Developing Major Project: Reflection
Throughout this Semester, I have primarily focused on the script for the Major Project I am hoping to produce in the first half of 2019. As it stands the script currently sits at around seventeen and half pages, which should roughly translate to somewhere in the region of 15-20 minutes of actual film. The production itself is a Pilot episode for a series called ‘Reeling it in’, a sit-com about an actor and a film maker trying to make it big in the industry. The writing process has certainly been fun, since it is a co-written project between my friend, professional name ‘Thom Robin’, and I, so the average writing session was about 60% making jokes, 10% off-topic rambling and 30% actual productive writing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As of the first semester’s deadline, we are on our third draft of the Pilot and the biggest struggle has been getting the cold open right as the biggest change between drafts has been the cold open. It started with just an incredibly expensive camera being broken and Ash and Bobby, the leads, getting booted from that production, feedback told us that destroying a camera would not quite be enough to get them believably blacklisted. So we decided to tune it up from just a camera being destroyed to the entire set getting demolished by them, on top of that they also manage to slice the hand off of one of the big name actors on the production. While this got the necessary results, making it so that they would be believably blacklisted within the industry, it came out as being too much so we toned it down to just the camera and the hand. We also decided to make it so that it was only Ash who would be in trouble and blacklisted, so we had to figure out how to conceivably get it so that one of the two prop swords that are on the fictional set managed to get into Ash’s hand somehow as well getting it so that Ash would be in close proximity to Danny, the big name actor, so that after stepping on the camera he would be close enough to accidentally slice of his hand. If this sounds like we are having to set up something rather convolutedly, we are, this whole set-up feels a little convoluted but at the same time that is not usually as big a problem when it comes to Comedy as part of what can make a gag funny is how nonsensical what is going on actually is.
There are a few other things which got changed between drafts, like the order which events play out during montages to make them flow better from a comedy front, the monologues we had written for Bobby (a planned running gag for the series) got made more elaborate, and we changed up some of the jokes here and there when we came up with something funnier. Before we start getting into the full plans for shooting we will be having at least one more look over the script to make sure we are still happy with it after not having done so for a few weeks.
Despite having not written anything up formally, or at all, about it yet, I have done some research into similar sitcoms and comedy in general but in my opinion researching into them has not been useful and I have failed to see it as a worthwhile use of my time on this production in general. There are three main reasons for this, for a start while it is good to know what makes them work, when it comes to make a comedy its best to make it original as making something that has already been done would have less of an impact and more likely of having the effect of making the audience want to go and watch what its reminding them of than wanting to finish watching what they are. 
The other is the fact that explaining a joke will over all ruin it, sure you will have a better appreciation for why it may or may not be clever but at it will no longer be funny really at the end of the day. It is also possible to gain the same appreciation for a joke without needing it explained and still retaining the humour taken from it which may be lost when it is explained to you by someone else.
Finally there is the fact that Comedy is entirely subjective so, no matter how much research I do into it, it will be impossible to make something which everyone will like as, unlike with other genres, there is not really a universal comedy crowd. There are no formulas to comedy, it is not something that someone could write a generic version of and have it be in some way passable. With most genres there is some kind of formula to it, heck some genres have multiple options when it comes to their potential formulas, but for comedy there really isn’t a defined formula as it typically takes the mick out of formulas or plays on the expectations created by them.
Looking back at the rest of the work I have had to do over the past semester only one other part of it sticks out to me, which is the presentation pitch that went, for lack of a better description, god awful. I could not get through it, made an embarrassment of myself in front of my peers and generally felt awful for the next day or so which sucks. Especially as I had put in a bunch of work going into it including spending several days putting together custom slides for the aspects I was going to be talking about and gone other what I was going to be saying several times but once I had gotten in front of everyone I started, missed out a lot rushed through the first two slides until I realised that I cannot do this and had to stop.
Moving on with my major project into next year the next step is as follows, spend the majority of January scouting for locations to film as well as hunting down my cast and calling in favours to get a crew together. I have a few people already down to contribute to the production, Thom Robin will be playing Bobby Owens for example, and I have enough people close to me who have already offered to help out where they can so sorting out cast and crew is not something I am stressing about.
Locations on the other hand will be more interesting, and hence more stressful. For a start I need to different studio locations, though I do have the option of making one of them an on-site shoot instead, as well as needing a variety of offices, or just one which I can redecorate to make it look like multiple. Neither of those are my major issue as the hardest location to secure I feel will be Ash and Bobby’s flat, even if I am only ever using one room in it I still need to find someone who is willing to let me film in their lounge for a few days or makeshift the flat lounge in halls into something which looks lived in and used. No matter the case I have things in mind for all of these mentioned it is simply a matter of praying that they will work out.
