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[bookmark: _Int_wEosi5Ae]In this essay we will be firstly discussing several theorists that have contributed to the development of literacy, and which has had the most impact on cognitive development and learning experiences, also compare their views and link them to policies in our school settings. Then reflect on my personal contribution to develop children literacy skills. Also, we will be looking at how children learn differently in our schools and how poverty and deprivation link to poor oracy skills. Other influences why children may have low oracy skills such as home, school environment, emotional needs and even trauma. In the second part of this essay, I'm going to reflect on a session of my video reading following Gibbs reflective cycle of what went good and bad about the session, how I felt before and after, what I would do differently, the follow up activity and lastly an action plan looking forward. 

Part 1
Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development emphasizes that children learn through guided participation with more knowledgeable others such as peers or teacher as where learning happens beyond a child or children's current abilities with support. What children can do with assistance which include the zone of proximal development and then you have scaffolding with is the temporary support for the learning. In the School ALN policy in my school setting, it states to include pupils with access to the curriculum or appropriate access via in class, small group or individual support. The more knowledgeable other is someone who has a higher level of ability or greater understanding than the learner regarding a particular task or process. This can be a peer who provides guidance and models to enable the child to learn skills. Alos Vygotsky emphasised that children through social interaction in the oracy framework across the curriculum at a Reception it says learners should be able to express likes and dislikes, talk about things from their experiences and share information, use words and simple sentences, join in repeat songs stories with support. In year 1 learners can talk about things they have made or done explaining the process, speak audibly conveying meaning to listeners beyond their friendship group. Listen to others with growing attention usually responding appropriately for example carrying out instructions, also contribute to conversations and respond to others by taking turns when prompted, take part in activities with others and talk about what they are doing. For Year 1 also looking at the oracy across the curriculum document it says that learners would be able to express an opinion, include details and extend their accounts of the story. In the curriculum planning guidance document in the structure of the LNF its focuses on the learner's ability to apply the skills and concepts they have planned to complete takers appropriate for their stage of development. The LNF is designed to be inclusive of all learners, including those with additional needs (ALN) the routes to literacy of the LNF describe progression for the learners into foundation phase for learners with ALN extension expectations are also given for those learners with higher-order literacy such more able and talented. The two components of the LNF are divided into the following strands within the literacy strands are oracy across the curriculum, reading across the curriculum and writing. 
Skinner looked at behaviourism in the environmental and external factors that have an important role in influencing behaviour he believed that we could predict and control behaviour by manipulating the environment defined by operant conditioning, schedules of reinforcement and verbal behaviour these concepts have influenced our understanding of learning process and behaviour modification particularly in early years education. In School A Behaviour and Discipline policy the Policy says we treat all children fairly and apply this behaviour policy in a consistent way the policy aims to help children to grow in a safe and secure environment and to become positive responsible and independent members of the school community. According to skinner we have positive reinforcement which involves presenting a rewarding stimulus after a desired behaviour to increase its frequency. This reward strengthens the behaviour making more likely to occur in the future. In our school we use Dojos are a reward system where children can view their progress. Merit certificates at the end of the school weeks for progress made. For the younger children reward stickers are given for example tidying up which is has a positive impact and then the child is more likely to tidy up in the future to receive more stickers as a reward on a positive way. Then you have negative reinforcement where remove an aversive stimulate to increase behaviour this involves removing an unpleasant stimulus when desired behaviour occurs therefore encouraging the behaviours repetition the relief from the aversive stimulus reinforces the behaviour. In school A ALN policy they have school award schemes and in class reward systems tailored to that class or such as class charts, dojo points and stickers as a rewards, stars in the jar where at the end of their school day have golden time where they have free choice in their classroom setting or outdoor. A smaller reward for a young with ALN could be to complete a small task first then next reward time where the child can have a choice of activities. Behaviourism in the classroom rewards and punishments are used in the education setting where every learner is different and what works for doesn't for another and not all children benefit from the same reinforcements. Some resources and strategies that reinforce knowledge and understanding example flash cards for repetition for desired responses. To reward behaviour we use reward charts, smiley faces. Punishments for undesirable behaviour or negative we have two minutes of play, timeout, or visual consequences this involves taking away a pleasant stimulus when an undesired behaviour occurs, aiming to reduce the behaviours frequency where the loss of the pleasant stimulus discourages the behaviour. Also supporting this an understanding this behaviour and why in our school setting we use ELSA, nature groups, emotional literacy, daily check ins with teacher or TA’s. 
[bookmark: _Int_vPPZJkyd]Piaget theory of cognitive development suggest that children move through four different stages of learning therefore his focuses not only on the understanding of how children acquire knowledge but also on understanding the nature of intelligence. In our classroom us teachers and support staff adopt a constructivist approach where we encourage children to construct their own understanding and us using open-ended questions will get children thinking and this will also give them an opportunity to discuss their ideas. Piaget's works also influenced the development of age-appropriate curriculum. Piaget said that we plan activities that align with children's current stage of development. In our school setting this will provide challenges that promote growth without causing frustration, we adapt the child develop at a rate which will accommodate to our individual child or children needs and styles. Stage not age every child is different. Children are seen as active in their own learning it develops through the child's exploration within the environment such as role play areas e.g. home corner where they can change what they already know ad adapt on it. Piaget's stage of cognitive development in my class being able to respond extinctive through pretend play, language development where they can show feelings and respond. At that age they will recognise things do exist e.g. space has planets. Supporting our children through there school life we do reading tests termly to see where the child is at, regularly test high frequency words also supporting this using multi-sensory activities play doh and sand. We also have welcom assessments on entry to school to see the level the child is at and where best to support them and incorporate into personal targets where needed using interventions such as language link, speech link and to encourage speech and language we use colourful semantics to build sentences using pictures cards. Policies have changed in literacy in the last 30 years the Donaldson successful futures report (2015) have conducted a fundamental review of the curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales from foundation phase to key stage 4. they have visited schools and saw first-hand many examples of excellent work, her over 300 responses from children made an important contribution to his thinking which within his research in determining recommendations for Wales. A set of principles for the curriculum design as follows- evidence based, responsive to the needs of today, inclusive which is easily understood, ambitious where we challenge each child. The evidence tells several recurring themes emerge and they will continue to support foundation phase, the LNF, routes for learning the new WBQ at key stage 4 and beyond. For my age of class, the LNF there are 7 areas of learning personal social and emotional, language literacy and Communcation skills, maths, knowledge and understanding, physical development, creative development and a framework for the basic curriculum for RE. The four purposes of the curriculum which is implemented in the classroom are ambitious capable learners. Healthy confident individuals. Ethical, informed citizens and finally enterprising, creative contributors.
                                                          













