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An investigation into the present day culture of Instagram astrology meme creators

[3867 words ]


Introduction to research themes


The intention of this project was to investigate the beliefs about astrology among Instagram astrology meme creators. Astrology memes are simple visual ‘jokes’ that play on astrological stereotypes or experiences in order to amuse and possibly educate the observer. They almost always take the format of an image or video with added text, and their meaning is limited to what can actually be seen in the meme. For example, if an image of an famous figure is used in a ‘Capricorn’ meme , the label ‘Capricorn’ is not making any claim about the sun sign of that person, nor is it criticising that person; it is solely being used to lambast a Capricornian archetype.

Nicholas Campion acknowledges that there is evidently a form of ‘New Age astrology which is millennial in origin and which has had a wide impact on the discipline as a whole’. Unpacking the term ‘millennial’ Campion discusses a Platonic emphasis on education,  the Christian tradition of predicting a coming crisis, ‘nostalgia for a lost golden age in the past, concern over social and moral decay in the present, and the utopian anticipation of an imminent future crisis, to be followed by the restoration of paradise.’[footnoteRef:1] Aware of the preponderance of Instagram astrology memes – a search for the hashtag ‘#astrology’ returns over 3,000,000 posts on Instagram – I wondered if there was another kind of ‘millennial’ astrology.[footnoteRef:2] Millennials are a label for the generation born between 1979 and 1994 and primary users of Instagram.[footnoteRef:3] Other evidence for the popularity of astrology in digital youth culture is the fact that the startup astrology application for iPhone, Co-star, currently the 12th most popular iPhone ‘Lifestyle’ app, has recently raised 5 million dollars from investors to launch an app on Android.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West, (London and New York: Routledge, 2016 [2012]), p14]  [2:  Source: Instagram, 20th May 2019, 4.31pm]  [3:  Karen K. Myers and Kamyab Sadaghiani, ‘Millennials in the Workplace: A Communication Perspective on Millennials' Organizational Relationships and Performance’. Journal of Business and Psychology, Vol. 25, No. 2 (2010), p. 225]  [4:  Promotional email received from Co-star, 16th April 2019, 18:05] 
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Figure 1, @memesofthezodiac, 2018. Image: Instagram
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Figure 2, @cancermajesty, 2018. Image: Instagram
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Figure 3, @tripleairsigns, 2018. Image: Instagram
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Figure 4, @lookupthestarsastro, 2018. Image: Instagram

Literature Review

Frances Clynes has suggested that the lack of research into the use of the Internet for astrology suggests ‘a lack of understanding of the implications of Internet use for astrology’.[footnoteRef:5] What triggered my project was the suspicion that there was a lack of understanding of the implications of Instagram astrology memes. They were seen as trivial; indeed, only through studying them did I realise how meaningful and significant their culture is. In the year 2000, Garry Phillipson wrote Astrology in the Year Zero, a presentation and discussion of 33 interviews with astrologers in an attempt to show ‘what astrologers do, and why they do it, in their own words’.[footnoteRef:6] Though relatively recent, the study was pre-iPhone, pre-Instagram, and pre memes in the visual sense. I wanted to research the experiences of these digital astrologers and hope to learn more about their motivations, methods, and whether (and if so, how) astrology plays a part in their everyday life aside from Instagram. The concept of an Internet meme has been described by Lynne McNeill as ‘a form of folklore created by and relevant to digital settlers and immigrants’.[footnoteRef:7] By studying these digital natives, settlers and immigrants of Instagram, I hoped to learn more about their culture. In 2012 Nicholas Campion published ‘Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West’, and observed, referring to Phillipson’s work, that ‘there is just one published volume of interviews with astrologers’. Campion perceived a ‘lack of interest in what astrologers themselves actually say.’[footnoteRef:8] Therefore the topic to be studied was a subculture within a culture – contemporary astrology – around which there is already a lack of research. [5:  Frances Clynes, 'An Examination of the Impact of the Internet on Modern Western Astrology', PhD Thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2015, p. 3]  [6:  Garry Phillipson, Astrology in the Year Zero (London: Flare Publications, 2000), p. 9]  [7:  Lynne S. McNeill, ‘The End of the Internet: A Folk Response to the Provision of Infinite Choice’,
Folklore and the Internet: Vernacular Expression in a Digital World, ed. Trevor J. Blank, University
Press of Colorado, 2009, p. 95]  [8:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West, (London and New York: Routledge, 2016 [2012]), p. 187
] 



