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COMMISSION QN THE EMPLQYMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG "D
PERSONS, AND WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE.

THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

May 1t pLEsSE Your Masesty,

1. We, the Commissioners appointed by Your Majesty to inquire into the
Employment of Children, Young Persons, and Women in Agriculture, “ for the purposc
“ of ascertaining to what extent, and with what modifications, the principles of the
« Factory Acts can be adopted for the regulation of such employment, and especially
“ with a view to the better education of such children,” humbly submit to Your Majesty
this Third Report of our Proceedings in execution of Your Majesty’s Commission.

2. This Report is confined to Wales.

3. We regret. to have lost the services of the Honourable Edward Stanhope as one of
our Assistant Commissioners, the duties of the Commission having occupied more of his
time than he was able conveniently to give to them. To supply his place we proposed
to the Secretary of State to reappoint Mr. Robert Boyle, whose Report on Somersct-
shire is included in our Second Report. ‘Ihe consent of the Secretary of State having
been obtained, Mr. Boyle commenced his duties on the 1st of October 1869.

4. The Assistant Comnissioners have presented to us their Reports on the counties
assigned to them; namely, the Honourable Edwin B. Portman on the counties of
‘Glamorgan and Brecon ; Mr. Norman on the counties of Anglesea, Carnarvon, Denbigh,
and Flint; Mr. Culley on the counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen; Mr. Henry
Tremenheere on Cardiganshire, Montgomeryshire, and Merionethshire, and Mr. Boyle
on Monmouthshire dnd Radnorshire.

5. The course of proceeding of all the Assistant Commissioners was, as before, to
select, under the best local advice, certain districts in each county that might be con-
sidered typical, to inake their inquiries as minute as possible in those districts, and to
invite opinions-and information, by their circulars of inquiry and other means, from the
portions of the county exterior to those districts.

6. In considering the question of education in Wales, and the material and social
condition of the agricultural labouring class as affecting it, the two leading peculiarities
‘of the Principality have to be borne in mind, the large proportion of the total area
occupied by elevated hill and mountain land, and the language.

7. Of the total area of 4,734,487 statute acres in Wales, including Monmouthshire, Area of
‘there weré in 1868 according to the Agricultural Returns prescnted to Parliament for Wales.
that year by the Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, of heath and mountain
land 2,503,646, or upwards of one haif; in * permanent pastures,” including the
-extensive sheep runs on the hills, there were 1,415,327 acres; leaving only 1,888,117
acres under cultivation in corn, green crops, bare for fallow, and grass, under rotation; Avea under)
namely, in'corn 547,573, in green crops 128,292, in bare fallow 83,720, and in grass, &c. cultivation.
under rotation 328,232 acres.

8. According to the census of 1861 the total labouring population of all ages engaged Population.
in agriculture, includizg persons engaged about animals, in the Principality was 187,612,
of whom 124,874 w212 males, and 58,738, or nearly one half, were females,

9. Of males under 20 years of age so employed there were 26,655, and of ‘females
9,451, .

10, The arable:land of the vallies, and the tracts.of rich loam by the sea, are cccupied Distribu-
for the most part in small farms, ranging from under 20 to about 80 acres, farms of a tion of.
larger size, from 100-to 300 or 400 acres, being comparatively rare. In many instances
these farms have sheep-runs on the adjoining hills. .

11, On the hills there are extensive sheep-runs; the occupiers being often rather shep-

‘herds. than farmers ; and both on the hills and iis the vallies, there is a numerous class of
small freeholders cultivating their own Jands by the-aid. of their families,

-
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12. These freeholds appear to have-originated from three causes; 1, in squatters
building upon the wastes and taking in small portions of land ; 2, in- the custom once
very prevalent of granting building leases forlong terms of years, and leases for lives: of
unimproved lands; 3, in the sales of Crown lands.

13. The large proportion of the total acreage of the country that is occupied with
sheep-runs, and in breeding and dairying, and the small proportion in tillage, accounts
to a great extent for the small proportionate number of -persons engaged: in agricultural
lubour.  This proportion is still further réduced by the fact that, the holdings being
generally small, a great deal of the required work is done by the farmers and their families
without any Lired labour.

14. The small holdings have also another marked effect, namely,.that as the farmer js
often of the same grade as, or very little above that of the labourer, the habit is still very
common of boarding and lodging the labourers in farm service, both male and female,
children and adults, or providing food for the adult labourers on the working days.

15. Thence it happens that the agricultural Libourer, as widerstood in England; naniely,
as ‘““a man providing his vwn food and that of his. family, dependent altogetlier on the
‘ wages he receives. from his employer,” is comparatively rare over a largé part of
Wales (O 7, Q. 28). A _ ) _

16. The money value of the labourers earnings in the cases where they are hired. by
the year, and boarded and lodged, and in the cases where the farmer provides food for
his men only on working days, is-investigated by the Assistant-Commissioners, and more
particularly by Mr. Culley (O. 20-26), who places the value of the earnings (including
all ordinary allowances) at the command of any able-bodied. labourer in his district at
11s. to 13s. a week in' South Pembrokeshire, at 10s. to 12s. a week in Notth Penibroke-
shire; at 10s. to 12s.-a week in. West Carmarthenshire ; and at 12s. to 14s. 2 week in
East Carmarthenshire. Mr. Culley adds, that -in the. typical district which: he selected
for minute investigation (the Narberth union, comprising a portion of both couiities),
he thinks that the value of the earnings of an ordinary farm labourer * is seldom less
“ than an average of 11s. a week, and seldom more thian 125 The rate of remune-
ration appears to be.about the same in Cardiganshire (P. 16-19), also in Montgomeryshire
for those hired by the year (P. 34). :

17. Considering that the lower rates stated above are usually for inferior workiiien, ind
considering also-the thrifty habits of the people; these rates of eamings, especially when
viewed in the light. of the ppast, cannot but be taken as satisfactory. The portion of them
paid in money is about double what was paid 20 or 25 years ago. TFrom ‘the comiinence-
ment of the South. Wales Railway, a great chiange for the better took pldce in the
condition of the labouring class in that part of Wales. From 3s. to 4s.a week and their
food, the money wages have risen since that time to 6s. and 7s., and the improvement has
extended over the larger portion of the south-western part of Wales. Employment on
the railway works not.only immediately affeéted' the labour market,in a thin y populated
district, but when it was completed, by affording easy aceess to the coal mines and iron
and copper works of Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire, which could formerly be
reached only on foot, it produced 4 considerable migration to those counties (O. 9-12).
In Carnarvon, Pembroke, and Tlint, Wages.are from 12s. to 14s., and occasionally 155, 3
by thie year, 18/, to 24%, with board and Jodging:(N. 14).

18. But still greater has been the effect of the démand for labour in thines, iron and
copper works, and quarries in the southern, eastern, and northern portions of Wales.
Throughout the counties of ‘Glamorgan, Montiouth; Brecon, and Radnor on the south
and cast, and in Montgomeryshite, Merionethshire, and the other counties in North
Wales, the rates of wages are as follows: in Montgomeryshire, 15s. to 18s. a weck in
summer, and 12s.t6 14s.in winter'(P: 34)5 in Merionethshire, 12s. to 15s, (P. 47); in
Anglesea, 11s. to 12s, (N, 14); in parts of Monmouth and Radnor, 13s. to 14s.
(Q. 10, 11, 28) ; in ‘Glamorgan and Brecon, 12s. to 15s. (M. 7), ‘

19, Notwithstanding the greatly improved rate:of wages-in the western parts of South
Wales, and the high rates previiling in the eastern-and northern portions of the Princi-
pility;. elemciitacy educationin Wales-appears,. excepting in.a few localities, to:be making
‘but slow"progress. o . - : TR

20, The causes -operating to: impede it are ds follows: First, the: language.
Although the opening of the whole of 'Wales by railwajs has, without doubt, greatly
stimulated the desife of the: Welsh' people to learn English: (O: 10, 56, N.25), ‘the
knowledge they obtain of it through the: elementary schools is,in: the. interior of the

coun’ry, seldom. more than of thé most impetfect and mechanical kind (N. 18, P. 54-56).
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Along the border counties.and theseathe greater admixture of English people, whicl/
is: causing the line -of :demarcation between. the languages to. advance onward more
rapidly, also. gives greater facilities to the children to acquire sufficient English for
colloquial purposes (O..36, Q. 7, N. 25); .but in all parts of the country where
Welsh is spoken,-a great qurtion of the childs time. at. school is necessarily devoted
to learning. English, The children in Wales have to begin by learning ‘a foreign
¢ language, which in most cases they are entirely ignorant of up to the time of attending
“ school ” (N.25). Doubtlcss, in. some of the best inspected schoolsin the principality
this. difficulty is overcome by good tesching, and the natural ‘intelligence of the
Welsh enables them in many cases ‘to -obtain quickly a very creditable degree of
roficiency, as noticed by the Rev. 'S. Pryce, Her Majesty’s Inspector of Church of
England Schools, in-his- sportufoi‘ the year 1868 on Mid' Wales (page 164). “ Practically,”
Mr, Pryce states, ‘“the Welsh Janguage i$ not much of a grievance in 4 school, if there

“ is a good-and efficient teacher at the head of it.”

- 21, In some localities where the circumstances are favourable, either fron the stimulus Overcome in
to learn English being-strongly felt, or from the schools being very good, or the influence the best
of employers.zealously.exertcd- in -favour of educition, the school attendance, though f‘ﬁi‘e":éi:w
ifregular, yet. being: prolonged up tothé ageof 13, pioduces satisfactory results. In-such longenough,
cases, the children before leaving school may be uble to pass in the 4th Standard, or have
acquired the-first four simple rules of arithmetic, and ¢an write a letter (m. 46, n. 17, 26,

30, 34,:0. 43).  Biit-as so-many schools are-still-in the hands of untrained masters; often
with the vety limited mental' poivers that can be.commanded:hy: the poor salaries they
receive—not exceeding in many cases 105. or 115, a week (P. 53,70, 50, 51 )—and as the
children on their return to their homes in the evening hear nothing spoken but Welsh,
and naturally spéak nothing élse themiselves, it ¢an be no matter of surprise that in
the interior of the country very few yoiing farin servants, male or female, are to be
““found able ‘to speak or understaid English if they have left school before 13" (P. 54).

- 22, But in the interior of the country the gréat mass of the ¢hildren leave school much
before the age of 13, and their attendancé up to the timie of their leaving school is
generally irregular. : i

. 23. In the more English districts on thé eastern and northernn frontiers of Wales, and Other
by the sea, although wages are high, the apathy or comparative indifference of the parents obstacles.
operates, as.is so often found in England, to cause irrcgulatities of attendance, and the Indifforence
early withdrawal of the children from school. Notwithstanding, thercfore, that the °f parents.
stimulus arising from the fact that the railwitys have brought the high ‘wages of the.coal
and iron districts within easy reach-—a stiinulus more felt in the countics nearest to those
districts than in the remoter ones—there is still'a large portion of the agricultural labour-
ing ‘pq‘m]aﬁon in the interior of Wales, among whoni not only the knowledge of English
for colloguial purposes, but a sufficient dc¢quaintance with it for the purposes of self-
instruction, is making way very slowly, while in the cast of Wales the same sacrifice of
the children to the apathy of the parents is found as has been exhibited in‘so many
portions. of England. ‘ ‘

- 24 In the interior.of the country the.grent.cause which leads to the carly withdrawal Larly age
of the children from school is the early. age at which they enter fartii service. lflt.‘l“l‘{if‘-h

25. The motives which induce the ‘parcnts. to- send their children so young: into entor Firm :
farm service are the ‘poverty of thé large class of  very small farniers, and of the small service.
freeholders and leaseholders as well as the independent labourers.  All these are glad to Inducements
get their children as soon as they can into farm. service, not only because they sre then to this.
off their hands; but because the children then have the advantage of a bettér diet than
they can have at home, to-the great benefit, of their physical growth and strength.

26. The above facts are clearly illustrated in the following counties :

27. In Cardiganshire ‘“landed property is much.subdivided, anid the farmers.in -general
“ are small,” ““The county contains a great number of small frecholders, who cultivate
“ their own-land, aided by their families, rarely, employing hired labour” (P.20). ¢ Boys
s¢.go-to-schoolat:from 9.to 12 years of age.” * ® * « (p many farms boys are found
£ useful:at 10 years of age, and they are-employed for eight months of the year for six-

“ pence-a day, and are.boarded in.the farmhouses ” (P..14, 15). The- diet of the smaller
class- of: farmers. and of day agricultural labourers is inferior to that of farm servants,
“ Unfortunately the poverty of many parents is such as‘to make it a matter of the greatest
¢ importance to get their.children off their hunds at ag.carly an age as possible, and it
* has certainly been found that, physically, boys often make great and rapid progress
‘(FPai'Iteli they:leave home.and.its privations for the comparative abundance of a farmhouse ”

e
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:28. This.custom of 'hiring children into farm service so young,-operates “ to almost
“ entirély meutralize any- benefit which they may have previously derived from' their
“ education. When once in service, “ ouly in very rare instances:is any -portion-of their-
“ time given to self-improvement” (P. 14). - o

29. In addition to farms in the valleys, there aré the hill-farms. ITi thém * the ¢hildren
“ of the sniall:farmers or -shephérds are employed fot many months in the yeartending
“ cattle and sheep,” * * * < very yourg children are habitually-¢mployed for perhaps
¢« half the year in tending cattle:and sheep,”and during the remaining-months, ‘“even’
“ when there is a2 school within reasonable “distance: from home, which is not oftén the
“.case, it is seldom taken advantage of * (P. 12, 22). a ’

30. The farm boys above adverted to (s.. 27) who are “ engaged at 10 years of
“ ageand-employed for eight mouths in the year, return home for the four -winter
“ months, during which they generally attend' school,” but it is probable that such
partial attendance “ would be barely sufficient to enablé ‘themi-to Kéep ip ‘the little that
*“ 'had been acquired before their-engagemeiit on-a farni” (P. 15). : )

31. In the Welsh portion of Montgomeryshire the sahe ficts prevail. Children “leave
home dnd enter service at sges varying from 9 to 13™ (P. 32). "These:childrenr ate not.
-alone the-childreni of the small farmers, dnd of thé small freeholders who.are ntitierous
in that part of Montgomeryshire, and who “ generally seek enigloymcnt} as day labourers,
“ supplementing their small earnings by the wages thus earned,” but the childrén also-of
the well paid labouteis in agriculture, whose wages are high in that pait of the country,
“ being affected by the demand for labour at the quarries and mines.” A good day
“ agricultural labourer can there carn from 15s. to 18s, a week in summer, and from
13s. to 14s. ini winter.” The excuse of the poverty of the parents, tlierefore, which is
made in Cardiganshire and elsewhere, for sending-childrén so young as°10 to farm service,,
“ will scarcely apply to Morntgomeryshire, where the general rate of' wages is compara-
“ tively high” (P. 32, 35). ; I

32. Of Merionethshirc a very large portion is ““wholly devoted to the rearing and.
¢ grazing of black cattle. Sheep farms occupy another large portion of it. In the small
“ portion of the country where the land is under tillage boys enter farm service from 13
“ to 14 years of age” * * * «Girls géncrally at 9 years of age,” “ but they are
“ seldom put to any out door work until they are 11.” -On the hill firms, which are
¢« genetally small and pastoral, a great many young boys ate-employed in looking after
“ the shecp and tending cattle, these being the principal occupations on niost-of tlic high
¢ lying farms. Farmers there employ their own children for these purposes from a very
“ ecarly age.” (P.40-44.) In Merionethshire, as in Cardiganshire, notwithstanding
the general desire for education “among the farmers as a class,” and the hope frequently
expressed by them ¢ that as a living language Welsh would soon becomié éxtinct,” as they
“ feel its inconveniences daily,” ¢ the low rate of wages tells heavily agdinst the patent
“ when he has several children of an agé to send to'school. ith wages at 7s. or 8s. a
“ week it cannot be supposed that a parent with a family can willingly make a sacrifice
“ of even a penny a week for each child’s schooling. In the majority of cases where
“ there is default on the-part of the parent, poverty is-thé trué cause, and an improve-
“ ment in his condition as-a labourer th¢ appropriate remedy.” (P..54-58.)

33. In Monmouthshire and Radnorshire the facts are.the samé:. In the hill districts,
which are principally ‘Welsh, there is a great wish among the farmers that their children
should be educated ¢ to the extent of being able to read and write,” and the children will
often go great distances to a good school for that purpose. But in the English districts,
if the wages are low or little personal influence excrcised over the parents:to urge them
to send their children to.scliool, or there is'a demand for children’s labour at. an. early
age, as in the arable districts near the sea, the school attendance is either neglected or
desultory, ““In poor parishes a good many children are kept away from school because
“ of the penny.” (Q. 40.) “ Girls leave school at 9 and 11, and get regular work
“ if" they can, generally farmhouse work,” (Q. 89.), and in the arable districts boys “ go
“ ag young as eight to keep cows,”sometimes “ as early as seveh to work in the-fields” at
potato setting and: picking, ‘apple picking, and other occupations. Bat in: these two
counities it is found that-as a tulé, “boys’ labour, as required by the farmers o ‘the-arable
“ land, need clash very little with-the school.” ~Wheré- employed by their paretits, both
on small and large holdings, they are, as'in the counties above noticed; taken-to work at'a
very early age (Q.42). : BTN
_ 34, The.same facts appeéar in Mr. Portman's.report on Glaniorganshire.and Brecon,
LEven in the vale of Glamorgan, wheré wages range from 125 ‘to 16s: a iveek, and
in some localities from 15s. to 20s. (m 1, 6), there are found, in several portions: of
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it, localities where, cither from employment being less regular or the farms small, boys /
are taken into service at 10 or 11 years of age .in conscquence of the necessities of the
parents (P. 3), “through charitable motives in order to assist thefather.,” (m. 1.) “The
“ small farmers (in Cardiff union) are very badly off, and cannot afford to pay for their

¢ children’s- schooling ; they are obliged to employ them-on the farm.” (* #) <« The
“ boys go into service for regular work about 11 years of age, and arc sometimes employed

¢ bird-keeping and driving cattle as young as nine years.” (m. 20.)

385. In the district of Bridgend ¢ there is a great deal of occasional work going on at
“ various times of the year, in which the moderate employment of children under ten
“ adds very much to the resources of the family, and the temptation is no doubt great
“ to the parents to keep them away from school at such times, and thus to prevent all
“ progress in their education” (m. 37). Still more in the parishes which run up into or
extend over the hills in the northern portion of the country,—a district of small farms and
sheep-rins,—the habit prevails, as in the other hill districts, of sending the boys to farm
service at or about the age of ten, or otherwise employing them at a very early age. In
a parish of this kind very little labour is cmployed by the farmers, who for the most
part cultivate their small holdings by themselves and their children, with perhaps one
or two boys living in scrvice in the houses. In another such parish a labourer’s wife
said, ¢ I have four children, and I cannot afford to lose the small earnings.of the children
“ by sending them to school. My boy of ten years old goes to work in the fields. I
“ know it is a good thing to have learning, but still the sixpences are a great help”
(m. 183, 78).

36. The same circumstances exist in the county of Brecon. Around Brecon * boys
¢ of ten years old are-used with the cattle; they live in the farmhouses, and get board and
« lodging, and either clofhes or 2. a year” (. 50).  *“ Boys are employed from eight years
“ upwards, .e., as soon as they are old enough to watch cattle or disturb crows; the
« latter they do in the spring and autumn, the former in the summer. This occupies
“ but a small portion of their number. After 10 years of age they get hired by the
“,small farmers, and have constant cmployment” (m. 51).  * There are schools in every
« parish, but they are not well attended. The small farmers arc less educated than the
¢ labourers, and they are too poor to dispeuse with the labour of their children on their
« farms” (. 55, 58, 59, 65, 78). In the hill district around Builth, a country of small
farms and. sheep-runs, ¢ theugh many of the parishes are well supplied with schools, the
“ poverty of the parents prevents in many Instances their being taken advantage of”
(m. 80, 81). ** Again, in the hill districts of Carmarthenshire, boys are employed on the
“ hill farms looking after cattle and sheep at the same early age, and begin to be
¢« employed in the velley farms at 11 or 127 (0. 27, 28).

37. The localitics in the purely Welsh districts, where education is said to be making Loealities
satisfactory progress, appear to be few. Mr. Culley is able to say of a portion of the whereedu- 1
countics of Pembroke and Carmarthen where the vicinity and easy access to the coal, c"-’f{{’?":n’rs s
and iron, and. copper works have given a great stimulus to the kuowledge of English }2“0;; s

since the country Lias been penetrated by railways, that if his attention had -been confined progréss.
to that portion of those counties, the growing appreciation of education among the
-peasants for themsclves and their children is so great that, * he would have been inclined

“ to think that nothing more was needed than to establish efficient schools.” (O 54.) In

the same manner it appears that in the Crickhowell valley, the neighbourhood of the

great iron. works on the hills has shewn to the ¢ thrifty and independent Welshman ”

that education means “ high wages,” and consequently * the parents are quite awake to

“ the advantages of education, and will make a sacrifice to send their children to a good

¢ school” (m. 71); an influence which is felt as far off from the iron works as Hay

(m. 77). .

38. But it is otherwisc in other portions of Wales, along its frontier and by the sea, Where it is
where the English clement prevails, or is intermixed with the Welsh,  On this subject, not.
Mr. Culley says:

“If; however, my report had reference only or chicfly to the English quarter of the counties (little
England beyond Waules), I fear that 1 could not-have spoken so hopefully. In that district, at least
in.some parts of it, there is more temptation to keep children from school, as for instance in the colliery
districts, when boys and gixls, after they reach 10 years of-age, can earn from 4. to Gd. a day separating
culm (the dust or small of anthracite coal) from earth at the pit mouthe. (Appendix B, 85b, 41 a,,
41k.)  There is also a large proportion of arable land in that distriet, and therefore a greater demand
for youthful labour, Whatever the cause may be, I'saw much strongor evidence of a desive to cducate
their children amongst the Welsh proper-than amongst the.inhabitanits of the English quarter.” (0. 55,)

39. Mr. Culley refers to the following evidence on this point:

On the other hand the Rev. John Phelps, vicar of Carew (in the English quarter), says (App. B. 29.):
24838, B

-
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.

“All the chidren may attend school by paying 1d. weekly, but parents keep their childron from
school and offer any trivial excuse for doing so.” )

40. In the “ English districts ” in Monmouthshire and Radiorshire the poverty or the
indifference of the parents produces the same.effects (Q. 39, 40). :

Indifference 41 Wages are uniformly high in consequence of the neighbourhood of collieri¢s, iton

of parents  and other works, and quarties in the vale of Glamorgan and Neath, as above mentioned

although p, (s.34), in parts of Brecon (m. 49,58,68); in a part of Montgomeryshite (P. 32);

wages high 11 the counties of Anglesea, Carnarvon, Denbigh, and Flint (N. 14) ; and in the four
last-mentioned counties especially, there is the same general desire among-the parents
that has been noticed elsewhere, to have their children taught English because they are
aware that a knowledge of the English language is indispensable: for their-advihcement,
whatever may be the path of life which they select (N. 18)." Yet in all thesc portions
of Wales, and even in the four last-mentioned counties where thé result of school
attendance is, on the whole, « tolerably satisfactory, and certainly more satisfactory-than
“ the result attained in most districts in England ** with which Mr. Norman is acquainted
(N. 26), there are, nevertheless, frequent complaints of the indifference of the parents
as one of the causes of the defective state of education where it is defective.” (N. 27,
P. 32).

42. This is illustrated by the following cvidence : —
: ‘ The Resverend J. Williams, rector of Llanfairynghornwy, who had been in the habit of inspecting

eight rural schools in Anglesea, told me that he thought the instruction given was tolerably satistactory,
and added— "

¢ There is no agricultural work which interferes with the education: except the planting of potatoes,
and there is nothing else to interfere with the education except the apathy of the parents.”” (n. Evid. 6.)

43. Miss Smith; mistress at a small school neai- Carnarvon, says :—

“ The occasional agricultural employments are not sufficiently numerous to prevent-children learning
to read, write, and cipher, if they would attend regularly at.other times.” (n..Evid. 11.)

44. The Rev. J. W. Ellis, rector of Llanelhaiarn, near Pwllheli, Carnarvonshire, says : —

“ The buys could well acquire a aatisfactor;' education if they altended regularly up to the time at
which it is customary for them to earn wages”” (n. Evid. 12y

45. Archdeacon Evans, of Llanllechid, Carnarvonshire, says-:--

“ There are very good schools within easy reach of all. Early labour in agriculture is no pcréeptiblc
impediment to their attending them” (. Evid. 18.)

_46. Mr. J. D. Jones, who was schoolmaster of the British School, Ruthin, in Den-
bighshire, for 14 years, says :—

“ There was really no work which the boys did for the farmers which interfered with their education.
1t was very rare for a boy to stay away to scarc birds, but they sometimes remained at home, with. my
leave, to assist their parents in planting potatoes. There were many sons of small farmers at my
school, and they were kept away to work on the farms far more than the sons of labourers” (u. Evid. $8.)

47. Mr. Beverley, who was schoolmaster at Eglwas, Fach, in Denbighshire, for 30
years, says :—

“There is nothing in the work about here to interfere with the children learning the  three R's”
satisfactorily.”  (n. Evid, 22.)

48. Again, in the neighbourhood of Carnarvon, where Mr. Qwen Jones, land agent,
states the wages of a man hired by the week, at 15s. a week, and where a good labourer

hired by the year gets:*about 20/ a year, and his board and lodging,” that gentleman
adds as follows :—

“X don’t think the state of education at present is satisfactory ; there are not enough schools, and:
the children are taken away too young, There are an immense number of children now growing up.
without the power of reading am? writing, There is no agricultural work which really interferes \Vit}l
the education. The main obstacle to education is the indifference of the parents. fﬂducatio’n never

will be satisfactory as long as it is left to the option of the parents whether they send their children to
school or not.

“1It is very desirable that a law should be passed requiring a certain amount of cducation, as a
condition of employment” (n. 9). (Sec also u. 16, 22, 29, 81,)

49. In the vale of Glamorganshire, the vale of Neath, and in parts of Brecon, the rate
of wages is raised by the demand for labour in the seaport towns.as well as in the hills;
“ most of the young men, the best workers, go away to the: works in the hills” (m. 30);
“ vur lads go off to the works or to Cardiff" (m. 28), In several parishes-in this-district
the irregularity of attendance of the children is attributed to the indifferéiice of the parents,
or “ the carclessness of the young as to whether they are educated or not” (m, 15, 30, 31,
33, 36). “ Advantage is not tdken of the schools. I do mnot think that early labour’
“ is the hindrance, but rather neglect on the part.of the parents, who are_themselves
¢ uneducated and-do not care sufficieiitly for the welfare of their children ” (m. 45).
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50. The facts above detailed are in entire accordance with those recorded by Her
Majesty’s-inspectors of schools.

51. The Rev.. B. J. Binns in hisreport on Church of England Schools in South Wales,
for 1870, makes the following remarks on the irregularity of school attendance, and the
early age at which children are removed {rom schools :—

< Education is-also-hindered:to.a great extent in this district by-the irregularity of school attendance.
Notwithstanding the: efforts:which bave been made, still the fact remains that less than two thirds of the
total riumber of scholars actually present on the days of inspection had cumpleted the muderate number
of 2u0 -attendances during last year. There is, hovever, still ample ruom for improvement, after
making all due allowanees for sickness, &e.  In the case of those who do not fulfil so casy a require-
ment as‘that which now suflices to procure the inscrtion of their names on the examination schedule,
evén -the best-instruction fiils of producing any marked or permanent effects. They pass through our
-schocls comiparatively unheeded ; they -are unable to keep-pace with the rest of the class; they scarcely
ever acquire those habits-of diligence and appheation which are so -essential to real progress, and
a-great patt of the lessons ;heyﬁearn, from not being fully comprehended, is in a mamner lost and
useless” . . 4 o . .

% The third impediment to the progress of education is the early age at which children are removed
from school, in order-to commence a life of labour. Even the rural districts are not exempt from the
charge of prematurely employing them in various kinds of work ill suited to their age and strength.”

“ Qwing to the inducement of high wages men are constantly leaving the farm for the foundry or
coal mine, and-such emigrations have caused in many places a positive scarcity of full grown labourers.”

¢« The Rev. R. Lewig, a diocesan inspector in Carmarthenshire, in reporting upon the decrease of
scholars:in the schools tie visitéd, says, “I believe that this decrcase in the numbers is attributable in a
great measuto to -the scarcity of labour prevalent in the neighbeurhoud, which has resulted in the
employmont of younger children than formerly in agricultural and domestic work. In proof of this I
have observed that the maximum age of children attending the above schools has been reduced in the
course of the last 12 months by at Teast one year.” (tbid.)

52. It appears therefore, from the circumstances enumerated, that both in the purely Pfcssﬁ}‘e of
Welsh, and in the mixed Welsh and English portions of the principality, pressurc of some 5¢ cd'“d
‘kind is wanted to securc to the children the benefits of a sound and effectual elementary ’
cducation., In the Welsh distticts it has been shown that it is-the poverty of the parents
on the one hand; and. on the other the demand for cheap labour, which leads to the
.children being deprived of the proper.amount of cducation. The parents are naturally
anxious to get their children off their hands at the earlicst possible-age, and to place them
in farm service, where the children also benefit by the better food than they could obtain
at home; and the small farmers in the vales are glad to have them at a littic more than
the cost of their board and lodging. In the English districts, where poverty is not the
excuse, it is the indifference of the parents. Some pressure is required to conduce to
better progress before the child enters farm service or goes permanently to work, and
also to induce them to keep up and extend what they may have already learnt after they
have cntered upon farm service or permauent work.

53. The kinds of pressure suggested in the evidence embrace every variety that has
been before presented for consideration by witnesses in our previous reports (m. 21, 30,
37, 44, 48, 53, 54, 58, 59,.69; n.1, 4, 9, 39, p. 17,23). As the question of enforcing a due And will bo
amount of school attendance has been submitted to the judgment of Parliament by the applied by
Bill introduced. into the House of Commons by the Right Honourable W. E. Forster, f Bill now

. . . . before Par-
no further remark upon the subject is called for by us in this place. liament.

54, The insufficient number and the bad distribution of good schools in the principality Another
is another very ‘widely prevailing cause of the defective state of education where it 1s obstacle
defective. This subject is thus noticed by Mr. Culley: ¢ There is, however, another ;Z;}l’&cient
“ causc affecting injuriously the attendance of young children, which is the distance yumber and
“ many of them have to walk, owing as much to a bad distribution as to an absolute Lad distribu-
¢ want of schools ™ (Q. 46). Instances are given of this defective supply and distribu- tion of
tion of schools in-his district, and the principal causes are pointed out, namely, first, the schools.
religious difficulty, which appears to him to be working uniixed evil by kecping alive
two poverty-stricken schools ¢ when one well supported one would do much better work
than both™ (O, 49), and sccondly, the pecuniary difficulty in certain localitics where
funds caunot be raised for school houses or for the payment of a sufficient salary to
censure good teachers (0. 50-52). The same facts are prominently mentioned by all the
other Assistant Commissioners: (M. 35, N. 27, P..51-3.)

55. The facts as they exist throughout Mid-Wales, in thie countics of Montgomery,
Cardigan,. Carmarthen, Pembroke, Radnor, and the Lorder counties, are given in the
following summary by the Rev., J, Pryce, Her Majesty's Inspector of Church of England
Schools, in his report to the Committce of ‘Council on Education on Mid- WVales, for the
year 1868. In those counties there were in that year annual grant schools 123, schools
under simple inspection 49; there were at the sainc tinic 112 parishes in those same
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counties with a population over 400, in which there were no Government schools. Of
the 40 schools under simple inspection Mr. Pryce states thathe “found the ordef and
“ justruction in these schools low and wunsatisfactory, with very few .exceptions”
(pp. 171-174), while the character of such schools-as exist in.the parishes where there-is
no Government school is, he thinks, “a grade or two lower than that in simple inspection
schools™ (p. 176). Mr. Bowstead in his report for the same year on. British and other
Protestant schools, not connected with the Church of England, in the countics of
Monmouth, Brecknock, Glamorgan and Gloucester {(quoting from the Parliamen-
tary paper No. 114, of the session of 1868), shows that * out of nearly 800 enumerated
“ places in his district there are scarcely 300 which possess aided schools, while 500
have no schools at all that avail themselves of the Parliamentary grant; and Mr.
Bowstead sees reason to believe that the few schools-that exist in those localities are
Will bo cor- ¢ generally, though not jvvariably, of the least efficient class” (p. 278). It is highly
rected by the satisfactory to observe that the Bill on Elementary Lducation recently presented. fo
‘fe‘}%;‘e"gm_ Parliament proposes to deal cffectnally with this state of things, wherever found
Jiament, throughout the country.

[11
(13

56. But the establishment of schools, however-efficient and well-situated with reference
to the population, cannot alone be depended upon to sécure the desired progress in
elementary cducation. The indifference of uneducated parents, the demand for children’s
labour by employers and parents, and the strong inducement weigling upon parents to
send their children to farm service at an carly age, have been above shown in detail to
make the counteracting force of a legal requirement necessary to prevent the sacrifice of
the child’s highest interests. ‘The case¢ described in the parish of Lantile-Veffry is shown
throughout the evidence to be very common that although “every encouragement is
“ given to the parents to send their children to school,” they genérally allow the children
to do as they lilte, ““ being themselves- indifferent about cducation” (o. Appeudix B. 43).
In that parish there are two Church of England and. one Dissenting school (ibid.) ; and
the state of the case is well described in reference to another parish, where, though the
means of cducation are generally taken advantage of, “ yet the benefits of education, in

Establish- too many cases, are prized too lightly to weigh against a small pecuniary consideration
ment of good ““ to be derived from child labour” (o. Appendix B. 44). The vales of Glamorgan
schools not  gang. Neath are very fairly supplied with good: schools (M. 34), yet the numerous sugges-
f:{gf;ﬁ'éiome tions made by persous of position and intelligence in those districts in- favour of some
amount of  Kind of pressure to be placed by law upon both parents and employers, in order to
compulsory secure a duc amount of school attendance, testify to-the general feeling in regard to the
attendance.  peed for it (M. 39).
Schools of 57. But schools will be of little avail to effect the ultimate object of education,—not
{:;ﬁg:;::‘ only a higher intelligence but purer morals,—as long as the great blot remains upon the
tare nccom-  State of civilization in Wales, which has been long noticed and often commented upon,
modation  but upon which public opinion appears hitherio to have exercised little cerrective power—
improved.  the state of the cottage accommodation. Some of the principal landownersin Wales have
indeed espended large sums in providing proper cottages both as regards accommodation
and number on their estates; and the Assistant Commissioners record the fact that
improvement is in progress in many properties in their respective districts. But the
proportion of thosc localities where the cottages are very defective in accommodation,
and insufficicnt in number for the wants of the rural population is evidently very great
throughoui Wales.

