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If asked what common law is, most people would say a set of rules that were made for us to follow, when in fact it can be a lot more complicated and in depth then this. At the core of any common law is a legal principle, which in law jargon can be pronounced as “stare decisis” which means “to stand by things” in Latin. [ A lot of law terms stem from the Latin language.] This can also be referred to as caselaw. 
An example of a common Law is The Offences Against the Persons Act 1861. This law is still in place even though it has faced a lot of criticism for not being clear of the offences in order of seriousness, the mental element of some offences is not clearly set out and the language is said to be archaic and obscure.
If a court makes decisions based on the facts they have found, then that court is obligated to follow that decision if they make a ruling on the same issue. The same is to be said if the decision is made by higher courts fir example a supreme court are more binding to theses facts on lower courts with the same or similar jurisdiction.
An example of common law being used is Airedale N.H.S. Trust v Bland [1993] A.C. 789 (House of Lords). This case was about a young man name Tony Bland, who was crushed at a football game which left him in a vegetative state. He had been in this state for three years and was only being kept alive by the life support machines, which controlled his heartbeat, breathing, and digestion. Because it was controlling all of these active organs, he was deemed alive. The hospital then asked for his parent’s consent to remove the life support, which included the full termination of his ventilation, nutrition and artificial hydration, as it had been so long and he was not regaining consciousness.
The courts recognised this as an intention to cause death lord Goff said "to cross the Rubicon which runs between on the one hand the care of the living patient and on the other hand euthanasia - actively causing his death to avoid or to end his suffering. Euthanasia is not lawful at common law".
Even though they withdrew treatment, there was actually no lawful duty to treat, as the treatment was not working or helping him to regain consciousness. His vegetative state did not improve so they were left with no choice, according to the ones who stopped the life support machine.
Another part of law is Civil law which in simpler terms is another side of Law which does not deal with crimes but deals with other civil issues, for example, contract law. Law of tort, family law, employment law, land law and it can be used in supporting businesses to protect their property in copyright law, just to name a few. An example of A civil law act is, the civil liability act 2018.
It can also be used to help protect against issues like defamation of character, property destruction and negligence in the workforce which can result in injury and sometimes even death.  It can be defined as non-criminal law, which is used to settle disputes and issues between private citizens. This is not always in a court setting but can be done between barristers in private chambers. 

The contrast between the two is common law is the system used in England and Wales. This is when the court makes a decision about a case in which the decision is part of the law of that particular country. Civil Law is more based on legislation where the judge’s decisions do not affect the laws of the country. Civil law was developed from Roman law used int the roman empire and is more commonly used all over the world in countries such as; Almost all of Europe, Asia and South America.
The main difference between Common and civil law is the courts itself, because civil cases are between plaintiffs and/or private organisation and people. Whereas common law is within the courts itself.
The history of common law helps to understand how common law helps produce the body of law was actually created, why its relevant and how common law was created. The law in a nutshell means a law common to the people of England, which is controlled by the royal courts. Without a platform for  legitimising the law making decision there was little chance for the common laws to be created in the first place. This type of law in particular is very important for helping to make and legitimise legal decisions, that can be upheld in a court of law.
There are many examples of common law at this present time in workplaces. Here are some examples of the common law practises; Discrimination based on race, religion, gender and/or sexuality. Bullying and harassment, Disability, equal pay, age discrimination redundancy and Unfair dismissal and employee grievances.

These laws exist to ensure fair processes are held in all areas of a workplace and business. This can also help regulate good relationships between employers and their employees. If these common laws were not in place, workers could suffer from unfair and unfavourable treatment at the workplaces from either their employers or other employees. There would be no way of fighting for their rights if these laws were not in place, so they are in fact crucial and very important to be in place in the UK. 
In conclusion common law is the main backbone of law as it forms part of the systems of law, used in jurisdictions of the UK. These laws are based on precedents of judge’s decisions. The way the judges’ decisions usually work to make these laws is they study reports of older cases and then derive certain principles from them which can be applied by other judges in future.
However civil law cases can be disputed between two individuals and/or and organisation. The person who starts a case is referred to as the claimant, and the party who the legal action is being taken against is called the defendant. In civil cases the claim takes action against the defendant, who then can be liable to be sued for compensation for example an amount of money. Other outcomes of breaking such laws can result in, punishment via community service, fines and prison sentences if deemed suitable to do so. This all depends on the cases and decision made by the judge This decision can be made in private chambers but is usually made by a judge.
All in all the purpose criminal law is to protects individuals and society as whole against persons who are breaking the law, by doing such criminal actions as discrimination and neglect for example. Action is then taken to ensure fair treatment of the person who has been discriminated against. This can also help prevent any such crimes happening in future. 
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