Assignment 2 - Understanding policing 

Community based and Neighbourhood Policing

Firstly the definition of Community and Neighbourhood. In my opinion the definition of community is a group of people that are connected via a mutual interest. According to the City of London Police the definition of Community Policing is ‘Community Policing is at the very heart of our daily duties to protect and serve the 300,000 people who live in, work within and visit the City of London. Police officers and PCSOs work with City communities across three specific teams – Residential, Business and Street Intervention.’

People have different views of Policing some think that the police are a service to the public and others believe that the police are an enforcement of law. This is due to the history of police being somewhat questionable when it comes to police officers being corrupted. In the recent years the police have introduced units that fight against corruption, things like this have given the public reasons to believe the police.
When it comes to Community based and neighbourhood policing, there are two views to look at the first one is the policing as a service and the second one is policing as an enforcement. 

In order to discuss the difference between the two we have to figure out what the role of policing is in general. The general roles of policing are to prevent crimes, peace keeping, Preserving order and to bring offenders to justice. The police have the same roles the way they carry out these roles are by policing as a service and as an enforcement.

Policing as a service is a form of policing that is the most common way of policing as this is the one way of policing that everyone witnesses. One example of police performing this form of policing is by patrolling the streets to prevent crime from emerging as when there’s more officers patrolling in certain areas that are more frequent with crimes this causes the offenders to be cautious when thinking of performing a crime. This then decreases the crimes committed but due to budget cuts this is hard for the police sustain as they had to cut down on their officers and have had to move on to another method of patrolling which is CCTV. This is another way of policing as a service. The police use CCTV as its cheaper and it saves them sending out police officers as usually businesses have their own CCTV so if a crime is committed the police can go back on the video and see how and potentially why the crime has taken place. The police can then use this either in court or to prevent crime in future or even to catch the offender.  The two disadvantages of using CCTV is that even though it catches people doing crime on video it doesn’t always catch the faces of the offenders and that it doesn’t respond to crime being committed in real time. 
The police has also introduced Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) they work with Police officers by patrolling different neighbourhoods and communities. Although they don’t have the same powers as a regular police officer they can give a fixed penalty notice to someone for littering, demand a name and address of some who is being anti-social and they can also take alcohol off a person who is under 18. Even thought the PCSO cant make an official arrest they can still make a citizen arrest or even ask a police officer to arrest someone. The Police have also introduced ‘Special Constables’ they are volunteers but with the same powers as police officers. They work with regular officers on a regular basis which means they get the same experience and training. The only disadvantage of these could be that some young people could not take PCSO’s and Special Constables serious even thought they work with the police and this means that it can sometimes cause more anti-social behaviour 

Another as an enforcement is another form of community policing, this is the side of policing that no one wants to be a part of its when police use their powers to stop and search people on the streets another example could be a riot unit being sent out when a riot has broken out. Stop and searches are usually met with compliance when there is a reasonable reason behind them but sometimes the public can get aggravated and they can cause an outbreak of violence towards the police an example of this is the Brixton Riots. The riots have started in April of 1981 they went on for three days the rioters were predominately young black men. According to the BBC News the riots have started due to the police starting the operation ‘swamp’ accompanied by the sus law the police began performing stop and searches. The black community of Brixton believed that the police was discriminating against the black young men. In five days more than 1000 people have been stopped and searched this has aggravated the public and resulted in riots the sus law allowed the police to stop and search anyone who the police believed to potentially commit a crime. This riot has caused an estimated 7.5m in damage and left more than 300 people injured. The reason why this riot was so shocking is because the police didn’t expect the public to be enraged with their operation they started off with the intent to reduce crime. The police also didn’t have enough equipment and man power when the riots broke out. There were many reasons why the police didn’t subdue the riots one reason why would be that the police was unprepared for a large scale riot. The police also had poor communications and their tactics were questionable. If a riot like this would erupt now the police would not have as much problems subduing it due to the specialised training the police officers regularly under go in order to be ready for a large scale riot.
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