State of o 9E et . . . > v o .
cottages in 58. In ihe 35 parishes in the countics of Pembroke and Carnarvon, the cottages in 24

' Wales. are described by competent witnesses as either * bad, or poor, or not good ; in 10 parishes
| Progress of they are said to be fuir or tolerably good, or improving ; ” in one parish they are described
| improvement as *“good” (0. 57). Their general character is thus given by Mr. T. T. Mousley, agent
slow. “ to the Earl of Cawdor, who has not only recently built improved cottages, but has also

¢ published a-book on cottage plans.” (0. 65.)

 The state of cottages. throughout the country (Pembrokeshire and Carmarthen) is most.disgraceful,
and the loss to the agricultual interest of the best labour may thus be accounted for,. Cottages-aro-too
frequently built.without any regard.to the health, comfort, morality, or convenience of the cccupants;
generally badly ventilated wnd as badly lighted, damp and unhealthy walls and floors; the former often
of earth; frequently, especially in Pembrokeshire, with two rooms on the ground floor, and two-upper
rooms. Overcrowding is the universal consequence.and'gross immorality the résult. Privies are very
unusual,-and oftener than-not the piggery is attachedito the dwelling, Noattentiowis paid to sewerago,
which is constantly to be seen- stagnant at the cottage door.” (O. 58,

59. This description is confirmed by unexceptionable ‘witnesses as regavds other
portions of those counties, (O. 58-62.)
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60. Of ‘Cardiganshire it is remarked that the great blot upon this county is the condi-
tion-of its cottages. (P. 24.)

61. In Montgomeryshire, amidst much that is still defective, especially in the villages,
where speculators have built cottages “without reference to the health, decency, or
convenience of the future inmates,” and in the hills where-squatters have erected their
“hovels,” there-are, as in‘Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, good proofs of a better
state of ‘things on large estates.

62. In the same report it is observed,—

“Where cdttages, as is still often the case, arc built on lease, the landlord now generally
insists on adopting -a plan of his own, in which proper arrangements are made for comfort and
decency. ‘This is especially the case on the property of Earl Vine, and these, as well as these built
at his own cost, leave nothing to be desired. 1 have pleasure also in recording the liberal
spirit:in which this great social-want has been met by another of the great landed-proprietors of the
principality, namely,. Sit Watkin: Williams Wynn, Bart., the cottages on whose estates in Montgomery-
shire are in a very satisfactory condition, the-greater number of them having four rooms ™ (P. 37-9).

63. Of Mecrionethshire it is said that the remarks ¢ made on the deplorable want of
proper cottages in Cardiganshire apply with full force” to that county. (P. 48.)

64. Of North Wales- Mr. Norman states:that he had “never seen in England as many
bad cottages” as he saw :in North Wales. They are described as  very generally
insufficient * in accommodation, especially as regards the sleeping apartments. Mr. Norman
observes that in. North Wales the great mass of the cottages belong to the landlords
(N. 37). Nevertheless, although he saw “some good cottages on the estate of Mr.
“ Hughes, at Kimnel, and of Lord Penrhyn at Bangor,” good cottages appeared to him
“ to be less numerous in Wales; and to be increasing at a slower rate than in any part of
¢ England ” with which he is acquainted. (N. 38.)

65. In Monmouthshirc one cause of the prevalence of an inferior class of cottages is
the large number that have been built by * squatters” and which are either freehold or
held at-a nominal rent. Of the latter class there are said to be ¢ more than 800 on the
Duke of Beaufort’s estates alone” (Q. 43). But the worst cottages which Mr. Boyle
saw iz Monmouthshire, next to some of those of the poorer cottagers (of *squatters "),
were those on the-outskirts of theé smaller towns, inhabited by * agricultural labourers.”
Unhappily “in this county,” Mr. Boyle adds, it has been for a long time not the habit
¢ for landed proprietors to build cottages, and consequently in such towns as Usk and
¢« Cacrlcon thereds a large agricultural population going out in many instances long
“ distances (threc, four, and five miles) to work.” (Q. 46.)

The same thing exists, Mr. Boyle says, * over most of the county.” (ibid.)

66. Radnorshife, Glamorgan, and Brecon are the only couiities in Wales in which the
Assistant Commissioners remarked general and satisfactory sigus of progress and improve-
ment in the supply of good cottages.

67. The results of the gencrally insufficient accommodation in the cottages ave over- Immorality
crowding and the consequent want of privacy ; while ¢ the system of farmers domiciling traced partly
the male servants in out-houses, barns, haylofts, &c.” is' produced also by the want of to the over-
cottages in sufficient numbers for the population. To the overcrowding, and to the 3{,‘;,‘;‘12} h
prevalent habit of thus domiciling the male servants on farins as above described, =
“ entirely removed from the control of the master” (0. 39), are traced the immorality
so generally imputed to the labouring classes in Wales. Two other special causes are
named as greatly encouraging immorality—the habit of hiring male and female servants
at hiring fairs without inquiry as to character, and the excessive liberty allowed to them
in farm service. (0. 39, P. 11.)

68. On these subjects‘a letter ivas addressed by Sir James J. Hamilton, Bart., and
Mr. W. R. H. Powell, “to the frceholders and small farmers. of the county of
“ Carmarthen,” in which, ¢ afterurging upon farmers to adopt a system of characters
“ for their hired servants, male and female,” those gentlemen say,—

““The attempt, hoivever, to -ameliorate the condition of our farm servants would be altogether
hopeless did-not you, frecholders and tenant farmers, adopt such measures in your respective house-
holds as may tend to restrain among the youngpeople in your-employ those habits of free and irregular
intercourse to which at present much ununecessary license is given in farm houses.” {O. 89.)

69, Itis not to employment in agriculture, but to the above-mentioned causes that the
¢ Jaxity .of morals among the female peasantry of Wales is attributed, which is unhappily
“ notorious ™ (P. 11), “"The inveterate system of night courting” is- said to have
* destroyed all delicacy of character ™ (ibid.). ‘The same remarks are made-in reference to
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Radnorshire (Q. 27) as above in reference to the western counties of South Wales.
It appcars doubtful whether North Wales shares in this character to its full extent
(N. 35, note), but the commen opinion that marriage cancels previous immorality
appearsito prevail as widely*in North as in South Wales (#bid.).

70. .An opinion is common in some districts « that the want of deécent -dwecllings is
¢ driving away the rural population to an-extent which injuriously affects ‘the agricultural
“ interest” (O. 61, Q. 46). But of the two causes which are said to be tempting
the peasantry in a portion of Wales at least to leave the rural districts—-better accommo-
dation and high wages—>Mr. Culley’s observations in the counties of Pembroke and
Carmarthen incline him to attribute that movement chiefly to the latter causé (O. 64).
Nervertheless; that it is both the interest and duty of the owners of the land to provide
adequate and proper cottage accommodation is nowherc a matter of doubt. * If it be
¢ the landlord’s duty,” as Mr. Culley expresses himself, “to sec that there is a good
¢« school within a reasonable distance of the cottages on his estate, it is far more his duty
“ to see that those cottages are not such as to make it impossible to teach in that
*“ school anything better than reading, writing and cyphering” (O. 64). As nearly all
the cottages in the counties-of Pembroke and Carmarthen belong to the landlords, it is
more evidently their duty to make every:-endeavourin their power to give their labourers
dwellings in which the ordinary decericies of life may be observed, «I say,” M. Culley
adds, “every endeavour in their power, as in many disticts it is- too evident that the
¢ great cottage difficulty is the poverty of the land-owning class, the -possessors of
¢ heavily burdened estates™ (O. 74, P. 26) who, in the present state of the law, are
unable adequately to discharge the duties of ownership either to the labourers on their
estates or to the public. 1t may -be anticipated that the measure about to be introduced
into Parliament for facilitating the transfer of land-will redress this great evil; for, so
far as it may tend to convert nominal into real ownership, it will lead at once to an
amclioration, in most important particulars, of the condition of the agricultural labouring
class, and will consequently give a great stimulus to the progress of cducation and
intelligence among the rising and future generations.

71, Mr. Culley notices « that the womeu in the part of South Wales visited by him
¢ (portions of the counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen) are much better housewives
“ than the women of the south midland counties of England.” He bears testimony “in
¢« favour of the Welsh labourers’ wives that, except in-the noith of England or in Scotland,
“ he never saw such a general endeavour to make a poor dwelling look it's best.”  * Nor,”
he adds, ¢ should I fail to say for the husbands, that although they earn lower wages
¢« and receive less aid from their childrens’ earnings than their fellows in any of the
¢ southern English counties which I have visited, their thrifty habits allow their houses
¢ to show signs of comfort and well-to-doism which might put to shame their better paid
¢« brethren.” (0. 63.)

72. © As compared with the Berkshire labourer,” Mr. Culley describes the agricultural
lIabourer in that part of Wales as * thrifty and sober; his thrift induces him to live on
¢ cheaper and coarser food, and his sobriety is a savings bank; but I take it that both
“ thrift and sobricty are aided by the way in which his wages are paid,” (O. 38.)

73. Mr. Culley goes very fully into the manner in which the carnings of the farm
servants and independent labourers are paid, and the total valuc of their receipts in kind
und in money, including cottage and garden, and cow allotments, which are common, and
potato ground (O. 14-26, 70-2). He shows that since railways have penetrated the
country, wages have risen from one-third to onc-half as much again as they were 25 years
ago (0. 9). This has given the labourer the means of improving his dict, and of there-
fore adding to his working power. The consequence of the Jow dict of 25 years ago was
that piccework could not be done cheaper in Wales, notwithstanding the then low rate of’
wages, “than in the cast of England” (O. 12). Now, on the contrary, Mr. Culley
finds that in Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire where wages “ have gone up to some-
“ thing like an average (all told) of 12s. a week, such. -agricultural piccework as the
“ Welsh understand, as for instance, mowing corn and hay,"is cheaper ‘than in any
English county with which Mr. Culley is acquainted (ibid.). The change has been
beneficial to all parties. During the very time that wages have been almost doubled,
“ Welsh farming has improved.” The farmer also, as the ratepayer, is receiving a
reward for feeding his labourers better. In the opinion of the medical: officer of the
Narberth Union, since the change of fuod the *labourer is now able to resist the
“ influence of weather, and when he is struck down by discase, there is far greater
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¢« rallying power in the constitution than formerly, so that he is able soon to resume
« work ” (0. 12, 13)  The improvement in the efficiency of the labourer, where he has
had the advantage of a niore nourishing dict, is noticed in Cardiganshire and Mont-
gomeryshire (P. 17, 86). The effect upon the agricultural labourers of North Wales of
the superior quality of their diet, appears to be shown in their being * a muscular and
“ robust race, capable of undergoing great labour.” (N. 17.)

74. The report of Dr. Edward Smith on the food of the poorer labouring classes, in Nutritivo
the 6th Report of the Medical Officer of Health to the Privy Council (1864), gives the valuo of food
nutritive value of the foods in the separate dictaries ¢ calculated upon the amount of ;)lf.b‘O‘UOISh
¢ carbon and nitrogen contained in them (p. 218); from which the following results rer:
¢ gre shown in regard to the dietaries of the labourers in agriculture in North Wales,

« South Wales, and the average of England.”

 Carbon and nitrogen contained in the food for each computed adult in-—
Carbon grains.  Nitrogen grains.

Anglesea - - - - 60,784 2,521
North Wales - - - - 45,618 1,765
South Wales - - - - 88,675 1,806
England - - - - - 40,673 1,594

(P. 236, 271.)

« Potatoes, oatmeal in various forms, and barely bread or cake ave still the staple form of food in
many S)arts of South Wales. OQutmeal, prepared in varivus forms peculiar to Wales gp. 273), forms a
somewhat larger proportion of the food of the peasantry in North than in Scuth Wales, but in the
former is united with a greater variety of nourishing articles of food. In Secotland there is a general
bolief that it is a stronger food than wheaten flour, and more sustaining under the pressure of severo
labour (p. 278). The quantity consumed per aduit probably influences the conclusion. This is
estimated at 7 lbs. weekly, when conjoined with.other farinaceous food ; and when it was the sole bread-
stuff eaten the quantity allowed to cach man was 173 Ibs. pes weeh, and for women one-half or two-
thirds of that quantity.” (p. 277.)

75. In Wales the average quantity of oatmeal consumed by each computed adult was
only three quatters of a pound weekly. In England Dr. Smith found that there is no
impression in the minds of the farm labourers that it is better food than wheaten flour
(p- 240) ; and his conclusion, “from very extended inquiry amongst this class,” is, that
‘ the universal adoption of white flour at the present day is based upon principles of
“ sound economy, both as regards the cost of food and the netriment which the young
“ and old members of a family can derive from it. It is not, as some persons still
“ asiert, a prcjudice either in reference to the use of the one kind or the avoidance of the
“ other.” ‘

76. Dr. Smith drew the following general conclusions from his inquiry into the condi-
tions of nourishment of the farm labourers in Wales.

¢ 1. "The inhabitants of Anglesea and North Wales are well fed, and spend their money economicaily.

¢ 9, They cat a large quantity of breadstuffs and milk, with o moderate quantity of sugars and

fats, and a small quantity of meat.

t 8. Cheeso is eaten largely in South Wales, and with bread is there the staft of life.

¢ 4, The average income and expenditure for food are good.

¢ 5. In all respects the families in the Isle of Anglesea occupy the highest scale.

G. South Wales is inferior in nearly all respects to the other divisions; inferior in personal
qualities, health, income, kind of food, and quantity. of food. It is superior in the amount of
cheese obtained, and in the greater economy in the use of foods. ]

7. South Wales is remarkable also for the very small quantity of meat and separated fats caten,
and for tho many families who never obtain them, and proves that much health and strength
may be obtained by a dictary of breadstufts, milk, and cheese. I have been exceedingly
struck with the healthy appearance of those who most rarely eat meat or bacon,

8. It is to be regretted that tho use of tea and coffee is increasing in the poor districts of South
Wales, where, as a whole, the amount of nutriment obtained is not more than sufficient to.
1(xii)1intain)‘ licalth, and where, therefore, there is no room for spending money upun lusuries,”

. 274.).
7. It would appear that notwithstanding the improvement in the dictary of the
rural labourers of South Wales, as compared with 20 or 25 years ago, as already
ointed out, much remains still to be -done to bring up the working powers of the

South Wales population generally to a satisfactory standard, and consequently to

improve their capacity to perform their dutics in the education of their children,

the disposition to iwhich, in proportion to their means, scems to have been greatly

quickened of late years. .

-

- o~
N

-

78, The system of small farms (of from 10 to 50 acres), in its bearing upon the best System of
interests of. the occupier, his children, and the community at large, receives much small farms.
illustration in the evidence relating to it in Wales. There can be no doubt that in
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Wales, as in England, according to the evidence in owr previous Reports (1st Report,
Pp- 57-64; 2nd Report, pp. 115-16), the small farmer lives harder, employs his children
carlier, and gives them less cducation than the ordinary agricultural labourer. And in
regard to the result of small farms on the produce of the land, the e'\‘xdepc_c cntn_'ely
confirms the opinivn cxpressed by Mr. Culley in a former Report, that it is impossible
“ for agriculture to mahe any decided advance in a district where the holdings are so
¢ small as to make it unprofitable for the occupier to employ the ordinary mechanical
« aids which increase the produce of a farm at the same time that they lessen the cost
« of production.” (0. 67.)

79. The small farmers arc unquestionably “a very industrious race, and they impart
their industrious habits to their children ” (0. 69), and although they both work harder
than the ordinary agricultural labourer, and are able to coinmand less of the necessary
comforts of life, they naturally much prefer their position to that of the labourers, on
account of its independence (N. 16), and the price at which they value their indépen-
dence must be set off against the certainly better living of the labouret in South Wales
(0. 68, P. 45-47). 1In some parts of the country landowners may prefer to allow-this
system to continue (P. 53). Lut the general tendency with regard to it is thus expressed

-

by Mr. T. T. Mousley, agent to the Earl of Cawdor:—

« some of the formidable hindrances to an improved state of agiiculture in Wales,-are the want of
capital and of agricultural cducation and enterprise. The great proportion of farns are small and
occupied by men who redlly belong to the labouring class, and who too frequently have to strugele
harder for eistence than the cottager who has his weekly wage to depend on.  Landlurds vught, by
degrees, to merge their small_holdings, to save themselves the perpetual expense of restoring so many
small homesteads, which would enable them to give better accominodativn for larger holdings, and-thus
making them more attractive to men of capital and enterprise; if (.IAL'!,"(IO»IW{, the country must remuin as
at present, very little adeanced from a state of nature as regards farming.” (0. 67.  Note).

80. But with the gradual disappearance of the small farms, which economical causes
cannot fail to cause to continue, it is of the utmost importance to the welfare of the class
that will have thus changed their position that, for the sake of their children in particular,
one advantage which they derived from their small occupations should in some form be
preserved to them. The abundance of milk as an article of diet, and the occupation
afforded by the dairy to the females of his family, are very valuable elemeats in the con-
dition of the small farmer. If arrangements are adopted by which when bhe becomes
dependent on daily wages: as an agricultural labourcr he can keep a cow, he would,
according to the best opinions, if in constant employ, have no reason to regret the change
(0.70). The modes adopted in different parts of the kingdom are various. The ¢ cow-
gates” in Cheshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, and Rutland are thus described by M.
Stanhope in our 2nd Report (p. 27) :—

177. In the western counties, and in Rutland, « few landowners are accustomed to et to some of
their labourers two or three acres of land, in order to enable them to keep-a cow. In Cheskirea
modification of this plan is found in the “ley,” or run for a cow, assigned at a small rent in.some villages
to those labourers who desire it. The inquiries which T made into this system (and especially on
the estate of Sir Baldwyn Leighton in Shropshire, who has adopted it for many years), lead me to form
a very favourable estimate of the inducement to thrifty habits, and of the comfort it afforded. “A
¢ good cow will at least produce 6s. or 7s. a week in sununer from butter ,besides affording milk for tho
« family.” In another case the value of a cow to a family is estimatad at 12/. a year upon an average,
although in one favourable instance it amounted to 184 (Evid. 216.) ‘T'he whole character of the
labouring population was said to be raised, and providence before marriage, in order to obtain this
additional comfort, was very much increased by it. “DBut-there is 4 caution,” says one writer on the
subject, *to be observed. Thrift and savings must in every case precede the grant of land, or the most
“ fatal consequences may ensue.  Idle Jabourers will endeavour to subsist on their cow and their wife's
« labour, the district will become over populated for the demand' for labour, wages will fall, and the
% people will starve, as in Ireland ; and the oceasional loss of a cow, where there is no previous saving,
 will bring ruin to the cottage home.” 'On the Loton estate (Sir B, Leighton’s) this caution is always
observed, and to this may be attributed its success there. The holdings are never let to any man who
cannot produce a savings’ bank book, and show that he has saved enough to occupy this amount of
land. The result has heen that almost all the labourers have a savin§s“ bank book, aud for every
cottage with land attached iwhichi becomes vacant there aré many applications. (Evid, 138.% One
family, which had lost four cows in sévén yedrs, had still 10/ in the savings’ bank. 1 would call’ your
particular attention to the details.of my visit to this estate, i

178. The chief objection-urged to the system is the amount of timg for which the care of-a cow with-
draws a labourer from-his ordinary employment, In almost all the cases brought under my notice
this amounted to three weeks or a month (Evid. 188); and though employers in Shropshire and
Staffordshire are divided in opinion as to the nccessity for this, and also as to the extent to which it
interferes with a man's efficicney; in most counties such-an amount of absence would at once stamp
a labourer as irvegular, Besides this, the occupiers of such plots neglect the education of. their
children far more than ordinary labourers, espedally where they .end their cow ovut into the lanes,
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or keep (as they often do) a small donkey cart. Bad farming too is the rule on all such oceupations,
and great care is needed to prevent any part:from-being ploughed up, because the whole object is not
to.create small farmers, but to encourage thrifty and eflicient farm labourers.

©179. A modification of this system-which is common in Scotland, was observed by me in Cheshire, and
-o Mr. Dudgeon’s farm in 'Sussex, and is that of giving regular labourers keep for a cow during the year,
the animal being looked after by the -regular herdsman of the farm.  This- appeaved to me to comprise
all'the advantages of the system already noticed with none of its drawbacks. ~ it is an equal encourage-
ment to saving, and involves no Joss of time to the labourer, no employment of his children, and
‘fequires no supervision. It renders unnecessary the subdivision of the grass land into very small fields,
and the loss-of space -and the oxpense of fencing .thereby caused. The gradual extension of such a
plan to a limited number of -deserving labourers in every parish, where it 1s possible, would be of the
greatest value.”

81, The system of “cow allotments™ is also thus described by Mr. Culley in his
account of Derbyshire in.our second Report (p. 115) :

« 66. The* Derbyshire neck’ is certainly much less prevaient in the county than it used to be, and
from ‘whatever cause the malady settled itself in that distriet, there ean be little doubt that the number
-of persons_attacked by it is diminishing pretty much in the same ratio as the power of obiaining more
nutritious:diet increases.

“67. The introduction of Mr. Wrencl's and Mr. Vawdrey’s evidence leads me to discuss here the pro-
vision of milk, and what I may call the cow-allotinent system, because I am unwilling to weaken the etfect
of their évidence by allowing any other subject to intervene.

% I'believe it would'besinpossible to over-estimate the value of such a provision of milk as is within
the feach.of the families of most of the Derbyshire labourers. ‘There are.features too in the manner
inwhich it is sometimes obtained, which tend to show how the condition of the labourer and his famil
may be-improved without the dangexr of making him above doing his duty in -that state of life to which
it has pledsed God to call him. )

63, Many-labourers in the north of Derbyshire rent with their cottage six or vight acres of grassland
with a shippon attached, and are thus enabled to keep two cows during both summer and winter. Others
rent a smaller quantity of grass land which they mow, and graze their cows during summer-in one of
their master’s fields, or more commonly:in the nearest nobleman or gentleman’s park.  Others again,
who live near 2 park where they can enjoy this privilege, and who have no cow of their own, borrow
-ohe from a farmer.and so-get her milk during the summer months at a cost of from 3l to 4/

“ 69, Some further examples of the evidence I received on this subject will perhaps explain the milk
system hétter, and show how, iri the opinion of persons who know both, a labourer with his cow-
allotment compares with a small farmer. * ® #

%76, Such are the opinions of %entlemeu who have every reason for understanding the position of the
labotirer and.small farmer in North Derbyshire. I have not myself the smallest doubt that a regular
labuurer with 14s. 2 week and a grass allotment sufficient to keep two cows, is in a better postition
pecuniarily than the small farmer; and all the evidence I have received on this subject in Derbyshire,
and have since received in South Wales, goes to show that-he treats his-family fully as well, i.¢,, that he
sends-his children more regularly to school, and does not send them to work so early.

“The amount of savings too necessary to become the possessor of a couple of cows and occupier of
from 6 to 10 acres is within reach.of 10 times as many labourers, perhaps 100 times as many, as
the amount which would be required to stock a farm which would maintain him with .equal comfort
as a farmer.

. % Here then lies the secret of the comfort of many of the labourers homes in North Derbyshire. The
‘fatfher'brings in_14s. or 135 a.week, and the mother finds work enough at home in managing her cows
and house, and looking after lier husband’s and her children’s clothes ; -and when their turn comes the
children go out to work with frames much stronger than those of their own age who have lacked one of
the first nécessaries of early life, and with the advantage of an industrial training which is certain to be
.of use to them in after life.

‘“An allotment or garden-is of the very greatest possible benefit to a labourer as long as it does not
interfere with his legitimate employment, but a cultivated allotment very soon reaches that limit. ‘Ihe
wark to be done on such arr allotment is chiefly man’s work, whereas the management of the cow
allotment miay be left almost entirely to the woman.

“The great difficulty in the way of introducing such-a system in the southern counties, at least for
those labourers who live near gentlemen’s patks, is the ignorance .of the women of the munagement of
cows and dairy produce, a difficulty which might, however, be gradually overcome.

“77. In Soutﬁ Derbyshire there is no such reason for the gradually diminishing number of cows kept
by labotrers. Formerly many. cows were keptiin the. lanes in summer, and fed in the winter on grains

purchased from the Burton breweries,, During the last few-years the grazing of .cows about the roads
1as very properly been put an'end.to, but no provision has been made for the cows of labourers who
had long enjoyed that privilege., g .

“78, I have.dwelt.on-what'T consider the advantages of the cow-allotment system as against small
farms, becausé unless we are:altogether to abandon our approaches to free trade in land as in other
things, it is im[l)ossible to resist-the-tondeilcy to inerease farms to.such a size as to make it profitable to
'use on them all the means which reduce the cost of lubour and.add to the value of the produce.”

82, Whichever may be the plan found most suitable to the habits and intelligence of
the labourer, and the nature of the-soil,—whether that of letting two to four acres of land
to the labourer as soon-as he.has saved money enough to buy a cow, as in Rutlandshire
and’ the other counties above named, or allowing the labourer to:pay for the keep of a
cow during the year “ the anim.\l being looked after by the regular herdsman of the farm,”

24838, C

L
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ag-in the cases mentioned by Mr: Stanhope,—there cannot be a doubt that the extension
-of such plans to deserving labourers, where possible, would be-of the highest value.

B emalo 83. On the subject of female labour on farms and its moral results the evidence in Wales

leoislation  Very nearly corresponds with that which we found to be the casé in: England. On

required.  dairy farms female labour-is largely and suitably employed. On arable farmns they are
employed i all kinds of farm work. But it does not appear that field labour proper is
chargeable with producing immorality it a sufficient degree to call for legislation.
There is also apparent in Wales;. as -in. England, -an increasing indisposition; to, the
einployment among the females themselves, where the resources of the head -of the
family are enough to permit of its being dispensed with. (O. 334, P. 10.)-

84. Inapartof Carmartlienshire the rise in men's wagesis stated asa probable cause
for the diminution of female labour (0. 34). In Cardiganshire the employment of
females has “considerably dimininished within the last 25 years” (P. 10), “not. more
than one-half of what it was;” several farmers.expressed themselves as.considering the
employment of females in field Iabour “as both economically filse and morally wrong.”
Mr. Portman has also been led to an opinion adverse on moral.and:econémical. grounds
to the cmployment of female labour in the fields (M. 29). In Montgomeryshire
the employment of women in aguculture ds described as ““very rare both in the
“ Welsh and English portions-of the-county :(P. 31). The genefal rate of wages in
“ that county is comparatively high” (P. 32). In North Wales the -extent-to which
women are employed in agriculture is said to be“on the whole insignificant” (N. 19).
Their employment is diminishing in Monmouthshire and Radnorshire (Q. 11), and also in
Glamorgan and Brecon. (M. 25-30.)

85. In Merionethshire the employment of women in agriculture is common, but they
are .engaged as- “domestic servants ” with the understanding that they are to.assist:in
out-door work -oi the farm (P. 42). In all these counties where:girls are employed they
go into farmr serviée-at the same early -age as boys, namiely, from 9o 12°or 13 years
of age (P. 32, 44, 64), to the detriment, as has been shown (ss. 24-31), of their
opportunities for education. :

Refrospect 86. In concluding this report on Wales we cannot refrain from éasting a retrospeet on
,‘;&‘E{’;"f‘;ﬁ‘} the general bearing of our inquiries, as embodied in our two reports.on England and in. this
ourinquirics. Teport, on the condition-and prospects of the agricultural Iabourer.
87. In the most highly farmed districts of the country, and in the other portions within
the influence of the demand for labour in counties of mining or manufacturing industry,
the earnings of the agricultural labourer in regular employ have been shown to be on a
very satisfactory scale. ‘

88. Great progress is being made-in-all parts of the kingdomin the: improvement of
‘the labourer’s cottage home ; and where'his dwelling, in siz¢ and accommodation, admits
of due attention to the decencies and comforts of life; where he has a good garden
attached or near to his coitage; where either by the privilege of “a cowgate” or any
other arrangement he has a sufficient supply of milk for himself and his family;. where,
in default of a garden, he has a suitable allotment or potato- ground; and where he
is in regular employ at good wages, his material condition is better-than that of -a small
farmer, and he has the means, and there is fio inoral obstacle to prevent his having the
disposition, to dispensc with the premature labour of. his.children to an extent to, give
them the opportunity of laying the foundation of a sufficient.elementary education.

89. Where the demand for his labour is less; where he'is not in-regular ¢mploy ;
» where his dwelling is crowded and comfortless; where he has none:of the \.cncdurage-
; ments to thrift and sobriety held out by the-hope of being able:to keep-a. cow,.and: to
raise a good supply of vegetables from a plot of land, or to keep apig, and ‘from these
sources to obtain a more varied, a more agreeable, and.a more nourishing dict for himself
and his family, his own physical and moral qualities will be depressed, and.this. d,'epi'é's‘sion
will be manifested: in his indifference to, or his neglect of,.the education and moral
training of his children. E : P

Average 90, It would appéai that the average condition of the-agricaltural labourer in Wales is
f\:g,""ll‘iflgll of superior to what is met with-in many of the-southérn:-countiés-of England, though not,
'bogje;s“' equal to the state of things “in the -ortheiiy and- eastern districts.” ‘The- desive for

better than  education is very general,-and -where ‘the -schools ‘are-efficiently condiicted, the -children
those of are often kept at scheol:to a'later ajge-than-is-commoi in- ‘many: partsof England: The
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Wels h labourers are generally quite aware that a knowledge of the English language is southern
necessary to the advancement of their children, but there seems some danger of the same English
error being committed in Wales, that for a time prevailed in Scotland, in attempting to feercr

teach English to children who speak nothing but Welsh at home, by teachers who know :ﬂ?.],e:l:,ll
nothing of Welsh. Welsh

. . . . . .. .. labourers
91, The effect of this error is, as was exemplified in Scotland among the Gelic to learn

population, that the children may learn to read English with perfect fluency and intonation, English.
and yet be unable to converse in it, or even to understand a single sentence of what they ;\cﬁ‘:gl“,l
read. (Education Commission (Scotland) 1866. Report on the Hebrides, pp. 112- ccssm.; .
113.) Mr. Fearon, the Privy Council inspector, says in his Report for 1867-8 on Welsh train Welsh
schools, “ I often meet with children in rural localities who can read the Welsh Testament teacher

¢ yell, and who know many verses of it and several Welsh hymns by heart, totally %:’uff]‘l‘:lll'

« unable to give the English equivalent for the commonest English nouns and adjectives. =~

« It canhot be expected that the reading of such children should be anything but

¢ mechanical.”

92. A foreign language can only be learnt, except by residence in a country where it
is spoken, through the language native to the learner; and hence the foundation of a
Normal School for the special training of Welsh teachers is in our opinion the most certain
method of removing the obstacle to Welsh civilization, which is created by the prevalence
of the Welsh language.

93. By the Parliamentary return of 1868, which we have referred to above (s. 55), it
was shown that in the counties of Montgomery, Cardigan, Carmarthen, Pembroke, and
Raduor alone, there were no less than 112 parishes, each with a population exceeding 400,
in which there were no schools of any description recognized by Government; and
we have also referred to the fact noticed by Mr. Bowstead, the Privy Council Inspector,
in his report for the same yeur, that in his district, which includes the counties of
Monmouth, Brecknock, Glamorgan, and Gloucester, there are at least 250 centres of
instruction remaining to be brought into connexion with the public provision for
elementary education ; * and it must not be supposed ” Mr. Bowstead states, * that this
“ can be accomplished by 250 schools, as many of these places are large ones, and
“ require more than a single school.” '

94, In many of these districts trained native teachers, speaking both Welsh and
English,” are for the reason above given, the only description of teacher fitied to cope
with the difficulties of teaching English to Welsh children. To supply these teachers,
there are only the Church of England Normal Schools at Carnarvon and Car-
marthen, and that helonging to the British and Foreign School Socicty at Bangor.
By the last report on these schools, published in the Minutes of the Committee of
Council, which was in 1866-67, it appeared that there were only seven students in the
Carnarvon College, and six in the Carmarthen in the second year of training, i.e. fitted to
undertake schools at the ensuing Christmas. It is not stated how many of them are
Welsh, but there is a Jater report by Mr. Fearon, Privy Council Inspector of British
Schools on the Bangor Normal School for 1868-69, by which it appears that there were
12 second year students at that time in the college, of whom seven only spoke Welsh.

95. It is'Qerfectly obvious that some vigorous efforts arc required to increase the
number of Welsh-speaking Normal students, or it will be quite impracticable to supply
the great deficiency of educational appliances in Wales, The difficultics in the way
of making education universal or compulsory in Wales will, in many localities, not come
from any indisposition of the people to send their children to school, but from the paucity
of trained teachers required to supply efficient instruction in the numerous educational
gaps that now exist in the principality.

All this we humbly certify to Your Majesty.

Given under our hands and seals this 28th day of March 1870.

HUGH SEYMOUR TREMENHEERE.
9, Victoria Street, Westminster. EDWARD CARLETON TUFNELL.
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To Her Masesty’s CoMdMIssioNERs.

