Chapter 5 – Findings and Conclusion

5.1 Introduction
The previous chapter of this project analysed the results obtained from the questionnaire given to Detectives working within the Rape Investigation Team (RIT) in South Wales Police (SWP). This chapter will conclude on the main findings of this project, the limitations of this project and potential recommendations to encourage victims of sexual violence to report crimes to police. 

5.2 Achievement of objectives
The objectives set for this project have been successfully met in the following chapters.
1. The research of serious high-profile sexual offences involving serving police officers which have had catastrophic impact on the public’s trust in UK policing. Specifically concentrating on females and the barriers this has created to prevent individuals reporting crimes to police.
This objective was met within the second chapter, the literature review. A detailed review of existing literature surrounding public trust in policing and the analysis of high-profile cases which have impacted the trust of individuals. This objective continued to be discussed throughout the project, specifically in chapter four where the analysis of the questionnaire findings was discussed.  
2. To review the number of sexual assault and rape cases reported to police and why the conviction rates for these are staggeringly low and how these statistics impact other victims in reporting similar crimes. 
Similarly to the previous objective, the literature review for this project outlined the statistics of sexual violence cases reported to police and the potential impacts these have on victims of sexual crimes. 
3. To evaluate how UK policing can rebuild the trust of female victims and the steps which could be taken to better support victims of sexual violence.  
This objective was met in chapter four, following the collection of data in the questionnaire from serving Detectives within the Rape Investigation Team in South Wales Police. 



5.3 Main findings
It is no surprise that public trust in policing has decreased significantly in recent times. This is due to several reasons, however the most prudent finding in this project was the impact of high-profile cases involving serving police officers committing sexual crimes against females. This topic was discussed at length within the literature review of this project, detailing how females were less likely to report sexual assaults to police following the uncovering of the offences committed by two serving police officers. However, within chapter four of this project, Detectives working within the Rape Investigation Team based in South Wales Police believed there had been an increase in victims reporting crimes to police following the publication and conviction of these individuals. There is clearly a divide in opinion surrounding this topic and in evaluating the findings of this project, this is seemingly because individuals have differing points of view on this topic. Clearly, what serving police officers experience within their role is different to the viewpoint that majority of the public with no inside knowledge of policing hold. Evidently, there is further research to be considered to obtain a clear understanding of this topic, however on initial review of the data, this assumption can confidently be made.
Although there is a disparity of views surrounding this area, this project has identified steps that police forces are currently taking to encourage trusting relationships between the police and public. Such as, a vetting review of all serving police officers as well as new recruits. This is a positive initiative being undertaken and is hoped to uncover any predatory individuals within forces. Whilst highlighting and preventing certain individuals from becoming a police officer, the initiative also seeks to instil a level of quality and professionalism within all recruits as they move through their training and onto protecting the public. 
The investigation of sexual crimes can be very difficult and complex, as highlighted in chapter two and four of this project, the statistics of cases which lead to obtaining a conviction are alarmingly low. This project has detailed the main difficulties faced by police officers when investigating these crimes, such as victims withdrawing their support of a criminal investigation, as well as a lack of evidence including forensic/digital evidence to obtain a charge against a perpetrator. This is an extremely sad reality of these crimes which see such low convictions rates. It is truly unsurprising that so little victims pursue a formal complaint against a perpetrator as there is a perceived lack of confidence in a case which is brought forward actually resulting in a conviction. 

5.4 Recommendations
The following recommendations are based on the findings from this research project and recommendations suggested by Detectives working within the Rape Investigation Team based in South Wales Police.

5.4.1 Vetting review of police officers and staff
This project has highlighted despicable crimes committed by serving police officers which has had a devastating effect on public trust. To re-build trusting relationships with the public, it’s recommended that a thorough vetting review is conducted of all serving police officers and staff. The vetting review process could be implemented on a 5-to-10-year basis for serving officers, to ensure that there are no changes in character during their tenure. This should highlight any bad characters within police forces and in still trust within the public. It is noted that the government has introduced this already to police forces, however there is little literature to detail the results of these reviews and whether this has impacted the trust of the public towards police.

5.4.2 Campaigns advocating the importance of reporting sexual crimes
As recommended by Detectives within the findings chapter, an increase of campaigns advocating the importance of reporting sexual crimes, and the support available to victims may encourage individuals in coming forward to report incidents. Although there are some charities currently conducting fantastic work for these victims, it may be beneficial to increase these and encourage more publication around this topic. It is possible to surmise that victims of these offences feel isolated and alone in the hours and days post the incidents, so continual publication of the support channels available to them could have a considerable positive impact. It is also worth noting the importance to publicise that these campaigns offer anonymity to victims, which may aid in giving further confidence to victims in coming forward. 

5.4.3 Force wide Sexual Offence First Responder (SOFR) training
In line with the findings from Operation Soteria, there appears to be a lack of specialist knowledge and training for officers to respond to reports of sexual crime. A recommendation would be for all officers to receive SOFR training, this in turn would ensure that every officer has the skills and knowledge to respond to reports of sexual crime. Furthermore, the training would ensure that officers are fully versed in methods to obtain critical golden hour evidence. In delivering this training to all officers, there are grounds to suggest that it may pave the way towards developing a trusting link between victims and police, as the public would be aware that all officers are qualified to offer the support needed when they are responding to an incident of sexual crime.

5.5 Limitations
As with any research project, there have been limitations such as the time horizon, methods in which to collate information, and the set limit of an 8,000-word count. 
Consideration was made for the utilization of two questionnaires, one specifically for Detectives within the Rape Investigation Team and another for members of the public. However, due to the time restraints, the researcher decided to undertake a single questionnaire. It is important to highlight that by only utilizing one sampling strategy, the results of this project may be biased as the information collected is from serving police officers only. To obtain a balanced view, it would be beneficial to collect the views and opinions of the public also which could then be compared with the findings provided by Detectives. 

5.6 Conclusion
This research project has successfully achieved the research aims and objectives set. The researcher has presented the key findings of the research, detailing how the impact of serving police officers crimes has impacted public trust and the processes now being introduced to re-build this trust. This project has also outlined the challenges and difficulties police officers face when investigating sexual crimes and the potential reasons why some cases do not progress to court. 
It is important to record that although this project has met the objectives set, the research collated is significantly influenced by the views of serving police officers. As noted, it would be beneficial for future research to be conducted detailing the views of the public to provide a more holistic view.
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