Participant recruitment

Recruiting participants initially seemed an easy task. Instagram has a direct messaging service through which any user can message another, no matter how many followers the latter has. I contacted 50 meme accounts with a varied following, from 1,000-400,000 followers. Most who read the message replied; I had 20 responses. All said they were interested and I then asked for an email address where I could send further information. 6 failed to do so, and I then had 14 participants to email. I asked for a simple yes or no response confirming whether they were still interested, and only had 3 replies to this. In hindsight, I think I created too many hoops for participants to jump through and could simply have sent them the questionnaire directly with an information sheet and ethics briefing. In the end, after some time with only 3 responses to my questionnaire from those who had replied ‘yes’ and thus been sent the questionnaire, I sent out the questionnaire, ethics and info sheets to all those who had sent me their email address. I had also made the mistake of failing to give a deadline, as I wanted to give participants as much of a chance as possible to respond. Eventually I implemented a 12-hour call, and received one more response. I wonder whether with an anonymous method of recruiting, there is little accountability and therefore potential participants were more comfortable replying that they were interested, and had no issue with failing to let me know when they were no longer interested in participating.


Ethical considerations

Participants were informed of their anonymity. However, given that some of them were already anonymous; i.e. their Instagram account is public but their identity is private, I was aware that they might feel comfortable with the anonymity offered by their account, and permit the interviewer (me) to use their Instagram handle when writing up the report. This emerged to be the case in the three anonymous accounts, and the public account (i.e. where the account is publicly linked to a real identity) requested for her anonymity to be waived. I obtained written permission in all four cases for the Instagram handle to be used, which meant I could, for example, include memes in the report and discuss follower counts. Other ethical considerations included the possibility that some content could, unbeknownst to the interviewer, be particularly emotionally triggering to the interviewee. For example, a question regarding when the interviewee became interested in the activity being studied [astrology] could feasibly trigger emotions regarding other life events at the time. To mediate this I made participants aware that they could withdraw at any time, choose to limit their responses to any questions as they wished, and/ or decline questions entirely. I also pledged to cease the interview if the interviewee appeared in any difficulty whatsoever.


Methodology

I consulted using questionnaires and interviews in order to better understand the culture of astrological Instagram memes and the Instagram astrology community. The astrologers who originally expressed an interest in taking part had from 1000 - 400,000 followers each on Instagram and hence had a wide reach. I used open-ended questionnaires in all four cases, and followed these up in two out of four participants, with one Instagram interview and one Facebook interview, communication mediums that had been requested by the respective participants. I had already observed that in keeping with the study of Instagram culture, live written interviews could be conducted using Instagram chat, which would perhaps in some ways be the most natural way to communicate about the topic. People can feel self-conscious about their own voice when talking to strangers whereas for millennials (primary analysis suggests the average Instagram meme creator is under the age of 25), chat is the most common method of communication apart from real life contact. As chat happens live, it retains some of the organic nature of voice conversations, as replies are mostly spontaneous. Which method(s) of interview is/are used was determined and tailored following the initial questionnaire. Hennink, Hutter and Bailey observe that qualitative research ‘allows you to identify issues from the perspective of your study participants’.[footnoteRef:9] Since my goal was to learn about how the culture of Instagram memes feels for the creators themselves, a qualitative approach was  taken using the methods detailed above. Bryman has discussed how use of a ‘prior theoretical framework’, in particular one which shapes the research strategy, can lead to misconstruction of data.[footnoteRef:10] I do not know what it is like to be a meme creator, but since I was a semi-insider, with an Instagram account myself that I use to follow astrology meme accounts and share memes with friends, I felt I was at risk of constructing or projecting a prior framework onto my research. I consequently made a conscious effort to detach myself from preconceptions. In keeping with this aim, I used the questionnaires - the first mode of study - not only to obtain research data but to tailor the interview questions to what the questionnaires suggest. [9:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (London: Sage, 2011), p. 45]  [10:  Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 2001), p. 91] 




