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Introduction
The emergence of COVID-19 pandemic has made virtual learning to experience tremendous growth than ever before. The number of institutions that offer online education courses has increased significantly by 44%.Education institutions have sought the use of online resources to steer learning among the students due to most learners becoming proficient in the use of technology. There is a wide connection to information as well as knowledge that easier accessibility to vast data. Virtual learning environment has become prominent in making it possible for the teachers and the students to share resources, activities and foster interaction. According to Duffy (2014), Virtual Learning environment provides the desired platform that is used in the management of learning experience, communication of the expected learning experience as well as the facilitation of the tutors and learners involvement. Virtual learning environment has made it easier for the tutors to generate online course for easier accessibility for the learners. Despite the execution of the VLE in institution some scholars believe that they waste time and do not offer the added value to teaching and learning process. The assignment is geared towards exploring the impact of virtual learning environment during this period of COVI-19 Pandemic by incorporating primary and secondary sources.
[bookmark: _Toc60609499]Literature Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]Roblyer (2016) reiterates that virtual learning environment is regarded to be a dynamic aspect due to constant evolution of digital technologies, its features and the potentialities The emergence of web 2.0 as well as the changes in the incorporation of network technologies has resulted in fulling the VLE limitations and lead to new interactions. According to Duffy (2014), the potentialities of the emergence of the Virtual Learning environment refer to an online system that entails different tools to support as well as manage learning. It is an aspect that has been adopted during this COVID-19 pandemic to ensure continuity in learning in different parts of the world to deliver materials as well as facilitate the desired communication. It has given the tutors the set opportunity of creating online courses at the same time enrolling the student by amalgamation of diverse resources that are interactive. Virtual learning environment has played a great role in enabling teachers to communicate online, developing their understanding and analytical skills (Bates and Poole, 2013). It has been considered to be a platform that utilises the learners’ reflections and encourages positive thoughts. Virtual learning environment has been considered to provide the desired inclusivity of the learners by increasing their participation in the classroom. The students have the opportunity of participating in the classroom without the anxiety of raising their hands. Therefore making it easier to share ideas with so much ease. Accessibility has also been experienced among the learners provided they have a computer and stable internet connection. The materials can be easily accessed by the learners at any time24 hours. It has provided the students with greater flexibility as well as comfort where they can learn at their own pace with a prerecorded virtual class (Akyol and Garrison, 2011). The students can also review the notes of the lecturers, assignments, quizzes and questionnaire in developing the right projects in a given subject. Virtual learning environment gives the students the opportunity to store the learning resources online, connecting the resources and generation of tests. Moreover, providing the right facility to generate blogs, review the teaching materials and use of emails. The features and potentialities of virtual learning environment have converted them into the desired spaces that give the opportunity for testing, promotion and supporting the right learning strategies (Bates and Poole, 2013).
Garrison (2015) argues that despite the benefits accrued with VLE, it has been accorded as a new dimension of in the education sector that inhibits learning and teaching in the institutions to be done at their comfort style and set up. It also prevents the success of the techniques fostered in the traditional classroom. However, institutions have to develop a positive perspective of teaching and learning to prepare for online delivery.
[bookmark: _Toc60609500]Research Methodology 
Data Collection Methods
The research considered the use of the quantitative technique that utilizes the measurable data to articulate facts as well as unearth the desired patterns in research. It also provides the required support when seeking to draw general conclusion from the study. The questionnaires were administered to collect comprehensive information concerning the effect of Virtual learning environment during this COVID-19 pandemic period in institutions. The questionnaires were distributed through the use of the email to ensure social distance is retained during this period. It also ensured that the questionnaires were convenient and flexibility in structuring them. It also ensured a wide coverage of the respondents. The study incorporated a sample size of 25 respondents that were chosen through simple random sampling. It is a sampling technique that ensured the participants were given equal opportunity of participation. The collected data was then edited and checked for completeness. It was then analysed through Microsoft excel where the data was turned into tables and graphs for easier understanding.
Ethical Consideration 
Ethics is regarded as an important aspect in the research process. There was voluntary participation for the respondents where they were given the opportunity to withdraw from the research at any stage they wished to do so. The participants were also accorded an informed consent that led to the provision of comprehensive information on the purpose of the study. Anonymity and privacy of the respondent were assured to the information provided and adherence to the Data Protection Act 1998. The researcher sought permission from the University management  to access the  respondents contacts that were majorly used for the purpose of the study.
[bookmark: _Toc60609501]Analysis and Interpretation 
The analysis was based on the data collected through the use of questionnaires that were distributed to the participants through email. The questionnaires were distributed to 25 participants though 20 were completely filled and send back culminating to 80 percent response rate.
Table 1: Gender
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Male
	12
	60

	Female
	8
	40

	TOTAL 
	20
	100


According to the  above table it can be showcased  that most of the male students participated in the study representing 60% while the females represent 40%.It can be deduced that the University has more male students than the females.

Table 2 .Age
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	18-22
	7
	35

	23-26
	8
	40

	27-30
	5
	25

	TOTAL
	20
	100


Table 2 showcases that most of the respondents are between the age 23-26 representing 40%, 18-22(35%) and 27-30 (25%).