GENTLEMEN, i

1. I reerET that I have been unable, in consequencs of the serious illness of my father, to
com})]ete at an earlier date the report on the counties of Glamorgan and Brecon, which I have now
the honour to submit to you, and which will, I trust, reach you soon enough to be of some service to
‘{,ou in reporting the result of the inquiries which-we have been carrying on under your instructions in

ales.
GLaMORGAN.
GLAMORGAX. 2. The districts of Glamorganshire which were pointed out to me as being mainly agri ;
—_— (1), the Vale of Glamorgan, lying between Curdiﬁgéh'fhe east and a point gome fe\)‘,' nglgi‘ii:csu:(t)u:ﬁ}z ‘\‘vz"i.
M of Bridgend on the west, and bounded on the north by the hills and mineral district: and (2), Gowef-
5 - » )

a-district lying to the west and south-west of Swansea, I therefore comm s inauities §
neighbourhood of Cardiff, and-visited most of tho principal villages. i the %gle:?gn:in%‘gxnngs;:;g!?
borders of the mineral districts. I attended a meeting of the-Cowbridge Farmers' -Glub at whick ‘tlw
leading agriculturists were present. - also visited Gower and the Vale of Neath, " i@
Vale of Gla- 8. In the Vale of Glamorgai the farms are of a fair siz¢, anid' the class of occtiplers is superisr to
morgan, that in many othér parts of ‘mydistrict, and ‘theré-is a considérable- labeiiting=population -x\)ﬂii’éh““'is
supplemented in time of need ata cheap rate by theIrish living in Cardiff and in some of the villag:
to which they have gone in search of work and where they have in many instances settled, e
4. In Peterston, which is near the hills, the farms are said to be small, nvemgfnn 50.or 60 a
“ and the farmers aro for the most part men who have risen from the position of labourers. The Son.
% of such farmers work as labourers when grown up and married » (Evid. No. 8). ) > sons
At Wenvoe many of the farms are very small, and similar evidence is given by Eagleton, ti
relieving officer of St. Nicholas, a district of the Cardiff union (No. 20) as to the holdings in ﬁis distri lf
5, Archdeacon Blosse, of Bridgend, at the western extremity of the Vale of Glamorgan toldm .
that he knew instances of men taking farms on a capital of 2/ an acre, of a sufficient sxgze ’to aﬂ'::g
employment for themselves and their families, these men having commenced'lifo as labourers. It was
also stated at a meeting of the Bridgend Beard of Guardians, that the agricultural labou'rers v;;z:
frequ%ltlyhbecaltlne gccu iers l(;f land{;h £ the Val v
6. On the other hand, in the southern part of the Vale, the farms are larger. istrict was
fairly represented at the Cowbridge Farmers’ Club meeting by men of capitz;gl nilglgioig?gnd fsbrict was
Wages. 7. The wages in this portion of my district are high, 12s."a week appears to be the lo“;est ay fe
an ordinary agricultural labourer. ~ Mr. Akers, a large farmer, and Mr. Goddard, a lan -ny 3:
(Nos. 6 and 7), put the wages at 12s. to 15s. and 16s. a week. At Llantrissant, whero a laree O‘gt?
of the population is engaged in mining, wages in agriculture are for men 16s., for a womaoné) OI;
for a child 6s. a week. Mr. Eagleton %No. 20) gives them as 12s, and a house, up to 15s. for x:"i::lh(
15 a day for a woman, for boys in bird-keeping 3s. a week and food, for boys in service ab 12 vears old
21, a year, board and lodging, with an annual increase ; at 18 years of age from 14/, to 1.’8; o year.
Rev. Parry Thomas (No, 20) states that the wages vary in winter and summer bcir;g'ms':.to ljés a
week in the former, and 12s. to 15s. in the latter season, and in some cases with wh’exi'ﬁ at a. ﬁx‘cd ric.ed
Privileges. 8, We again come across “prizileges” in addition to money payments ; they are (1), dail bogrd in
the farmhouse ; (2), house-rent free and potato ground; (3), right of buying butter and cheese at g
fixed price, also, In some cases, corn. Mrs. Howard (No. 16), a labourer’s wife says, that the wages of
a regular'man are per week 18s;, a Ib, of butter at 1s, and cheese at 64, a Ib,,tho rent of the cﬁh
when attached to-the farm being reckoned at 1s a week. Mr. Jenkins, farmer at Penmark (No, 2‘8)e
gives the wages at 11s. and 12s."a week and a house, and the privilego of buying wheat at 6s, 2 bushel,
one lb.-of butter a week at 1s., and cheese at 6d, a Ib. ) .
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At Bridgend. wages were said to be. 12s. to- 14s. a week (No. 32) for ordinary labourers, and Davies M. .
(No. 35 , a stock-keeper, stated that-he got 18+ a week, garden stuff from the farmer, and butter at a
fixed price, “when.there is.any to spare” He also said that an ordinary labourer’s pay was 155, a
week.. .

9. In Gowaer the farms are, as.a rule, very small, and the difference between the labourer and the Gower.
farmer-is.very slight. A farm labouring class scarcely exists ; there are many men holding a few acres
with their cottage, . perhaps keeping a cow or two, and working only occasionally for other farmers. In
this.portion of the county thero is a district of. mountain.common, which is devoted to.sheep runs, the
right of running sheep is atfached to the lowland farms, the number of sheep being defined, and there
being no-exclusive right to-any.given number of acres on the common, but merely the joint right of
pasturage.  The people here are also employed in quarrying and in the oyster fisheries,.and the small
farmers, when not using their horse and cart for the purposes of the farm, are able to add to their
income by “hauling” at the quarries. o ]

The evidence of Mr. Clark,” Mr. Beynon, and Mr. H. Evaus (Nos. 40, 41, aad 42), gives as -good
an idea of the state of this part of Glamorgan as can be obtained; they are themselves the repre-
sentatives of the three different classes of occupiers, one farming largely and. employing labour,
another with a smaller farm employing a yearly farm seyvant and an oceasional woman for pulling
turnips, and for the rest of the work of the farm depending on'his children ; the third holding 50 acres,
working the farin by himself and children, and employing extra labour at harvest time only.

10. In the Vale of Neath, again, thes farms are for the most part small, and there are large tracts Vae of Neath.
of sheep run on the hills let at 1s. to 2s. an acre, Here also the small farmers use their carts for
hauling at the Pits. 1 founid two_eXcéptionally largc farms, one on the Gnoll estate of 1,000 acies,
and another at Ynysarwed; in the latter, however, there was a large proportion of hill land.

11. In the Vale of Neath. men’s wages' are 155 and 16s. a week, with sometimes a house reiit free,
the demand for-Jabour in the coal and other-works being very great.

Women when employed in the fields usually get 1s, a day, children 6d. a day, sometimes with food
besides. ’ ; .

BrecoxsHnre,

12. Before proceeding to discuss generally those points of the inquiry which refer equally to the Brzcoxsmn.
two counties, I will Xut shortly before you the general condition of the agricultural classes in the
county of Brecon, and the wages earned by the labourer.
In the neighbourhood of Brecon the farms are for the most part small, and the farmhouse contains
not unfrequently all who regularly work upon the farm: The Rev. G. Williams (58) says, “This.is a
% thinly populated neighbourhood ; on the hills on either side of the valley:in-which I live there are
 +vide commons ; -houses.are-few and far between. Many of the cottages are bad and overcrowded,
¢« and indeed many of the faimhouses, especially in the hilly districts, have'not sufficient accommodation
¢ for decency.”
18. The R)ev. D. Parry (No. 54) of Devynock, a parish whose population is 1,798 to an acreage
of 28,884, including extensive mountains, says that the majority of the labourers are farm servants
living in their masters’ houses: At Llywell, near Trecastle, still the same district, Rev. L. Price says,
¢ The farmers. of this-district and parish, being chiefly small- tenant farmers, do not employ labourers
“ but.occasionally, as they are able, by the assistance.of their children, and in some cases by that of a
 man servant and female servints, to do .thé work. necessary to be done on their farms during the
“ season.”
The district above mentioned is-under the -mountain. range on:the western side of the county where
there.are some considerable flocks of sheep running on. the:hills. The valleys are.narrow and dotted
with numerous cottages and small homesteads well whitewashed, which present to the -eye a very
pleasant and clean appearance.
14, "The farms in the immediate neighbourhood of the town.of Brecon, and on the north side, . vary
in'size from 50 to 800:and 400 acres. The same may be said of the Llangorse distriet of: the Brecon
union.
15. The Valley of the Usk preserits :the- same features ; a few large and many small farmers, and a
considerable tract of sheep run on the hill tops, and, with a.few exceptions, not much labour employed
by the farmers in addition to.that-of their own children.
16, As to.the general condition of the agriculturists in the Builth district I will quote-the words of Builth.
the Rev. R. L. \%’:nables (No. 82), “The farmers being of the same class with-the.labourers and:inter-
 marrying with them, do' most of their own work assisted by their children, and where necessary by
€ young -persons. of both 'sexes living .in :tho -house. They :live very frugally, making their profifs
« chiefly by cattle.and'sheep,.especially sheep. There are.sheep walks of immense -extent on the hills
“ in-the hundred. .of Builth:. ..?g?liere',areﬂs;ngularly few. cottages independant of land. There are
¢ very few.labourers-not-occupying-land.” BRI
17. In the neighbourhood of Hay, which is situated at the junction -of the counties of Hereford,
Radnor, .and: Brecon, the.cvidence of two of the -principalifarmers.(No. 75)-shoivs:that there is-a.thinly
populated hill district princignlly devoted to sheep runs, which are attached to the farms, and that-some
farmhiouses are -worse-than ithe cottages; being often without any partition-in the sleeping rooms, except a bit
of drapery. : ' -
In:short, the -county of Brecon' is -a mountainous one with narrow' valleys, and;-with perhaps the
exception of: the northern-sidesof the town.of Brecon, it is'more a pastoral than an-arable district.
18. The wages in the immediate vicinity of Brecon ave for a man 12s. a week, and for a woman 1s. a Wages.
day, or 6d.-and:food. .In:the-Devynock distriet. ¢ for a:‘man living: at home.5s. to 65 a woek and-board
- at-the farmer’s house.” - : . : . K
19. In the Llangorse district, My Price, relivving -ofticer. (No. 57), says-they are 11s.-and a house,
or 12s, andipay rent,or 73, and 8s.-a week-and board-in the farmhouse, while living at home. y
20. Mr. Downes, of Llaudetty (No. 58), suys wages for a man are 11s. a week and-hcuse rent free,

(G
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food for a month in harvest, potatocs from half to one sack planted free of cost. I reckon it equal to
14s. a week through the year ; women get 1s. a-day.

2]. At Cwmdii a man in constant employ gets 13s. o week and two to four pints of cider.
Those living in the house get 15/ a year and board. Women get 1s. a day, or take stone picking by
the load.

24. Mr. Andrew Doyle, who owns land at Llangeuny near Crickhowell (No. 68); says the rate of
wages for a regular man is 12s. a week, for a job-man 2s. 6. a day. The wages of boys living in the
farmhouses vary according to age; from 11 to 14 years meat and from 34 to 64 -a year.  When boys of
12 to 15 years of age are employed in the fields they get 10d. to 1s. a day ; women 1s. a day. ~ The
earnings of a steady skilful labourer, such as a good kedger, would be about 13s. @ week, not including cider,
and 20s. for hareest.

28. At Hay men receive 6s. and 7s. a week and board, and 18s. to 13s. a week, including privileges, e.g.,
house rent free, potato ground, wood, cider, and run of a pig. A woman gets 4s. a week for light work,
and 1s. a day for machine work. A boy of 11 or 12 years of age gets 3s. 6d. a week, The lowest rate
paid near Hay is 9s. a week.

24. In the Builth district wages for a man are 12s. a week, without maintenance; for & woman 6s, a
week ; for children 40s. a year and maintenance.

Exrrovmext or Wonex.

25. The cmployment of women in agricultural work in Glamorganshire is very trifling; i Brecon
there is perhaps more of it. ) :

They are, according to the evidence of Mr. Price (No.1), employed in weeding and trimming
turnips by the piece. Mr. Lloyd, of Dinas, near Brecon (No. 51), sdys they are employed about four
montﬁs in the year, including hay and harvest, and in his opinion thay would like to be employed iore.
On the other hand, Mr. Price, relieving officer of the Llangorse district, and Mr. Downes, of Llandetty
(Nos. 57 and 58), say that it is difficult to obtain the services of women, and that they are averse to
field work. This appears also to bo the case in the Hay district (Evid. No. 75).

26. I have no doubt that a casual observer passing through this part of Wales would say, How can
this be when I see so many females at work in the fields? The answer is that in the majroity of such
ijnstances the women are the wives aud daughters of small farmers working on- their own land, or
sometimes female servants hived by the year and living in the farmhouses who are océasionally
employed for out-door work.

27. There is a special employment of women.in this district-to which I would call your attention,
viz,, that-of sheep-milking. Ann Rees (No. 13), the wife-of an agticultural labourer,’says, < I have
“ taken sheep-milking for a farmer; it lasts from May to-the end.of August. I got one-seventh of the
¢ produce, at first one makes an 8 Ib. cheese per week, but the weight decreases. The cheese-is
 worth 8d. a Ib.”  'The ewes are milked every morning and evening.

The Rev. Hanmer Morgan (No. 81) considess it a very unhealthy employment; many of his
people complain of'it as the cause-of illness, especially of chronit:rheumatism,

8. Let us now look once- more.at the opinions as.to the-eftect of any-field work ow.women.. Mr.
Gordon, of Tondi, thinks that the hours-for. married women should be so arranged as to admit of. their
giving attention to the family before leaving home in the morning, and of their leaving the field
sufliciently early to prepare for the husband’s return. “ He had found.that by letting them have a little
“ time in the evening, it generally resulted in their having happier houses” (No. 21).

The Rev. C. I \?’ood, of Penmark (No. 21.), objects to the employment of women -in the field,
because their sense of propriety and delicacy thereby becomes blunted,.and ¢we always find that the
« woman who spends the most.time-in field work affords in proportion a less-tidy and comfortable home
“to her family.” ‘

Mr. John Garsed (No. 47), a large farmer who has paid much attention to the. question .of education
for the agricultural labourer, considers the-necessary exposure to inclement weather of those employed
in turnip-cleaning is injurious to delicate children and married women ; and he further says.that young
girls employed in the fields become totally unfitted for bousehold work and to be mothers of families,
their morals.being decidedly lowered in tone by such work:

The Rev. H. Bevan (No. 69) is of opinion that field work makes women. rough and:coarse.

The Rev. H. Morgan (No, 31) gives similar testimony as to the evil effects of such work on females,
married-and unmarried, . .

29. What conclusion is to be drawn from such evidence as the above, coming from.the mouths of
clergy and farmers ? surely this, that field work is, to say the least of it, not a good thing for girls or for
wonen, It is said, on the other hand, that field-workers.are often very tidy in their homes. 1 am quite
willing to grant it-may be-so, but I am sure that the tweight. of evidence which I have collected during
the time I have been employed under this Commission goes to show -that-women are demoralised, so
far as to be unfitted to a great degree for their proper domestic duties, by field work,:and. that their
h}?mgslaire less tidy and.givo less comfort to the husband than those of-the women who db not work-in
the field, . ' . ‘

Where men’s wages are low you find women frequently compelled- to work in the fields :for the
purpose of feeding and clothing the family, and experience shows that in these low-waged: districts the
homes of the labourers are ill-kept, let the cottuge be us good-as.you.like .in structure. There is no
t}mef,i ncé inclination, to keep things in good order when the heads.of ithe family-are:at work -all. day in
the field. ’ ’

30. Ifit must be that women are to work in the-fields, then. let the employers take: the suggestion
given in the speech of Mr, Gordon, of Tondd, and-so arrange their. hours for women, .if employed :by the
day, as to admit of an carly. return fo their homes, or, what-would.perhaps be better, let the work.that

can'bo done by women be given-to them by.the piece so that the.industrious field -worker may also be
a tidy housewife, .
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31. The employment of children in my district is not much before the age of 10 years, with the Exrerovsuxy
exception of bird-keeping and minding cattle, both of which occupations are considered suitable to 0t Cuprex.
boys of § years, sometimes even of 6 years (vide Evid. 25 & 26). One, James Austin (No. 25), went
out bird-keeping at 6 years old; was out from 7 am. to 6 p.m., and got 6d. a day.

82. This “bird keeping” is always spoken of by employcrs of labour as if it was very light work., I Bird-kecping

very much doubt that position being a true one. ~What ave the facts as arule > That a child of 6 to § 1ot lsht work.
years of-age is sent outinto the fields at daylight in wet or fine weather; there to remain till dak
marching up and down the field that requires protection (i.e., if he does his duty to his employer).
‘His food is rarely found for him by the farmer, in which case it might be more nourishing than
the allowance from the family cupboard; his clothes are not of the best, and must be dried as best may be
before use the next morning. It seems to me that such employment is real hard work, totally unfitted
for boys-of-a tender age, and most likely to destroy their health and sow the seeds of many a ecomplaint
in after life. Let me ask the employers of labour why this work should not be done by old men ?
It seems to be the custom in the Llangorse district of the Brecon union (Evid. No. 57). Such a
change might beneficially affect the rates.

Children are also occasionally employed for stone-picking for a few weeks in the year,

$8. On the question of placing restrictions by law on the age at which children should be employed Suggestions
in farm work, the Cowbridge Farmers' Club unanimously resolved that no person should be employed 3 to limit of
in-agriculture under the age of 10 years, and that girls and unmarried women under 18 years of age “8*
should not be employed in agricultural labour. )

The Bridgend Board of Guardians hesitated between 9 and 10 as the proper age.

The general opinion is that 10 years is the lowest age at which boys should begin work, and that,
except for bird-keeping and a few occasional jobs, they are not of much service to the farmer before the
age of 12.  There does not appear to be any reason for supposing that in these counties any hardship
would be inflicted on the labouring class by such a limit, except in occasional cases of large and young
families, the rate of wages being higher than in many other districts I have visited.

Evucariox.
EbucaTioN,

84, The state of education generally throughout my district can hardly be said to be entively stateof.
satisfactory, but great progress appears to have been made during the last few years, not only in
regard to the number of good schools, but also in the increased desire manifested by the parents
of the labouring classes to obtain for their children a fair amount of education.

Mr. Evan David, Chairman- of the Cardiff Board of Guardians (No. 2), is of opinion that the children
of their working classes, more particularly of the native population, are not irregular in their
attendance at school.

Mr. Garsed (No. 1), speaking of the Vale of Glamorgan, says the state of education is not what it
ought to be, chiefly in consequence of neglect by the pavents, sometimes from poverty, and in some
instances from a went of schools, though that cause is rapidly disappearing.

Mr. Long (No. 45) thinks that parents do not value education sufficiently, while the Vicar of Resolven
(No.46), also in the Vale of Neath, says the school attendance in his parish is, under favourable circum-
stances, pretty regular, and that the Welsh are beginning to appreciate education, and are anxious to
secure good teachers for the schools.

Mr. Probert (No. 50}, formerly manager of a British school, testifies that the supply of schools near
Brecon is ‘good, and that the people are far more careful about their children’s education than formerly,

Jbut he adds that in cases of large families the parents cannot aftord to pay for the schooling.

35. The valleys of Breconshire are, as a rule, well supplied with schools, but on the mountains and
among the sheep runs there is but little chance of schooling for the children, on account of the long
distances to any school.

86. Irregularity of attendance is as usual a common complaint on the part of school teachers, and is Trregatar at-
attributed to various causes: work in the fields, or potatoing in the cottage garden, the supposed tendance,
necessity of the small carnings derived from occasional work, not unfrequently the need of the bigaer cusesof.
child to take care of the little ones when mother is in the fields. The irregularity is greater after 9
years of age than before, and is far more marked amongst-the small farmer class than in the case of
the labourer.

87. I camnot perhaps give a better instance of the educational state, past and present, of an outlying Limbeder
and extensive hill parish than that of Llanbeder, near Crickhowell, in’ Breconshire. school,

The evidence of the schoolmistress (No. 70) is as follows:—*“1 have been here 11 years. From
“ November to April in.the first yearT was here the average attendance was 4, and in summer no
“ children came for some time. "The average attendance is now 28, and the highest number on the
“ hooks has been 56.” She goes on to-saythat the distance to school is often very great, and that the
little.children cannot come when the older ones-are-at work us they caunot be trusted to go so far
alone. This school is attended by the children of farmers and labourers. The boys seem to be absent
from school from the end of March till November, and “the girls are quite as irregular in their
‘¢ attendance as the boys ; they work on their parents’ farms, few farmers employing any labour besides
 that of their own children.”

This schoolmistress complains of the absence of uny attempt to keep up learning at home, and
thinks that 100 attendances in the year might be obtained, though she does not approve of a cowm-
pulsory system.

88. As I have already shown from the evidenceof the Rev. R. L. Venables and others, the line of
demarcation between the farmer-and Iabourer in these districts of hill and narrow valley can hardly be
discerned, and the cause of education must of necessity suffer as long as there is this urgent need of the
work-of all the members of the family on the farm,-wvithout regard to age, in consequence of the
inability to hire labour. ‘

24838, D
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89. I will now call your attention to some opinions on .the question of the application of the
prineiples of the Factory Acts to agricultural labour and other suggestions for the improvement of
the system of education ~ Vr. Evan David, Chairman of the Cardiff Board of Guardians (No. 2), is in
favour of the non-employment of children under 14 years of age, unless they produce certificates
obtained from duly authorized schoolmasters and others that they canread and write with facility, such
cortificates to be available for six months only. He goes on to say “These rudimentary acquirements
¢ (of reading and writing) can be better attained and kept up by giving the parents of children a
% pecuniary interest in the matter than by compelling childéen to a certain number of days yearly in
¢ schools.”

40. Rev. C. R. Knight (No. 87) is in favour of an enactment requiring the production of a
certificate every six months, showing an amount of school attendance equal to 300 times in the
year.

41. Mr. Tritton, schoolmaster at Llantrithyd, thinks 150 attendances could be obtained from boys of
13 and 14 years of age during the winter.

42, 'The Rev. C. Wood (No. 21) is in favour of a half-day system, the morning and evening attend-
ance to be varied week by week.

43. Rev. C. Lewellen (No. 38) thinks education to be eflicacious must be continuous, and. does not
approve of the application of the principles of the Factory Acts.

44, The Rev. D. Grifliths, of Resolven, .&e., in the Vale of Neath (No. 46), bears witness. ‘to the
successful working of the certificate system in the coal-pits;-and desires its extension to agrieultural
labour.

45, Mr. Garsed (No. 18) is also in favour of the requirement of a certificate of school attendance
during the six months previous to hiring, and isheés the penalty to be imposed on any person employing
a boy without such certificate.

46. Mr. Glass (No. 44) sub-agent for a large estate in Glamorgaushire, does not think farmers
would appreciate such a certificate or care to demand it when the lads came to be hired.

47. It may perhaps be not amiss to refer once more to the difliculties of organization of any such
system of certificates in the rural districts. 1 have no doubt that if the production of the certificate
were really insisted on by every omployer of labour it would be.a great incentive to the parents to
take more heed for the education of their children, but the difficulty is tv secure this end. I expressed
an opinion in a former Report that register offices might be established in the market towns where the
names of farm servants could be registered and characters from former masters obtained, and that -at
such offices, opposite the name of every male or female seeking employment, should.be recorded the
fact of the certificate of school attendance having been duly obtained, and I still believe that in theory
the plan is good. Practically I do not believe the certificate system will work in agrieultural districts.
Great efforts have been made from time to timein Yorkshire to get rid of hiring filirs and subsiitute
register offices, but with limited success. The evidence of a Hants farmer on tho subjéet of certificates
was not encouraging. Now we have an-agent in Wales, well acquainted with the farmers, saying that
they would not care to demand them; and if such is the case, (}. am quite sure that the difliculty of
enforcing any such system will be enormous, unless the country is flooded with inspectors and
informers. )

48. I would again call your attention to the great benefit that would.accrue to the cause of education
in the rural districts from an alteration in-the present regulations of the Committee of Council.in the
matter of grants in aid. I would refer you-to Nos. 80; 82, 46, 53,-in the appendix.as further evidence
of the desirability of grants.being given for results-after due inspection,-and-regardless of the question
of the teacher being certificated or not. I will refrain from now' adding to the remarks I -have made
in two former Reports. on-this subject, aud can -only hope that in the course of the discussion on.the
forthcoming Education Bill, this point will receive that consideration which in the opinion of so many
workers in the cause of education in rural parishes it deserves.

Corracks.

. 49. The cottages are, as a rule, throughout my district fairly good, and are certainly very much more
tidy and clean inside and outside than many it has been my fate to visit. There is a great and
lzlludallgie devotion to whitewash on the part of the Welsh, which gives a most pleasing ap pearance of
cleanliness. »

There are, however, and there must.be in every county; certain villages where the dwellings.are bad.
Looking through the-evidence I find that at Peterston-there is reason to complain, aiid that the cause.is
stated to be the absence of care on the part of the owner of the property. “No Trish property can
¢ present more wretched consequences.of absenteeism sthan this, The only consideration the parish
“ receives from the owners of property is the regular collection of rents” (Evid. No, 8). -

50. There is not always suflicient sleeping accommodation in the cottages; it is not so much the
number of dwellers-in the -house that is objectionable as the want of privacy in the sleeping room ;. that
room being frequently without partition or even a bit of drapery to separate the sexes; or. the matried
from the unmarried. Hence comes, according to the: evidence, much.immorality: In the parish of
St. Athan (No. 81) there aro 11 cottages. that have only one 7oom for.all purposes, and the cottages
generally are there said to be crowded. ’

51. The rent varies from 1s. a week to 3 and 4/, a year, sometimes with rates to pay bésides.
62, There is usually a garden attached to the cottage, but it is curious to note that in-the hundred.of
Builth, according to the evidence of the Rov. R. L. Venables'(No. 82), and.of the Relieving Officer

(No. 80), the people sconi to tako little pleasure or interest in their gardens, and in some instances
do not even cultivate them.
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53. Many of the cottages are attached to the farms, and are then reckoned among “the privileges ™ M.
at Is.a week. It seems that the farmers are anxious for impruved cottages, as to use the words of Cottages
Mr. Wright (No.1),they “wantto get.réspectable men to settlodoion in their firms, and his-espericice was attached to
% that they left because they had not comfortable homes.” Mr. Garsed, again (No. 47), says that the furms
tenant would gladly pay a per-centagé “on tlie outlay for cottages, as the werkmun would by located
where ke was wanted.

. 54. 1t is said that the savings banks are much used by the labourers, with whom cottage building is savings.
a most favourite investment, and judging by the rents paid for cottages in the outskirts of Bridgend, a

good return is obtained for the outlay (vide Evid. No. 34). Archdeacon Blosse, who was at one time
actuary for the savings.bank there,-knew many instances of labourers being worth 100/ and upwards.

At Crickhowell, in Breconshiré, ‘we hear that very few farm lads are depositors, and not above 12
agricultural labouters (Evid. 72).

55. Many of these.men:become the occupiers of small farms. In the hilly parts of Glamorgaushire, sman farms
in: Gower, and throughout the greater pait of Breconshire, the small occupiers abound. The evidence not anuo-
certainly tends.to show that these small fafins are by no means so. desirable as many people are mixed good
inclined to think. It may-be that the existence of small holdings and the consequent possibility of.

ogsession on some futuré day-is an-incéntive to the labourer to be prudent, and to endeavour to raise
Eimself to the rank of afarmer; when hie has done sé let us look at his condition, as shown in these
countics. He commences with a_ capital of 14 0r 2L per acre. His house is often far worse than a
labourer’s cottage, there-is but: little: privacy-and little regard for decency in the arrangement of the
sleeping accommodation. He lives from hind to mouth; le is too poor to pay for any lubour, aid is
consequently obliged to keep all his childieri at Home as soon as their little hands can do.any work at
all;; and so neglects their education. A Dbad season comes, and he is forced tv mortgage his crops;
he- gradually gets intv the hands of the village attorney. If be has a frechold it passes to the man of
capital ; if he only holds a lease the land becomes impoverished, and is returned to the owner in a
thoroughly bad state. And, during the bad time, if it.comes, he is in this respect worse off than the
labourer, that he does not get parish relief or the benefit of medical aid in case of sickness.

This is a state of things that is very common, and I have alluded to it in order to show that the
existence of small holdings is not an uninixed good; on the other hand, there is no doubt that many
individuals have risen and have prospered in consequence of being able to “get a bit of land ™ when
they had saved “a bit of money.” But looking at the class from an educational point of view I should
say that itis decidédly a bar to progress, and Y should not advocate an extension of the system, believ-
ing, as 1 do, that a labourer-earning good wages, with a sufficient garden attached to his cottage, the
opportunity of renting an allotmentand of obtaining a.paddock or a run for a cow or two, is far better
oft than these hand-to-mouth farmers who rear their children in ignorance, and is moreover a more
valuable- member of the body politic.

56. There is only one other point to which I need allude, and that is the existence of hiring fairs Hiring faire,
in these counties; and I do so for the purpose of calling your attention to some portions of the
evidence in reference to them, Mr. Glass (No. 44) says that men and women are hired in open street
at Neath, and that register offices do not exist. .
The Rev. G. Williains (No. 53) says ¢ The hiring or mop fairs are a fruitful source of evil; as a rule,
all farm servants are hired at these fairs ; even if the servants intend to keep their places they go to the
fair and are hired afresh. I believe these fairs have a very demoralising effect in many ways, and it
would be @ great-benefit to the country if they could be abolished.”

Mr. Smith, relieving officer, Devynock (No. 55) says the lads and girls stand in the open air to be
hired ; if not hired the first day they go home and can return the next day, or on any following
Saturday. He had not observed much evil resulting from.these fairs.

Mr. D. Downes (No. 58) says “I should prefer the fairs being done away with, and a character given
‘: to the servants from their former places. Register offices might be substitued for the present
¢ system.” )

These hirings are in May and November, and fairs are held at Brecon, Crickhowell, Hay, Builth,
"T'recastle, and Neath, -and doubtless at.other towns of which 1 did not hear. Another complaint is
that at the time of these fairs the homes of the labourers are very much overcrowded, and it seems
that here, as well as in Yorkshire.and other counties, there.is a desire to get rid of this system as being
the cause-of much evil and imniorality.

56. I beg now to express my thanks to all those in my district, who either gave or enabled me to
obtain the desired information, for their kindness and assistance, and I would, at the same time, tender
to you my very best thanks for .the uniform kindness I have- received at your hands during -the
period of my connexion with the.Commission, and .assure you that it is with- deep regret that I find
myself compelled by circumstances to relinquish my share in the work in Scotland.

I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient sorvant,
Br{‘anston; EDWIN B. PORTMAN,
‘ebruary 8, 1870.
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To Hrr Masusty’s CoMISSIONERS.

GENTLEMEN,

1. I xave now the honour of submitting to you my Report upon the employment.of women,
young persons, and children in agriculture in the counties of Anglesea, Carnarvon, Denbigh, and- Flint,
which 1 visited in obedience to your instructions during portions of the months of September and
October last.

2, When I received your instructions to examine into the condition of the agricultural population
in these counties, I understood it to be your wish that my report upon them should be limited to
those points in which I might find upon inquiry that the condition of the agricultural populution
resident there differed from the coudition of the agricuitural population in the Euglish counties, on
which 1 had already reported.

3. L have carefully borne these instructions in mind, and have found that the points in which the
Welsh counties assigned. to me differ from the English counties which I had previously visited ave
points in which the contrast is rather in favour of the Welsh counties; so that, if it should be thought
undesirable to apply the Factory .\cts to those engaged in agriculture in the English counties upon
which I have already reported, it would in my opinion be still less desirable to apply them. to the
Welsh counties to which this report refers.

1. This being the general result of my inquiries, 1 have thought it suflicient to have but a small
body of evidence printed, and hope to be able to compress the. observations I have to make upon that
evidence into-a very short Report.

5. The general condition of theso counties as regards acreage and the numbers of labourers, both
male and female, employed in agriculture may be gathered from the following Table : —

Labourors employed in Agriculture,
TPapulation. 1851, 1861.

County. Acres. Slt;lcs. ! Females. Males. Females.
Anglesea - - 193,453| 57,327 54,50‘9* 1,793 1,999‘ 1,169 25 961 | 2,006 196 26
Carnarvon - - | 370,273 | 87,870 | 95,694 f 3,034 :1,440g 1,957 62 2,725 1 3,668 479 54
Denbigh - - ' 386,052’ 92,583 {100,778 } 3,442 | 5,184 ; 2,300 73 2,957 | 5942 | 1,21 59
Flint - - - 184905 i 68,156 | 69,787 ; 763} 1,067 g 502 10 695 883 134f 19

Total - - 1,134,683 305,936 ;8‘.’0,818 ' 5,002 | 11,690 ; 5,928 } 170 | 6,638 : 12,499 g 2000|158
N i

Shepherds not included in this table,

6. Ltappears from this Tablo that these counties arc very.thinly populated. The counties of Carnarvon
and Denbigh contain about one inhabitant to eyery -t acres; Anglesea, about une to.every 31 acres;
and Flint, rather more than one to every 3 acres, One of the most thinly populated:counties in England is
Herefordshire, which contains about ono inhabitant to.every 44 acres. Between the years 1851 and 1361
the population increased in- all the counties except Anglesea, the only county in which:there-is-not a
large population of miners or quarrymen. ‘The number of in-door farm servants, both male and female,
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decreased in evory county, and the total number of out-door male farm labourers increased, and of N.
females decreased. L .

7. The total area of these -counties, is very large, but it must be recollected that extensive tracts Large districts
of them consist of barren rock or mountain, and that the extent actually under cuitivation is uncultivated.
but little more than half the total aréa; this will appear from the following Table which I have
extracted from the Agricultural Returns of Great Britain for 1868. This Table shows that the total
acreage of crops of all kinds, bare fallow, and grass, in these four counties is about equal to that of
Shropshire (660,240 acres), and considerably-less than that of Wiltshire (710,908 acres) :—

Total Acreage | Per-contago of Corn
under all kinds§ Crops to Total Acreago
4 County. Total Acreage. { of Crops, Baro under all kinds of
t Fallow, and Crops, Bare Fallow,
I Grass, and Grass.
H
' Auglesea - - 193,453 137,721 243
1
i Carnarvon - 870,273 172,682 14-7
Denbigh - -1 386,052 239,076 29:0 <
i .
. 1
Flint - - 184,905 116,535 317 )
Total - - 1,134,683 665,964

8. Before proceeding to the details of this Report, it will be convenient to refer to a few of the
peculiar features-which these counties respectively exhibit.

The county of Anglesea consists of low undulating table-land, somewhat dreary and uninterest- Peculiar
ing in appearance. There is a considerable extent of bog and marsh in the island, but except f::“llg‘f of
on the shores of the Menai Straits it contains scarcely any wood, and there are but few hedges or "™
fences between the fields. From the nature of its position it is exposed to the full fury of the
storms which sweep across the Atlantic, and although the mountains of Carnarvonshire attract most of
the rain, the storms of wind which rush across the island of Anglesea are very severe, and the vegetation
in consequence bears a somewhat stunted and dwarfed appearance. The climate is well suited to the
breeding of cattle; it favours the growth of root erops, but of the corn crops grown about two-thirds
consist of oats. ’

9. The county of Carnarvoii is distingnished rather for its mineral than for its agricultural Carnarvon-
roducts’; it-consists mainly of barren mountains which are useless except as sheep walks, and which shire.
eave but a small portion of the whole county to be devoted to tillage. This portion consists of «

‘belt of low land +hich separates the mountains from the sca, the lower portions of the valleys, and
that partof the county which lies to the west of the Carnarvon and Tremadoc Railway, and which is
called Lleyn..

The great binlk-of the population of this county is dependent upon its mineral productions for a
livelihood ; these consist-of slate quarries at Llanberris and in the neighbourhood of Bangor, and stone
quarries at Penmaen Maiir, near Conway. I wastold that the slate quarries belonging to Lord Penrhyn
in the ngighbourhdod of Banigor provide subsistence for a population numbering nearly 11,000, The
other quarries in the county are also very extensive. The employment of so much labour in the quarries
must, of course; have a considérable indirect efféct upon the supply of agricultural labour. Qccupation
can alwa{s be obtained in the quarries by almost any number of superﬁuous labourers for whom work
in the ficlds cannot be found.