Findings


(i) Participant data

Since I only had four responses to my questionnaire and therefore four participants, they became more like case studies. I was aware that I could no longer even attempt to generalise my findings, but knew that the richness of the data generated would mean they were valuable for their own sake. Because I had recruited blindly, in that I had no idea of the background of the accounts when I asked them if they wanted to participate, my first real findings consisted of the backgrounds and demographics of my participants. All four were women. They were, respectively, 19, 20, 27 and 33 in age. They were from four different countries: England, Germany, Canada, and the US. The 19 year old participant lives with her parents and the 27 year old has two sons herself; I did not learn further demographic data concerning the others.
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Figure 5, Word cloud created from answers to the question, ‘What is the primary reason you set up your [Instagram meme] account?’, 2019. Image: Wordclouds
Time spent on account

One thing I wanted to find out was how much time my participants dedicated to creating memes. It appeared that this was a lot less than the time they spent engaging with their meme accounts generally. I asked, ‘how long do you usually spend over the course of a week creating your memes?’ The responses were the following:

I am bad at consistently posting so not that often but in a busy spell it usually takes an hour to
make a batch that I then stagger posting over the next two weeks

I don't really plan my memes that much, so I don't force myself to post memes every week. Sometimes I don't post for weeks and sometimes I post 3 memes in one week, it really depends. If I see a good template, it only takes me around 30 minutes to create a meme. If I want to make a whole series with every zodiac sign, I sometimes need a couple days to come up with good and unique ideas.

Less than 30 min

I actually recently stopped doing them, probably within the last 3 months. I really miss
them, but they are actually quite a bit of work! I don’t like to make them haphazardly, and
I like to spend some time being original in my approach, so they take me time. My life
became bogged down with practical commitments (I’m a mom of 2 boys under 5!) along
with being in a full time job and taking online classes. Between all those commitments, I
find less and less time for what I consider a therapeutic and fun creative outlet.


My primary research goal was to find out what my participants, all Internet meme astrologers, actually thought about astrology. My findings, however, branched away from this; the most notable findings were in response to a different question: the motivation behind each account, more specifically why the meme artists had started the accounts, and why they continued to post today. I had not expected to learn so much about the motivations and surprising benefits of the meme accounts, and I found that the accounts served a depth of purpose I had not anticipated. Primary themes that emerged as motivation, which would all benefit from further study, were: anonymous expression, community, learning, teaching, financial gain, as a creative outlet, and as a boost to mental health.

One very noticeable factor, evident in all the questionnaires was that the motivation participants had for launching their Instagram meme account, was often not the reason they continued. Participants began their meme account for one reason and continued it for another, and there was extensive further variation between the reasons they gave. For example, @memesofthezodiac told me, ‘I was curious about cultivating an online audience to potentially end up selling astrology related services to, and then once I started I found myself just enjoying sharing information and experiences’. @cancermajesty, on the other hand, wrote ‘I wanted to force myself to expand my astrology knowledge’ and described how the content of her own memes expanded as she learnt, through private study and by engaging with meme culture in general. When asked if this was why she continued, she wrote ‘No, today it's not that much about learning anymore. I just enjoy creating memes and seeing people laugh about them. It brings me so much joy to read how people enjoy my memes, that's really my main motivation.’

