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AIM(S) 

This module will enable the participant to:
· undertake a substantial piece of independent work in a problem area of particular interest to them and which will support their professional and career goals;
· relate their theoretical and case study learning in taught modules to the analysis of a relevant and real problem;
· develop understanding of the design of research projects, including the selection of research methodologies;
· apply and use selected research methods to generate a qualitative and/or quantitative data set;
· analyse and explore qualitative and/or quantitative research data using a variety of tools;
· undertake structured rational discussion and reach conclusions on the basis of the data gathered and their theoretical knowledge;  
· present a professional and academically rigorous account of the research undertaken.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· design an appropriate and deliverable research plan;
· select, develop and use appropriate research instruments;
· analyse and interpret quantitative and/or qualitative data;
· analyse issues raised by the data, use theory to understand the data and reach defensible conclusions;
· write a succinct, rigorous, convincing and expressive dissertation.
	
INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Selection and clarification of the precise focus of the research.
· Development of a detailed proposal.
· Ongoing refinement of the design of the study.
· Undertaking the research and analysing evidence obtained.
· Presenting the research findings in line with academic conventions.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

This module is concerned with the guided independent work of the student.  The participants learning will be supported by personal Tutorials and Research Support Groups.
Personal Tutorials: Each student will be allocated a personal tutor.
Research Support Groups:  These bring students with cognate topics together to discuss their work, seek support from staff and mutually support each other’s endeavours.  The groups are set up when the students submit their topics – each group will meet monthly and will be facilitated by a member of staff but the agenda for the meetings will be set by the participants.

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning (support)
	20
	5%

	Independent learning
	380
	95%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	400
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical


	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Report 
	1,000 words 
	5%



Assessment Component 2

	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical


	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Oral presentation 
	10 minutes 
	5%



Assessment Component 3

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical


	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Dissertation 
	10,000 words
	90%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	95%

	Practical
	5%

	TOTAL
	100%





