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Element One
According to the Early Intervention Foundation (2021) and Welsh Government (2021) early intervention means identifying the needs of individuals, and then implementing, facilitating, and providing effective early support opportunities. Autism is the chosen ALN for the purpose of this module. The initial identification of possible Autistic Spectrum Disorder to getting a diagnosis can be a long due to waiting times and according to NHS Wales (2021) it can also be a difficult process. According to Priory (2021) this can be a distressing time not only for the child, but also the parents and carers, and also practitioners, such as health visitors and teachers trying to collect evidence through observation to best show multi agency organisations where the child needs support and to help the diagnosis process.
According to Hughes (2018) and National Autistic Society (2021) the speed of diagnosis for children can be delayed due to where they live, calling it a ‘postcode’ lottery. An example of this can been seen on the Family Information Services (2021) website. Visitors are asked to enter your postcode to see if they are eligible. Two children with the same needs could be living on the opposite sides of the street, yet one could be eligible for Flying Start support, enabling early intervention to begin as advised by the Welsh Government (2021), whereas the other child may need to wait until they start school which would delay the process immensely.
According to Anderson and Romanczyk (1999) and Koegel et al (2014) the sooner children with ASD begin a form of early intervention, the sooner the holistic development of the child will improve. Suggesting early intervention is a more cost effective and efficient approach, instead of waiting to see if the child ‘grows out’ of the behaviours they may be portraying. Gordon (2009) and Teaching Autism (2019) would agree, insisting at the age of two and three the brain is still developing, by introducing early interventions and therapies at this age there can be more effective, long term results. 
In addressing delays and disorders, the most important principle is the value of early intervention and the danger of it’s absence…the danger is that the problems will have become entrenched, that the interventions required will ne greater and that the cost entailed will be higher (Bercow, 2008, pp.24).
According to the Scottish Government (2009) the UNCRC Rights of the Child insists on an inclusive approach to all children, no matter what their abilities or backgrounds. Clear links can be made to a number of the articles, for example, Articles 24, 28 and 29, where every child has access to world class learning and healthcare that meets their individual needs. Article 12, the voice of the child, which the Welsh Government (2018) have now included children in the planning of IDP’s alongside their parents and practitioners from a range of organisations, ensuring Article 2 and 23 are met, giving children with disabilities their individual needs recognition and ensuring these needs are responded to appropriately (Unicef, 2017). 






















Element Two
Children and young people with ASD will have a range of barriers to overcome throughout their lifetime (Kwari, 2020 and Interactive Autism Awareness, no date). Kwari (2020) goes on to state how teachers face a range of barriers within the classroom when trying to follow the UNCRC (Unicef, 2017) and UK Government (2010) Equality Act, which states school must take the necessary steps to ensure pupils with ALN are able to access and participate is all areas of the curriculum.
According to Disability Nottinghamshire (2021) there are two models in relation to diagnosis of ALN; the medical model and social model. In relation to learners with ASD, Must et al (2015) states children face social and community barriers to physical activities. Sarris (2018) would agree, stating people with ASD can suffer from fine and gross motor skills, including trouble with balance and co-ordination, this would be park of the medical model of the ASD condition. However, in the right environment and with physical interventions put in place, such as arm circles, star jumps and throwing a medicine ball can have a positive impact on the child’s co-ordination, strength and body awareness (Healthline, 2017). This would link to the social model, ensuring the environment in which the has access enables them to par-take in activities that will benefit their holistic development. A second example of the social and medical model would be the medical model stating a child with ASD will suffer from sensory processing (Autism Tasmania, 2021), however the social model of disability would state the child distracted by a busy classroom, full or bright colours, noise.
Additionally, according to Crowell, Keluskar and Gorecki (2018) unknown to parents they too can be barriers for children with ASD. First Signs (no date) would agree, insisting parental fears and preconceptions due to the lack of knowledge and understanding of ASD, can have a negative impact on the child and their development, as it can delay any possible identification and early interventions, which as previously stated re recommended. However, with the introduction of the new ALN Act (2018) in Wales, and the multiagency approach and a more pupil led approach to IDP’s, parents will feel more supported, given the range of advice and information that is available (Welsh Government, 2018, Snap Cymru, 2021)


Element Three
According to the National Autistic Society (2021) children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder attending mainstream educational settings can often require additional support to help them reach their full potential. This is also supported by Special Educational Needs code of practice was introduced in 2002. Whereas previously children with an additional learning need (ALN) went through the statement process, followed on with support from School Action and School Action Plus, the introduction on the new Additional Learning Needs Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 children will be issued with a new statutory document called an Independent Development Plan (IDP) which will replace the Individual Educational Plan (IEP), (Snap Cymru, 2021).
According to the Welsh Government (2019, b) and Scope (2021) there is a wide range of support available to children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ADS), from a wide range of interventions, for example play based interventions to social and communication interventions, to supporting the child with visual aids. There is a focus on the importance of children with ASD requiring one to one support. According to White (2020) there are a range of benefits supporting children with ADS with a one to one, such as easier engagement due to less distractions, instructions can be communicated in a way best suits the individual learner, should it be using visual prompts, or tick lists as recommended by Rao and Gagie (2006) and Hampshire and Hourcade (2014). However, Mamun would suggest the this have a negative effect on the learner should the use of too many visual aids and prompts hinder the chance of oral communication, this is agreed by West Africa Division (2005) however insists aids being regularly used can help with routine which is part of the medical model for children and young people with ASD (National Institute of Mental Health (no date).
Rudy and Jassey (2020) state even though a child receiving one to one support in school can support the child on their individual educational journey, it can also have disadvantages. As previously stated, children with ASD rely on routine, however for a teaching assistant to ensure best practice as recommended by Tarrant (2013) the learning support assistant will have to attend training sessions to continue in their professional development to ensure effective support for the child. This would result in the child having to work alongside a different member of staff. Bennie (2019) states children with ASD can find it difficult to build new relationships and the building of trust can be difficult for the child, something that can take time, which can result in challenging behaviour resulting in the learning for that day being lost. Additionally, the same happening should the child’s one to one be unwell, having to take time off work. Wilson, Pascalis and Blade (2007) state should a child with ASD require a different member of staff to support them, it should be one that is a familiar to them, a person they recognise from the setting on whom they may have had previous communications to put them at ease. 
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