(ii) Expansion on core motivationa and themes

Anonymous expression


@tripleairsigns and @memesofthezodiac both spontaneously mentioned anonymity in their questionnaires. When I interviewed @memesofthezodiac I asked more about this. For @tripleairsigns, being anonymous is an integral part of participating in the online culture. She told me that she loves having an ‘anonymous Instagram account’ and expanded on why; it appears that the anonymous aspect is key. Writing in answer to whether she spends time looking at other astro-memes’, she responded: ‘One of the things I love about having an anonymous instagram account is that I can interact with people and I can see people tag their friends in posts. It’s like I am influencing a bit of how people see themselves, hopefully in a fun way, and that helps foster connection with others. I find that part really fascinating and love to see what people think of my memes, even if they find them obnoxious or offensive. Lol!’ For @memesofthezodiac, retaining anonymity is essential. When asked how she would prefer to be interviewed, she responded by saying ‘Insta chat is probably easiest due to the fact the people I live with don’t know about my interest in astrology and it’s not ideal for me to tell them anytime soon’. During our Instagram chat interview, I asked if she was willing to expand on this. I learned that she lived with her parents, who were strict Christians, and any form of astrology is a big no-go area. The anonymity offered by Instagram means she has a platform to express herself freely and experience a community centred around something she enjoys and must keep hidden in her real-life, domestic environment.

Financial gain

[bookmark: _GoBack]An astrology meme account as a means to income was a marginal factor compared to others, although it was mentioned in two out of four interviews. @memesofthezodiac ‘was curious about cultivating an online audience to potentially end up selling astrology related services to’ but soon shelved this idea in favour of simply enjoying the experience of sharing memes. Both @cancermajesty and @tripleairsigns stated that there was no commercial aspect to their accounts, however @tripleairsigns meditated on the concept and wondered if perhaps she should start offering readings after all. She had not posted on her account in several months, stating lack of time and money as restrictions on her free time and ability to work on her meme account. Perhaps if there was a way to monetise it she might be able to continue. The only account in the study belonging to a professional astrologer was @lookupthestarsastro, whose Instagram account was started in connection with her blog and is linked to her astrology services, but is also a way to share her ideas. Originally, ‘I started my account because I had just started an astrology blog and thought I needed a platform to share my work. As I started my account I wondered what content I could put out there, and I realized that I loved memes, and Astrology, and that there was probably a public for niche Astrology memes.’ Now, on the other hand, ‘it’s just part of who I am and I love the idea that I’m participating in building awareness of Astrology by using bite size humor.’

Community

The concept of an astrology meme community was one I already had in mind before beginning the study. As a semi-insider, one who had followed meme accounts for over a year, but never created my own, I had the sense of a community culture, but didn’t want to pre-suppose this in my study. One question I asked in the questionnaire was ‘Do you get many messages from your followers? If so, do you typically respond to them? The following answers, here given in full, demonstrate the variance across the four participants:

‘Sometimes and I try to respond well but it takes a lot more emotional effort than I anticipated it
would to hold up a conversation.’

‘I get a lot of messages, I always have a 99+ in my Dms. I used to respond religiously but now I just don't find the time to do so anymore. I go to University, which occupies a lot of time already. And I also don't like to spend a lot of time on my phone in general, so responding to every message would take a lot of hours. I do read every message tho and if I feel like a message requires a respond from me, I respond.’

‘I get a lot of messages and I don’t reply anymore, I used to when my following was much
lower’

‘When I was actively working on my memes, I almost always responded! Sometimes the messages would be as simple as “I love your account!” To more introspective thoughts, such as “do you think my rising sign has a major effect on how I react emotionally in certain situations?” I’d then have an opportunity to talk to this random person about things they deeply value about themselves and their lives. That part is pretty amazing, too. It’s almost like a form of spirituality / advising / therapy.’

It became clear that a sense of community was not automatically generated when a meme artists interacted with her followers.

Rivalry

The concepts of rivalry and plagiarism were ones I was aware of among Instagram meme artists but I did not know if this applied to astrology meme artists. I asked the following question: ‘Have you experienced any rivalry with other accounts?’

‘No but I have witnessed small issues play out between other accounts’

‘Yes, I actually did indirectly but it doesn't really bother me. I try to avoid negativity as much as possible and I also feel like rivalry is way too childish to let it get to me.’

