Website critique https://www.scientology.org Tia Carson-Davies
Executive summary
I have chosen to critique a website belonging to a movement, that can come under the “new religious movements” umbrella. The movement have chosen is ‘Scientology’ which comes under psychology. I chose this website as I had little knowledge about the movement and wanted to further my knowledge on Scientology, thinking that I could learn a bit about the New Religious Movement through reading through and critiquing this website ‘Scientology’(https://www.scientology.org).
Areas I focused on critiquing include the content, appearance and audience of the website.
I found that the website is aiming to recruit people, but also to educate people. It has sections for people with different amounts of knowledge on the movement, such as if you are new to it and want to know the basic beliefs, who started it, what they do and who they help etc, or if you want to be involved in the movement with volunteering, attending a church etc. 
I would say that the target audience is quite a large audience as it is anybody who wants to learn about the new religious movement. It is not specific to already existing members of the movement, but to everyone with all of the information you could need.
The website however was slightly complicated with all of the different links, it could take hours and hours if not days to go through the website, reading everything, watching all of the clips, with the links to books etc.
The material was easy to engage with as it had a variation of information to grab the audience’s attention and want to look further into the website, and join the cause if they are interested in doing so, and was nicely written in a way and font that is easy to read and to keep the audience focused. It is also very aesthetically pleasing with everything set up smartly. 
The material is very accessible and easy to navigate around with all of the videos available to watch straight from the website, setup in a way that although there is lots of information and videos etc included, it would be easy to find what you are looking for. 
Introduction
The aim of this report is to critique a website belonging to a movement/organisation, that can come under the “new religious movements” umbrella. I have chosen the new religious movement ‘scientology’ which comes under psychology. Google Dictionary defines ‘Scientology’ as:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“a religious system based on the seeking of self-knowledge and spiritual fulfilment through graded courses of study and training. It was founded by American science fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard (1911–86) in 1955.”
I will be writing a website critique on a website called ‘Scientology’ https://www.scientology.org

I will be finding out whether the website content is appropriate helpful but it focuses on who the audiences what it has been created to do if it is in gauging easy to get into you want to read attractive and encourages people to join the cause 
I will not be critiquing the website solely on its information about the New Religious Movement, but on whether it conveys its message well, attracts its target audience to the website and fulfils its purpose.

I chose this website as I had heard of the new religious movement Scientology  but did not have any previous college of the religion but was intrigued and I wanted to learn about it and understand it better, therefore I chose to critique a website on this new religious movement
Content
This website is about the new religious movement ‘Scientology’. It includes headings which it focuses on such as:
· ‘How we help’
· So the audience can choose to read from options within this area about how Scientology helps with ‘the way to happiness’, ‘voice for humanity’, ‘applied scholastics’,’criminon’, ‘narconon’, ‘the truth about drugs, ‘united for human rights’, ‘citizens commission on human rights, and ‘scientology volunteer ministers’.
· Each heading has its own logo and a page of information with videos and further categories within the headings.
· ‘Scientology today’
· ‘Expansion’, international events’, ‘religious freedom’, ‘scientology tv’ and ‘how we help news’ are the further dropdown headings for this
· “L. Ron Hubbard” – which includes a few videos to do with L. Ron Hubbard, ‘the founder of dianetics and scientology’
· This would give people an insight in to the history and background of how the new religious movement came about
· When you scroll down further the website includes further specific videos, some in the words of L. Ron Hubbard himself
· “What is Scientology” – This heading would be very useful for somebody such as myself, or somebody who wants to learn about scientology to know the basics about the new religious movement as some of the dropdown options include; ‘beliefs and practices’, ‘meet a scientologist’, ‘basic principles of scientology’ and ‘inside a church’. 
· “FAQ” and “Books”
· “Churches” – this category, in my opinion, would be more for somebody who already knows a fair amount about scientology and is wanting to attend a church to practice it. 
The website is packed with information, which would seem too much if somebody was just having a quick look at the website, for example myself as I was only critiquing the website, my main focus was not to find out about the movement itself. It appears slightly complicated with all of the different links, and would take lots of time to through the website, reading everything, watching all of the clips, with the links to books etc.
The material was easy to engage with as it had a variation of information to grab the audience’s attention and want to look further into the website, and join the cause if they are interested in doing so, and was nicely written in a way and font that is easy to read and to keep the audience focused. It is also very aesthetically pleasing with everything set up smartly. It includes information in various forms suitable for a wide range of audiences, including videos, links to books, images and text.
The material is very accessible and easy to navigate around with all of the videos available to watch straight from the website, setup in a way that although there is lots of information and videos etc included, it would be easy to find what you are looking for. 
The content within this website is all extremely helpful, it seems to include everything that a person may want to know about the new religious movement.
Audience
I believe that the website is aiming to recruit people, but also to educate. It is aimed at an audience of people who are wanting to learn about scientology for the first time, to further their knowledge and become part of the movement, or to engage with the movement further. It has sections for people with different amounts of knowledge on the movement, for example if you are new to it and want to know the basic beliefs, who started it, what they do and who they help etc, or if you want to be involved in the movement with volunteering, attending a church etc. 
I would say that the target audience is quite a large audience as it is anybody who wants to learn about the new religious movement. It is not specific to already existing members of the movement, but to everyone with all of the information you could need.
Appearance and structure
Initially I responded very well to the appearance of the website. I saw a beautiful photograph as the background, which slowly changed, sort of a slide show of aesthetically pleasing images as beautiful backgrounds for the home page.
The font sizes are all a good size and the font itself is simple and easy to read, with a similar font being used throughout the website.
My initial opinion on the website was that it was extremely aesthetically pleasing 
There is a video on the right-hand side it seems that this was placed specifically in that area on purpose as it would not be the first thing a person would look at. It is not forcing the audience to look at or watch the video straight away. It is believed that the first place someone looks when opening a website is the left, in sort of an imaginary upside-down triangle where the top left is in particular focus, which is where the logo and name of the website ‘Scientology’ is placed.




Conclusion
I chose this website as I was curious to find out about Scientology and though that I could learn a bit about the New Religious Movement through reading through and critiquing this website ‘Scientology’.
The website is aiming to recruit people and educate people. For people who are already members, wanting to be a member, or just wanting knowledge on Scientology.
The material was easy to engage with as it was well structured had the main categories across the top of the home page which is easily accessible to the audience. The material is engaging, with well written text, eye catching images and videos being used. While including a range of different ways to inform the audience, the website did not appear cluttered or messy, it remained very well structured through each small heading and category.
The font sizes were all easy to read and remained the same throughout the website, as well as the suitable colour scheme of the font and images.
My first thought on the website was that it was extremely aesthetically pleasing as it included a beautiful photograph as the background, which slowly changed, sort of a slide show of aesthetically pleasing images as beautiful backgrounds for the home page, with a video on the right side of the home page. The structure of the website looked as though the creator had thought it out properly and found a way no include lots of information to inform the audience, while engaging them and not overwhelming with text, images and videos.
On the whole, the web site is likely to be attract and encourage people to join the movement due to how it is written with information suited for different audiences and different types of information for people who like to read, or look at images, or watch videos. Also included are other ‘related sites’ linked at the top of the homepage to encourage further research and engagement with Scientology.
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