Table 3.Educational Level
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Certificate 
	4
	20

	Diploma
	8
	40

	Post graduate Diploma
	6
	30

	Degree
	2
	10

	TOTAL 
	20
	100


 Table 3 showcases that most of the respondents are undertaking a diploma course representing 40%,post graduate diploam30%,certificate 20% and degree 10%.

Table 4: How do you rate your competence in the use of ICT?
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	High 
	12
	60

	Medium
	6
	30

	Low
	2
	10

	TOTAL
	20
	100


According to Table 4 most of the respondents have a high competence in the use of ICT representing 60%,medium 30% and  those with low competence represent 10%.It can be deduced that most of the respondents have the capacity of incorporating ICT pin their learning 


Table 5: How did you feel towards the use of the VLE in your classes
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Satisfactorily 
	11
	55

	I had technical problems
	4
	20

	I used several apps without a problem
	1
	5

	The work was minimal
	4
	20

	TOTAL
	20
	100


 According to Table 5 most of the respondents were satisfied with the use of VLE representing 55%,those that had a technical problem represent 20%,those who used several apps without a problem 5% and those that felt the work was minimal 20%.It can be deduced that the respondents were satisfied in using VLE  to undertake their classes.
Table 6: How do you rate your experience with the VLE?
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	High 
	14
	70

	Medium
	2
	10

	Low
	3
	15

	Ineffective
	1
	5

	TOTAL
	20
	100


 The above table showcases that most of the students rated their experience with VLE to be high representing 70%, medium 10%,low 15% and ineffective 5%.

Table 7: How often do you access the module online?
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Daily 
	9
	45

	Twice a week 
	7
	35

	Once a week
	3
	15

	Less than once week 
	1
	5

	TOTAL
	20
	100


 According toTabel9most of the respondents concurred to be accessing their modules online on daily basis representing 45%, those that access twice a week 35%once a week 15% and Less than once a week 5%.It shows that the online modules are convenient for the students to access than at any time.

Table 8: Does the use of the VLE for teaching and learning increase the motivation of the students
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Strongly Agree
	16
	80

	Agree
	2
	10

	Neutral 
	0
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	2
	10

	Disagree
	0
	0

	TOTAL 
	20
	100


 The above table showcases that most of the respondents strongly agreed representing 80% that the VLE increases their motivation, Agree 10% and strongly Agree 10%.It can  be deduced that students prefer to use VLE in undertaking their learning.
Table 9: Does the use of the VLE in teaching and learning help develop student independent learning?
	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Strongly Agree
	17
	85

	Agree
	2
	10

	Neutral
	0
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0
	0

	Disagree
	1
	5

	TOTAL 
	20
	100


 According to Table 9 most of the respondents strongly agreed that VLE leads to development of independent learning signifying 85%, Agree 10% and Disagree 10%. It can be concluded that most of the respondents are satisfied in using VLE since it leads to independent learning.
[bookmark: _Toc60609502]Conclusion 
The study explored the impact of virtual learning environment at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The research majorly utilised primary sources through the use of the questionnaires that were administered through email. The secondary sources consisted the use of journals, books and articles based on the subject topic. Based on the data collected through the administration of a questionnaire VLE has increased the students’ motivation due to its convenience. It has also led to independent learning among the learners. The students can also access the modules on daily basis for easier reference while undertaking their assignment. According to the publication Virtual learning environment according to the scholars has had a great impact to the learners. It has made it easier for the learners to gain the desired knowledge at their own comfort and it has also steered flexibility in terms of teaching and learning.
It is recommended that during Post-Covid the institutions have to consider the incorporation of the different technological aspects to steer the positive aspects of a virtual learning environment. Educators have to embrace the change in the paradigm shift to successful teach in an virtual learning environment.
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1. Gender 
· Male 
· Female
2. Age
· 18-22
· 23-26
· 27-30
3. Educational Level
· Certificate
· Diploma
· Post Graduate Diploma
· Degree
4. How do you rate your competence in the use of ICT?
· High 
· Medium 
· Low
5. How did you feel towards the use of the VLE in your classes
· Satisfactorily
· I had technical problems
· I used several apps without problems
· The work was minimal
6. How do you rate your experience with the VLE?
· High 
· Medium
· Low
· Ineffective
7. How often do you access the module online?
· Daily
· Twice a week
· Once a week 
· Less than once a week
8. Does the use of the VLE for teaching and learning increase the motivation of the students
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree
9. Does the use of the VLE in teaching and learning help develop student independent learning?
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral 
· Disagree
· Strongly Disagree
Response	Certificate 	Diploma	Post graduate Diploma	Degree	20	40	30	10	Series 2	Certificate 	Diploma	Post graduate Diploma	Degree	Series 3	Certificate 	Diploma	Post graduate Diploma	Degree	Response	High	Medium	low	60	30	10	Response	High 	Medium	Low	Ineffective	70	10	15	5	Response	Daily 	Twice a week	Once a week 	Less than once a week 	45	35	15	5	Series 2	Daily 	Twice a week	Once a week 	Less than once a week 	Series 3	Daily 	Twice a week	Once a week 	Less than once a week 	Response	Male	Female	60	40	Series 2	Male	Female	Series 3	Male	Female	Response	18-22	23-26	27-30	35	40	25	Series 2	18-22	23-26	27-30	Series 3	18-22	23-26	27-30	15