‘I don’t know if rivalry is the term. I blocked large accounts which were either copying my
memes or reposting them without giving me credits.’

‘I think if there has been any rivalry it has been minor. When I see new accounts stealing
memes and credit from accounts I know created their own content, I report it to the
original creator. I think this helps foster a sense of community – we have each other’s
backs! It’s surprising how much the Instagram community protects each other’s creative
rights. (Not in terms of legal rights / copyrights, but in terms of who gets credit.) we look
out for each other.’



I also asked, ‘Do you see your memes posted elsewhere without credit to you? If so how does this
make you feel?’ The answers were as follows:

Yes and it’s a weird feeling because its an unfortunate part of internet culture that I knew would
happen when I started out but it still sucks. Definitely feels worse than I thought it would but
luckily Ive been watermarking all of my posts since I started so you can always see that I made
the meme even if im not getting direct credit

Yes I do, that's why I always put my @ in my memes. So even if people post them without giving credits to me, one can still see who originially created the meme. I mean, I personally always do give credits if I post someone else's content, because it's just the least I can do and I respect every persons work. But if someone decides not to do so, that just speaks for them I guess. I would never start beef or anything like that because of someone not giving me credits.

If it’s individual accounts, I don’t feel anything negative towards it. If it’s an account
geared towards making profits / building a large following, I feel robbed.

I did have this happen once with a very large account with 100,000+ followers! The
person didn’t steal my meme, but they used the exact same picture I had used from
original content and created a meme with the exact same format as mine. I never called them out directly, but felt frustrated as they could have at least given me credit for
inspiring their own content. A few of my followers commented that they noticed it.


Mental Health

One partcipant explained the personal context behind setting up her account: ‘I set up my account after going through a significant battle with depression and anxiety, actually. After going through a lot of treatment, once my depression lifted, I opened myself to a lot more creativity- it was dampened for a long time during my depression. My memes became a great outlet for creative expression.’ Today, she has taken a break from creating her memes as she has been too busy, but says that if she started again, her reasons for doing so would be the same as before: ‘It’s a fun distraction from the mundane aspects of life and the pressures of parenting and work.’





Conclusions

This paper has discussed some of the findings from a study conducted among Instagram astrology meme artists in April 2019. Four astrology meme artists were recruited through Instagram and responded to an extended questionnaire, and two of those were interviewed, one through Facebook and one through Instagram. Though a face to face interview might have been preferable, the digital contact did feel particularly appropriate given the topic of study. So much data covering so many topics was generated that this particular paper has focused on the element of motivation and reason for holding the Instagram account. In conclusion, there were a range of motivations and benefits that emerged from the questionnaires and discussion. Motivations included: promotion of astrological services, creative expression and fun, learning about astrology by being part of the online community. Benefits were: a sense of community, deriving enjoyment from sharing information with others (teaching), opportunity for free creative expression through anonymity, a new lease of life after a struggle with depression. This primary study demonstrates an arena ripe for further study, where an expanding astrological community is thriving, and in general feels enriched, rather than alienated, by the element of anonymity.
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Octavia Sheepshanks
Student of the MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Faculty of Humanities and the Performing Arts
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Ceredigion
Wales, SA48 7ED, UK.


PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Ethics information

You can withdraw from the study at any time, by letting the researcher (me) know. This is possible even after you have submitted the questionnaire, or given an interview, by requesting that your responses are not used in the study after all. You can also choose not to answer a question if for any reason you do not wish to do so; this applies to both the questionnaire and interview. Your answers will be kept anonymous, and any personal data provided will be kept secure and destroyed in at least three years. Regarding anonymity, since I am specifically studying largely already anonymous Instagram accounts, I will ask you if you would permit your Instagram handle to be used in the study, as well as other factors that would make your account identifiable but not you personally. For example, this would allow me to use pictures of memes in my research write-up. I could also discuss factors such as number of followers. In the case of your Instagram handle being used, this would be discussed and you would need to email me your consent. I realise that some of you can be identified from your accounts, in which case the same would apply regarding a request to waive anonymity and requirement of written consent.