In consequence of the mountainous character of this county and of the severity of its climate but
little corn is grown. It appears from the agricultural returns that the per-centage of corn crops to the
total acreage under all kinds of crops amount to only 14°7 (the average for the whole of England being
32+5), and of this the greater part is oats. The méuntains are let in extensive tracts as sheep walks, in
some cases to individual farmers, and in other cases the right of pasturage in a particular district is let
as appurtenant to a certain number of farms ; but under any circumstances the labour to be donein the
mountains is insignificant and the population residing in the mountains very small.

10. The portion of Denbighshire best adapted for agricultural purposes is the Vale of Clwyd, Denbighshire,
which consists of a considerable extent of very fertile land, and is chiefly celebrated for the production
of cheese and butter. Between this valley and the borders of Carnarvonshire lies a mountainous district
of considerable elevation, but less lofty than the mountains of Carnarvoushire. The whole of this
district is devoted to agficulture. In that pari of Denbighshire situated in the neighbourhood of
Wrexham and Ruabon an extensive coal ﬁelts) exists, which has attracted a large mining populatien.

The proportion of corn grown, though considerably larger ihan that of either Anglesea or Carnarvon-
shire, is less than the general average of England; and of that which is grown, oats forms the principal
crop,

11. Flintshire presents features more.similar to those-of England than.any other county I visited in Flintshire.
Wales. The only mountains of any importance are the Clwydian Hills, which for a considerablo
distance separate Flintshire from Denbighshire. The amount of coal produced in this county, although
not nearly equal to-that produced in Denbighshire, is, considering the acreage and population of the
county, very large. In addition to coal, Jead is found in considerable quantities. The climate is less
severe than that of the other three counties I have before described, and in it alene the production of
wheat exceeds that of any other corn crop.

“I'he hundred of Maelor, which-is separated from-the rest of Flintshire by a portiout of Denbighshire,
differs from the other parts of the county in ¢ontdining no minerals, but forms a rich agricultural district.

It contains-many dairy farms,:and produces cheese of a fine quality.

12, The size of the farmsis, as n-general rule, smaller in Wales'than in-any English county I have Sise of farms.
visited: According-to the agricultural returns for 1868, ‘the -average extent of the land held by each
‘occupier was, in Anglesea 49 acres, in-Carnaryonshire'84, in Denbighshire 12;-and in Flintshire 30; for
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England-tho-avetage was 60. .A.fowlargo:farms are to:be found'in every:county; but the consolidation
of small farmy is not going cn as rapidly as appears to be the case in England. In factyas a general
rule, on the death of a tenanty no'matter how .small:the-farm.is, the.landlord:permits :anothér member
of the family of the deccased tenant (should the family contain:a suitable person) to continue in occu-
pation of the farm. I was told by-a large landowner that he had a-tenant whose family had occupied
a farm of about 50 acres for 200 years, without-ever having had-a:lease. The labour on:the small farms
is generally done by the farmer and 'his-family, in some cases without -any hived labout; oceasionally
the labour is-hired for the summer-months only (Evid. 82).

18. Where labourers are employed for hire they are usually hired by the year in May and Noveimber,
and are provided with board and lodging by the farmers. Where exira men are employed thoy
are hired by the week, and are generally fed by the farmer, but they sleep at home. As a general
rule the larger farmers hire more men by the week and board and lodge fewer than the smaller fariners.

14. The ordinary wages for a man who is hired by the week are, in Anglesea 11s. or 12s. (Evid. 8,
6, 7), in Carnarvonshire and Denbighshire and Flintshire12s. to 14s (Evid. 13, 19, 20, 23, 27, 30, 32),
and ‘occasionally in the neighbourhood of the mines and quarries of Carnarvonshire and Flintshire as
much as 13s. (E\'id. 9, 39).  The men who are ‘hired by the year and boarded get from 18/ to 247 a
year besides their board and lodging (Evid. 6, 9, 12, 30, 82). In one instance I found as much as 307
a year being paid ; but this was quite exceptional (Evid. 18). A less eflicient man gets about 16/ or 18/,
ayear. If alabourer is married and sleeps in his own 2ottage he receives about 7s. a week and his
board. o T .

During the harvest week it is customary to make a fresh bargain each week with the extra men
that are hived. As instances of the amount. paid for this work I may mention the following cases:—
Mr. J. Dawson, agent to Sir Pyers Mostyn, T'alacre, says, ¢ Last harvest:my wages amounted to 14e.,
“ 15s., 175, 17s., and 185 6d. a week for the.five' harvest weeks, besides 5s. & week extra for ¢meat,”
% which some of the farmers allow, but I prefer:to pay in money.” (Evid. 41.) And David Davies,
foreman to Mr. Sandbach, at Elangerniew; in Denbighshire, says,—

“This year ono week the wages were 17. 1s. and the meat, dnd 18s,, 16s., 125, and' 8., for the other véeks.
They have not been as high as that for 20 years. The farmers and lnbeurers fix the amount between,
and then cry it out in the street. They don’t earn any exira money by piece-work af othér times of the year,
except for special operations, such as draining.” (Evid. 25.) ) ’

15. In one point the condition of the agriculiural labourer in Wales is different from that of the
same class in England.  In England there is a clear and well-defined line between the labourer aid the
farmer. In Wales this lino is almost absent. In most parts of England the chance of the labouter
becoming a farmer is very remote. In Wales, not only 18 the probability of this change taking place
very great, but in many cases the labourer actually is a small farmer.

Mr. R. Lloyd Edwards, of Nanhoran, Carnarvonshire, who farms 320 acres of Lis own- land,
told me that all his labourers were farmers, and that he alwaf's let land, varying from six to about
15 acres, with his cottages. e adds, “the occupiers generally keep one or two cows, grow a little
% corn and potatoes; they occasionally have to leave their work for a day to work on their own land,
% but not often enough to destroy their usefulness as farm labourers. “The ploughing on these small
% holdings is done either by men who go about making a living by letting out.ploughs and horses, or
“ else two men, each of whom keeps a horse, join together and plough one another’s land. A regular
“labourer ought not to have more than two or three acres of land. They ¢an keep a cow and pig
% on that. The smallest amount of land which a farmer can live and do well upon is 40 or 50 acres.”
(Evid. 18, see too Evid. 14 and 32.)

16. The opinion that men who farm less than 40 or 50 acres are worse off than. labourers.is very
generally entertained.  When their pecuniary condition is critically.examined it may be so, but there
can be no question that the small fariner$ very much prefer their position to. that of labourers, on
account of its independence. As stated by Mr. Tonch, “In ¢omparing their -condition with that of
“ labourers, the fact that they are under less control must be taken into consideration, and:-the price
“ at which they value this independence riust be set off against the possibly rather better living .of
“ the labourer.,” (Evid. 42.)

17. In physical appearance the Welsh. will compare favourably with the English, or at any rate
with the inhabitants of the counties with which.I am acquainted (L:am:not acquainted with the North
of England). They are o muscular and robust race, and capable of undergding great labour, This
is probably due, in a great measure,.to the superior quality of their diet, wrl’leh, compared with that of
the English labourer. = This appears clear, from.the Report of Dr. Edward Smith on the food.of the

oorer labouring classes, published in the Sixth:-Report -of the Medical Ofticer of the Privy Council:

. Smith says (pages ‘267-271{, that he found whedten: flour used by all whom lie.examined in
Anglesea and North Wales; in -almost all:cares it wis-white flour of moderato quality, but in a‘few
cases it was brown, from thespresence of shsrps,;and not from the-large husks or bran; oatmeal wis
used, but to a rather less, and barley to a very small oxtent. Potatoes and green vegetables are .uni-
versally consumed ; the average quantity consunied in Anglesea.was found by Dr. Smith to-be-164.1bs,,
and in North Wales it was 4 1bs. per -adult weekly.. Meat or bs con was eaten to a small extent by
everyfamily in Anglesea and North Wales, The amount coisumed:per adult weekly was:found:to bo
10% oz in Anglesen, and 15} in North Wales. Only a small portion. (24 oz. per adult weekly) was
butchers’ meat, and- the remainder was found to be. either bacan, or meat killed in.-winter, .and salted
for use in the following summer. The one article in which the Welsh compares most favourably with
the English diet is that of mill, Milk was found by Dr. Smith “to be-used in every-case in Anglesea
« and North Wales 388 per cent. of families examined obtained buttermilk, 53 per cent. skimsmilk,
‘.6 per cent. new milk,” Buttermilk is usuaily supplied by all farmers to their labotirers. A labourer
frequently has the privilege of taking home some to-his family, ory if ho-cannot do this, and dods not;
possess a cow himself, ho can, as-a.general rule, purchase itat a-very low price from some neighbourwho
does keep a cow. “The generaliresult of this:diot-was.found:by Dr.. Smith ¢ be * that-the quantity of
% carbon-and -nitrogen contained in the food of each-computed-adult was, in: Anglesea, 60,784 grains:of
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 garbon 2521 grains of nitrogen,; and in North Wales; 45,613 grains of carbon and 1,763 grains: of N.
“ nitrogen: weekly:” The quantity consumed by an dverage agricultural labourerin England-is 40,673
grains:of-carbon and 1,594 grains-of nitrogen, I endoavoured to ascertain whether this nutritious diet

roduced a corresponding increase in the powers of work among Welshmen as.compared. to Englishmen.

found that it was impossible to get satisfactory information upon this point, owing to my inability
te find any standard of work, common to both English and Welsh, by which to measure their
respective-powers.

18. I found that in Anglesea and Carnarvonshire the Welsh language is universally spoken by all Language.
persons-of full age. T is quite the-exception to find:anybody over the age of 25 or 30 who can speal Welsh gene:
English, The population under -that age have been brought up since education has been improved; ™ SPoxew
but of these many who profess to speak English can only do so mechanically, and are quite ineapable
of carrying on a sustained conversation in that language.

In. DenT)ighshire the English language is more generally understood, while in Flintshire there Increased de-
appear to be-few persons who cannot. speak it. T may add that thero is a very general desire among 3 10 Jearn
patents at present to-have their children taught English, because they are aware that a knowledge-of g
the English language is indispeusable for their advancement, whatever may be the path of life which
they select.

1{). Wonien and girls are certainly employed-less in-these counties than in any county which I have Employment of
visited in Kngland. They are employed a little to feed the pigs or to milk, besides the ordinary occupa- YR and
tion -of planting and getting up potatoes, weeding,. stone-picking, and-a little haymaking ; but I am ¥
inclif)e(ll todt.hink that even in-these occupations they are‘less employed in these counties than is usual
in England..

In support of this point T may vefer to the following evidence:=
The: Rev. D: Rowlands, a native of Anglesea, and & gentleman thoroughly well acquainted with
North Wales, says,—

“ Women are not employed at all in agriculturo in North Wales, except very oceasionally in hay and corn
harvest.” (Evid. 1.)

Mr. John Williams, of Treffos, and the Rev. J. Williams, rector of Lilanfairynghornwy, Anglesea,
say,— . .

“ Women dve eniployed very slightly in planting potatoes, and a little in the hay andl corn harvest.”
(Evid, 6.) c
The Rev: J. W. Ellig, of Llanaelhaiarn, Carnarvonshire, says,—

% Woinen sre seaicely ever employed except for domestic purposes. They generally feed the pigs, milk, plant
potatoés, and-make lay.” (Evid. 12.)

Tho Venerable Archdeacon Evans, of Llanllechid, Cainarvonshire, says,—

 Women ave not employed in agricultuial labour, It is difficult to get women to weed gardens or to raise
potatoes.” (Lvid. 18.)

Mr. W. M. Clarke, agent to Mr. Hughes, of Khunel, says,—

¢ Very fow women have been employed iv out-of-dour work during the last 15 or 20 years, but they were
mova oxtensively employed formetly, The turnips were formerly weeded and hay made ¢hiefly by women,
but it is not so now.” (Evid. 23,)

Mr. H. R. Hughes, of Ystrad, Denbigh, says,—

“ Women are a good deal employed at certain times of the year. In spring they are employed in weeding,
and ocensionally in some other small job, as-assisting-to-thrash or sow, They are also employed in setting and
raising potatoes, and in hay and harvest. There is very little for them to do after the potatoes are raised.
They occasionally assist to thrash during winter, but-do nothing-else.” (Ivid. 27.)

Mr. J. Scott Bankes, of Loughton Hall, Northop, Flintshire, says,—

¢ There is no regular employiment for women ; in fact the women ave hardly ever cmjployed by the farmers
at all” -(livid, 89.)

M. J, Dawson, agent to Sir Pyers Mostyn, at Talacre, Flintshire, says,—

“ Just here no women are employed, but towrards Rhyl on one side, and Holywell on the other, some of the
favmers do employ some fow occasionally ; nover in winter.”  (Bvid, 41.)

The evidence here quoted, all of which proceeds from reliable witnesses residing in the various
parts of the district assigned to me, is, I think, quite suflicient to prove that the extentto which women
are employed in-agriculture is.on the whole insignificant. I at one time entertained an impression that
the wives and daughters of the small farmers worked to a greator extent than that above deseribed,
but on exaniination this improssion appeared to be without foundation.

20. The ordinary wage for a woman when she does work is 1s. a day. (Evid. 27, 40, 41.) Women's

21. I have stated in my former Reports that I do not consider that the field work porformed by wages.
women in England 18 necessarily the cause of physical injury to them. There is nothing peculiar in Effect of field
the nature of the field work upon which. woinen.are employed in Wales as compared with Lingland ; it work on
follows, therefore, from the diminished extent towhich they are employed that they aro less likely to "
be-injured by the work they do in the former coyntry than in the latter,

It was never suggested -to me that the field work done by women in Wales is ever the cause of
physical injury to them.

22, Boys are not generally employed continuously until they are old enough to obtain places in farm- Employment
houses. 'This age generally varies from 12 to 15 (Evid. 1, 6, 9, 12, 13, 21, 23, 25, 32, 42) ; from that °fboY
age upwards they assist generally in all the operatiens of the farm,  Little boys and sometimes girls
are occasionally employed for a few weeks in thinning furnips, in planting or gathering potatoes, or
collecting stones, (Ewvid. 8, 6, 41.)
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N. At Llangerniew, in Denbighshire, there is so great a demand for young children to woed
turnips during the months of June and July that the school holydays are fixed during these months, in
order to permit the children to go to work; but at no other place -did I find them so generally
employed for this purpose. )

Not employed 28. It is the universal practice to plough with two horses and reins, so that ploughboys are not

todriveplough. required ; nor arc young boys ever employed with horses. The occupation therefore which, according
to my experience, gives more omployment to young boys in England than any other, does not exist in
Wales.

Private gangs. 24, I met with one or two instances of private gangs of women and childven being -employed ; thus
on Sir R. Bulkeley’s home farm, and on three or four other large farms in the neighbourhood .of Beau-
maris, private gangs are employed in the summer months to collect weeds, spread manure, single and
hoe turnips, and cut thistles (luvid. 7), or sometimes a man will contract to thin turnips, and bring some
children to assist him (Evid. 6) ; but this mode of employing labour is uncommon, and does not appear
to me to require to be regulated by law. The observations I have made upon the employment of
pri\aatc gangs in my former reports will apply equally to the private gangs employed in my district of
Wales.

Difficulty of 25. There is some difliculty in comparing the state of education amongst the Welsh population with

cgmp‘gi“& that among the.English. The main objgct \_\’hich'the parents of Welsh children have in view in sending

Wales st them to school is to have them taught English. The children, therefore, in Wales have to begin by

England. learning a foreign language, which in most cases they are totally ignorant of up to the time of attending
school. . The Welsh Tanguuge is only used in the schools for the purpose of teaching the children
English, and the use of it is discontinued after the children can understand English. The facility with
which the Welsh children acquire the English language has often been pointed out to me as a
remarkable proof of the intelligence of the Welsh. I met with one school-master in a remote parish in
Denbighshire who told me he_could scarcely speak Welsh; his wife, however, who taught the lower
classes, could speak it well. (Evid. 26.)

Ageofleaving  26. As a general rule the children remain at school in the counties to which this Report refers

school, up to an age varying between 12 and 14 (Evid. 15, 17, 22, 26, 29, 87, 88). In two casés the age was

sndproficiency. Placed as low as from 10 to 12 (Evid. 1,84). Those who attend regularly can generally pass the fourth
" standard when they leave (Evid. 17, 26, and 37), but some only the third. "This result is tolerably
satisfactory and certainly more satisfactory than the result attained in most of the districts in England

with which I am acquainted.®

8chool accom- 27, [t must not, however, be supposed that the whole population attain the proficiency here described.

:ﬁ&ﬁms in. Distriets were pointed out to me where the school accommodation was insufficient” (Evid. 1), and
sufficient. complaints were frequertly made of the indifference of the parents (Evid. 1, 8, 5, 9, 81). To

these causes the defective state of education (where it is defective) is mainly due. ‘The observations and
recommendations which I have made in my last Report as to the measures which should be adopted for
the purpose of encouraging the building of schools and the supply of teachers will apply to.the counties
to which this Report refers, as well as to the counties for which they were originally intended.
(Second Report, I, sections 82-89.).

* As one test of the state of education in these counties, I subjoin a Table showing the proportion of persons who on their
marringe signed the register with marks. Tiese figures are compiled from the 13th Annual Report of the Registrar General
(Abstract for 1867).

" Number of Persons who Signed Percenta
\:ll:?,‘,‘i',‘er y Mark, s of P_ensongsﬁ
County. of Persons \;}xo i,fn'i‘%lbf
" rk
Married. Males. t Females, i Total. |- Married.
{

Anglesea - - 416 56 | 97 153 *36
Coarnarvon - - 1,594 207 |} 339 546 *34
i Denbigh - - 1,504 308 359 667 41
[ flint - - - 186 106 111 07| ey
England - - 358,308 37,879 51,606 89,485 ~24

t Although it is impossible to estimate accurately the sufficiency of the seliool accommodation, the information recently collected
by the National Society is very valuable upon this point. I have extmcted the following tables from the  Statistics of Church
“ of England Schools for the Poor in England and Wales, for the year 1866 and 1867.”

Panisurs (in Counties) without Schools, hut supplied with Education in adjoining parishes,

Parishes with | Parishes with | Parishes with | Parishea with | Parishes with | Parishes with | Parishes with

County. Topulations | Yopulations | Populations | Populations | Populatiens | Populations Populations

4 nnder 100, between 100 | hetween 800 | between 500 | betweer 1,000 | between 8,000 abovo 5,000,
and 300. and 600, and 1,000, and 3,000, wnd 5,000 '
Anglesea .« el 3 3 3 5 0 ! 0 0
Carparvon - - - [ ? 1 0 0 t 1 1]
Denbigh R 0 | 1 1 1 ) 0 i 0 0
Flint - - - - 0 ! 0 0 i 0 ‘{ 0 0

Panisnes (with Populations) destitute cither of separate or convenient adjoining Schools.
1
Pari Parishies with | Parishes with | Parishes with | Parishes with | Parishes with ;
County. 1;’:;’;3,\2&“3,‘}‘ %;ggmlnliol!(;g Pmo‘pnlnug%a %}’&pﬂ&ti%{‘x’g lmpulatl;x%o l}(,-%p“]auso"‘)go ?ﬂ;}:ﬁ;mf;‘
weel ween ween ween 1, ween 3, i

wider 100, and 360, and 560, and 1,000, .and 3,000, and 5,000, . abavo £,000.
Anglesea - - - 0 0 4 . 2 0 0 0
Catnarvon - - - 0 0 0 I 2 3 3 0
Denbigh - - - 0 2 1 ‘ 1 1 0 0
Flint ~ - - - - 0 0 [1 2 i 2 0 0 0

See next page,
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28. On ono point, however, the recommendations I made with reference to English schools are not N,

applicable to Wales. In my last report I recommended that it should be made illegal to employ certificates of
cEildren uuder 14 years of age in agriculture unless they produced certificates to show that they had proficiency.
acquired a certain amount of education. lt this system were applied to Wales the age below which the 1 i
obtaining of a certificate is made the condition of employment must be higher thau I'4. nm‘)]'.l';d‘{:'e‘“
So few boys are employed under the age of 14 thac there would he no inducement to obtain the Wales, ago
certificate unless the probibition were oxtended to a higher age than that. should be over
29. Tho insufliciency of the education usually obtained by KEnglish children is generally due to the '
wnwillingness of the parents to forego the addition to the family income resulting from the child's Early Iabour
labour; this cause is absent in the districts which I visited in Wales. As this point is one of con- 1o obstacle to
siderable importance for the purpose of this Commission, I will quote some opinions of school teachers cducation.
and school managers to fortify my statement.
The Rev. J. Williams, rector of Llaunfairynghornwy, who had been in the babit of inspecting eight
rural schools in Anglesea, told me that he thought the instruction given was tolerably satistactory, and
added,—.—
“There is no agricultural work which interferes with the education except the planting ot potators, and
there is nothing else to interfere with the education except the apathy of the purents.” (Evid. 6.)

Miss Smith, mistress at a smail rural school near Carnarvon, says,—
“The occasional agricultural employments are not sufliciently numevous to prevent children learning to
read, write, and cipher if they would attend regularly at other times””  (Bvid. 11.)

The Rev. J. W. Ellis, rector of Llanaelhaiarn, near Pwlheli, Carnarvonshire, says,—

% The boys could well acquire a satisfuctory education if they attended regularly up to the time al which it
is customary for them now to earn wages.” (Evid. 12.)

Archdeacon Xvans, of Llanllechid, Carnarvonshire, says,—

“There ave very good schools within easy reach of all. Euwrly labour in agriculture is no perceptible
impediment to their attending them.” (Ivid. 18).

Mr. J. D. Jones, who was schoolmaster of the British school, Ruthin, in Denbighshire, for 14 years,
5aYyS,~— . i

“There was really no work which the boys did for the farmers which interfered with their eduention. 1t
was very rare for a boy to stay away to scare birds, but they sometimes remained at home, with my leave, to
assist their parents in planting potatoes. There were many sons of small farmers at my school, and they were
kept away to work on the farms far-more than the sons of labourers.” (Evid. 38.)

Mr. Beverley, who was schoolmaster at Eglwas Fach, in Denbighshire, for 30 years, says,—

“'Chere is nothing in the work about here to interfero with the children’s learning the three ¢ R’s’ satis-
factorily.” (Tvid. 22.)

Lanisurs (with Populations) having only Dames’ Schools.

1 e § . ! PR . s
1 Pari i Parishes with | Parishes with | Parishes with | Parlshes with | Parishes with », ‘il
County. ]F;:;ll’f}‘,su‘;m‘ Populations | Populations ' Populations | “Populations | Populations ]?;};“ﬁ%fs:g'
! undler 100, bet“;fc:;(;l}oo bcm‘foa‘(‘)o 300 - be ‘:ﬁl(‘)o%m : “‘rf%n()(l)bm bem;.l.\cé\ogbooo | above 5,000,
a ., an . and 1,000, and 3,000, nud 5,000,
— : .
Anglesea - - - 0 1 | 0 0 0 0 0
Carnarvon - - 0 0 ‘ 0 0 0 0 9
Denbigh - - - 2 0 ‘ 2 0 0 0 0
Flint - - - - 0 0 X (] 0 0 0 ¢
.
Nionr Scnoors in Counries.
f Number of Night | Number of Night. | Avemse Number !
County, Sehooly, i.e., school Scholars °r§\cml‘;§:§‘l‘]°‘ :
Institations. on Registors. attendance.
B I
 Anglesea - - 5 ! 120 84
i Carparvon - 9 ¢ 372 253 !
; Denbigh - - 16 | 181 307
| Flint - - 6 ] 249 149 !
i ]
FE 5 Number of Scholarson | Avernze number of Week- [ £.8 T { Chureh of
;gh o ’ gg: Nwmber of Regist dny‘!.“p Inrs in attend ‘_'.g_ﬁ P g % Fil)lglnm’l.
] "eek-day = ] N i ainey
§-E [ § _:;: 5‘1‘ ecll;llx_u, In Schools | In Schools | In Schools | In Schooly -%5:5. " 3 3 ; Schools, and
S5 % B2 cl10oky, 1.6, amually  [not annually{ nnnually  |not annmaliy}E 23 S { Scholnrs {u
g3 1 2 ;g“ Institutions. [aided by the| sided by the | aided by the | aided by tha %=, &%= ., |them,not in-
Comnties | M | 3 Py f | St | ‘Stafe, _ State. State. 8E | % 5_§ seluded in pre-
T il gy i AT TETT IgEd | 5553 Nowscols
Propor. | 82 & '=ZF igE |28 s 15| & g |z g |2 ES5% s28G 2 |y TUgET
(5§ FEEwh Al lgls 3 303 3 |BsBeE BzET 15,078
528 % ‘8 f diERd ) 2 14 % AN PR Bt PR g 8- RE-+ I F
225 2 ElippEEiEE| 2 12 & B2 B 2ushe getl  SEIERT
3£8, 5 ZL 13RS <E| 8 I L 2 =% BEEZ, & 2| chs
(GR8 8 d«.gnb%«, EIEiE) = £ z9: £ .z paEE SERS i Bl
Anglesen 78 | G600} 83,107 | 22 ; 20 o1 9,1&3' (43 1,}05 58 § 16811 43 7II)I 41 | 2,475 I'G.orlin'll'“l! 1 42
Carnarvon| 80 | 95,601 §103,405 | 33 , 23 ;57 5,883 30 | 13841 T1 ] 4357 § 220 S’ 33 | 558 55,orlinisl o ()
Denbigh 70 {100,778 {10380 ] 87 | o3 ye2] 53371520 | 2,200 { 152 | 3,708 {100 | 1,623} 117 | 5728 [5°4,0r1in lS'-If 4 88
Flint - 82 60,737‘ 70,080 | 36 i 13 {497 5,088 5 171 ; 1,050 78 ‘ 3,859 | 108 | 1,383 ¢ 45 | 5,000 {7°2,0r1 hl]ll‘B’ 0 Q
! t

These tables only take into account the schools in connexion with the National Society. Besides these there are many other
schools in North Wales. T leavn from the Report of the Bangor Training College for 1864 that there are the following British
Schools in these countics, viz :—18 in Anglesea, 22 in Carnarvonshire, 13 in Denbighshire, and 9 in Flintshire. If these are added
to the National Schools it scems clear that the supply of school accommodation must be tolerably satisfactory.

24838, i
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N. 80. 1 feel sure that. the opinions expressed in the evidence here quoted may be taken to be fair speci-
mens of the opinions which are generally entertained by those best-qualitied to judge on the pints
referred to; and the conclusion at which I have arrived on this point is, that in no part of the counties
to which the report refers are children employed in agrieullure to such an extent as to prevent their
acquiring a satisfactory elementary education. o ) i

Large number 1. There is one point in which the condition of Wales is essentiaily different-from that of England,
of dissentersin  and a point tou which it is most impertant to bear in mind in providing for the education of the children
Wales. in Wales. I allude to the fact that a very large majority of the Welsh are Nonconformists.  As a matter
Children of  of faet, the Nonconformists always sen({ their children to the National schools when there is-no school
?(l)ss\sm'crs " for children professiug their own creed within access, and, with scarcely any exception, permit
Nationa > . v . .
schools. them to be taught the Church Catechism. The teachers in the National school are generally careful
not to instruct the children of dissenters in doctrines which are inconsistent with the reli.’-ms-belief of
the parents. On this point the Rev. E. T. Watts remarks (Report on the Church of England Schools
in Anglesca, Carnarvon, Denbigh, Flint, and Merioneth, printed in the Report of the Committee of
Council on Education, 1869, page 267):—*“I know not of a single school in this distriet in which tlie
¢ principle of the Conscience Clause is not practically recognized. My experience as a-school manager
“ Justifies the assertion that, as a rule, dissenters have little or no objection to the religious-instruction
“ 1mparted to their children in National schools, Although it was a well-known fact in the parish ot
‘ which I was for some years the incumbent that any child might, upon the expressed wish of its
¢ parents, be withdrawn from the religious instruction, the privilege, or whitever it might be called,
Opiion of “ was not claimed in a single instance.” At the same time I learnt that an idex prevails among Non-
dissenters as to conformists that the clergy of the Established Church wish to bring them back to the church by means
National of the National schools, and that, in point of fact, the Nonconformists do object to the religious instruc-
schools. tion given in the National scheols. They make no formal complaint about it, because they prefor
that their childven should have an education acconipanied with this religious instruction to their having
no education at all.
Sunday 52, The Sunday schools form a notable feature which should be remarked upon in reviewing:of the
schools. educational condition of these counties. These exist in very great numbers, and are largely attended.by
Night schools. both children and adults, insome cases by as many as from 30 or 40 per cent. of the population. Night
schools are very scarce in rural districts; this is owing to the very scattered distribution of the population.
Cottages. 33. Although North Wales can compare favourably with England Luth as regards employment of
women and children in agriculture and the state of education among the agricultural labourers, the
comparison as regards the cottages is certainly in favour of England.  On the whole I have never seen
in England as many bad cottages as I saw in North Wales. ‘
Number. 34. I do not think that the cottages are insuflicient in number. If the accommodation in each
cottage were improved, the agricultural population might probably be accommodated without difficulty.
In the mining districts, hewever, a difficulty occurs Trom the amount of labour which is employed
constantly varying ; whenever a new mine is opened more cottage accommodation is wanted, and it
is difficult always to regulate the supply to the demand.

Accommoda- 37, In accommodation, however, the cottages in North Wales appear tu me to be very generally insufti-
tion. cient. Those in Anglesea and Carnarvon consist, as a general rule, of one room, about 18 or 20 feet
Description of long by 14 or 15 broad. This room is unceiled, and paved with stones, and is used both as a living
cottages. and sleeping room. Tt is generally partially divided by two box beds (i.e., four post beds boarded on

three sides), which are placed nearly across the centre of the room, leaving only a narrow passage
to connect the portions of the room which are used by day and b{ night respectively. (Evid. 6.)
Although only one room, the cottages, with the furniture thus disposed, have the appearance of having
two rooms, the backs of the beds being fitted with shelves, on which the household crockery, &e. is
placed. In another class of cottages the portion of the room which is used as a sleeping apartment is
separated from the rest by a thin wooden partition; and, in a third class, this portion is divided into
an upper and a lower floor, access being obtained-to the upper floor from that portion of the-cottage
which is used as a living room by means of a moveable ladder. Although greater decency is thus
obtained, the ventilation is probably worse in the cottages last described than in those in which there is
no partition. I was told by a medical man of great experience at Carnarvon that he had reason to
believe that the want of privacy in these cottages led to great immorality.* The class of cottages next

* The charge of excessive immorality is one which is frequently brought against the Welsk, but it is a charge which I think is
hardly supported by the facts. The immorality of a people may be measured citker (1), by comparing the number.of children
born out of wedlock with the total number of births ; or (2), by ascertaining the proportion of children borne by spinsters and
widows of a child-bearing age, which for purposes of vomparison may-be taken to-be between-20 and 40.

If the first test be adopted, the comparison hétween England and North Wales will stand thus :—

Children born out of wedlock to every 100 births—

In England - - 59
» North Wales - 79

Although this comparison is unfavourable to North Wales, there are seven countics in England (viz., Norfolk, Herefordshire,
Shropshire, Nottinghamshire, Yorkshire (North Riding), Cumberland, and Westmorland), in which the proportion of children
born out of wedlock is higher than it is in North Wales (13th Annual Report of Registrar-General, Abstract for 1867),

If the second test be adopted the comparison will stand thus:—

t To overy 100 Married Women ' To evory 100 Spinslers and |
i aged 20-40, the proportional 4 Widows ngc«F 20-40, tho ™ |
o . \umberof Legitimate proportionul Number of
i Births annually in 10 Years, | Dicgitimate Births annunally
, 185160, In'the 10 Years, 1851-60.

England and Wales - - 35°02 3+30

Monmouthshire and Wales - 3725 357

i
|
|

But these figures if looked at alone, would probably lead to un ircorreet estimate of ‘the actual amount of immorality, The
number of children born must, I apprehend, depend to some extenf on the healthiness of the population, and would probably be

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



5
t
IN AGRIOULTURE .(1867) :COMMISSION :—>MR. . H. NORMAN'S REVORT, "')36

above these, some few of which were to be found in Carnarvonshire, but which are more numerous in N,
Denbighshire and Flintshire, always have one bedroom, and, in a few cases, two, and were generally

built with.an upper floor. The cottages are generally substantially built throughout North Wales, good
building materials, slate and stone, being plentiful; but in some few districts, where building materials

avp less-accessible than thoy generally are,. the cottages ave often not water-tight; for instance, in the

district of Lleyn, which is rather out of reach of the slate quarries, the cottages were most of them
thatched, and I saw many in this neighbourhood very much out of repair, and quite incapable of
keeping out the weather.

36. The cottage rents vary from about 2/ to 5. (Evid. 3, 6, 9, 12, 22, 27, 80, and 41.) They are Rent.
very rarely accumulated in villages, and are always provided with gardens. I met with many

instances of potato grounds being let by the farmers on systems substantially similar to those which
exist in England.

37. It struck me that a smaller proportion of cottages in " vales belonged to squatters and speculators Ownership,

than in England; the great mass belonging to the landlords. The landlords sometimes retain them
in their own hands, and sometimes let them with the farms. In principle I object to the system of
giving the farmer absolute control over the dwellings of the labourers he employs, except perhaps in
the case of a few of the principal men employed on a large farm. I have stated this in my previous
reports, aiid have had-no teason to change my opinions. The system, however, appears to me to be
less objectionable in Wales than in England. There is less distinction between the labourer and
farmer 1n Wales than in England, and the antagonism, which unfortunately too often exists in England
between these two classes, is less common in Wales.

38. The three rcom model cottages, which so many landlords have built in different parts of Model cottages,
England, are rarelyto be seen in Wales. T saw some good cottages on the estates of Mr. Hughes
at Kinmel, and of iord Penrhyn at Bangor; but good cettages appear to me to be less numerous
in Wales, and to be increasing at a slower rate than in any part of ]gnglzmd with which I am acquainted.
1 am not aware that cottage building is attended with any dificulties in Wales which -do not exist in
England, whereas, on the contrary, there can be no doubt that Wales has the advantage of possessing
an abundarice of building materials, which are too often wanting in England. :

3y, The conclusion then at which I anive, with respect to the counties to which this Report refers, Conclusion.
is that no legislation is required for the protection of juvenile or female labour in agriculture.

Children are not employed in agriculture to such an extent as to prevent their obtaining a
satisfactory clementary education.

No doubt if it be tliought desirable to legislate for the purpose of improving the education
generally throughout the country, such legislation will be beneficial in Wales as well as in England,
but it is no part of my duty to make suggestions as to the mode in which this can be done.

I have again to express my thanks for the courtesy and hospitality which I have universally met with
among those to whom I have had to address myself 1 the course of my inquiries.

I have the honour to remain
Your obedient servant,

F. H. NORMAN.

greater in North Wales, wheré the average annual rate of mortality from all causes to 1,000 persons living (1851-6C) was 20, than
in England generally, where the rate was 22, It is to be feared also that an opinion prevails in Wales (as in many parts :of
England), that » subseq marriage cancels previous immorality, and however much this opinion may be disapproved of and
deplored, it'is hardly fair to compare the illegitimate births in counties where it prevails with the illegitimate births in counties
whtre no similar.sanetioun is given by public opinion to illicit intercourse.

