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Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.
)



	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	Revise the reference conventions and follow them.

	Targed/Target 2
	Read more widely. Lit. is used critically but a greater range of perspectives would be beneficial.

	Targed/Target 3
	



The foundation phase is very child centered and puts the child in the middle. Every decision made within the education system, specifically in the foundation phase, always revolves around the children in the education system. The foundation phase includes children ages 3-7 years. Within the foundation phase, children go through four different year groups. These year groups are nursery, reception, year 1 and year 2. The foundation phase revolves around the seven areas of learning. These seven areas include –
· Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity
· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills
· Mathematical Development
· Welsh Language Development
· Knowledge and Understanding of the World
· Physical Development
· Creative Development
These areas create the basis of what the children will learn. These lessons can be taught in many ways, from practical activities to active learning. Using play to teach is also considered important within the foundation phase. Gov.Wales says that play can be one of the key ways in which children learn. 'We know from evidence that learning through play is a powerful tool.' (How is my child doing in the foundation phase? 2019) This shows how learning through play is a big part of the foundation phase. If used correctly, for example through role-play, children can learn and benefit in ways that wouldn't have been possible if they were just taught by sitting down on the carpet and listening to their teacher talk. Being able to create different experiences for children to learn through play can be highly beneficial to them. 
At present, Wales are following their current curriculum which has been in place since 2008. Throughout their early years of learning, teachers create a foundation phase profile which helps keep track of how that child is doing throughout their time in the foundation phase. This profile will also help when trying to indicate whether a child has any developmental delays and whether they may need extra support throughout school. At the end of the foundation phase in year 2, children undergo national literacy and numeracy tests. This helps give a clear understanding of the level of learning a child is on, and what needs to be focused on when they proceed further on in their educational journey. 
During this assignment, I will focus on three specific pedagogical principles, these three being –
· [bookmark: _Hlk36122328]Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
· Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
· Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
Pedagogical principles are defined as the technique and practice of good teaching. The pedagogy of teaching refers to the way teachers deliver their lessons and what sort of techniques they may use. The way the teacher delivers their lessons is solely based on their personal experiences and research. 
During my time at my placement school, I noted that my class teacher involved the children in what their lessons would entail. This way of teaching focused on the two pedagogical principles, good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching and good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. She picked the topic for the term, which was dragons, castles and knights. She then asked the class what questions they had about the topic, for example, one of the children asked, 'How do dragons breathe fire?' She recorded the questions which the children asked, and then based her lessons on those questions. I used some of the questions they asked too, to create my own lessons for them. My class teacher also included the parents in this, as she sent out a letter to them, explaining what the topic was and what it would entail. Including children and their families in their own lessons can be very beneficial to their learning. Maria Montessori's view of education has several themes, one of which is that a child's independence is extremely important. She explains that 'education begins at birth with the child following their own timetable rather than an adult determined curriculum dictating a fixed stock of knowledge to be impaired to the child.' (Miller and Pound, 2012) Although Montessori believes a child should have full independence, I believe that a collaboration of ideas from both adult and child is more beneficial to the child's learning. Participation is acknowledged throughout the world, for example, in Reggio Emilia, which encompasses a community approach to learning. 'Children are able to work collaboratively with the practitioners to develop their own individual curricula.' (Kay, 2012) Having a range of ideas created by both adult and child opens more opportunities for a child to learn. 
A child being able to voice their own opinions also includes Article 12 which states that every child has the right to their own opinion and for that opinion to be heard and taken seriously by adults. Listening to a child can create many positive outcomes in their lives. Their voices being heard, and their thoughts and opinions being acknowledged and acted upon can improve their sense of self-confidence and self-belief. Giving a classroom full of children the option to ask questions about the topic they will undertake exercises their right to an opinion and gives them the opportunity to think deeper into the topic and will also help them try and engage with the topic and the lessons to come. My class teacher did use a blend of approaches to teach her class, and used techniques, such as including the children in her planning, as she believed it was the best way to teach and engage the children. 
Pupil voice is an important aspect when being a teacher, however, making sure a class of 30+ children are all able to have their voices heard can be difficult. To overcome this difficulty, teachers could create a timetable. Ten children could be picked each term and at the beginning of every term, those ten children can give their own thoughts and opinions on how they feel their lessons are going, what they would like to see in future lessons and so on. Dividing them into ten each term means that at the end of the school year, all thirty students would have been given the opportunity to have their voice and opinions heard.
Learning through play is important when taking into consideration how children learn in the foundation phase. Children can learn through both structured and unstructured play. Structured play is usually planned by the class teacher. In my placement school, my teacher structured lessons where the children were spilt into groups of four and five. She then placed the different groups on tables, whilst she would work with one group at a time. They would then move around, like a carousel. She created an enhanced provision table each week which determined what activities would be on each table. This is an example of structured play, the teacher planning and creating the environment for the children. My teacher also used unstructured play within her daily routine. After lunch, the children were able to have 'free play' meaning they were able to play wherever they wanted within the classroom with whatever they wanted and with whomever they chose. Montessori believed that the role of the adult was to create a balance of both structured and unstructured play and learning. 'Preparing an environment based on observations of the child's development, needs and interests but without seeking to impose adult ideas…' (Miller and Pound 2012) This quote suggests that the adult's role is an important factor when learning through play, however, the child's own ideas and needs are a top priority, because if that is lost when learning through play, children are only learning through their teachers own knowledge and experience and not their own experiences. The planning that is needed to go into those lessons can also be structured in a specific way. The 'bottom-up' approach to planning suggests there are three main points when planning. The focus task, the enhanced provision, and continuous provision. My class teacher started by introducing them to the focus task that they were about to undertake. They were then split and by the end of the lesson all children would have completed the focus task. However, the tables they moved to and from were all planned through enhanced provision. As stated above, my class teacher planned her enhanced provision weekly and tried to link the enhanced provision with whatever the focus task was. When the class completed the focus task, she would further develop the lessons and see how much the children understood, which was her continuous provision. This method of planning ensures that all the elements of learning are coming together. The teacher has a focus task but uses the environment and enhanced provision to further improve the children's knowledge of that area. The teacher then ensures that whatever they have learned is continuously being monitored.