Research information

I am researching the culture of astrological Instagram memes. Specifically I am interested in the experiences of meme creators (you!), such as motivations, methods, whether astrology plays a part in your everyday life aside from Instagram, and if so, how. In the year 2000, Garry Phillipson wrote Astrology in the Year Zero, a presentation and discussion of 33 interviews with astrologers in an attempt to show ‘what astrologers do, and why they do it, in their own words’.[footnoteRef:11] Though relatively recent, the study was pre-iPhone, pre-Instagram, and pre memes in the visual sense. I wish to use a similar approach in studying the astrology of Instagram. The concept of an Internet meme has been described by Lynne McNeill as ‘a form of folklore created by and relevant to digital settlers and immigrants’.[footnoteRef:12] Whether you feel like a digital settler, immigrant or a native, if you are taking part in this study, you are a key player in the culture of Instagram astrology folklore, and as a researcher I am interested in what you think and feel. [11:   Garry Phillipson, Astrology in the Year Zero (London: Flare Publications, 2000), p. 9]  [12:   Lynne S. McNeill, ‘The End of the Internet: A Folk Response to the Provision of Infinite Choice.’, Folklore and the Internet: Vernacular Expression in a Digital World, ed. Trevor J. Blank, University Press of Colorado, 2009, p. 95] 

















APPENDIX II: QUESTIONNAIRE
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Octavia Sheepshanks
Student of the MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Faculty of Humanities and the Performing Arts
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Ceredigion
Wales, SA48 7ED, UK.

QUESTIONNAIRE

Hello and welcome! Thank you so much for agreeing to take part in the study, which is summarised below. This may not look like a short questionnaire, but the questions are designed so you can give as long or short an answer as you like, and it is completely fine to give a short answer! For example, question B5 is ‘Have you experienced any rivalry with other accounts?’. You can just write yes or no, or you can write a longer answer e.g. giving an anecdote or saying more about how you feel. More info is always welcome and will enrich the study, but it’s not at all expected. And of course you can give short answers to some and then expand if you particularly want to on one question. 

Firstly, please read the following statements and confirm you have read them. (You can right click and change the box to a tick, or just write Y).

I can withdraw from the study at any time, by letting the researcher know.

· 

I can withdraw even after I have submitted the questionnaire by requesting that my responses are not used in the study. I can also choose not to answer any question.

· 

I consent for my answers to the questionnaire to be used in the study (provided I do not withdraw).

· 

I understand that my answers will be kept anonymous and that any personal data provided will be kept secure and destroyed within three years. Any exception to this (for example including an identifiable Instagram image in the report) would be arranged by prior agreement and a consent form signed.

· 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

What is the study about? 

Broadly speaking, I am researching the culture of astrological Instagram memes. Specifically I am interested in the experiences of meme creators (you!), such as motivations, methods, whether astrology plays a part in your everyday life aside from Instagram, and if so, how. In the year 2000, Garry Phillipson wrote Astrology in the Year Zero, a presentation and discussion of 33 interviews with astrologers in an attempt to show ‘what astrologers do, and why they do it, in their own words’.[footnoteRef:13] Though relatively recent, the study was pre-iPhone, pre-Instagram, and pre memes in the visual sense. I wish to use a similar approach in studying the astrology of Instagram. The concept of an Internet meme has been described by Lynne McNeill as ‘a form of folklore created by and relevant to digital settlers and immigrants’.[footnoteRef:14] Whether you feel like a digital settler, immigrant or a native, if you are taking part in this study, you are a key player in the culture of Instagram astrology folklore, and as a researcher I am interested in what you think and feel. [13:   Garry Phillipson, Astrology in the Year Zero (London: Flare Publications, 2000), p. 9]  [14:   Lynne S. McNeill, ‘The End of the Internet: A Folk Response to the Provision of Infinite Choice.’, Folklore and the Internet: Vernacular Expression in a Digital World, ed. Trevor J. Blank, University Press of Colorado, 2009, p. 95] 










About you

The answers to these questions will only be used in a context such as ‘60 percent of questionnaire respondents live in the US’ or ‘70 percent are under 25’ etc.

