INTRODUCTION  5

This is a short unit drawing your attention to chapter 1, the opening chapter and introduction to the book.  First, you should read through this chapter in its entirety and it is most helpful, as you do this, to read it alongside a commentary such as Coggins’ commentary on Isaiah in The Oxford Bible Commentary.  Alternatively, R.E. Clements’ analysis of Isaiah chapter 1 (provided below) is equally excellent. 
As you will see in your reading there is great interest and discussion among scholars as to why the call and commissioning of the prophet Isaiah is not described in detail in chapter  1 (rather than in chapter 6). Consequently scholars like to read these two chapter side by side to see how they relate to each other intertextually. 
A good article that illuminates the question is William Beuken’s  ‘Isaiah 6 read against chapter 1’.  In some places, this article becomes a little technical but the points the author draws your attention to are very valid. 
A second article is that by A. Groenewald entitled ‘Isaiah 1.2-3 and Isaiah 6’ which explores the opening few verses in the light of the prophetic commission in chapter 6. 

