In one of my previous pieces of work I had taken an image of someone who in that image had clingfilm wrapped around their face to represent being suffocated by their own negative thoughts. After doing that I decided to explore another idea which was plastic pollution and how we as humans contribute to the waste of plastic as we use it in our everyday lives sometimes without realising. I feel if someone was to look around their house, they would have some sort of plastic laying around. Which was where my idea came from to use portrait of people or a person then layer plastic items on them somehow.

[image: ]To begin researching my idea I looked at how other photographers had explored the topic themselves, I came across a picture of a globe in a plastic bag representing the effects this will have on the world though after taking pictures similar to that I decided that it was too literal and wanted to express my ideas conceptually.

After that I then came across the photographer Vilde Rolsfsen who uses plastic bags she finds over time and creates abstract landscapes. Which I found very intriguing so that’s when I thought of collecting plastic bags/ waste from my flat to incorporate them in my work as I knew I wanted to do portraits I had to find a way I could combine the two ideas together. I also am fascinated by the tones and texture within her work. 
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[image: ]I later came up with the idea of sewing the plastic into the portraits adding texture and depth to the original image, by doing this I felt I could manipulate the images in many different ways to change the original image and concept completely. For inspiration of how I could sew into the work I looked at the work of Maurizio Anzeri who embroiders into his work to make his images different from the standard portrait which is something I wanted to do myself. 
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[image: ]Final piece











[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I think the outcome of my idea came out even better than I expected as I was able to do it on something I feel strongly about which is how people complain about plastic pollution yet do nothing about it as we are stuck in a cycle of using or buying more things with plastic, which I feel a lot of us are guilty for. My work also represents how if we do nothing, we will be the ones to complain when it’s us who are doing it, so we should do something before it’s too late. I also feel that with how I have created my images it can also be up for interpretation and the person who is viewing could see something totally different. Sewing plastic that I found or owned myself into these images shows how easy it is to fall into the habit of it. I think the plastic also adds more depth and textures into my work which I’m happy about.


https://www.pinterest.com/pin/647392515163467029/
https://thearchivecollective.com/2017/02/vilde-rolfsen-plastic-bag-landscapes/
https://www.saatchigallery.com/artists/maurizio_anzeri.htm 
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