T aw indebted to W, Yarr, Esq., M.D., E.R.S,, of the Registrar-General’s Office, for the figures given in this note,
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REPORT by Mr. CULLEY on the Counties of PEMBROKE and
CARMARTHEN.

INDEX TO REPORT.

Page Page
Mode of coliecting evidence - - - - 36 Distribution of schools - - - - - 44
Narberth Union a typical district - - - - n Church and Disseating schools - - -
Little-England beyond-Wales - - - C- The religous difficulty - - - - 45
Separation of English and Welsh races - - L Educational difficulty arising from want of funds - -
Agricultural labourers living in their own cottages, and School-houses - - - - - - .
providing their own food, a comparatively small quantity Educational rate - - - - - -,
Great improvement during the last 20 years in the con- Desire to educate their children rapidly spreading amongst
dition of the labouring class, and its causes - - the labouring class of South Wales - - - 46
Effect of higher wages and better food - - - 38
Corrages.
D r N o 9
Foov, Wics, axp Huuse. General description of cottage accommodation - - 47
Value of food and lodging as provided by the employer - , Examples of evidence on the state of cottages - -
Dietary of the ugricultural labouring class - -y Charaeter of the ordinary labourer's cottagn - - 48
Wages of single men hired by the year - - - n l)nnmulinn' in numbef of cotlages in South Wales com-
Wages of men paid partly in kind and partly in money - 39 pared with those in the South Midland counties of
Table showing average value of earnings in different England - - - - - .
districts - - - N . . - 40 | Domestic habits of the Welsh and Southern English -
~ Employment and wages of boys - - - - 41 | Duty of landowners as to providing cottages - - 49
Employment and wages of girls - - - LI Teases for lives as affecting the condition of labourers’
Ewpleyment and wages of women - - - dwellings - - - - - .
Earnings of labourers and their wives in Narberth Union
;}01“’?1“'051 with the same earnings in Wantage Union, in SaaLL Fanos, GARDENS, AXD ALLOTMENTS,
erks - - - - - - - 42
Complaints of immorality amongst the hired single servants ,, Small farms as affecting the improvement of agriculture
and condition of the peasant class - - -
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. Industrious Labits of the small farmers - - -
Cow allotments - - - - - - 50
School returns from Narberth Union . - - 43 | Cottage gardens - - - - - -
School attendance in Narberth Union compared with that Potato ground - - - - - -
in Woburn, Woodstock, and Wantage Unions - -
Causes of irregularity in attendance - - - 44 | Pawreerisn - - - - - -
s -
L

To Her Masesty’s COMMISSIONERS,

GENTLEMEN,

0. 1. I uave the honour of submitting to you the evidence which I received in the counties of
Pembroke and Carmarthen on the mode of employment and general condition of the agricultural
labouring class. -

9. In collecting this evidence I adopted the same course as I have hitherto done, selecting one

Modeof collect- " o 79, . o . N 3 s Ot

ing evidence.  union for close examination, and paying short visits to others at the time I had appointed to meet their
respective boards of guardians.

Tarberth Ugi 8. As a typical district I selected Narberth Union, which lies between the counties, and includes

Narberth Union : ) . . ey : v

u typical dis-  approximately about 80,000 acres in Pembrokeshire and 45,000 in Carmarthen. This union also fairly

trict, represents the mixed breeding, dairying, and tillage farming prevalent in the two counties, and depend-
ing (as far as they ave not the result of climate) on geological formations, the most important of which
are to be found in the union 1 am speaking of.

Little-Engl 4. Narberth Union also contains a considerable section (upwards of 8,000) of the English or
Little-England- . . . . e . £ ‘e P
Veyond-\ales, Flemish population, who inhabit a district round the south coast, which will be sufliciently indicated
’ by drawing a line from St. David’s Head on the west, through the town of Narberth, to the mouth of
the river T'af on the east. This mixed colony of Saxons and IFlemings is said to have settled itself
on the coast of Pembrokeshire about the beginning of the 12th century. It is said that the Saxons
were sent by Henry the First to teach the Flemings to speak English. Be that as it may, the in-
habitants of “ Little-Iingland-beyond-Wales ” speak Iinghsh with a pronunciation much more like the
northern than the southern English, and resemble the northerners more in appearance.

Separation of 5. As an instance of how completely apart the English and Welsh races have kept themselves, I

Lnglishond  may mention that I have visited two cottages within about 100 yards of each other, in one of which I

Welsh races.  was not understood, because I could only speak English, while in the other I should have been as little
understood if I had spoken Welsh. ’

6. Narberth town, which I made my head-quarters for about three weoks, stands on the line of
demarkation, and whenever I went northwards I was glad to avail mysel€ of the kindly oftered assist-
ance of Mr, Wm, Philipps (a relieving officer of some 20 years’ standing) as guide and interpreter,

Agrienltural 7. Before considering more closely the evidence as it serves to exhibit- the condition of the agri-

labourers  eyltural labouring class, it will be well to explain that the farm labourer, as he would be generally
living in their
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understood in England, 7.e. as a man providing his own food and that of his family, and depemfent 0.

altogether on the wages he receives from his employer, is a comparatively small quantity in the .., cottages
counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen. and providing

8. The farming of the two counties is, as 1 have said before, a mixed system of breeding, dairying, :"‘;’;‘;lf‘;&f‘“’d'
and tillage, about one-fifth of tho total acreage being annually under the plough, and less than one- gyely pe
fourth subject to it. Nor is any great change likely to take place in this respect ; neither the climate, quantityin the
which is very wet, especially in' spring and antumn, nor the formation of the surface, which is very ;?“""t’sl of .
uneven, are suited to the cultivation of corn; while, on the other hand, the continual moisture and mild Cﬁi};‘,’;&;ﬁ,ﬂ“‘
winters are very favourable to grass, and, in fact, except in favoured spots, such as Laugharne Marsh )
or the limestone distriet near Stackpole, if' it was not that the moisture and mild winters are favourable
to the growth of root crops, still less land would be under the plough, and still less labour would be
required.”

Again, the number of labourers proper is still further reduced by the fact that holdings are
generally small, and a great deal of the required work is done by the farmers and their families ; some
farms, indeed, are so small that the tenant does occasional work as a labourer for neighbouring farmers.

Of the labourers employed a large proportion are unmarried ; men, women, and lads being hired
by the year, and boarded and lodged in the farmhouse or on the premises. Women hired by the year
to assist in the dairy and do general farm work sleep in the house, the hired men and lads more often
in a loft over the stables, on clothes spread on clean straw in the body of a cart. (Appendix A.,
3 and 25.)

As if to reduce the chances of a married labourer, who wishes to be independent and feed his
family as well as himself, still further, it is a common custom for married men to receive their food
from_the farmers as part payment of wages.

9. The great improvement which has taken place during the last 20 years in the position of the agri~ The condition
cultural labouring class in South Wales being one of the most important features to which [ have to draw 91-:1“; labour-
your attention, before going into the question of what wages are worth now, I shall take the liberty &85 5
of quoting two very competent authorities on the condition of the labourer, past and present. greatly im.

In his prize report on the farming of South Wales (published in the Royal Agricultural Socicty’s proved during
Journal for 1849), Mr. C. 5. Read, M.D., soys:— the lust 20

ears,
¢ The peasantry of West Wales are contented and thrifty. "Their wages are not often more than Gs. in the v

upper aud 7s. per week in the lower country. It is customary to beard the labourers wholly or in part during
lharvest, giving them the same wages. They are neat and skilful in some of the minor branches of husbandry,
but in general field work, where strength and exertion ave required, they are much inferior to English
labourers ; indeed, a Lincolnshire workman at half-a-crown a day is not dearer than most Welsh labourers at

a shilling. Tn support of this T may state that task work (which is seldom heard of here, i e. in Wales)
caunot be done cheaper in Wales than in the cast of England. This is naturally the case. A man who
consumes wheaten bread and meat must he in better working trim than the man who eats barley cake and a
little butter, and until Welsh labouvers ore better fed they cannot be physically capable of sustaining with
equal east the fatigues of a hard day’s work. Their principal diet is oat and barley-meal, moistened with
water and made into cakes ; these cakes are pressed very thin, and baked on an iron plank. ~ Barley bread is
made in large loaves, fermented with leaven.”

Passing now from 1849 to 1869, Mr. William Philipps (relieving ofticer of Narberth Union), than
whom 1o man understands better the position of the South Wales peasant, says in his evidence
(Appendix A. 19):—

“'Ihe condition of the labouring class is much improved since my recollection both as to wages and position.
"The usunl rate of wages for agricultural labourers about 25 years ngo was from 8s. to 4s. weekly and their
food 5 there were some privileges in addition, such as munure for sctting potatoes and employment for the
wives and any of the children who were able during haymaking and harvest, but in those days the children
were badly clad, nnd if sickness came to the house the family were some time before recovering. . Barley bread
and potatoes were their chiet’ food, and schooling was little thought of. T believe the turning point in the
labourer’s advanced condition was about the making of the South Wales Railway ; the demand for Inbour and
the offer of more wages induced many to seeept the opportunity, and a large number of agrienitural labourers
ware employed on the line.  On the completion of the railway grat advantages were opened for labourers to
visit the conl mines in the counties of Glumorgan and Monmoutk, which they couid formerly only reach on
foot. Some return occasionally to their native homes, while large numbers with their families settle on the
hills, and some emigrate to Ameriea and the colonies.  Under these civcumstances the present condition of the
working class is much superior to what it was. The usual rate of wages arc now Gs. per week and food and
from 9s. to 12+, on their own finding, \Wheaten bread is now nlmost universaily used, but the present high price
of buteher's ment. is rather beyond their means . . . . Applications for relief by the nble-bodied without being
afllicted by sickness are very rare in these days, and under fhese circumstances, together with privileges of
cducating their children at a small charge, the present general condition of the labourer is much improved.”

» . o] - . . . )
Tt may be well to state the following particulars for refererence: e Agricultnral
1,000,022 statistics.

Total acreage of the counties of Carmarthen and Pembroke - -
- 651,533

Total acreage accounted for in Agricultural Returns for 1868 -
In permanent grass - - - - - - 377,337
In cultivation (including artificial grasses which cover 83,921 acres) 274,196
‘I'he northern and larger part of Pembrokeshire, and about three-fourths of Carmarthenshire, rest on beds of the upper and Geological
lower Siluriun systems, presenting u very unceven and gencrally poor surfuce to the farmer. y
In south Pembrokeshire there are alternate narrow strips (running east and west) of the Old Red Sandstone and Carboniferons
systems. .
‘I'iere is good land, where corn gives well, (a rarc thing in South Wales) on the limestone, especially in the neighbuurhood of
$Stackpole, and there is good corn land on the Old Red Sandstone in Yangharne Marsh and the Vale of the Towy.
1 Mr. J. Lloyd, reheving officer of the north-west district of Carmarthen Union, says in his evidence (Appendix A, 85)—
* Very fow labourers in niy district find thelr own food. 1 hardly know thelr wages."

formations,

E3J

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



0.

How railways
have aftected
the condition
of the labour-
ing class.

Effect of better
wages and
fuod.

Value of foed

and lodging as
" provided by

the employer,

38 BMELOYMBNT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERBSONS, AND WOMEN

10. Many other witnesses, especially relieving: officers, spoke of the great change-for the better which
has taken place in the condition of the labouring class during their recollection, and I have no-doubt
that My. William Philipps is right in dating this change for the better from the commencement of the
South Wales Railway. Not only did the employment on the railway works immediately affect the
labour market of a thinly populated district, but it also introduced.the ill-paid and ill-fed Welsh labourer
to a class of well-fed and abler workmen, and at the completion of the railway the higher wages of the
coal mines and iron and copper works of Glamorganshire were put within comparatively casy reach of
every one.*

11. ‘The man who upon a diet of potatoes, oatmeal flummery, and barley cake was worth 6= or 7s.
a week to the farmer, became, when fed on wheaten bread and meat, worth 12x a week to the railway
contractor, and having tasted of the more generous diet which farm wages would not buy, he set the
example of an exodus which has been going on to a remarkable extent of late years from the. yrural
districts of South Wales. {

12. But the Welsh farmers may take heart. As Mr. Sewell Read told them 20 years ago, and as
the reports of this Commission have gone a long way towards proving, one man may be as well worth
18s. a week as another man is worth 7s, and an ill-fed labourer, who is only worth 6s. or 7s. a week,
may very easily on better food become worth 10s. or 12s.  Mr. Sewell Read, speaking of 20 years ago,
when farm labourers’ wages in South Wales were from 0s. to 7s. a week, says,—* Piece-work cannot
“ be done cheaper in Wales than in the east of England” Now, when wages in Pembrokeshire and
Carmarthen have gone up to something like an average (all told) of 12s. a week, such piece-work as
the Welsh understand, as, for instance, mowing corn and hay, as well as carpenters’ and masons’ work,
is cheaper (according to the evidence which I received on the subject) than in any of the English
counties which I have inspected.

13. Beyond the fact that Welsh farming has improved, though much remains to be done in this
respect, during the very time that wages have been almost doubled, the farmer, as a ratepayer, or rather
as the ratepayer, is receiving a reward for feeding his labourers better. Mr. T. G. Bush, Medical Officer
of Narberth Union, in answer to my question, «Ts the change of food, gradually taking place, for good
“ or for evil?” says (Appendix A. 16),—

« Most decidedly for gcod. I find that since the potatoe and porridge diet (which was up to the time of the
outbreak of the potatoe disease the prevalent food of the agricultural labourer and cottager) has been to a great
extent abandoned and replaced by bread, butter, and cheese ; that the labourer is more able to resist the
influences of weather, and when he is struck down by disease there is & far greater rallying pewer in the con-
stitution than formerly, so that he is able soon to resumework. It may also be added that the board of
guardians now give a larger amount of relief to the sick poor than was formerly the case.”

Koop, Wagrs, axp Huuxe.

14, In order to arrive at the value of the wages of men who are boarded and lodged by their
cmployer, or receive their food as part payment, as well as to compare their earnings with those of the
smaller class who receive their wages altogether or chiefly in money, I shall take the board and lodging
as generally worth 6s. a week, and the food asworth 8d. a day.

The nature of the lodging I have already described. J am allowing 1s. 44. a week as the value
of the bed on the floor of the hay loft. It will, however, immediately strike you that 8d. a day is a very
low estimate for the cost of the food of a labouring man, when provided by his employer. In taking Sd.
a day as the value of the food I am going beyoud the value assigned to it by the majority of farmers
themselves, and perhaps beyond the actual value in many cases. Whether my estimate is a proper one
or not will best appear from an examination of the evidence as to the difference in mouey paid to men
who find themselves, as compared with those who receive their food on working days from the farmer,
as well as from an examination of what the food usually consists of.

15. In nearly every statement of the value of wages (and there are many) in the evidence, you will
see that 9s. a week on their own finding is considered equal to 6s. on the farmer’s finding ; i.e., if 2 man
chooses to provide his own food the farmer only allows him 8s. a week more than if he (the farmer) fed
him.  Occasionally I found a farmer allowing 4s. a week difference, but this was usuaily an employer
who provided better food than his neighbours, or who was anxious to induce his men to provide for
themselves.}

* Mr. W. J. Rowe, relieving officer of Narberth Union, says (Appendix A. 20)—
“ Our labourers arc much better off than they used to be.”

Mr, D. J. Vaughan, R, O., Haverfordwest Union, says (Appendix A. 23)—

“ Wages have riscn very much of late years; the young men leave the district a good deal.”

Mr. Daniel Williams, R. 0., Llandovery Union, says (Appendix A, 28)—

* Labouters arc much better off” than they used to be, simply because the labour market has been thinned by men going off to *The Works® and
cmigrating to America,”

t The Ven. Archdeacon Clark, says (Appendix A, 2)—
““’The population is not excessive, perhaps the reverse; it is diminishing in the rural districts, and there is g 1y no lack of employ "
The Haverfordwest Board of Guardians say (Appendix A. 18)—

* Qur agricultural labouring class are Jiminishing in number.”

Mr. J. J. Johuston, R. O., Haverfordwest Union, says (Appendix A. 22)—

“'Ihere is much Jess manual labour fa the country than there used to be, and the men go off to the works or cmigrate,”
Mr. J. Lloyd, R. O., Carmarthen Upion, says (Appendix. A, 25)—

** Able-bodied men go off to the works in Glamorganshire, and leave the old men and Jads to do the work here.”

‘The Rev. D. Thomas, Rector of Pendine, speaking of female employment (Appendix B,, 60),:says--
“They arc not casily foundj they marry very young and off they go to Mertbyr.”t

$ Mr. W, Dhilipps, R. 0., Narberth: Union, says in a letter.addréssed to me—. -

 Three shillings per week is the sum always retained if the man has'his food with the farmer.
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16. In taking the food as worth 8d. a -day, T am therefore putting:it as worth 2d. 2 day more th:lm
the generality of farmors would allow for it, but I think I am justitied in doing so from the general
impression which prevails that the labourer who receives 6s. a week and his food is better off than the
man who receives 9s. on his own finding, and from the fact that large farmers who object to the system
of feeding their men find it necessary to offer 4s. a week, or 84. a day (for six working days), in lieu of
food. .

17. After all, 8d. a-day is one-third less than the labourers in any of the English counties which I Evidence as
have inspected would accept in exchange for food provided by their employers, and it becomes interesting o the nature
to see how the character of the food justifies its being valued at so small a sum. °£‘:I}.“‘If°°“

Mr. J. L. Phillips, Chairman of the Carmarthen Board of Guardiaus, thus describes the diet Em}:;of;[,f )
(Appendix A. 6) :— Vers.

« Breakfast—A broth (made of water, oatmeal, and potatoes) and a piece of bacon or roof-beef, or milk and
washbrew, or coffec and bread and butter. Dinner—The broth. Tea—Not usually given. Supper—The
broth.” *

Mr. Wm. Philipps, R. O., Narberth Union, thus described to me the food provided by farmers:—-

< Tor hreakfast—DBroth and potatoes. For dinner—NMilk-broth, or roof-beef, or bacon. For supper—2dlore
broth. Of course there is with each meal plenty of barley bread and cheese.” {

0.

Describing the food in harcest, Mr. J. Lloyd, R. O., Carmarthan Union, says (Appendix A. 25),—

¢ ‘The dinner in harvest is milk and flummery, with cheese and butter. At 6 or 7 o’clock they bave bacon,
poiatoes, and eabbage done in a pot, and rice pudding.”

Mr. Thomas Davidson, an occupier in Narberth Union, gives the following evidence on this subject
(Appendix B. 43 b) :— .

“ The board of labourers in some fatmhouses is broth for breakfast and dinner and supper, with bread
and cheese, adding a little bacon for dinner of what the broth has been made. The better farmers give tea,
bread, and butter for breakfast ; meat, vegetables, and bread for dinner ; and broth, with potatoes, hread, and
cheese for supper.”

Mr. Trotter, bailift to the Earl of Cawdor, speaking of the food of the labourers in the English
quarter (where wages are higher than in the greater pavt of the Welsh district), says (Appendix B.
30),—-—

“ Their food chiefly consists of barley meal (sometimes mixed with flour) made into bread. ‘They
generally have for breakfast cold tea and bread'; for dinner generally the same thing ; for supper bacon and
potatoes.” -

18. Such are deseriptions of the dietary which, at the consumers’ own estimate, 1 shall, in caleu- Causes of the
lating the value of wages, consider worth 8d. a day. It is cheaper than the dietary that would be cheapness of
accepted from an employer in almost any county in” England, from the large proportion of potatoes, %etary:
oat and barley meal, and cheap cheese that is used, as compared with wheaten flour and butchers’
meat.

19. It must not, however, be imagined that the ordinary labourer who feeds himself spends so
large a proportion of his wages on Ris own stomach. I was constantly told that the labourer was
better fed on the farmer’s finding than on his own; that when he received his food from the farmer
the labourer himself was better oTi', while his family suffered; ‘that, in fact; vindor this system too large
a share of the wages is consumed in feeding the bread-winner. i

20. Where cottages are not conveniently placed, the small farmer, who is content (as the small cuyom of
fatmer in these counties is) to feed his labourers as well as he does himself, finds it very convenieiit to giving fond to
provide food on working days for his men; but as farms are increased in size and fall into the hands of married ser-
mien who are not content to feed with their servants, the custom of providing food for married labourers Yams will pre-

P . I . . . bably . gradu-
}vhqll_u'se in their own cottages will gradually disappear, to the advantage, 1 think, of the labourers’ aﬁ}.{ﬁg{;p‘;ﬂ,'
amilies.

21. In cxamining the value of labourers’ earnings in different parts of my district [ shall take first the yyes of
.case of single men who are hired by the year and boarded and odged by the farmer. Such men when sinefe men
over 20 years of .age receive from 121 to 20/ in money. In the north of Pembrokeshire and west hired by the
of Carmarthenshire they rarely receive more than 120 or 13L whereas in the north and east of Yoo
Carmarthenshire they would command from 147 to 154, and some receive as wmuch as 20/, Taking

therefore the board and lodging to be worth 6s.. a week, the wages of this class vary (according to

Mr. J. L. Phillips, Chairman of the Carmarthen Board of Guardians, and an occupier in the Union, says (Appendix A. 6)—

“ Men's wages vary according to locality ; when near a town or In a coal, lime, of manuficturing district, wages va 3 5 <3 :
more rural p.fm they are 9:.qgwcek orh.y.'d:y and food." ' ! § dlstrict, wages vary from 5. to 186, & weeks fn the

Mr. W. J. Rowe, R, O, Narberth Union, says (Appendix A. 20)—
I’ the agricultiiral part of my district the wages of fabourers are Gs. and meat, or from 92, to 104, without meat.”
Mr. J. Thoraas, R. O., Carmarthen Union, says—
¢ Men who keep themselves don't average more than 9s.a week ; those that are fed by the farmer and! steep at home average 65, a week.””

* The broth, as Mr. Phillips zays, is nsually made of water, oatmenl, and potataes, oceasionally it is made with milk; when made L
with water and used for dinner or supper, a piece of bacon or dried (** roof”’) beef is hoiled in it. Description of

Washbrew or Flionmery (which is u very common article of consumption when Inbourers provide their own food) resembles very food used by
closely what the Scoteh call Sowens, and ‘is made of oatmeal and water, the mixture, after being allowed to sour, is strained fo Libourers in
vemove the husks and then hoiled till it thickens, when it looks like n cross between porridge and blanc-mange.  Washbrew is South Wales,
generally eaten before it is perfectly cold with skim or butter milk. ' i

Roof or dried beef is commonly the -dried flesh of 'n cow which has fuiled to be of service for dairy purposes, by no means
m;ohéagr;cnble food as a*giddy sheep sticked.in time” which, the Dorsetshire shepherd’s wife described to my colleague,
Mr. Stanhope. -

t The cheese is made from skimmed milk, nnd is worth from 2d. to 24d; per.1b. A greavdeal of this cheese is consumed by the
labourers of South Wales,

ot
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0. locality and capability) from 10s. 6d. to something over 18s 6d. a week. (Appendix A. 15, 25, 26 ;
B. 84, 35 a).
Wages of men QQ.TTth)xg now the large class of labourers (also hired by the year, though gencrally puid fortnightly,)
paid partly in  Who live in their own cottages and receive their food on working days from’ the farmer,—I found that the
money and wages of this class varied from 5s. a weck in the worst-paid district of Pembrokeshire, to 7s. 6d. a week
pardy in kinds  on some farms which I visited in Carmarthenshire. Over the larger part of both counties 6s. a week
and food is the ovdinary wage. JIrrespective therefore of other perquisites or allowances, which I shall take
into account afterwards, this class, putting the value of the food at 8d. a day, receive a wage worth from
9s. to 11s. 6d. a week,nccording to locality, and are in the same position as to other allowances as the
third class, who find their own food, and in the purely agricultural districts receive 9s. a week wages.
(Appendix A. 19, 20, 28, 24, 25, 26, 27; B. 48 a.)

23. Before assessing the value of the total earnings of these two classes, it will be neeessary to glance
at the allowances or perquisites whick the labourers comprising them usually obtain. In the case of
nearly all such farm servants their fuel (on an average 4 tons ot culm per annum) is led free of charge,
and a certain amount of potatoes (about I ewt.) are planted for them on the farmer’s land and at his
expense, save that for each load of dung supplied to the potato land the labourer or his wife must do a
zood day’s work in harvest. In addition to these allowances, which prevail almost universally where
the wage is 9s. a week, the labourer, if a good man, has a cottage and garden either rent-free or at a
very small rent; and in several cases [ found that the labourers were never charged above a certain
price for the cnrn they used, however high the market price might be. Mr. R. D. Jeukens, a large
occupier in St. Dogmell’s parish, for instance, never raises the price of barley supplied to his servants
above 4s. a Lushel.*

24, Taking the leadage of fuel as worth 26s. a year, and the potato land (allowing for the drawback
of service in harvest) as worth the same, and the rent-free cottage and garden as worth 52s. a year, the
earnings of ordinary men of the Srd class are raised to an average of 11s. a week for the year where
the money wage is 9s. a week and to 12s a week, where the money wage is 10s., as in the neighbour-
hood of Carmarthen. In the same way the earnings of the 2nd class are raised, where these allowances
are all given, as is commonly the case, unless others are substituted for them, to from 11s. to 13s. 6d.
a week on an average for the year.

I do not mean to say that a free cottage, leadage of fuel, and potato land are always given in the case
of men who receive Gs. or 7s. a week and their food, or 9s. or 10s. without food; but I say that they are
the most common allowances, and that where a farmer caunot give a free cottage he either increases
the wage in summer, or gives Sunday food or sume other allowance of about equal value.j

Wages paid 25. Wages paid entirtﬁy in money are very unusual except in the neighbourhood of towns where the

entizely m rate of wages is naturally higher than in the rural districts. In the east of Carmarthenshire I found
money very  Wages paid only in money to vary from 12s.to 15s.a week. In the neighbourhoud of Tenby and Pem-
unusual. broke farm labourers paid entirely in money receive 12s. a week as a rule, and 15s. for about three

months in summer. Quarrymen working by the piece in South Pembrokeshire expect to make at least
18s. a week.}
Table showing 26. The following table will give a very fair idea of the value of the earnings (including all ordinary
the average ~ @llowances) at the command of any able-bodied farm labourer in the respective districts:—

93";2::%;’:1 South Pembrokeshire - - 1ls. to 13s. per week.
e ersin North » - - - 10s to 125 »
different dis- West Carmarthenshire - - 10s.to 12
tricts. East s - - - 12s to 14s. »

In Narberth Union, which 1 took as a’ typical district, I think the value of the carnings of an

ordinary farm labourer are seldom worth less than an average of 11s a week, and seldomer perhaps
worth rlr;ore t'na&l 123, ; el oved in’ ture f | M

: 27. Boys under 13 years of age are very little employed in agriculture for wages in either county.

f;l llxlg;év ?:xegatm labour rct)l'xms (Appexjxvdix C., Table A.) show that, egcluding haytime and harvest, only one boy ul)ldex' 1{)

labour. years of age was employed during three-quarters of the year on 5,169 acres, included in 18 farms. On
the same acreage only three boys between 10 and 13 years of age are returned as employed permanentl{,
and the proportion of boys and lads under 18 as compared with adult males is as one to six. Asnearly
one half {2,432) of these 5,169 acres are arable, the returns probably show a larger proportion of
youthful as compared with adult labour than would be the case if the farms from which 1 reccived re-
turns had contained only the proportion of arable land prevalent in the counties. On the other hand,
as boys are said to be more employed by the small working farmers, my returns, which are from farms
averaging nearly 800 acres, might appear to lessen the proportion of youthful labour.

* Mr. R. D. Jenkens thus describes his manner of paying his labourers (Appendix B. 34)—

> 1 can speak of those in my own employment, T have some labourcrs who has ¢ 15, a day on their own finding cxcepting duning the harvest, when 1 pive
them atl thefr food in addition ; those men also have 35 a day when catting hay; they pay me 3l a year cach for their cottages, gardens, and & sufficient
quantity of 1and to keep a cow cach and sometimes rear a cali’ and to grow corn, but not sutticient comn to maintain their famitles, 1allow my teams and
men to cultivate their land for them, and to haul their fucl and manure free of expense for baulage. 1also pay rates and {ithes charged In respect of thelr
holdings.

“ Tg other labouters 1 give 8, a week on thelr own finding with food during harvest thae, and the same wages for cutting hay as the prier class referred
to; they live on my farm. 1 charge them 14, a year for a cottage and garden, but they have no Jand to keep a cow. 1 haul thelr fiiel free o :hnrﬁsg

 To 1 third class I give B2, 0 week from November to March, and 95, from March to November, with the sama regulations as to food during .harvest, and
also the same wage for cutting hay as the others; they do nat tive In 1y cottages, therefore pay rathier a higher reat than mine do. | allow my labourers to
plant potatoes on wy land, giving them six or clght cart loads of my farin manure for which they, or rather their wives, give me a day’s barveating fur each
cart load of manure, no other charge made for the load; the women have their feod when so harvesting.”

Fuel used by ‘The fuel in ordinary use amongst the labourers and small farmers in Pembrokeshire and Carmarthen is a mixture of the small
Jaboiirers. or dust of anthracite coal and clay made up when damp into what are termed * balls.”” A fire of balls burns slowly, with very little
smoke, but emits a certain amount of steam, which is unpleasant to the nostrils of a person unused’to it.  Abont-four tons of small
coal made up in this way will serve a labourer's family-for 12 months.

t Mr. I P, Goode, Jand agent, speaking of Slebech parish, in Narberth Union, says (Appendix B. 62a)—

 Wages irg. nearly uniform for ali ages, 95, & week, with cottage and garden rent free, their'coals driven for them, and sundry other privileges, worth In all

12s. per week.'
1 Mr. V. Rees, an occupier in Llangunnor parish (Carmarthen Union), says (Appendix B, 658)~
# Ordinary labourers I pay 125, a week, and In haytime 1 have to give 184." s
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28. The following evidence, while it confitms the impression which would be gained from the “labour
“ yeturns,” will show how little, as compared with southern English counties, boys under 18 are
employed in farm labour in South Wales. .

The Narberth Board of Guardians, in answer to a question of mine, said {see Appendix A. 12):—

“Children under 13 years of age are very little employed. . . . . . . All widows requiring relief are
allowed 1s. weekly for each ehild until it attains the age of 13, provided the child is kept at school.”

The Haverfordwest Guardians said (Appendix A. 13) :—

¢ Boys are not employed in this union under 12 years of age, except for short intervale. . . . Children
receiving parochial telief are allowed suchr relief, and payment for schooling, up to 14 years of age.”

The Carmarthen Board of Guavdians said (Appendix A, 14) :—
“Boys begin to be employed at about 12 years of age.”

In Carmarthen Union widows receive relief fov their children till they are 18.
The Board of Guardians for Llandovery Union said (Appendix A, 15) :—

“Except on hill farns, looking nfter cattle or sheep, boys ave not usnally employed in farm labour in this
union till they are 11 or 12 years of age.”

The ploughboy system is very little practised in either of the counties, and where it is, no boy under
12 years of age 1s expected to draggle through sticky land at the side of a horse.

It is scarcely necessary to quote the medical evidence as given by Messrs. T. G. Bush, J. Hughes,
and D. Lloyd, surgeons, to establish the soundness of the opinion of all witnesses whom 1 examined on
the subject, that there is nothing physically injurious to children. in the manner of their employment in
agriculture.®

29. Boys who are employed under 12 years of aga receive very little beyond their food ; I found, for
instance, one boy of 10 employed herding cattle in Begelly parish (in the English quarter) who had,
according to his father’s account, 1d. a day and his victuals. This boy could neither read nor write.t

After they have reached 12, or move commonly 13 years of age, boys generally seek and obtain a
yearly hiring, when they receive their board and lodging (such as 1 have deseribed for hired men), and
from 21 to Sl wages, some part of the wage frequently taking the shape of a pair of boots or old clothes.
By the time a boy arrives at 16 years of age, his wage would ordinarily have risen to about 6I.

30. Girls go out to service at about the same age as boys, .., from 12 to-18 years of age. On dairy
farms, besides the ordinary duties of domestic servauts, they are expected to help the dairy-maid and
look after cows, calves, and pigs. On arable farms they are also employed in setting potatoes, hoeing
turnips, and assisting in harvest work. They begin at about the same wage as boys, but I did not find
any instance of an efficient grown-up dairy-maid receiving a higher wage than 102 On one farm which
1 visited, where three dairy-maids were kept, theiv wages were respectively, 44, 7/, and 104

31. On almost all farms in South Wales there is a certain amount of dairy work, and the hours of
work of the female servants are long. They are thus described by Mr. J. L, Phillips, chairman of the
Carmarthen Board-of Guardians, and a considerable occupier of land (Appendix A. 6) :—

“Women get up at § nan. to milk, &e., and continue till bedtime (9 pam.) to serve in the general dutics
expected on a small farm.”

$2. On some arable farms girls of 18 or 14 years of age are employed during the turnip season at day
wages, receiving from 4d. to 6d. a du{. Their hours of work usually vary from cight to nine hours;
occasionally they are cxpeeted to work for 10 hours.

33. On dairy farms the field work of women is more or less confined to haytime, but on arable
farms they are employed in all kinds of work, except such as is connected with the management of
horses.

Mzr. J. L. Phillips, whom I have quoted above, says (Appendix A. 6):—

“ Women do all the work necessary on o fuim in common with the men, except ploughing, carting, spading,
and hard work gencrally considered too heavy and laborious for females,”

The Haverfordwest Boavd of Guardians say (Appendix A, 18) :—

# Adult women (chiefly married) are employed in ail kinds of farm work.”

The Carmarthen Board of Guardians say (Appendix A, 1.4) :—

*On arable farms women (usually married) aro employed in all light farm work ; but female employment is
more generally confined to harvest and haytime.”

The Board of Guardians for Llandovery Union (in which there is a smaller proportion of arable lund)
say (Appendix A. 15),—

“Women aro not much employed except in hay and corn harvest; they are much less employed than
formerly.”

* Mr. I\ G. Bush, surgeon and M. O., Navberth Union, says—

There 15 no taxing of the strength beyond the physleal capabllity of the ehild.*

Mr. John Hughes, surgeon, Carmarthen, says—

“ 1 do not believe that either boys or glrls aro overworhed.”

Mr, D. Lloyd, surgeon and M. O. of Carmarthen Union, says—

# ‘There Is nothing injurlous physically to the children of the agriculturat I Ing class In the manner of thelr employment,"

t Mr, J. Lloyd, R. O,, Carmarthen Union, says—

' Boys don’t get wages much before they are 12 or 13, they get theie food and some old clothes,” .