What is your instagram handle? This is for my personal identification of the questionnaire only; you will be asked at the end of the questionnaire if you are happy for this to be mentioned in the write-up. If it is mentioned, it won’t be linked with any of the personal data in this section. 

Where do you live (country/state)?

How old are you?

What is your preferred gender description?

What is your email address?
I know I already have this, it’s just to make totally sure I have my records straight.




Questions: Section A

In a multiple choice question, if no option is quite right, feel free to give a more relevant response. (E.g. just write ‘Other:’ and write what you feel is more accurate)

1. What date did you first make an Instagram account of any kind? If you don’t know, please give the month and year, or just the year.

2. If different, what date did you create your first astrology meme Instagram account? If you don’t know, please give the month and year, or just the year.

3. Did you follow other astrology meme accounts before creating your own and if so how long for? Please check one box (replace with tick, or put a Y).

· Yes, for a year or more
· Yes, for 6-12 months
· Yes, for 1-6 months
· Yes, for 1-4 weeks
· I created my account straight away





4. Did you already have an interest in astrology before encountering astrology meme culture?

· No; astrology memes were my first real introduction to astrology.
· Somewhat; I was interested before but astrology memes enhanced my knowledge and interest.
· Yes; I was already interested in astrology before I followed astrology meme accounts or set up my own; I consider most of my knowledge to come from outside Instagram.

5. Do you spend time reading, writing or studying anything astrological outside of Instagram?

· Yes, memes are an expression of my astrology interests that exist primarily outside meme culture itself.
· No or not much; engaging in meme culture is my primary way of engaging with astrology.
· Other: please expand below.

6. Do you think there is objective truth in astrology? I.e. whatever debates there may be over sign attributes etc, do you think there is a real connection in some way between the movement of the planets and individual lives?

7. Can you read a natal chart? If yes, could you before you discovered astrology memes?


Section B

1.  How long do you usually spend over the course of a week creating your memes?

2. Do you spend time looking at other astro-memes?

3. Do you get many messages from your followers? If so, do you typically respond to them?

4. Have you made friends with other astro meme artists?

5. Have you experienced any rivalry with other accounts?

6. Do you see your memes posted elsewhere without credit to you? If so how does this make you feel?




Section C



1. Do you make any money from astrology? Please note: even if you allow your anonymity to be waived, this response will still be kept secure. Eg. it will only be used in the context of “50% of respondents have made money from astrology”. You can still choose not to answer! 


2. Do you actively use your meme account to share information about astrology services, if you offer them?

3. Do you do astrology readings for friends and family? (i.e. informal, usually without a fee)

4. What is the primary reason you set up your account? Other reasons also welcome!

5. Is this the same reason you continue creating memes today?



Section D : Expanded answers!

If you have time, I would love to hear a bit more on any of the questions above, or just if there is anything you would like to share with me about what it is like being an astro meme artist, what you think about astrology, friendships you’ve made through astrology on or off line, etc! Write away… To get you started, I love hearing about how people discovered astrology.

















Closing section


If there is anything you would like to let me know regarding the questionnaire, or the study, please write it here. For example if there is a particular question you want your answer to be kept private to, even if you are happy for your account handle to be mentioned, you can say so here.


Would you be happy to be interviewed in some way?


If so, how would you prefer this interview to take place? For example, Skype, skype voice call, instagram chat (i.e. typed but live so we would pick a time to chat, meaning the responses would still be relatively intuitive).


Would you be happy for me to use your instagram handle in the write up, and a picture of a meme from your account? If so I will send you a permission email and you will just need to write your name and send it back. I will also let you know which meme(s) I plan to include later on, and you can approve/veto.


Thank you so much for taking part! Your contribution to the anthropology of astrology is invaluable!
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