During my time in my placement school I also noted that my teacher included a wide range of lessons that inter-linked with each other. This focused on the pedagogical principle, good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience. For example, together we came up with a lesson that focused on mathematical development, one of the seven areas of learning. The children had to give the right amount of money to purchase something for their dragon. However, we linked language, literacy and communication too. The children had to role-play and imagine that they were in a shop and they were purchasing things for the dragon. They needed to use relevant language for this and imitate a real-life experience. 
This way of inter-linking the seven areas of learning can be known as cross-curricular learning. Although the subjects being involved with each other is an important factor in cross-curricular learning, Jonathan Barnes also suggests that good cross-curricular learning pedagogy should be relevant and up-to-date with today's society. 'This knowledge of 'here and now' can be built into every lesson' (Barnes, 2015) By taking the time to interact with the world around the children in their class, teachers are then motivating learning and engagement from their students. If the teacher is out of touch with the society the children are living in, then they may not receive those children's full potential. Andrew Pollard created three skills lists, A, B and C. The three pedagogical skills lists give bullet points on how to use cross-curricular learning effectively. All three skill lists should be used together to promote excellent cross-curricular learning. Barnes suggests that poor cross-curricular teaching can result in short-term learning which will have no importance or relevance in the child's future learning. It is important that cross-curricular learning is done correctly because if it isn't children could end up with unnecessary confusion on certain subjects within the education system.
The current foundation phase curriculum 'encourages children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more enjoyable and more effective.' (Curriculum for Wales, 2020) The curriculum as a whole is split into key stages with moderation and attainment levels at every key stage. A benefit of the foundation phase is that it gives children the opportunity to improve their own self-confidence and independence. They have a choice of what they want to do during their time in school. As I said previously, my placement school uses 'free play' after lunch, so the children can make their own decisions and can decide whether they want to role-play, do some mathematics, English or creative activity. The teacher prepared these options for the children; however, they had the independence and choice to decide what they wanted to do. Although this is a benefit of the foundation phase, it can also be a disadvantage. Giving children the opportunity to make their own decisions can lead to them choosing the easier, more enjoyable options. A child of four would be more inclined to choose to play with cars as their activity during 'free play' rather than sitting down and doing a mathematics activity. Estyn found that children were not learning to the highest of their ability as activities that were prepared for them were not challenging enough and that the balance of child-led and teacher-led activities was imbalanced. 'In a significant minority of schools, children are not learning enough in the Foundation Phase.' (Literacy and the foundation phase, 2011) This quote comes from the Estyn report Literacy and the foundation phase, which found that although the foundation phase was beneficial to pupils well-being, some schools were failing to grasp both the children's well-being and their academic abilities were equally important and both a top priority. Estyn suggests that to overcome this issue, schools should plan more interesting and challenging lessons to improve thinking, communication, numeracy and ICT skills. They also suggest that those planned activities be well-planned and offer an abundance of different opportunities for their pupils. 
I believe that the foundation phase and key stage 2 are too separate in their approaches to learning. The foundation phase offers a more independent, exciting approach to learning, whereas, key stage 2 has a more didactic approach to learning and teaching, and children are often told what to do rather than given the opportunity to make their own decisions. The move from the foundation phase and key stage 2 can be difficult for some children due to the difference between them. Outdoor learning and learning through play are seen to be highly used learning techniques throughout the foundation phase, however, those approaches seem to be lost when children move to key stage 2. Trying to blend the learning of both foundation phase and key stage 2 together could help those children who may struggle with the sudden change to how they learn. Estyn's effective practice report on pupils leading their own learning experience shows that co-operative learning helps to improve teacher and pupil relationships and helps accomplish high standards within the school setting. A primary school in Flintshire, who has adopted this approach, states that 'Co-operative learning is one of the five core strategies that has been embedded in whole school practice to ensure consistency from nursery to Year 6.' (Pupils lead their own learning experience | Estyn, n.d.) This example of effective practice by Estyn shows that giving children the opportunity to give their opinions throughout their time in school, both foundation phase and key stage 2, can be very beneficial to pupil well-being and their level of work. 
I also believe that a child's individual learning should be measured on how much they have progressed over an academic year. For example, a child who started their year knowing one out of six read write inc sounds and then achieved four out of six sounds by the end of the year, has achieved more than a child who started the year knowing four out of six and finished the year knowing all six sounds, for they have shown the most progression. I believe education should be based on progression more than attainment levels. The new curriculum for Wales is based around this opinion and professor Graham Donaldson has stated that the 'defining characteristic of the framework is the emphasis placed on learners' progression.' (Introduction to curriculum for Wales guidance- Hwb, 2020)
To conclude, I believe that the pedagogical principles are extremely important when trying to be an excellent teacher. The three outlined above; Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest and good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience, focus on using different approaches that are effective in a teacher's individual classroom. They also focus on creating tasks and activities which focus on a child's previous knowledge, whilst also linking all areas of learning to each lesson. Good teaching and learning can be achieved by using the pedagogical principles, even though individual teachers will use the principles in their own unique way. I believe that good practice should include following the pedagogical principles, giving children the opportunity to make their own choices but also making sure I prepare engaging and enriching activities and lessons so the children are able to fully progress and reach their full potential. 
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