At the collicries w1 Svatu embrokeshire boys (and girls) of 10 or 11 can carn from 4d. to Gd. n day (Appendix B. 35b, 414,

41b),
. lndll‘:t; barking scason, in buth countivs, children from about 10 years of age assist their parents in piesc-work (Appendix A.
and 4),
24838, F
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42 EMPLOYMENT OF GHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

0. 84. The diminution in the employment of female labour in Llandovery Union is a probable con-
sequence-of..the rise in men’s wages, the rate of wages in that union being at least 1s, a week higher
than, for example, in Narberth Union.

Lebour returns 35, The Labour Returns (Table B., Appendix C.), which exclude extra hands only employed in
show the pro-  haytimg and harvest, will give a very corrcet idea of how fernale employment varies throughout the

ﬁ:’:ﬂ?g&‘:&d year, and what proportion of the adult female labourers are married.
uomarried As far as females over 18 years of age are concerned the returns stand thus:
women em- On 3,169 acres, about half of which are arable, there were employed during the 12 months

ployed,and  proceding the time at which the returns were made,—
how the em-

ployment
vazies throngh- { Women employed.
out the year. ‘ -
1 ]
| Maried. | Single | Total
. ! ‘ !
Spring - - - 39 l 3 0%
! t
Summer - - - 45 i 4 ' 9l
\ .
1
Autumn - - - 42 i 44 { 86
Winter - - ] s i 36 ‘ 69
H

The number of married and single women (including girls over 18 hired to do general farm work)
is about the same, and (exclusive of those who only assist m hay or harvest work) about 80 per cent. of
the women who do field work in summer follow the same oceupation in winter.

Wages of 36. For ordinary out-door work women usually reccive 84. a day, though in some parishes 1 found
female workers. 104 3 day given all through the summer. Where food is given the money payment is (}ropped to 4d. or
6d., according as the hours of work are 8 or 10. In haytime and barvest the 8d. becomes a shilling a
day, or food is given, making the wage worth about 1s. 2d. In some of the castern parishes women
carn as much as 1s. 6d. a day in harvest; 8d. a day is however the usual payment which a woman
receives for a day’s work of eight or nine hours, according to the custom of the farm or parish. Where
unmarried women work men’s hours, f.c., 10 hours a day, they commonly receive 6¢. a day and their

food.®
Farnings of 87. As the wages women earn in harvest, except in the value of the food given, are very little higher
married than at ordinary times, and as a married woman has to give about a week’s work to repay the potato

women. manure allowed by the farmer, she can hardly be expected, say in Narberth Union, to bring to the

family purse more than the produce of about 200 days in the year at 84. a day, or 6/. 13« 4d. for the
12 months.
Earnings of a 38. As an'example of how diflicult it is to estimate what a labourer can or cannot do for his family,
labourer and  gimply from knowing how much mouey he carns, take the case of a labourer and his wife in Narberth
gl:r;;;ﬁ,:" Union as compared with a similar couple in Wantage Union, in Berks, where the day-work wage for
Union, and the Women is the same as in Narberth,
use they make  The Berkshire woman by extra harvest wages could, working the same number of days, cam at
of g‘f‘;‘ Fwi Jeast 14 more in the year than the Welsh, while her husband would earn an average of 25, a week more
e for the year, and yet the Welsh woman and her husband would not only show you a much better
labourer and  furnished house but would be and are perfectly willing to do without the assistance of their children for
his wife. two years longer than the Berkshire couple would be willing. It can hardly be said in this case that
the better management is the result of better education. As compared with the Berkshire labourer
the Welshman is thrifty and sober ; his thrift induces him to live on cheaper and coarser food, and his
sobriety is a savings' bank ; but I take it that both thrift and sobriety are aided by the way in which his
wages are paid. . . i i )
Complaints of 39, I heard no complaint, as far as I remember, against field labour proper as leading to immorality
immorality  amongst young women, but I was constantly hearing very serious complaints against the manner in
‘l‘,'l';g('l'gs‘c‘r:‘q‘ﬁts which the young hired female servants are permitted to conduct themselves. I think it will be as well
" to allow one or two of the most important witnesses to speak for themselves on this subject.

Speaking of the girls who go out to service at farmhouses, Mr. ‘I' T. Mousley, agent to the Earl
of Cawdor, says (Appendix A, 1),—

«“Jt is too much the rule on the part of employers, Tam sorry to say, to pay but little attention to the
moral condition of these scrvant girls; they lose th.eir characters to a deplorable extent, and becomo mothers
at a very early age.”

The Ven. the Archdeacon of St. David’s (Appendix A. 2) says :—

¢ Bastardy is common, unchastity, in the youth of both sexes, the rule rather than the exception. This ia
greatly owing to the conditions under which the farm lads and servant girls ave hired (at fairs without o
character very commonly), and to the excessive liberty allowed them when in serviee.”

* Mr. J. T.. Phillips, Chairman of the Carmarthen Board of Guardians, says (Appendix A, 6)—
»* Wormen carn Gd., 84., and 0d. a day, working from 8 a.m. il 6 p.m. In harvest thicy make 10d,, 11, and 1s. 2d. a day."*
Mr. J. Thomas, R, 0., Carmarthen Union, says (Appendix A. 27)—
“ Wamen working 10 hours a day commonly get 64. a day and thelr fovd.”

Mr. R. D. Jenkens, lundowner and occupier in Cardigan Union, says (A ppendix B. 34)—

* 1 pay girls and women 84, a day on their own finding, excepting during harveit, when 1 give them tholr food."

Mr. V. Rees, occupier in Carmarthen Union, says (Appendix B. 652)—

« [ umploy as mam¥l women as § can get, singling turnips and Apreadin;s'manuw, &c. -1 pay women 8d. in winter and 104, tn summer, and 1 give 168 ana
beer in long days. ‘They begin work at 8% a.m., and'work till 6 p.m., with an hour's intcrvat.*
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The Rev. Wm. Oweu, Baptist minister, aftor speaking of the evils arisiag from the want of 0.
accommodation in cottages, says (Appendix A, 8):—
“ Hence with the custom of farmers domiciling the male servants in out-houses, barns, and huy-lofls, &ec.,
entirely removed from the control of the master, from whenee they prowl about iu the night, about neighbours’
houses, secking and obtaining intercourse with the givls through the night, arise the many cases of bustavdy
which we hear of in the county.”

Mr. Wi, Philipps, Relieving Ofiicer, Narberth Union, says (Appendix A. 20) :—

“"Ihie rate of bastardy is, I believe, on the decrease ; the causo of its being at the present rate is the great
leviyy sllowed to farm servants in spending nights fogether courting, not always from love ov affection, hut
usually from an old’ custom of the country.”

In a letter addressed by Sir James J. Hamilton, Bart,, and Mr. W, R. H. Powell, landowners, “to the
¢ frecholders and tenant farmers of the county of Carmarthen,” after wrging upon farmers to adopt a
system of characters for their hired sorvants, male and female, these gentlemen say :—

“The attempt, however, o ameliorate the condition of our farm servants would be altogether hopeless did
not you, frecholders and tenant farmers, adopt such neasures in. your respective households as may tend to
restrain among the young people in your employ those habits of free and irregular intercowrse to which, at
present, much unnecessnry license is given iu farmhouses.”

What Mr. Philipps calls “an old custom of the country * will probably linger long before it dis-
appears or takes some more decent shape; but I think there are signs that the ¢freeliolders and
“ tenant farmers ” of the counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen are beginning to exercise more control
over the conduct of their hired servants.

Scuoors axp Scroorn ATTENDANCE.

40. Table C. (Appendix C.) shows the number of children under 18 years of age on the registers, as School returns
well as in average attendance at 29 out of the 34 schools in existenee in Narberth Union at the time from Narberth
of my visit, and gives the names of those parishes {16 in number) in which no school is provided. 1 Ubiom
hoped to have been able to present a complete return of the school attendance in the union, but after
waiting a considerable time I have failed to obtain a return in five cases.*

Excluding from Table C. Crunwere, Llandissilio, Llanfalteg, Llangan, Monachlogddu, and Newmoat
parishes, from which I have either received no return or an incomplete one, the attendance account
stands thus :—that in an area of 101,897 acres containing 18,300 ‘inhabitants, there are i agerage
attendance at some clementary school :—

In summer - - - - 456 boys under 10.
298 ,, between 10 and 13.
420 girls under 10.
222 ,, between 10 and 13.

Total children under 18 - 1,396

—

In winter - - - - 445 boys under 10.
333 ,, between 10 and 13.
3879 girls under 10.
277 , between 10 and 13.

Total children under 18 - 1,434

—

And that there are on the register of the same schools :—

In summer - - - 2,116 children under 18.
In winter - - - 2,109 children under 13.}

As there has been no attempt to separate the children of the agricultural labouring class from
those of other classes in making the school returns from Narberth Union, the returns may be fairly
taken to include 85 pev cent. of all the children in the union under 13 years of age who are receiving
education ; they include, in fact, the children .of the labourer and ordinary farmer, as well as those
of the townspeople or villagers of a corresponding rank in life.

41, It would appear, therefore, that there is oone child under 13 years of age on the register of some Proportion of
clementary school for every seven and one-third persons, and one i average attendance for every children attend-
11 porsons, taking the mean between the summer and winter attendance. ing schools.

42, The following table will show how this attendance compares with that in Woburn Union in

* These five schools are—a small preparatory school at Crunwere, a Baptist school at Llandissilio, and the schools in Llanfalteg,
Monuchlogddu, and Newmoat parishes.

t ‘Co any one who knows the union, and examises the returns in Table C.,.it will be apparent that the above statement fairly
represents the school attendance of children under 13 {cars of age. By excluding Crunwere and Llangan, the proportion of attend-
ance to population gains = little, as the bulk of the childven in’ these two parishes attend schools, such as Llanboidy, Amroth, and
‘Tavernspite, for which the returns are given; on the other hand, the proportion loses about as much by exeluding Monachlogddu
and Newmoat ; to exclude Liandissilio and Llanfalteg docs not-uffect the proportion, Again, a few out-union children are brought
into the return by tho British school in Lianboidy and the National school in Slebech parish, while, on the other band, there isa
corresponding loss from one or two other parishes on the border of the union.

Fe
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Bedfurdshire, Woodstock Union in Oxfordshire, and Wantage Union in Berks, in which 1 dealt with
school returns in the same manneor i—

Prororriox of Children under 18 to Population.

$ On the Register of {Inaverage Attendanee.

] — some Elementary | at some Elementary |

| School. School. ‘
| T

’ Woburn Union, Beds - - -t 1in 8} lin 11

1 'Woodstock Union, Oxon - - - ’ lin7 lin 9

l Wantage Union, Berks - - - I 1in 7% lin 9

i Narberth Union, South Wales - - | 1in 7} lin 11

While, therefore, taking all the children under 18, the proportion of such children on the register
of some school in Narberth Union exceeds that in Woburn Union, (where straw-plaiting enters as a
disturbing cause much more than agricultural labour), and is equal to the average of the more
Rmrely agricultural unions of Woodstock and Wantage, the average attendance falls to the Ievel of

Voburn Union, and shows that there is 2 much greater degree of irregularity in atiendance on the
part of the children in Narberth than in any of the unions with which I have compared it.

43. The cause of this irregularity, which is the dificulty most complained of by school managers
in South Wales, will be, to a certain extent, explained by examining the proportion of children under
10 years of age, as compared with those between 10 and 13. In Bedfordshire I found that there were
four and a half times as many children under 10 as of children between 10 and 13 at school; in Bucks
there were six times as many; in Oxfordshire and Berks about four times many; in llerts (where the
proportion of girls to boys, in the case of children over 10, is very large) two and a half times as many ;
in Narberth Union (which fairly represents the two counties I am dealing with) the children under 10
only outnumber those between 10 and 13 by one half. 1f we take the case of boys alone, the difference
is still more striking. In the five English counties the boys under 10 are to those over 10 as nearly
six to one; in Narberth Union they exceed them by less than one half. Some part therefore of the
irregularity complained of is duc to the fact, that the average age of children attending elementary
schools in South Wales is much greater than in the South Midland district in England, and extends
to a time when the English children would have altogether left school, whereas the Welsh keep up an
attendance rendered irregular by occasional farm work.

44. To continue the analysis of these returns, The attendance of both boys and girls under 10 falls
off in winter, as might be expected from the state of roads and weather and the distance some of the
children have to go to school ; on the-other hand, the attendance of both sexes when over 10 years of
age increases in winter, the boys’ by about 10, and the girls’ by about 20 per cent., showing that a certain
number of children between 10 and 13 years of age are free to attend school in winter, though pre-
vented by other occupations from doing so in summer. That the winter increase for such girls con-
siderably exceeds that of boys, shows that the services of girls between 10 and 13 are more in demand
than those of boys of the same age; in point of fact, besides doing all the outside jobs which a boy of
11 or 12 can do, a girl of the same age is more handy to leave at home to look after the house and
baby, while the mother is out at summer field work, and her education suffers accordingly.

45. That the Narberth Union school returns compare unfavourably with the English returns 1 have
quoted for children under 10 seems to me to arise in some measure from the cause 1 pointed out when
speaking of the school attendance in Derbyshire, viz. that as the school life goes on longer, there is not
the same pressure for regular attendance when young.

46. There is, however, another cause affecting injuriously the attendance of young children, which
is, the distance many of them have to walk, owing as much to a bad distribution as to an absolute want
of schools. -

As far as this difficulty arises from a want of schools, the chief defaulting parishes in Narberth
Union are :—

Cyflic, with a population of 468, and area of 4,550 acres.
Ijanyccfn ” ” 416 » 2,684
Llanglydwen , o 286 » 1,834
Llangolman » 282 » 2,912 ,
Pendine , 204 » 900

. . t 3! . . 3
The other 11 parishes which are without schools have populations varying from 191 to 40, and areas
varying from 1,957 to 352 acres,

47. As to the supply and distribution of schools, the Rev. William Owen, Baptist minister of
Narberth, speaking of North Pembrokeshire, which he knows well, says (Appendix A. 8):—

“Tn many localities schools are very far from the children, two, three, or four miles perhaps. ‘The schools
are generally located near some church or chapel, without any regard to the distance of one school from
another.  According to the present system of Government aid, the most active of the religious bodies will get
up o school in connexion (loeally so0) with their place of worship, which will be partly supported by Govern-
ment aid, and we not unfrequently find three or four such schools within u radius of as many miles, while one
or two would meet the requirements of the district if properly located.”

“If n general educational system were adopted by Government, regard should be had to distance and
population.”

48. Of the schools deseribed in Table C. (Appendix C.) 17 are national, parochial, or endowed, and
are managed by clergymen and landowners who are Churchmen, and 12 are British or private Rapuist
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schools, and are managed by Dissenters, the greater part of whom ave Baptists, the latter schools O.
receiving very little aid from Churchmen.

In some parishes, as for example, Cilmacnllwyd and Henllan-Amgaed, the educational field has
been left entirely to the Dissenters; in others, such as Jeffreston, Maenclochog, Martletwy, and
Slebech, it remains in the hands of Chuwrchmen; in others, such as Amvoth and Liandissilio, Church
and Dissenting schools, all of them more or less poverty-stricken, keep up an unnecessary contest,

In large pavishes, such as Llanboidy and Narberth, the fact that there are both Church and
Dissenting sehools I think tells favourably on education, though the National school in Llanboidy (the
best school of any deseription whiel I visited in either Pembrokeshire or Carmarthen) is some five
miles from the British sehool at Whitland in the same parish, and under the management of its
chief supporter, Mr. Powell of Macsgwynne, provides an excellent cducation for children of all
denominations.*

49. In the well worked ” parish of Lampeter Velfrey I saw no evil arising from the competition of The religious
Church and Dissenting schools, but in others, such as Amroth and Llandissilio, the religious difficulty difficulty.
appears to me to be working unmixed evil, by keeping alive two poverty-stricken schools, where one
well supported would do much better work than both. 1 have no doubt aiso that the religious ditliculty
has had a good deal to do with the total absence of schools in some of the parishes I have before referred
to. ‘There is, however, another difficulty which education has to contend with in Narberth Thion as
compared with the districts in England which I have visited under yow orders, and that is the little
interest (with some notable exceptions) taken in the schools by those classes to whom elsewhere they
owe their chief success.

50, Through the kindness of the Ven. Archdeacon Clark I obtained an account of the income and Edueational
expenditure of several schools in the A_rchdegxc_om')_' of St. David’s. As far as these refer to Narberth difficulty
Union, you will find a statement of their position in my notes on_schools in Appendix C., as well as a 20508 from
similar statement for other schools from information given by teachers and managers. :

As examples of what I mean by poverty-stricken, 1 would draw your attention to my notes on the
schools in Amroth, Begelly, Llandissilio, Llangan, Ludchureh, Martletwy, and St. Issells purishes (see
Nos. 71, 72, 78, 78, 79, 83, 84, 86, and §89). Men can no doubt live cheaper in South Wales than in the
greater part of Bngland, but living must he cheap indeed if you can expeet to obtain the teaching
power of an important parish at a salary, all told, of 10s. or 11s. a week. The total income of the
Anroth National School was, for 1868—

£ & d

Endowment - - - 15 00
Subseriptions - - - 8 4 6
School pence - - - 589
Total - £25 18 S

The master’s salary amounts to 217, with a coftage and small garden rent-free. In the same
pavish the teacher of the Baptist sehool receives only the childrei’s pence, which last year amounted
to 112 14s. This pavish covers an area of 2,878 acres, and has $x9 mhabitants, besides aiding in the
education of Crunwere and St. Issells.

St. Issells” National School has about 150 children on the books, who are about equally divided
between a master and misiress (in no way connceted with cach other). The master receives 26/, and
the mistress 12/ a year. The income of the school for 1868 was—

£ s d

Subscriptions - - - 10 6 0
End\ wment - - - 15 0 0
School pence - - - 16 8 0
Total - - ~E£41 14 0

The income of the Ludchurch (population, 264 ; acreage, 1,607) school amounted, according to
the Archdeacon’s veturn, to 9/. 1ls, including subscriptions and school pence ; of this the master
received 94

51. The master’s salary, however, is only ong, though the most important, of the signs of poverty. Sehool-houses.
1 confess 1 would like to see the face of a certificated English master of the usual stamp, it he was
sent to exercise his talents in such buildings as the pnrochi:ﬁ schools of Begelly or Llandissilio.

52, No wonder then that the Rev. W. D, Phillips, one of the Diocesan Inspectors of the district, says,
in a letter addressed to me (sce Appendix B. 35a),—

“ In the 12 schools which come under my notice, I should pronounce four efficient, and doing really good
work., The remander certainly are the means of diffusing knowledge, but not to the extent or of the accnracy
which is desirable. ‘I'he causes are not far to seck, but to deseribe them would need not a letter, but a vepore
of a somewhat claborate character.”

§3. 1{ there is to be any speedy remedy of such a state of things I cannot help thinking that an Edueational
educational rate must form an important feature in it. vate.

1 have considered the adoption of a rating prineiple as it would apply to Narberth Union pretty
closely, and the conclusion I have come to I3 this: that to work such a system cheaply, as well as
efficiently, the first step would be to declare the Union an educational distriet, for the purpose of
levying a district rate.  As soon as this was done it would be the duty of an inspector, cither appointed

* The following is a_copy of the School Inspector’s Report on Llanboidy National School, dated 8th May 1869 :—* The order  Tlanboidy na-
¢ in this school is excellent, the eficiency: very superior, s regards management and instruction this is quite a model school.”” (jonal school.
I am afraid there are not very many schools in the counties of Carmarthen and Pesabrohe of which an inspector could report os
favourably (sce Appendix C. 82). The number of children on the register of this school at the time of wy visit was 190, of whom
about 35 were over 13 years of age.—G. C.

F3
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by the local authority (whuse constitution would depend on the incidence of the rate) or by tho
Government, to survey the district, and determine the position, number, and character of the schools
necessary to meet its educativnal wants, utilizing existing schools as far as possiblo (the promoters
being compensated out of the distriet fund). Al endowments for the promotion of elementary education
I would carry to the credit of the common fund, applying them in reduction of the rate.

All such schools should, I think, receive a Government grant, in no case exceeding one-third of
tho expenses of the school, the remaining two-thirds being divided as nearly as possible between the
school pence and rate. In some districts the parents would be perfectly willing to pay such a ci - iri-
bution as would amount to one-third of the expenses of the schools; in fact they now do so. In
others, where low wages prevent them from doing so, the local rate, and not the State grant, should be
increased.

An important use of a local authority would be to deal with tho case of those children whose
parents are altogether unable to contribute to their children’s education, the contribution in such cases,
as well as that of orphan children, being thrown upon the district rate.

If (as I hope may some day be the case) all vates were paid in equal shares by owners and
occupiers, it would be a very simple beginning to such a scheme to declare Unions Educational
Districts, and constitute a committee of the guardians, consisting of an equal number of owners and
occupiers, the local authority.

I have dwelt somewhat longer on this subject than may perbaps seem necessary, because I am
convineed that the first, if not the only thing required to promote c¢ducation in the counties of Car-
marthen and Pembroke is to establish eflicient schools, and the cheapest as well as the speediest way of
doing this would be by creating educational districts, and levying a district rate.

54. The desire to educate their children is rapidly spreading amongst the labouring class in these
two counties, and the extent to which youthful labour is employed in agriculture interferes s little with
school attendance that I perfectly agree with the opinion expressed by almost every witness I oxamined
on the subject, that no restriction as to the age at which children should be permitted to be employed in farm
labour is required, either to promote their education or to protect them from physical injury arising from
the nature of their employment.

It any legislative interference is uneeded, which I think is not the case, it should be either in the
form of a direct compulsion on the parents to send their children to school, or of an educational
certificate rencwable yearly till the children reach 12 years of age.®

The following resolution of the Board of Guardians for Narberth Union is, 1 think, very much to
the point :—

¢ That there is no aced of restricting the labour of children employed in agriculture in this Union, inasmuch
as children under 13 years of age ave very little employed.  Any pressure necessary for the sake of education
should be put directly on the parents, amungst whom, however, there is a growing appreciation of the benefit
of edueating their children.” §

* The following are the opinionus on this subject of some of those witnesses who are most Interested in the cause of education :—
The Ven. the Archdeacon of St. David’s says (Appendix A. 2)—

** No restriction as to age iz required, there is no reason why boys should not attend school during the greater patt of the year, If their parents would send
thewe oo .so. .. Theschool d ¥ hout the archd y is generally good, where thete are schools conveniently near,”

The Rev. W, Owen, Baptist Minister (Appendix A. 3), asks only for-~

“ A more equally d means of education, frec and fan,

Mr. . Bishop, Clerk of the Peace for the county of Carmarthen, says (Appendix A, 4)—

.+ . 3 hmit, unless education be compuliory, would be injurious.  In most parts of the county, except in remote localities, there arc either National or
British schools within reach, and the labouring classcs are not indisposed to take advantage of them; still when the children are abic to undertake cnploytnent
ang can outain it, the parents will not Jose the chance for the sake of schooling.'

Mr. 3, L. Phillips, Chairman of the Carmarthen Bourd of Guardians, says (Appendix A, 6)—

* Generally advantage is taken of the means of Instruction. Where theee or four children of the same poor parents go to school, sometumes %1, or 34,
head Is felt a’heavy charge on small wages.  No shocs or clothes fit to go to school in is often the cxcuse to keep chifdren at home.”

My, W. D. H. Campbell Davys, Chairman of the Liandovery Board of Guardians, says (Appendix B, 69)—

++1 think it 1s Ly no means desirable to Interfere as both the children and their pavents are guite alive to the knportance of attending school,”

The Rev. R. B, Jones, Vicar of Cilmaenllwyd, says (Appendix B, 37)—

* A good school would Inevitably secure a good attendance,” .

The Rev. R. Lewis, Rector of Lampeter-Velfrey, and Rural Dean, in whose parish every encouragement is given to parents to
send their children to school, says (Appendix 1. 43)—

* ‘I'he parents geacrally allow the children to do as they like, they are th o8 Indiffi about alducati Where there is a popilar master the children
Tike golng to school and have their own way,  Early labour Is niot in my opinion a preventing cause.”

Mr. W. R. I Powell, of Maesgwynne (Appendix B, 44), speaking of Linnboidy National School, says—

# A gowd sttendance, drawn from a radius of ﬁuue three miles, mnay be cited as proof that the means of cducation are generally taken advantage of, but the
benetits of education In to)> many cases arc prized oo 1 'Iul{ to weigh against a emall pecuniary corslderation to be derived from child labour. 'I'he parents
n{c moit_anxlous that thelr children should Iearn nglish, and have requested ‘that the school childsen should Le made to speak English during
play hours,”

The Rev. ‘I'. Walters, Viear of Maenclohog, says (Appendix B, 55)—

;'Thc sckiool-house is a wretched one, which prevents us gewing any Government ald.  The children take advantage of it, and it s crowded in
winter."”

On the other hand, the Rev, John Phelps, Vicar of Carew (in the Eoglish quarter), says (Appendix B, 20)—

« All the children may attend school by paying 1d. weekly, but pazents keep their children from school and offer any trivial excuse for dolng s0."

The Rev. J. D, Palmour, Vicar of Jeffreston, also in the English quarter, speaks in the same unfavourable terms of the conduct
of the parents,

The Rev, W. D. Phillips, Recter of Amroth (also in the English quarter) and diocesan inspector, says (Appendix B., 35)—

“The hildren s i lar; the parents desire thele children to be educated, but scein carcless as to the amount, and lgnorant that it can be
obtalned only by diligence and rcguhrfly of attengance ; the inditference of parents 1s the great obstacle to education,”

t The Haverfordwest Guardians say (Appendix A, 18)—

y "lBDI' are not employed In this uulon uuder 12 years of age, except for short intervals; anv child up to 12 years of age might sttend school for eight months
n the year."”

The Carmarthen Guardians say (Appendix A, 14)—
* It is not desirable that children shouidl be cmployed under 12 years of age, Lut no leglslative restriction Js necessary in this unfon,”

And again—
« Tho parents generally take advantage of the schools, where, as is usually the case, there 14 no difficulty on the score of religious teaching.”

The Llandovery Guardians say (Appendix A, 15)~—
#‘There §s no parhh in the vnlon without a school ; all who can (and most parents can) send their children to school.’

3 be
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1t is this evidently ¢ growing appreciation” of the value of education which inclines me to think that / 0,
nothing more is needed than to establish eflicient schocls,

55. If, however, my report had reference only or chiefly to the English quarter of the counties Fayeation in
(* Little-England-beyond-Wales ™), 1 fear that 1 could not have spoken so hopefully. In that distriet, English and
at least in some parts of it, there is more temptation to keep children from school, as, for instance, in Welsh dtncts
the colliery district, where boys and girls, after they reach 10 years of age, can carn from 4d. 10 6d. a Hrooe™
day separating culm (the dust or small of anthracite coal) from earth at the pit mouths (Appendix B.35 b.,
41a and 41b). There is also a larger proportion of arable land in that district, and therefore a greater
demand for youthful labour. WWhatever the eause may be, 1 saw much stronger evidence of a desire to
educate their children amongst the Welsh proper than amongst the inhabitants of the English quarter.

56. The very fact which for a long time kept the Welsh, educationally, in outer darkness (for Couseof the
this desire to ecducate their children is apparently of very recent birth) is now aiding the cause of :l“fs:::j,“lm,,t
cducation. They could not speak Enghsg, and the loss they sustained by their inability was never e welsh
brought home to them till railways put the prizes of the outer world, as it were, before their eyes. labourers to
Then indeed the Welshman, anxious to secure some of these prizes for his children, saw that the first c;l!;fl““‘ their
step must be to teach them the language of tho prizeholders, and to do this he must send them to ™"
school. It is with the Welsh as with the Scotch, a desire to get their children out in the world, “to
“ better thewselves,” that induces the parents to send their children to school, and a fecling of this
kind once aroused needs no governmental pressure to aid it.

As an example of the spirit that is abroad, Mr. W. R. H. Powell, in his evidence (Appendix B, 14),
speaking of Llanboidy National School, says,—

% The parents are most anxious that their children should learn English, and have requested that the
children should be made to speak English during play hours.”

Again, the account of his prospects given to me by a boy who drove me one day {from Narberth
Road Station will serve as a typieal instance of the cause of the inereased desire for education.  After
telling me that he was nearly 1% years old, that he could neither read nor write, and that the neavest
schoolmaster was “good for nothing to teach anybody anything,” the said schoolmaster having failed to
teach him reading and writing in a month, he said,—

“ My father’s going fo send me to school at Haverfordwest, and if I can get to bo a scholar my brother says
he can get me a place in London on the Great Western Railway.”

South Wales was, a very short time ago, and probably is now, one of the worst educated districts
in the United Kingdom; but all this will soon be changed. The thrifty and independent Welshman,
who cares very little for parish boundaries, has found out that education moans higher wages, and so he
makes haste to educate himself.

CoTTAGES.

57. A general description of the cottage accommodation in 35 parishes (25 of which are in Narberth General de-
Union), as given by very competent witnesses, will be found in Appendix B.; and the following is, I BonipLen of X
think, a fair sammary of this evidence. Sornas ucom

The cottages are described as bad, or poor, or not good in 24 parishes ; in 10 parishes they are said
to be fair, or tolerably good, or improcing ; in one panish they are described as good. ‘

58. It will be wef(, 1 think, to preface any remarks which I have to make on this subject by quoting Lxamples of

J . . del
a few examples of evidence applicable to areas larger than parishes. Stato of col-

Mr. T. T. Mousley, agent to the Earl of Cawdor (Appendix A.1) says:— tages,

“ The state of cottages throughout the country (Pembrokeshire and Carmarthen) is most disgraceful, and
the loss to the agricultural interest of tho best labour may thus bo accounted for. Cottages are too frequently
built without any regard to the health, comfort, morality, or convenience of the occupants; generally badly
ventilated and ag badly lighted, damp and unhealthy floors and walls, the former often of earth; frequently,
especinlly in Pembrokeshire, with two rooms on the ground floor and no upper rooms: overcrowding is the
universal consequence and gross immorality the result.  Privies are very unusual, and oftencr than not the
piggery is attached to the dwelling. No attention is puid to sewerage, which is constautly to be scen stagnant
at the cottage door.”

The Rev. Archdeacon Clark (Appendix A. 2) says:—

“ Tho cotlages generally throughout the county are not good ; small, ill-ventilated, with plaster or flagged
floors, and with only two rooms on the ground floor, the upper rooms (if any) heing dark lofts or atties under
the roof not fit for occupation. They are generally too small for even a small family, and therefore overcrowded,
and the usual results to morality havo followed. . . . Few cottages have decent privies.”

The Rev. William Owen, Baptist minister of Narberth, speaking of the county of Pembroke, says
(Appendix A, 3):—

“ The stato of labourers’ cottages generally is very bad ; badly constructed ; one floor, and one room on that
floor, partly divided by some articlo of furniture; damp walls; earth floors; smoky chimnies; a small
window or two, often no more than a square foot, and never opened; no out-offices, or any accommodation
whatever.” :

The Board of Guardians for Haverfordwest Union gave me tho following answer to my inquiry on
this subject (Appendix A.18):—

** The condition of cottages is generally bad,”

The Carmarthen Board-of Guardians answered (Appendix A, 14) :—

“ The cottages in the Union are as a rule bad,”

The Guardians {or Llandovery Union answered more cheerfully (Appendix A, 15):—
“ Cottages havoe heen greatly improved of late years; the old cottages and old farm houses are deficient in
accommodution, but they aro fnst disappearing,

I did not ask the Narberth Union guardians to describe the state of cottages in their Union as
1 satisfied myself on the subject by a personal examinarion, and 1 think the Board will allow me to
answer for them, that the condition of labourers’ dwellings in Narberth Union is generally bad.
T4
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0. 59, The ordinary form of cottage in South Wales is a rectangular building about 20 feet by 12 (inside
Descripuon of  Incasurement), with walls of mud elay aid straw mixed) or stone about 8 feet high. The mud cottage
the ordury  is aimust always covered with straw thatel, while the stone cottage is now more usually slated. In
cottage in the b i (Jdle of the front wall is the door with a small window on each side. Running back from each
;&;rgzmmcxs side of the door for G or 8 feet, and about as high as the door, are partitions, often formed by the back of
Wales. a-box Led or chest of drawers, by means of which partitions the inside space is divided into two small

100ms, in un of which is a wide fireplace surmounted by a conical chimney. The whole intorior 1s open
to thu roof, except where boards or wattled hurdles are stuck across the heads of the walls to support
childrens’ beds. "T'he floor is usually of mud or puddied clay. The only outside offico is the pigsty,
generally built against the end of the cottage.

Such is a description of probably four-fifths of the labourers’ cottages in the districts I visited. There
are worse, and there are a few better, though where it is said, as it several times is, in the evidence, that
the cottage accommodation is improving, or that the old mud cottages are gradually disappearing, the
improiement wmore frequently arises from the total disappearance of old cottages than from the fact that
they have been replaced by better ones. -

Dimination in 60. Nothing struck me more in Narberth Union than the number of ruined cottages unrepresented

the number of by any modern substitute. Between the adjoining small parishes of Minwere and Newton there are, 1

coteages. think, at least 10 remains of what within the last 30 years were cottages, and 1 am not aware that any
one of these has been replaced.®

It way be, as a general rule, that, as the agricultural population has decreased from other causes,
landowners have allofved their poorest cottages to remain untenanted and fall into decay ; but this can
scavcely be pleaded in favour of the parishes 1 have just alluded te, as, from the evidence of Mr.
Theophilus Llewellyn, an occupier of 280 acres in Minwere parish, there is a decided scarcity of
labour, arising from the fact that so many cottages have been pulled down or allowed to become
uninhabitable.

Mr. Llewellyn says (Appendix B. 57):—

¢1 would have more land in tillage if I could get labuui couscuiently. Ican only get a labourer eccasionally,
when I pay him, in winter 1s. 3d. o day and his food, and in summer 2s. a day and foud. ‘There is only
one cottage on my farm; there were a good many at one time, but they were pulled down or allowed to
fall down.”

Again, Mr. W. H. Shield, a landowner and occupier in Lampeter Velfrey parish, in Narberth Union,
says (Appendix B. 48a) :—
% The cottages have been allowed to become ruins thronghout the whole district, so much so that were

farmars with capital to be desirots of cultivating the land there are no cottages for them without rebuilding,
and that to a considerable extent.”