 Part 2 Reflective Commentary 

I had all Children in the classroom to sit on the carpet in front of me during story time which they were used to doing before dinner. They all had a good view of me and the book I was going to read. I explained that this was one of my favourite books when I was their age so already, they were engaged and had their attention. My feelings about doing story time with them was that they are a particularly challenging class when it comes to engaging and concentration in whole class sessions, so I wasn't sure if I would complete the story without the behaviours and interruptions where I would normally stop and carry on with later in the day. The story telling went much better than I or other staff members in the class thought, they all were engaged and joined in when asked, I asked open ended questions and used the pictures in the story to engage them. I used a low tone voice and expression throughout. There was one or two of the children that were fussy, but this did not interrupt the story and there was nothing that I could say that went bad they were all well behaved and enjoyed the story. If I was to repeat the session again, I would have sat on the carpet with the class perhaps had props such as a teddy bear and a cupboard box and made it more visual. They are a Reception- Year 1 class so I knew it was age appropriate. For the follow up activities I differentiated activities sheets for the class the first work sheet was to draw a picture of baby bear and the child on the moon and then draw a picture of what you might find on the moon. The second activity was a cutting activity of objects you may see in the moon. We have several children in the class with ALN needs where difficulties in expressing and communication and engaging can be difficult and would need to be supported in this. Looking forward setting an action plan I would have visual aids and as a follow for my Reception class maybe circle time or hot seating where our learners are able to ask questions about what has been said using relevant language, showed they have listened by contributing to role play activities or exchange ideas in a small group. For Year 1 also looking at the oracy across the curriculum document it says that learners would be able to express an opinion, include details and extend their accounts of the story. In the curriculum planning guidance document in the structure of the LNF its focuses on the learner's ability to apply the skills and concepts they have planned to complete takers appropriate for their stage of development. The LNF is designed to be inclusive of all learners, including those with additional needs (ALN) the routes to literacy of the LNF describe progression for the learners into foundation phase for learners with ALN extension expectations are also given for those learners with higher-order literacy such more able and talented. The two components of the LNF are divided into the following strands within the literacy strands are oracy across the curriculum, reading across the curriculum and writing. 
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