Fecling in the  G1. "There is, morcover, a stroug fecling in the district that the want of decent dwellings is driving
district that the ayay the rural population to an extent that injuriously affects the agricultural interest.
want of decent . . bt . . N .
dweltings 15 At a meeting of the United Counties (Cardigan, Pembroke, and Carmarthen) Chamber of Agri-
droiogaway  culture, held on the Tth of July last, a paper un “The necessity for house accommodation for the
the agricul- = ¢ agiicultural population ™ was read by Mr. J. L. G, I Lewig, of Henllan, a landowner and magistrate
:;‘o"::l popula- of Pembrokeshire. In the earlier part of this paper Mr. Lowis says :—

o you who ate acyuaintad with the dwcllings of the labvurers and small faumers of these three Western

countics, the mall two-roumed colttage, with its mud floor, having hardly any light, and badly ventilated, it is
unneces=ary for me to show that an improvement of their habitations is required.”

And after describing the means by which in his opinion labourers’ cottages might be improved,
Mr. Lewis ends thus :—

“Let us then erdeavour to devise the menns of retnining our agricultural population amongst us, let
us endeavonr to supply them with the accommodation without which I am satisfied they will leave us,”

On the other hand, except in close parishes where cottages have been pulled down to savo poor’s
rate, the evidence I received shows that the counties are fairly supplied with cottages as far as number
is concerned ; and auny pressure, cither from above or below, which might tend to improve their quality,
wonld at the same time, now that union rating is established, tend towards a better ('lisu'il)ution.

Cottages in 62, Although the proportion of good cottages in the counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen is smaller
{:ﬁ'r‘]‘,‘:;‘r’ﬁfc::““ than in any Ynglish county which I have inspected, T was more seldom shocked by the feeling that T
compurea with W8S examining a building totally unfit for human habitation, than, as for instance, in the counties of
those in Beds  Bedford and Buckingham.

and Bucks. 63. ow far this feeling was affected by the fact that I stood on the mud floors, and within the mud

Domestic. walls during a very dry summor, or by the fact that the women of South Wales are much better house-
]“{‘,‘e’;;]s' ‘::1:]'“’ wives than the women of the South Midland counties of England, 1 do not know; but I wish to testify
Southern in favour of the Welsh labowrers’ wives, that, except in the north of England and in Scotland, I never saw
English, such a general endeavour to make a poor dwolling look its best. Nor should I fail to say for the hus-

bands, that, although they carn lower wages and receive less aid from their children’s carnings than
their fullows in any of the southern English counties which 1 have visited, their thrifty habits allow
their houses to show signs of comfort and well-to-doism which might put to shame their better-paid
brethren.t

* Mr, William Philipps, relieving officer, Narberth Union, says (Appendix A, 19)—

** In many sma't parishes cuttages were diccontinued for the purpose of preventing partics becoming chargeable to the poor rates ; this cvil bias how been
remedied by the Union Chargeability Act. At present there are not sufli dwellings for lat Several large estates have few cottages, and those that
have fatleninto decay are seldomn or ever replaced.”

AMr. Daniel Wiiliams, relieving officer of Llandovery Union, says (Appendix A, 28)—
* In one parish alone there are 40 cottages Tess than when I first remember it

t The evidence of Mrs, Scurey, the wife of a Hampshire Inbourer, now settled in Narberth parish, is somewhat to the pomnt here.
Mrs, Scorey says (Appendix B, 58¢)—

*We camc here fiom Hampshire.  Labousers” wages hiere are {02, 2 week, where we came from (North. Hampsturey iney were 126, 1 thenk the peaplo hero
live sery hard, but nat Leaause they are forced tu do ity they scll the best they have, and put up avath anything, They hvea good deal on barley«bread,

Y{““Ml“ and Welsh cheese {worth from 2d, to 24id, |xr ib.). We use white Uread, and make our own bread, 1 Hke the people here as well as § did thoso in
ampshire.
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64, In the paper which I have referred to above, Mr. J. L. G. P, Lewis says that two things are / 0.
necessary to enablo the farmers to rotain the soryices of good labourers, viz, better cottage accommo- 1,y uf land-
dation aud better wages. Tor my own part, I am convinced that it is simply the chance of better own ras to
wages, now brought nearer them, that is tempting the Welsh peasants to leave ‘the rural districts, jusy providive
as the same chance is inducing them to educate their children. coltages.

However desirable it may be that better cottages should be provided, and that the labouring clacs
themselves should quicken that provision by demanding it, there is, as far as I know, no district in
England which cou\d be quoted to justify the belief that the “cottage question” may be left to right
itsolf by pressure from below.

If it be the landowner’s duty to sce that there is a good school within a reasonable distance of
the cottages on his estate, it is far more his duty to see that those cottages are not such as to make it
1mpossible to teach in that school anything better than reading, writing, and ciphering.

As nearly all the cottages in the counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen belong to the land-
owners, it is more evidently their Juty to make every endeavour in their power to give their labourers
dwellings in which the ordinary decencies of life may be observed. I say every endeavour in their

ower, as in many districts it is too evident that the great cottage difficulty is the poverty of the
andowning class.

65. Those landowners, who have the power, have before them the example of the Earl of Cawdor, T Farl of
who has not ouly recently built several improved cottages, but has also published a book of “Cottage 9",(‘;“‘,",”5
Plavs,” which, as his Lordship says in the preface, “may be useful to landowners and tenants anxious l,:m:l”':L
“ to provide decent accommodation for their labourers.”

66. Lord Cuwdor addresses his book of Cottage Plans to tenants as well as landowners, no doubt L.ases for
because a considerable number of farms with the cottages attached to them are let on “leases for lives,” s
and in such cases it may be said that some part of the responsibility of the landowner is shifted to
the leaseholder. The result is, that as the responsibility is divided it is accepted by ueither. This
difliculty of cottages attached to farms let on leases for lives was pointed out to me by Mr. Gower, of
Clyn Derwen, a landowner uf Pembrokeshire, and the only cunclusion I could come to, after discussing
the subject with him, was, that as such leases are as great an impediment to agricultural improvement
as to cottage improvement, it behoves landewners to strain every nerve to get rid of them.

SymaLL Farys, GARDENS, AND ALLOTMENTS.

67. Finding a lavge number of very small farms in my district, I endeavoured to obtain evidence $mall farms as
from 21l persuns willing and competent to give it, on the comparative merits of large and small holdings itﬂt'cmf'.'! agri-
as affecting agriculture, as well as on the desirability of small holdings as affecting the comfort and “""™*?
advanecement of the peasant class.

As affecting improvement in agriculture, the evidence 1 reeeived seems ty me entirely to confirm
the opinion which L expressed in a former report, that it is impossible for agriculture fo make any
decided advance in a district where the holdings are so small as to make it unprofitable for the oceupicr
to employ the ordinary mechanical aids which inerease the produce of a farm at the same time that they
lessen the cost of production.®

63, As to the offect of small holdings on the comfort and advancement of the peasant class, Mr. C. 4, .Fecting the
Bishop, clerk of the peace for the county of Carmarthen, says (Appendix A. {),— pesant elass
“In my opinion the labourer with constant work is better offj and enabled to command more of the
necessary comforts of life thun the small farmer who pays from 104 to 207 a year for reat, and who lives
harder than the inmates of the workhouse.”

Mr. G. Jones, vice-chairman of the Llandovery Board of Guardians, says (Appendix A. 7),—
“ Labourers receiving 10s. a week ave better of’ than tenants paying up to 207 a year rent.”

Mr. Deniels Williams, relieving officer of the same union, says (Appendix A, 28),—
%I think our labourers are better off than small farmers, say, than farmers paying 204 a year rent, and

they educate their children better, The children of small farmers are often sent to work before they me
fit for it.”

Mr. J. J. Johnston, relieving oflicer, Haverfordwest Union, says (Appendix A. 22),—

“These 20 acre farms in my district are generally poor land and pay about 10s, an sere rent.  Unless o
man with 40 acres of such land has something else to do, he is not better off than a labourer,”

Other witnesses give similar cvidence, and it is perfectly evident that in South Wales, as else-
where, peasant farmers are not only obliged themselves to work harder than ordinary labourers, but are
obliged also to make their children work at a very early age.

69. There are, however, redeeming features in a system of very small farms, which are so well put L.ul e
by Mr. H. P. Goode, land agent, in his evidenco (Appendix A.5), that I shall take the liberty of ' ¥ eremn
quoting him-without further remark. Mr. Goode says :— formers,

“ The smaller firms, whose tenants occupy from 5 to 100 acves, of which there are a great number in this
country, employ their own children, both boys and girls, at a very early nge to look after their cows, watch
over theiv crops to keep off birds, watch their bees, and the little girls do the house worlk, whilst their parcits
aro employed in the fields. They ure generally n vory industrious race ; and when the gitls and buya con

* Mr. T, I\ Mousley, agent to the Farl of Cawdor, a very competent aathority-on such a subject a8 this, says (Appendix A, 1)— M. ‘% T

“ Some of the formidsble hind: €3 (0 an imy state of in Wales are the waat of capital, and of agriculural cducat!-n and tnterf fase M ""“".,\' on
The great proportian of farms are small, and occupled by men who really helong to the Iabouring class, and who too frequently have to struggle harder for sinalt farms
exlstence than the cottager who has his weckl( wage to_depend upon, Tandlords ought by degrees to merge their amull holdings, to save themselyes :
the perpetual expense of restoring so many small farmateads, which would cuable them to give better acc lon for larger holdings, and thus n.aking
them }nsgu al{tmc_t'l\'u to ten of capitat and enterprise, f they do not; the country must remain as al presens, very little in adeance of @ stale of nalure as
regards farming,

24888, G
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up to 14, 13, or 16 years they go to servieo, some to farms, others to families ; the girls as nursomaidy, under
housemaids, and maids of all work to small establishinonts. ‘Lhey carry with them their industrions habits, and
in good considerate families make first rate servants.”

70. Where a farm or allotment of five or six acres is of snch a character as to enable a man to keep
one or two cows without withdrawing him from his legitimate occupation as a farm labourer, there is
the same evidence as I found in Derbyshire, that the charge of the little dairy is a much better occu-
pation for his wife than ordinary field work, or, indeed, than any other work I have scen labourers’
wives engaged in.*

71. As almost overy cottage in the counties of Carmarthen and Pembroke has a fair-sized garden
attached to it, and a large majority of the labourers have in addition potato land allowed by their
cmployers, cultivated allotments as distinguished from gardens are very little known. A plot of three
acres allotted by the Inclosure Commissieners to the peor of Pendine parish remains uncultivated,
though I dare say its situation has as much to do with its present state as the indisposition of the
people to take advantage of their rights.

72. The custom of giving a labourer potato ground, on which the labour is performed by the farmer,
is an excellent one, and although its pecuniary value is reduced by the exaction of service in harvest, it
still has ’chfz eflect of] as it were, compelling him to spend a certain portion of his wages for the benefit
of his family.}

Pavrerisy.

78. 1 have quoted in evidence @ portion of an article published on the 4th of September last in
“The Welshman,” a_paper of considerable repute in South Wales, to show that the same action which
1 drew your attention to in my report on Oxfordshire and Berks is going on in South Wales to the
increase of pauperism. The writer of this article says :—

“ Lvery step in the recent legislation on this subject has been made in the divection of spreading the cost
of maintaining the poor over the whole surfiace of the union ; and perhaps, all considered, the steps taken
have teen in the right divection.  Still, however, an abuse has sprung up, the remedy for which can only be
found in the good sense of the guardiens.  As long as each individual parish felt the burden of maintaining
its own poor, there cxisted a strong inducement for the guardians to see that the relief of individual paupers
was not excessive. Now, however, since the relief of the individual is borne by the union generally, the fact
that the aggregate of the expense to the union is increased is lost sight of in the desire of many good-nntured
and easy-going guardians to see that their own poor are tenderly, we were s.ing to say too tenderly, cared
for. . . . . There is in the minds of many guardians a feeling somewhat akin to that spoken of by Sydney
Smith when describing a sort of pseudo-benevolence which led the person affected by it never to see a case of
distress without wishing that somebody else would relieve it, the somebody else in this case being represented
by the union at large. It is ditlicult to counteract this tendeney, and we almost fear it can only be done by
tho appointment of a sort of supervisor of the relief list, who would have no local sympathies to sway him in
the pursuit of his duty.”

A public supervisor of the velief list might no doubt help towards a stricter adininistration of the
law, but his action would have a lovelling tendency, and would be a hindrance instead of an aid
towards solving what to my mind is the great difficulty, viz., how not to reduce the industrious man
temporarily or permanently disabled to the same level as the idle vagabond who will not work, or who
has by dissipation reduced himself to a state unfit for work ; how to teach the labouring class that
industry, under any circumstances, will have its reward. Nothing but a close examination of the
character of the persons seeking relief can effect this, and I cannot see how you could succeed without
leaving a certain amount of discretion in the hands of a local authority.

74. There are three great bars to agricultural improvement in the counties of Pembroke and Cu-
marthen,—a very wet climate, heavily-burdened cstates, and small holdings; but I look very hopefully
on the prospeets of the labouring class.  Only put the means of education within their reach, and 1 feel
sure that they are perfectly able and willing to take care of themselves.

After thanking you for having sent me to inspeet these two interesting counties,

I beg to remain,

Fowberry Tower, Your obedient servant,
10th Dec. 1869. GEO. CULLEY.

* 'he merits and demerits of a system of small farms are exceedingly well treated by Mr. Jas. Howard, M.P,, in a paper on
« Continental Farming,” read by him at a recent meeting of the Central Iarmers® Club.

+ Potato ground forms a considerable item in the wages of a farm Inbonrer in many counties of England, and, if a column is to
be added to the third table of the Agrienltural Returns, ** showing the acresge employed m cottage gardens and allotments,” I cannot
help thihing that where the custum of a disirict causes o fanner to provide potate ground, suck a provisiun is almost as mach
citstled o Butice as a cottager’s ganden or allutment. Every farmer who makes such an allowance could asily enter the quandity
in his return,
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To Mer Masrsry’s CoMMISSIONERS.

GENTLEMEN,
L. I uave the honour to present my report on the employment of children, young persons, and P,
women in agriculture for the three counties of Cardiganshire, Montgomeryshire, and Merionethshire,
which, in compliance with your instructions, I visited in the autumn of 1869 for the purpose of inquiring
and ascertaining to what extent and with what modifications the principles of the Factory Aets could
be adopted for the regulation of such employments, especially with a view to the better education of
such childven. .
2. The three counties assigned to me in the above inquiry, although possessing many social features The coustics
in common, have nevertheless certain distinetive peculiaritics. visited partly
Cardiganshire is almost exclusively Welsh in its chavactor, and that language is still exclusively differ from aud
spoken by at least three-fourths of the population, ’ i"_“‘;;:{;l‘:g““"“
In Montgomeryshire there is a well delined line of demarcation between two portions of the county, -
in one-half of which the Welsh and in the other the English language is spoken. The separation
is well marked by the Rivers Severn and Vyrnwy.  Merionethshire, an extremely mountainous county,
is essentially Welsh.
3. There arc extensive districis in Cardigaushire and Montgomeryshire in which the condition of
the population is materially affected by mines and manufactures.
4. I propose in_the following remarks to consider cach county separately with reference to the
subjects on which I was instrueted to report.

CARDIGANSHIRE.

5. This county contained.in 1861 a population of 71,178. It possesses considerable diversitics of soil.
The fertile loam of the coast produces excellent crops of grain, while the hill districts are devoted to sheep
walks and small farms for rearing cattle. It was intimated to me that it would be suflicient for the
purposes of the inquiry if I selected a portion of cach county as a specimen district, by a careful investi-
gation of which a correct general impression might be formed of the whole in reference to the points
suggosted for inquiry; but Cardiganshire varies so much in the rate of wages and in the condition of
the population that I found it impossible to fis upon any single district as conveying a just conception
of its general economical condition. 1 therefore considered it desirable to visit portions of the county
widely distant froin cach other.

"These districts were, 1, the vicinity of Aberystwith; 2, the highly cultivated distri
and, 8, the country in the neighbourhood of Lampeter.

I'rom these three districts I was enabled to acquire a sullicient amount of inforn
satisfactory conclusion in reference to the subjects on which information was desired.

6. T found the employment of women in agriculture very general in Cordiganshive, Female farm The employ-
servants who are engaged by the year and boarded and lodged in the farmhouses, are throughout the ment of women
county hired expressly as agricultural labourers. They perform a large portion of the outdoor work of i agriculture

every farm, with the exception of ploughing. 'Chere is indeed a redundancy of female labour in ‘Cﬁ’,{l,g,“,‘,iﬁ‘,i;“
G2

Cardigan-hii.,

4 berayron;

.-rive at a
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5é FMPLOYMENT OF CITILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

Cardiganshire, and women migrate in large numbers from the southern to the northern portion of tho
county, and into Montgomeryshire, offering their temporary services to any farmer who may happen to
be short of hands. /it harvest time their wages are 1s. 6d. a day with food.

7. In the ordinary routine of farm work the women servants tend cattle, clean out the stalls, load
dung carts, plant and dig potatoes. hoe, take up, top and tail turnips, and in the spring drive the
harrow, but taey are never trusted with horses and carts on the high road.

8. "The ordinary wages of female farm servants in agriculture are from 6/ to 8% a year with board.
A day female agricultural labourer is generally paid 8d. a day with nothing extra. On the extensive
farm of Mr. Miller, of Morfumaur, near Aberayron, 19 young unmarried women are regularly employed
as agricultural labourers at these wages throughout the year; they live with their parents in cottages at
no great distance from the farm. Married women thus employed are paid from 10d. to 1s. a day.

9. The women whom 1 observed engaged in field labour seemed to be robust and healthy, and in
reply to my inquiries as to their general efiiciency as labourers I was told that for many descriptions of
farn work they are considered quit2 equal to men.

10. The employment of females in Cardiganshire has, however, considerably diminished within the
last 25 years. It was stated to me by many clergymen, magistrates, and land agents that the number
of women employed in agriculture in that couaty is certainly not now more than one-half what it
was within their recollection. I may add that several farmers expressed themselves as opposed to the
employment of females in field labour, considering such employment to be both economically false and
worally wrong.

11. The laxity of morals among the female peasantry of Wales is unhappily notorious. The inveterate
custom of night courting has destroyed all delicacy of character, and although marriage often follows
such irregular proceedings the rate of illegitimacy is high. In the face of the well-known Welsh
custom of “bundling,” which is not confined to the agricultural population, I cannet charge to the
cmployment of women in agriculture the immorality which undoubtedly prevails.

12. Agricultural gangs are quite unknown in this connty, nor are children employed in early labour
to any considerable extent, except by their parents on the small farms in the mountain districts. Very
young children are habitually employed for perhaps half’ the year in tending cattle and sheep. This
employment, which is very common, prevents a great number from attending school for many months
of the year.

i8. I did not find it generally the practice of parents to hire out their children by the day, and they
avail themselves, where practicable, of every opportunity of sending them to school. There is, in fact,
no regular or constant demaud for the labour of children, a few weeks in the barking season and the
hay and corn harvests, being the only periods at which their services are required. 1 was informed by
Lt.-Col. Lewes, a county magistrate, that he had found difficulty in getting a boy to carry a post bag
daily three-quarters of a mile, and still greater in hiring one to scare crows.

14. Although the employment of children in gangs is unkuown, it is to be regretted that by the
custom of the county they are hired into farm service so young as to almost entirely neutralise any
benefit which they may have previously derived from their education. Boys go to service at from
9 to 12 years of age, anud when onee in service only in very rare instances is any portion of their time
given to self~improvement.  Unfortunately, the poverty of many parents is such as to make it a matter
of the greatest importance to get their children off their hands at as early an age as possible, and it
has certainly been found that physically boys often make great and rapid progress after they leave
home and its privations for the comparative abundance of a farmhouse.

15. There 1s in Cardiganshire another mode of hiring children at an early age which does not wholly
separate them from their parents, or deprive them of the power of attending sehiool for a portion of the
year.  On many farms boys are found useful at 10 years of age, and they are employed for cight months
n the year for sixpence a day, and are boarded in the farmhouses. Lhoy return howo for the winter
months, during which they generally attend school, but such partial attendance would be barely
sufficient to enable them to keep up the little that had been acquired before their engagement on
a farm.

16. Farm servants are hired by the year at the hiving fairs which are held periodically in the chief
towns of the county. The wages of a head man, who 1s generally the ploughman, seldom exceed 16/
a year, but in rave instances 201 are given, and inferior servants are puiﬁ from 8/ to 10L a year;
women from 6Z. to 8/. with food.

Moderate as these wages are, savings banks and benefit socicties ave occasionally taken advantage of
by this class. An instance was mentioned to me of a farm servant whose highest wages amounted
to 9/. 10s. a year, who had deposited 1504 in a savings bank.

17. The food supplied in the farmhouses to fann servants generally consists of flummery (boiled
oatmeal), with bread made of wheat and rye or maze frequently of barley alone for breakfast; salt beef,
bacon, or broth two or three times a week for dinner; bread, cheese, and milk for supper. Beer, and
occasionally fresh mutton, are given at harvest time, but fresh meat is never tasted at any ofher time.

1 often heard unfavourable opinions expressed of the efliciency of agrieultural labourers in Cardigan-
shire. That the low estimate formed of them is caused mainly by the general inferiority of the diet may
be inferred from the fact that whenever a native has been enabled to live better, by being engaged, for
example, in the construction of a railway, his employers have rarely had any cause to complain either
of the quality of his work or of his alacrity in performing it.

18. "The diet of the smaller class of farmers and of day agricultural labourers is inferior to-that of farm
servants ; even salt meat is varely tasted, barley, or oat cake with potatoes and a little butter or cheese,
forming the staple of their ordinary meals. It was remarked, in _an article on the farming of South
Wales in the Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society for 1852 that in_general field work, where
strength and exertion are required, Welsh labourers are much inferior to English labourers, and that
a Lincolnshire workman at half-a-erown a day is not dearer than most Welsh labourers at a shilling. As
a proof of this it may be stated that task work cannot be done cheaper in Cardiganshire than in the
east of England, and until Welsh labourers are better fed they cannot be physically capable of sus-
taining with the same ease the fatiguc of a hard day’s work as the labourers of the many parts of
England. "The wages of agricultural labourers vary, as I before observed, in different parts of the
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county. The highest being 12s. a week, the lowest 8s; but with the lower rate of wages are generally P

associated privileges, which somewhat increase the rate of remuneration, and may bring it up to
})crhaps 10s. per week. Thus, with low money wages a cottage is sometimes given rent iree ; some
abourers are also allowed to grow potatoes on their employer's land, for which privilege they are
required to give two days labour in havvest for each bushel of potatoes planted.

19. A custom exists in one part of the county of paying a labourer low wages but providing him Modes of pay-
with a portion of his food and a cottage free, as 1n the district between Aberayron and Lampeter, where meut. )
1 found the rate of wages for an agricultural labourer sixpence a day with food or ninepence
without food, but in the latter case with a cottage and good garden at a vent of 14 a year with rates
and taxes paid. A singular mode of paying labowr was mentiened to me as prevailing in one portion
of the county. A farmer provides a labourer with a cottage vent free, together with pasture for
a cow, and pays bim in money, when he requires his services, sixpence a day. ~ The labourer may carn
higher wages elsewhere when not needed by his master, but he is bound to return and work for six-
pence a day whenever he is required to do so, on pain of forfeiting his cottage and being deprived of
the pasture for his cow. This is, however, | believe, quite  local custom.

90, Landed property is much subdivided in Cardiganshire, and the farms in general are small. In Subdivision of
the union of Aberayron, for example, a district containing 11 parishes comprising 65,704 acres, there landed
are but nine farms of 300 acres each, and only one farm of 400 acres, the great majority ranging from ProPe:

20 to SO acres each. The county contains a great number of small freeholders, who cultivate their
own land aided by their familios, rarely employing hired labour. These numerous ficeholds originated
in the frequent sales of Crown lands which have taken place in this county.

21, "Uhe average value of land in the Aberayron union, a district coutaining some of the best arable Average value
land in the county, but also considerable tracts of moorland, 1 was informed by Mr. Daniel Thomas, of of land.
Aberayron, an experienced land agent, does not exceed 10s. an acre.

22, "The hill farms have generally extensive sheep runs, and are occupied by a class of men who The hill furms.
may be termed shepherds rather than farmers, and the houses, or rather the hovels, in which they
reside on the hill sides are of the most wretched description, without fences to protect them from the
intrusion of cattle and sheep, the dung of which is allowed to accumulate close to the dwelling and
to form an indurated mass. The children of these small fariners, or shepherds, are, as 1 have before
observed, employed for many months in the year in tending cattle and sheep, and preventing them
from straying beyond the legal boundarics of the pasture, and even when therc is a school within a
reasonable distance frow home, which is not often the case, it is seldom taken advantage of.  The wild
and solitary life passed by these children among the hills in idleness and listlessness for a considerable
portion of the year is certainly not caleulated to produce a favourable effect upon their character.

23. The farnthouses on the small farms are, generally speaking, very defective, not only in sanitary rarmhouses.
arrangements bub in proper slecping accommodation. An instance was mentioned to me by a county
magistrate in which the men and women servants all sieep in a loft together, separated only by a row of
boxes ; and by another magistrate I was informed that in a great many of the small farmhouses the
male and female servants have only one room in common.

24, The great blot upon this county is the condition of its cottages. The exteriors sometimes promise Corracrs.
well, but are deceptive. There is an appearance of neatness in the thatehed roof and whitewashed
walls which creates at first a favourable impression. The practice of whitewashing the walls, and not
unfrequently the roofs with lime, which is mentioned by a Welsh bard of the sixth century, is still very
generally practised. In some placesit is common to mix clay with the lime for colouring the walls yellow,
and the “slate roofs arc washed white. Nothing, however, can be conceived more wretched than the
interior of most of these habitations. The cottage has often only one room, which is divided into two
compartments, in one of which the cooking is done ; the other is used for meals and contains the beds
which are simply boxes, and five or six of these box beds are often packed together within the compass
of a few square yards. ‘The windews have no apertures ; ventilation is supplied by the chimney and
the door; the floor is of clay, and in this close, damp, dreary hovel arc often housed a labourer, his wife,
and six or cight éhildren,

95. The very wretehed lubourers’ cottages in Cavdiganshire appear to have originated in two causes: Cause of the
—1, in squatters building upon the wastes at a time when manorial rights were very little looked after, inferior cottage
and any one possessed of a few pounds might, unmolested, evect « hovel for his residence. 2, ina aecommodation
long established custom of granting building leases for a long term of years, leaving the tenant to form gire. =
his own plan and choose his own materials. The rosult is the existence of perhaps a greater number of
cottages unfit for the habitation of human beings than is to be found within an equal area in any part of
Great Britain.  Most of these cottages are occupied by their owners until the expiration of the leases
or they tumble down from age and decay. 1 was informed by Mr. Fryer, the agent of Sir Pryce Pryce,

Bart.,, oiie of the largest landed proprietors in Cardiganshire, that out of his 500 cottage tenants
only 40 pay rack-reuts,

26. A landed proprictor, the cottages on whose estates arc thus held, is almost Eowerless for the Inability of
purpose of improvement, He cannot turn out the squatter or his descendant, who, by long acquies- landed proprie-
cence, has acquired quasi proprietary rights, and when leases have been granted he must wait for tors to fm-
their expiration before he can even think of rebuilding, Many other difficulties surround the question, prove.
Large landed estates arc often heavily mortgaged, and little money can be found for the most necessary
improvements, but with all these allowances I regret to state that | have no reason for believing that
the majority of the landowners of Cardiganshire are duly alive to their moral responsibilites and true
intercsts in providing improved accommodation for the class upon whase comfort and welfare so much
of their own prosperity depends,

97, Proper cottage acvonmnodation is, however, a want which the labouring classes are thewselves Good cottage
beginning to recognize. The decencies of life are more thought of than they were, and although, from accommodation
the general want of privies, the lane, the field, and even the churchyard, ave still resorted to for Xi':;gd“ﬁ,“ﬁ;e
the purposes of nature, it is occasionally witha fecling akin to shame, and a sentiment certainly Iabouring
not of respect for the owners of those hovels, whose parsimony or indifference have compelled classes than
them to resort to such practices, Mr. Loxdale, of Castle Hill, Llanilar, a gentleman who has taken formerly,

G 3
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much interest in the improvement of labourers’ dwellings, informed me that a marked change
for the better has taken place of late years iu the Welsh people in regard to the observanee of
some of the proprieties of life. This gentleman has built a considerable number of cottages in the
place of the hovels which were a disgrace to his neighbourhood, and he assured me that the desire for
better accommodation is becoming general among the labouring classes. Ife has been enabled to build
a considerable number of excellent cottages with three bedrooms above, and kitchen, pantry, &c. below,
for 1204 each, for which an agricultural labourer in receipt of fair wages is willing to pay 5L a year,
and as a hopeful sign of progress, he stated that he had been often reminded by labouring men while
engaged in carrying out his building plans not on any account to omit a privy for every cottage.

28. Few cottages in Cardiganshire have gardens. In villages the houses are generally built in rows
with no frontage but the road, and without any ground behind. Where detached cottages have small
gardens they ave generally neglected. In the immediate neighbourhood of towns cottage gardens are
not uncommon, and are comparatively well cultivated, and the wives of cottagers may be seen on a
market day earrying their baskets of vegetables and fruit to the nearest town or hawking them about
from house to house.

29. In Cardiganshire the allotment system is entirely unknown, as I did not meet with one instance
of it in the course of my inquiries. I presume it is unsuited to the habits of the agricultural popula-
tion.

I reserve such remarks as I have tomake on the state of elementary education in this county until
the sequel of my Report, where I think they will be more conveniently introduced with those relating
to education in the other counties which I visited.

MONTGOMERYSHIRE.

80. This county, as 1 before observed, possesses two marked social divisions; one-half of it is almost
exclusively Welsh in its character and the other Inglish. 1 decmed it right to restrict my inquiries to
the Welsh portion of the county, and I selected the union of Machynlleth as that which promised to
afford the most useful information. 1 attended a meeting of the board of guardians at Machynlleth,
and 1 had the onnortunity of obtaining the opinions of some of the most considerable farmers of the
district on the several questions raised by the Commission.

31. In onc respect Montgomeryshire presents a marked contrast to the adjoining county of Cardigan-
shire. The employment of women in agricuiture is very rare both in the Welsh and in the English
portions of the county. There is, indeed, I was told, a general feeling of repugnance to the employ-
ment of women in field labour, except in hay timo and harvest.

32. Agricultural gangs are also altogether unknown. Children are very little employed for hire in
husbandry until they leave home and enter farm service; this they do at ages varying from 9 to 18.

In my remarks on Cardiganshire I adverted to the average low rate of wages in that county as afford-
ing some excuse to parents for sending children so young as 10 to farm service ; this excuse will scarcely
apply to Montgomeryshire, where the general rate of wages is com{mratively high.

33. In the Machynlieth union, which consists of 11 parishes, with a population of 17,168, the farms
range from 20/ to 200/ a year rent, from 50/ to 60/ a year being the average. The number of smail
farms in this union has been the means of introducing a class of farmers very industrious indeed, but
generally wanting capital. Nevertheless, I found among landlords generally a predilection for these
farms; they bring somewhat higher rents, and are regarded as providing & means of support, for many
honest men who would otherwise pass their lives as day labourers.

84, The wages of agricultural labourers in the Machynlleth union are high, being affected by the
demand for labour at the quarries and mines. A good day agricultural labourer can earn from 13s. to
18s. a weck in summer, and from 13s. to 14s. in winter. The majority of labourers, however, live fully
up to their earnings, and I did not learn in answer to wy inquiries that it was their general practice
to save. Tirst class male farm servants obtain from 15/ to 197 a year with their {ood.

35. There is a considerable number of small freeholdors in this part of Montgomeryshire owning
properties of from 20/, to 80/ a yvear, which they cultivate chiefly by the aid of their families, but the
smaller class of frecholders generally seek occasional employment as day labourers, supplementing their
small incomes by the wages thus earned.

86, The meat diet of farm servants consists, as in Cardiganshire, chiefly of salt beef and bacon, but
a great improvement has taken place in the food of the labouring classes generally in Montgomeryshire
within the last 25 years. Twenty years ago barley and cat bread were in common use in the farmhouses
and amongst agreiultural labourers ; now wheaten bread, at leastin those districts where wages are good,
is only used. In poorer districts bread made in the proportion of two-thirds of barley to one of wheat
is not unusual. Qutmeal porridge is common for breakiast and supper, and the amount of firinaceous
food thus consumed probably serves to counteract the eflect which a diet of salt meat would otherwise
have upon the health,

87. The cottages in this part of Montgomeryshire are badly drained, badly ventilated, and
without privies. Those in the villages are the worst, the detached country cottages being in a slight
degree better. When new cottages are built it is generally by speculators who form their plans without
reference to the health, decency, or convenience of the future inmates,

38. The same practice to which [ have adverted in my remarks on Cardiganshire of squatters build-
ing on the wastes has prevailed to a considerable extent in Montgomeryshire, as the numerous hovels
which offend the eye in the wilder districts of the county abundantly attest. Their oceupiers are
generally obliged to pay o small rent.

39. Wheroe cottages, as is still often the case, are built on lease, the landlord noi generally insists on
the adoption of a plan of his own, in which proper arrangements are made for comfort and decency.
This is especially the case on the pm})erty of Earl Vane, and these, as well as those built at his own
cost, leave nothing to be desired. I have pleasure also in recording the liberal spirit in which this
great social want has been met by another of the great landed proprietors-of the principality, namely,
Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart., the cottages on whose -estateis “in -Montgomeryshire -are in a very
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sutisfactory condition, the greater number of them baving four rooms. Cottage gardens are rare and )i
not wanted, a labourer generally stipulating with his employer at his hiring for permission to plant
potatoes on the land.  Allotments in any other sense are unknown.

MERIONETHSHIRE.

40, This mountainous county aflorded very little scope for my inquiries. A very large portion of it Cawle and
is wholly devoted to the rearing and grazing of black cattle. Sheep farms occupy another large portion sheep farms
of it, and the whole is very sparsely peopled. prevail.

The land under tillage lies chiefly in the vicinity of the coast, as at Towyn, but the great majority of
farmers do not grow a blade of corn, and many do not even cultivate a potato.

41. The district I selected as comprehendisg within a comparatively limited area specimens of the The Doleley
different kinds of farming prevailing in the vounty was the union of Dolgelly, consisting of 13 parishes, union-
with a population of 12,482, A few of the grazng farms in this district ave large for North Wales, the
vent of the largest being about 350/

42. Merionethshire presents a contrast to Montgomeryshire in the common employment of women in  Women em-
agriculture, and in that respect it resembles Cardiganshire, with the differcice that whereas in Cardigan- 1”‘;;‘:‘{10'“ gL
shive women entering farm service are expressly hired as labourers in agriculture, in Merionethshire "™
they arc engaged as domestic servants, with the understanding that they ave to assist in the outdoor
work of the farm, although very few are exclusively so employed. Women are not extensively engaged
as day labourers, but there are few of the arable farms in which some are not so employed ; their wages
average from 1s. to 1s. 6d. a day. )

43. Boys are hired as farm servants from 13 to 14 years of age, but the farms being generally small Boys hited as
and pastoral a great many young boys are employed i looking after the sheep and tending cattle, these g‘:;’,‘l o
being the principal occupations on most of the high-lying farms. Farmers then employ their own years of age.
children for these purposes from a very early age. N

44, Girls generally enter farm service at 9 years of age, but they are seldom put to any outdoor Early age at
work until they are 11. “"lzlchrgms

I heard opinions frecly expressed that females, particularly young girls, should not be employed opvice.
in outdoor, heavy, and dirty work, and that they should never be employed after 7 p.m.

There can be no doubt that young girls are often overtaxed in the outdoor work of farms, and that
the hours of work are, as a rule, too long for females who have not attained the strength of

womanhood.
45. The following description of the made of living of small farmers in Merionethshire 20 years ago Mode of living
is taken from the journal of the Royal Agricultural Society :— of small

. . . . . . farmers.
 The rents in this county are high, patticularly on small farms, where, what with rent and poor vates, I

hardly know how they contrive to live, but live they do, but very hard. TFor dinner you will see a small
farmer have half a salt herring, with potatues and buttermiik (very poor food for a working man) ; his wife
and fumily must content themselves with buttennilk and potatoes, or perhaps after the farmer has finished bis
part herring there will be a seramble amongst the youngsters for the bones to suck as a treat. They sometimes
have a little skim-wilk cheese with oaten bread ; some, better off than others, bacon ; yet the amount of poor
and county rates these men pay per annum will amount to from 4/, to 54 ecach ; in fact, paupers live better
than these men.  The cloth they wenr they weave from wool of their own growing, both men and women, the
men a kind of frieze, and the women linseys.”

46. The mode of living in this county may have a little improved since the above was written, but is Dictary of farm-
very inferior to that of the adjoining connty of Montgomery. The dietary of the farmhouses is on houses.
a lower seale, the bread being made of barley, or if wheaten bread is supplied it is of very inferior
quality.  The only meat consumed is salt meat, and less of that is consumed than even in
Cardiganshire.

47."The average wages of an agricultural labourer in the union of Dolgelly average from 2s. to Wages in the
2s. Gd. a day.  His general diet is for breakfast broth or milk and bread and cheese, for dinnersalt beef Dolgelly union.
or bacon and potatues, for tea a bowl of milk and bread and cheese, and for supper porridge or flummery. Bad state of

48, The remarks which I have made on the deplorable want of proper cottages in Cardiganshire Soutnges i}"
apply with full force to tho county of Merioneth, or at least to that portion of it which I selected as the Jerone-
subject of my inquiries, and I liave reason to believe, from the answers to the circular of questions ’
which 1 distributed in other portions of the county, that the same deficiencies exist throughout. The
farmhouses are also in a very poor and miserable condition, often with only two rooms; and the sleeping
zli)partment? generally are not properly separated from cach other, with what results to morality may

e inferred.

Enucariox.

49, I have veserved such remarks as I have to make respecting the state of elementary education in
these counties until now, for moro conveniontly treating the subject as a whole.

50, All the clergy, schoolmasters, ond farmers with whom I communicated were unanimously of Desire for
opinion that & very general desire exists on the part of the labouring classes to give their children vducation
the advantages of educatior. Doubtless many instancus are to be found in these counties, as elsewhere, #e2eh
of parents, uneducated themselves, neglecting to educate their children ; but where poverty or the
want of schools does not prove an obstacle the means of cducation, such as shey are, are taken
advantage of.

51 ﬁauy parishes, hiow ever, are so large and »v thinly populated as absolutely to preclade’the establish- Size of parishes
ment of a school.  In uthers, where schools have been established, they arve often very indiflerent ones, and an impediment
most inconveniently situated for regular attendance, parts of the parish being four and even six miles *© S¢hools:
from the school. In Bala, for example, a parish 18 miles long and 8 wide, all the schools, with the
cxeeption of one, a small rural school, which is closed in swmmer, are situated in the town at one
extremity of the pavish. Asa proof of the great deficiency which exists in the means of education
throughout the counties of Cardigan, Montgomery, and Merioneth, I find it staced by the Rev. J. B. Binns,
une of ller Majesty’s Inspectors of Schools, in his evidence bofore the Sélect Conimittee un Education

G 4
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P. in 1866, that there were in his distriet, which includes the above counties, 650 parishes or town-
ships, out of which there were at the time he wrote 350, or more than one-half; without any day school
whatever.®

Sunday schools 59, ‘T'his deficieney of day schools is, however, in sume degree compensated for by Sunday schools,

e rient The children of the fabouying classes ave indeed to a great extent trained in the Sunday schools, which

clementary they attend in common with adults. . . .

schools, o the very general attendance of the labouring classes in these schools is attributable the high per-
centage of the pupulation which is able to read their own lunguage, for it was stated to me by one of
the guardians of the poor for the union of Machynlleth that of the adult male population of his parish
19 in 20 arc able to read their native language, and about 10 in 20 to write it.

Lducational 33. Generally speakieg the means of education in the three counties which I visited are most

deficiencies.  jpeplicient. | Tound it impossible to go into minute statistical details on this question, but I found in
wost of the disiricts a decided want of good schools. The want of trained teachers has long been one
of the impediments to the progress of education, and if twenty a year wore than the present supply
were procurable from the training colleges they would, it is saud, be not more than the necessities of
the Principality require.

Welshignored 54, The Welsh language is altogether ignored in schools subject to Government inspection, and

;:ct"hfsgf:)‘;:“' receiving a Government grant.  Practically this system, except where the schools are of asuperior kind,

" has not had the effect it was designed to have, namely, in imparting to the children such a knowledge

of the English language as to supersede their own. Generally they leave school too young to have
acquired sufficient KEnglish even for colloguial purposes, for on their roturn to their homes in the
evenings they hear nothing spoken but Welsh, and they naturally speak nothing clse themselves.
1 found scarcely an instance in the many farmhouses which 1 visited of the young farm servants, male
or female, being able to speak or understand English, if they had left school before 13.

};‘:L"‘;ﬁle 0 % 1 may take this opportunity of stating that 1 found the farmers s a class universally in favour

education. of education, and should any limit be placed on the age at which young boys and girls may enter farm
service, or any previous educational qualification be required, T am convinced that such a plan would

meet with their ready approval, and that they would afford it their hearty co-operation.

1 heard hopes frequently expressed by farmers that as a living Jangusge Welsh would soon become
extinet.  “They feel its inconveniences daily. It interferes with their business transactions with their
English neighbours, and it keeps the country, as they say, a century behind England in civilization.
English lan- 56. One cause why the English language does not make speedior progress is the carly age at which
guage does not Children generally leave school for farm service. 16 is simply impossible for a child who hears English
make progress Spoken only at school, and who is often unable to attach any meaning to the sounds which he hears, and
among the whose school lessons in English are learned merely by rote, to have acquired any practical use of such a
{.‘""" popula-  Japwuage at the age of 12 or 18.

ion. ch el " . . . . .

Poverty the 57. There is, as T have before observed, a general desire for education, but in parts of Cardiganshire

chief cause of and Merionethshire the low rate of wages tells heavily against the parent when be has several children

neglect of of an age to send to school. With wages at 7s. or 8. a week, it cannot be supposed that a parent with

education. a family can willingly make the sacrifice of even a penny a week for cach child’s schooling. In the
majority of cases where there is default on the part of the parent poverty is the true cause, and an
improvement of bis condition as a labourer the appropriate remedy.

The homes of the agricultural classes, however, are often at a great distance from any school, and

a parent will seldom think it worth the sacrifice to send a child three or four miles daily if he doubts the
capacity of the master or the value of the instruction imparted.

Neglected 58. The childrer of the smaller class of farmers receive less education than those of day labourers.

fﬁé‘“;}‘:{’{;‘:‘f of The children of the_latter are not habitually employed until they enter service, and a considerable

<ol farmere.  Period of the year is therefore available for school attendance, but the children of small farmers are
utilized at a very early age, and pass the greater portion of the year either in herding, bird keeping, or
some other occupation conneeted with the farm,

The Pen-y- 39. The Pen-y-parke School, near Aberystwith, is an instance of the effect of a really good school in

parke School. 1 ttracting to it not only the children of the parish in.which it is situated. but of other parishes. This
school has 850 scholars on its books. It is a Church school in connexion with the National Society, but
is conducted on liberal principles, the church catechism being taught only to those children whose
parents do not object to it. The master, Mr. G. I. Thomas, owes much of his success to the system
of bilingual teaching which he has adopted. Having taught himsel{ Welsh he was better able to teach
his scholars English.  They acquire consequently ideas as well as sounds, and can read English intel-
ligently when the master is able to explain its meaning in their own language. The repute which
this school has acquired has induced many parents who can afford it to send their children to board in
the village for the sake of the superior education which they are thus enabled to obtain.

Many large 60. Where schools are most wanted, as in large parishes with a widely dispersed population, there is

P“‘;‘“"”_S “l’""l the greatest difficulty in establishing them. Iither it is impossible to procuve a site, or the subseriptions

out any 5109k re so small that it is impossible to support it properly, or it is often so placed as to be practically use-
less to one-half the parish.

¢ In many parishes of Cardiganshire,” snys Mr. H. C. Fryer, the agent of Sir Pryce Pryce, Baronet, * we

have no school, and there igno person of suflicient weight to take the initiative in providing one ; in such
cuses it appears to me to be the duty of Government to step in.  There is & class of children, moreover, which
can be reached only by a compulsory and free system of education. ‘The children of the-very poor in our
remote rural parishes must be educated gratuitously or they will not be educated at all.”

G61. It is scarcely within my province to comment upon the diffienltics with which-the progress of
elementary education is beset, by the disturbing element of religion in these counties, but I cannot
refrain from quoting the following admirable remarks on the-subject by one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors
of Schools for the Principality :—

“It s most desirable,” writes the Reverend S. Pryce, ¢ that proper Government schools should be
estublished in some of the most central of the neglected parishes, but the population is gencrally so small

Why the

* Minutes of Evidence taken before the Select Committee on Education, 1865, p. 212,
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and seattered that this could only he dene successfully by those who are interested in the education olf the P,

neighbourhood, whatover their religious views and erced wmay be, juining to support one common school.
In some places, such as Llangwyryfon and Llanddewifrefi, Cardiganshire, veligious rivalry prevented
this being done, no sooner did one party determine upon having a school, than the other party felt bound
to start an opposition one ; and thus, while many parishes in my distriet are without a school of any
description, there aro in theso villages too many schools. The consequenco naturally is, that such schoolr
ave small and inferior. The two schools, the National and the British, work against each other, and not
against ignorance and indifference. In towns and pavishes where there is a fuir population, this opposition and
rivalry work benoficially, for theve is always plenty of raw material to act upon ; but in villages und parishes
where the number of children who can possibly attend school within a radius of three miles does not exceed
60 or 80, an increase in one school merely means a decrease in the other, one can only flourish at the expense
of the other ; the object in such places is not to get half a dozen poor children from the streets to attend some
school, but to entice half a dozen children from the National to the British school, and vice versd. I nced not
point out what a bad effect ail this has upon the discipline and instruction in both schools.” *

62. The feeling between the dissenting community and churchmen in regard to education has, how- Improved
ever, been gradually improving, and wmany instances might be cited of parishes in which the most 2‘:&""‘3 between
harmonious co-operation has been established between them; at the same time I would not omit to do Jrsenters and
justice to the independent exertions of dissenters, and I think that the fact of $0 British schools, some
of high merit, having been established in the county of Cardigan alene, proves that the dissenting com-
munity is fully alive to the Importance of providing education for the children of the rural population
in accordance with its own opinions.

63. The conclusions 1 arrived at as the result of my inquiries in these counties, as regards the General result
immediate objects of the Commission, is that in reference to the employment of women in agriculture of the inquiry.
no legislation is necessary. It is undoubtedly on the decline in Cardiganshire, and will probably in
the course of another half century altogether cease. The interests and feeling of the women them-
selves and the gradual assimilation of the customs of Wales to those of Eng?zmd will in time effect
that change which might be attempted by legislation in vain.

64. The very early age at which girls enter farm service notonly deprives them of the proper oppor-
tunities for education, but exposes them to the danger of having their strength overtaxed by outdoor
work. :

Without imposing any positive limit as to age at which girls may be allowed to engage themselves
as farm servants, it seems to me that the desirable object of deferring the period of service might be
attained by requiring a _certificate of education up to a2 certain point as a condition of hiring ;
farm service being generally the only form in which the Jabour of girls is required, unless working for
their parents.

The requirement of an educational qualification preparatory to hiring sec.as to be the most practicable
mode of prolonging the period of school attendance for boys and preventing the premature taxing
of their undeveloped strength in the rough work of a farm. It is natural that poor people should
wish to be relieved as early as possible from the burden of supporting their children, but the interests
of the children are entitled to as much consideration as those of the parents. It would be an important
step in education too if some adequate inducement could be held out to boys to continue their school
attendance for only 12 hours in the week until they attained the age of 14, the interval between 12
and 14 being the most important period of a boy’s life, not only for benefiting by instruction but for
receiving permanent impressions for good.

65. "This inquiry was carried on in one respect under circumstances of some disadvantage. The Welsh
language being alone spoken over a considerable portion of the districts which 1 visited, free communi-
cation with the agricultural classes was impossible, and I was unable consequently to personally ascer-
tain the general state of education among the peasantry, nor could I put to any satisfactory test the
amount of school instruction which young boys had received who has just entered farm service. I visited
numerous farms in which neither the oceupier nor any of his servants could speak or understand a word
of English, The cvidence accompanying this Report is, therefore, necessarily less copious than but
for the above reasons it would ofherwise have been, for I was obliged to confine my inquiries ehiefly
to the clergy, magistracy, and professional persons, and to such farmers and labourers as T found could
speak English.  The answers which I received to the numerous circulars distributed were, moreover,
remarkably few. Many of the occupiers to whom they were addressed were, perhaps, incapable of com-
prehending their meaning, or unwilling to attempt a'veply. Out of 50 circulars which T transmitted
to the incumbents of parishes in the three counties of Cardiganshire, Montgomeryshire, and Merioneth-
shire, the returns amounted only to eight.

66. In concluding this Report,  beg to express my obligatious to the clergy, magistrates, clerks of
Boards of Guardians, yeomanry, and tenant farmers with whom I had the pleasure of conversing,
for their readiness to afford me all the information in their power.  From the land stewards of many of
the chief proprietors in the three counties I also reccived the most valuable assistance, and I am happy
to bear my testimony to their enlightened and liberal views on the subjects on which I felt it woul({ be
of advantage to invite their opinions.t

1 have tlie honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
November 20, 1869, J. HENRY TREMENHEERIE,

Assistant Commissioner.

* General report for the year 1868 by ller Majesty's Inspector, the Reverend S. Pryce, M.A., on the Church of England Schools
inspeeted by him in Mid-Wales.

t Of these gentlemen I would beg to specially name Mr. 1. C. Fryer, agent of Sir Pryce Pryce, Baronet; Mr. W. Pugh,
agent of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart.; and Mr. R, Gellart, agent of Earl Vane.
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To Her Masesry’s CoannissioNers,

GENTLEMEN,

1. I nEe to lay before you the evidence I collected, and the ¢onclusions I have drawn therefrom,
in the counties of Monmouth and Radnor during the months of October and November ‘in tho year
past (1869); and in doing so shall combine my accounts into one Report, the circumstances of the
two counties being in many respects so similar that T shall easily be able so to do.

In accordance with usual custom I distributed a considerable number of the ¢irculars with
which you were good enough to provide me. In the county of Monmouth I distributed 56, of which
nine were the longer circuﬁ\rs: of the shorter, 47 in number, I forwarded 18 to the various meetings
of the Board of Guardians I purposed attending, and did not expect to receive answers, having'oﬁTy
made use of them to show the gentlemen ‘present tho objects of the Commission. —Of the rémaining
29, T received 22 answered more or less fully. In the cowity of Radnor I distributed five of the larger
circulars, of which 1 received three answered, all by clergymen; and 12 of the smaller, of which 1 re-
ceived seven answered. Some gentlemen have been contented with little more than monosyllabic
replies ; others, and to them I would wish to express my gratitude, have bestowed considerable time
and trouble on theirs.

2. In both these counties there are tivo distinct kinds of farming, prevailing respeetively-on tha east
and wostern sides, which we.may distinguish as the Welsh and English, the principal characteristics
of the former being, as far as concerns our purpose, that the labourers live in the faiméers' houses, of
the latter that they live in cottages on the fgrm. Both thesé counties being essentially of the natire
of border counties the tramsition from one to tie other is very fully marked :—In Radnorshire, éwing
to its more broken surfaco and the difficulty of its communications, it is possible -almost fo' draw a
border line. In Monmouthshire, which consists of merely undulating, not moubtainous, country, and
where communications are thérefore easier, it is harder to ‘trace. About Chepstow, which js’ quite
an English district, the characteristics of Erniglish farms exist, whereas in the far west the Welsh systein
is as unmixed as in any part of Radnorshire. . o

3. Mr. Price, of Maesgwyn, Chairman of the Board of Guardiins at Buiilth, told’ me that he
considered the boundary of Radnorshire and of Herofordshire to he quite arbitrary, that the real natural
boundary was a line drawn across the summits of the Begws and Clyro Hills, and Radnor Forest out to
Bailey Hill, where a range can be traced varying from 1,500 to_over 2,000 feet high, and broken only
naturally by tho valley of the Lug, but crossed below by the high road that leads. over a high part of
Radnor Torest through Penybont to Rhayadr. On the east side_of the range the farming 1s ver
similar to that of Herefordshive. To the west we have almost entirely stock farms, with. the Welsh
E:culiurity of the labourers, men, women, .and boys, living in-the farmhouse.  Where the Valley of the

ug, however, runs up to Bleddfa and Liangunllo an arm of England runs up between the Welsh
mountaius, : Ca

4, In Monmouthshire it is very“difficilt to draw any certain ling; but certainly the Wye is too fir
east to be considered the boundary of England and Wales, and the -R.umii.ey too far west. The only
part that can be considered purely Eﬁglis%l is the partof Chepstow union in Monmouthshire, and the
only part purely Welsh, the hill country and the valley of Cwmyoy, which runs up between Hereford-
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ghire and Breconshire, and is shut in by mountains on both sides. Along the whole of the rest of the Q.

county, pringipally the basin of the Usk and its tributarics, the charactesistics of a Welsh farm and
an English farm ave intermixed, some few of the labourers living in cottages, others with the farmers,
according to various circumstancos, such as the number of cottages on the farm, and the proportion of
arable land to pasture.

5. The proportion of arable land to pasture is everywhere an important element in determining the
proportion of labourers living in the house, stock requiring constant supervision, and men at hand at
all hours of the day and night, while ordinary farming only requires the usual labour howrs of 6 to 6,
or till dark in winter, and can be managed as well by men living in cottages as by farm servants. In
the district along the Severn, where there is a belt of rich grazing land, nearly every labourer lives in
the farmhouse ; very few are employed ; one or two cowmen and a shepherd or two, according to the
size of the farm ; and.if there is a little corn land, extra hands are hired in summer. ‘The eastern part
of this belt, however, can hardly be cailed a Welsh district.

6. In English counties the system prevails of men employed in stock farms living in the farmhouses.

It might seem at first that it is only because the Welsh farms are almost entirely stock farms that the
labourers live in the houses with their employers, but this is not the only reason. The line of
demarcation between the farmer and his labourer does not exist in Wales as in England. The farm
servant on & Welsh farm lives and eats with his master and mistress, and is treated in every respect
on a footing of equality ; he puts by money, if thrifty, and ultimately starts as a farmer on his own
account. The farmer’s son works as an ordinary labourer on his father's farm, and instead of their
being an expense to him each saves him a labourer’s hire.

7. In both these: counties the Welsh language is rapidly disappearing. Even the poorest parents welsh lan-
seem to wish their children to know English in preference to the old tongue, and there are instances of guage dis-
children who-can speak hardly a-word of Welsh, being sprung from parents equally ignorant of English. 2ppearing.
In Monmouthshire, though you will hear occasional Welsh among the people in the cottages, English,
being now taught in every school, has become the language of the county, and up in the hills, where
it survived much later than in the lower grounds, the introduction of mines is gradually driving away
the old language. Radnorshire was never a very Welsh-speaking county.  The Rev. J. Evans
(R. 2) informed me that he can recollect before the new bridges were made that there was hardly any
communication across the Wye with Breconshire ; that it was as great a barrier as a range of moun-
tains, and that whereas everyone in Breconshire was speaking Welsh, evervone in Radnorshire was
speaking English. The Rev. W. Williams (R. 20), whose parish occupies all the western corner of this
county, a mountain tract of over 30,000 acres, considers that the boundary of the English and Welsh
tongues is now half-way across his parish, at the glen of Nant-Gwyllt.

8. In the county of Mounmouth 1 visited the parts of the Chepstow and Monmouth unions, District visited
some few parishes of the Newport union, the non-mining part of the Pontypool union, and the in Monmouth-
parish of Cwmyoy, and one or two others in the Abergavenny union. An agricultural labourer, if shire:
able-bodied, can in. this district earn as high wages as a miner. But it is, for the most part, a district
of small farmers; and their labourers ave housed and fed and treated like one of the family, so that
they can get one of them to work for much less money than.a wealthier farmer could. The mining
district occupies all the west of the county, except a strip along the sea-board, and includes, perhaps,
one-third of its extent, and three-fourths of the population (M. 64, 76,90). 'The wages of men and boys
there are so high that women are not tempted to (llo agricultural work,

9. In Radnorshire I only visited the union of Rhayadr, a purely Welsh district, and the part of District visited
Kington union in Radnorshire, which includes the borough of Radnor, the most prosperous part of the | Radnor-
county, a_dip of excellent land, surrounded on all sides by hills, and with the advantage of being the "
only district in the two counties where many of the proprietors reside. But these two districts gave
ample opportunities of judging the different chaiacteristics of Welsh and English farming as aftecting
the objects of our enquiry.

(1.} Exrrovsest or Wonex axp Cuinbrry ox Excrisu Farus.

10. On the circumstances of the English districts of Monmouthshire I do not propose to enlarge. Buglish and
They are very similar as regards the employment of women and children to those of English Welsh farming
counties deseribed in the Report lately presented. 1 may add, however, that in most respects T shouid c°“’P“."°dn“s_
consider the people in the two unions of Chepstow and Monmouth as well off; compared with those of 2,‘::;5?,‘;,'3“\1{‘
many other counties in England. The wages in money are not high, but perquisites are given of women and
which make it up to a shilling or two more ; the advantages naturally varying with the terms on children in
which the farmer and his labourers stand. At Newchurch the least Mr., Woodruffe, a large employer “sricutiure.
of labour, givesis 105, and two quarts of cider ; three of his mon have 10s. a week, and a cottage beside, Wages in
hutlie has only cottages to give.three of them!(48 M). At one time he gave corn, but that was when it Chepstow and
had risen to 8s. or 9s,; and this he continued to do until the market price had fallen below the 6s. ;;:,‘;i:l':"’“"‘

11. Throughout this: district Ifound ‘the usial reinark, that women will iot-work out to the oxtent ’
to which they used formerly. Tho usual ¢duse assigned was the rise in the rate of wages, but this ‘

1 had occasion to remark has not been very marked of late years, considering what might have been gimistion of
expected in a tract of land lying midway between the greatest coal fields in Wales and those of the women's
forest of Dean (M. 54, M..3). 'The clerk to the Newport Board of Guardians stated that wages in his labour.
distriet averaged from 18s. to 14s, a week, all counted (M. 54). Butin the neighbourhood of Monmouth

they were said to be only 9s, with perquisites. 1f we are, therefore, to accept it as granted that the 4 jyourers
reason for women not going out 8o much to work is that they are better off than they were, we must food.

seek for thoe reason in the fact of the necessaries of life being cheaper. As a rule, all the baking is

done at home, little meat is eaten from year's end to year’s end; except the flesh of one pig, which

nearly every cottager keeps. ‘

12, But a circumstance which struck me as accodiiting in some measure for women caring less to go Liberality of
out.to work was that suggested by Mr. Lyne, agént to Mr., Herbert of Llanarth (M. 55),—the facility of }e‘{i"c‘;.f‘““'
gotting Poor Law relief. ~ No womain everworks out 2 whole weck, say at the-most three or four days; ;
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allowing for wet days, washing days, market days, &c.. and for that they would only earn their 2s. 6d. or
3s., whereas they can get 2s. from the union equally well without wear and tear of elothes. It was
formerly the custom for a widow if able-bodied to go out and work for her family. As there are
incessant complaints from the guardians of the amount of the poor rates, it would cloarly be better
that more should be given in wages and less in charity.

18. The same remarks will apply to the English portion of Radnorshire. There it was the
subject of general complaint among the farmers that no women will work out. In this district
women’s labour has almost cntirely gone out now. Perhaps the low remuneration given may aceount
for it in some measure.  With low ™ wages scavcely enough can be made to cover the wear and tear of
clothes, the damage done by children left alone at home, and other incidents to the mother’s absence.

14, Asarule, on the east side of Monmouthshire, two or three women are employed on most of
the farms. But it is not to be supposed for that reason that they turn out every day of the year;
probably scarcely one works out oven every fine day ; there are certain busy times when they are
wanted ; at other times they stay at home. Most of those who work are labourers’ wives. The
principal woman’s work is topping and tailing turnips and swedes. A{ Usk, which is a large agricul-
tural village or small town (M. 80), the English and Welsh women do not work out much now: nearly
all the woman’s work has been taken by the Irishwomen, who came over in the time of the famine.
At this town and at Caerleon there are large colonics of Irish; they are mostly very poor, not such
skilled labourers as the natives, and consequently the women have to work to make out the purse.
“The pulling swedes sometimes falls upon the women too; this is very hard work (M. 27) involving
continual stooping ; they weed corn occasionally, as many ds eight doing it in @ row (M. 25), but
this is unusual in this county ; little weeding is done, there being a great deal of pasture more or
less good on the high grounds. Women are employed much to cut tiustles, and all over the part where
there are orchards 2 good deal of apple picking i done by them, as also potato setting and planting,
partly for farmers and partly for themselves in their own gardeus.

15. As to the proportion that the women who work out bear in number to those who stay at home,
this is dependent on local circumstances, principally the poverty of the district ; often on themere custom
of the place ; often on the fact of some particular farmer beinga large employer of female labour. The
high parishes between Monmouth, Raglan, and Chepstow are perhaps those in which women do most
out-door work ; in St. Arvan’s nearly all the women, oxcept those who make dresses, are glad to get
out-door work (M. 54). In Newchureh, a large parish on the hills, three parts out of four work out
more or Jess (M. 48) ; further north at T'relleck, one of th2 poorest parishes in the district, perhaps a
dozen women come out (M. $2) to make hay and reap, and Mr. Hewlett mentions one or tiwo as coming
out for him in the swede pulling. Mre, Hoskins, a lnbourer’s wife in Mitchell Troy, mentioned that
there are few who work out in her parish, speaking rather contemptuousty of those who do not (M. 27).
The further west we go we find less work done by women, tlie arable land diminishing and the farms
being smaller generally, but it is very difficult to lay down a general rule, as far west as Llanarth
(M.11). Where there are many Irish we find farmers taking their wives and children out to dig
potatues, and as an instanee of how local the differences are, in the parish of Llanvihangel Crugcorney,
scarcely o woman is employed at all, whilst in a neighbouring, (Herefordshire) parish only separated
by the river Monnow nearly every woman works (91 M).

16. The wages of women generally are from 10d. to 1s, besides a little cider in some cases. At
Trelleck (M. 32) where it is perhaps lowest, 2 woman gets 9d. or 10d. and some drink. At Mitchell
L'roy 10d. or ls. a day and drink (M. 27); a good deal of work is done by piceework, and at turnip
topping and tailing they will get near Chepstow (M..48) 6s. an acre, .

17. Few young women are employed in agricuiture now ; most of them go into service as soon as able
to carry a child, some will go as young as 10 or 12 ; those who.go very young, perhaps for their food;
those a little older for a few pounds ; the greater part go into farmhouses, but some go away to the
towns; as a rule, they prefer the latter, but the farm servico has its advantage in many ways, the food
is better (M. 54), and they are treated more on a footing of equality by their employers. Farm
service, however, does not merely include in-door work; many farm servants do as much work out of
the house as in, and this we find to bo more the case the further we come into Wales, where fewer
people are kept in regular employment.  As to young women working in the same manner as married
women, the cases are exceptional, and becoming more so. I seldom heard of more thau one-or two in
a parish, and in their cases there was usually some good reason that provented their going into service,

18. 1t scems by general consent to be allowed that field labour does not injurc the health. - No woman
to whom I spoke on the subject complained of ill effects, and farmers spoke of it as beneficial. As a
rule, however, except in the case of some few old women who have done it all their life, those who work
in the fields speak of it as a hard necessity, Mus. Cook (M. 41} is “glad todo it sometines, because
“ she has so many children, and wants some clothes-to put on them.” " Another woman at Magor, “is
« very glad todo it, as she must, would like not to if she could afford it” (M. 59). Mrs, Hoskins’
« husband has very bad health, can carn when in work 12s. aweek, sometimes only carns 2s.; last week
« had to earn nearly all the money myself ; am quite ready and willing to turn my hand to any work, out-
« door or in-door. Pulling swedes is very hard work, but am g‘ind to be able to do something.”
Opinions generally were expressed in favour of women’s labour ; that it does ot demoralise the women
themselves, and that their homes are quite as tidy as those of the women who are athome all day. Cer-
tainly, speaking from my own experience, it was impossible to judge from the appearance of a cottage
whether the mistress. works out or not.  1f she is a sufliciently.encrgetic woman to go out and.viork, she
will probably have sufficient energy to repair some amount of the-harm done by her children in her
absence. when she returns home ; and as in no ease does a woman work out every. day of the week, her
days at home will be better employed-than. those-of a woman who i always at home. - What has always
sesmed to me one of the worst-results of female labour is, that when the mother goes out an elder child
is kept at home to take -care of the baby. Mrs. Burris at Magor, leaves her second boy in charge;
he could not be much above 8- years old, .and the children havé to-do._as woll as they can while she:is
out (M. 41). The woman to whom I have before -alluded at Mitchell Troy (M. 27), has only vety
young children, % When I go out,” she says, “1 am obliged to leavé the children to fake care of
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¢« themselves ; one is only a few months old, and none is old enongh to take any real care of the Q.
« others, I lock them into the kitchen, and they play about ; I must leave a bit of fire because of the
“ supper, but it is dangerous, and I am always afraid they may come to some harm; still, we are so poor,
¢ 1 must go out to work.”

19. There is, of course, generally a girl old enough to take care of her little brothiers and sisters,
while her mother is out.  Schoolmasters complain much of this, and it is much to be deplored; still,
it is 2 question, whether being kept at home for such a purpose is not to some extent a training for
domestie duties, such as they never get at school, where such education extends only to needlework.

20. On these questions the opinions of gentlemen, who ave themselves great employers of female Enployers of
labour, are of much value. Mr. Woodruffe, of Newchureh, ¢ employs in harvest more women than female labour,
“ anyone near;” sometimes he has 20 out.  The system on which he goes is to give them as wages Mr: Wood-
the leasing of the field afterwards, and they are all very happy to come out. 1t s only for harvest, S‘,ffﬁ;l:\e“"
however, that he employs strange women, in everything clse he gives the preference to his labourer’s )
wives, and they arve always ready to come out when there is extra work to be done, unless there is a
child coming or just come. In hke manner also  the preference is given” on Colonel Clifford’s farm to
labourer’s wives, and his steward, Mr. Roper (M. 11), thinks ¢ women who come out are better and more
“ healthy looking than those who stay at home.” Mr. Thomas, who farms largely at Bleddfa (R. 86), 3 Thomas,
« lets out the swede pulling to wemen, who come to work with their children. ‘They do it by measure, Bleddfa.
¢ 14d. a row, 100 yards long. They arc not at it regular—do 1ot come very early in the morning.

« One workman's wife with two boys,—lumps of boys, who ought to be in service,—.got 5. tor pulling

 turnips about a month.  All the labourers™ wives, who have their hands free, are glad to come out.’

Mr. G. A. Haig (R. 88), who has a large extent of land in hand upon the Radnorshire hills at Llanba- G. A. ilig,
darn Fynydd, and is introducing tillage in lieu of the usual pasture, writes, “girls are very seldom Isq, Llanba-
« employed until they are 16 or 17. ~ At that age they are employad in turnip weeding and planting, durn, Fynydd,
“ and gathering potatoes, and binding corn in harvest. Women, both married and single, are employed

“ in the same occupations; they get ls a day. 1 employ a great many, sometimes 80 women and

¢ children. The employment is not constant ; it is intermittent, and depends on weather. On a fine

“ day o great many will tuen out, on a wet day, very few, or none at all. I think it would be & great

* hardship to restrict labour on land ; it would only injure the labouring classes. The occupation is

¢ healthy and liked by those engaged in it. I can get plenty of women for field work at 1s. a day;

% but the same women object to work in my laundry at 1s. 6d. a day, showing plainly that they consider

¢ the occupation a pleasant one.”

21. The employment of labourers’ children in agriculture is by no means excessive in any part of these Imployment
counties. As a rule, very few boys do work of any sort for farmers before the ages of 10 or 12 years ; of children in
about that age the boys will get ‘employment in a farmhouse, usually living there. Each farmer hag dsicuiture,
a boy or two in his farm. It & good boy, and he and the farmer get on, he will probably grow up in
the farm, and thus in many farms there will be no small boy at all; but when a new boy is wanted, a
i'ounger one is taken, generzlly a child of one of the labourers. The work done by such a boy is
ight, generally about the farm-yard, such as minding sheep or pigs, and horses. The okl system of
taking a little boy ‘to lead the horse while ploughing has almost entirely gone out ; pair-horse ploughing,
has almost entirely superseded the old tandem ploughing, and the ploughman himself can drive. ‘The
farmer himself naLurally prefers the new system, as saving the 6d. formerly given to the boy. Almost
all boys, when first regularly employed, seem to be taken iuto the farmhouse under the above system ;
it is an offshoot-of the Welsh ystem, as we shall see presontly. But boys are sometimes taken from
school at an earlier age to scare birds, which always scems to be the- first work for which they are con-
sidered adapted. 1t is carried on much on the same system as in most counties in England, but owing
to the great extent of pasture in Monmouth-and Radnorshire, is confined to some . districts, and prevails
little in others. They are generally found necessary in the neighbourhood of rookeries,—the ruly bird
that the farmers seem much to dread. The ages too at which they go are the same as 1 have seen before,
depending chielly on local circumstances, of which the principal is the poverty of the district, and in a
miner degree, the personal influence of squire or clergyman, and the quallity of the school. The parent
is chiefly responsible for the fact of a child going out very young ; the farmer naturally never inquires
his age; if only he seems a sturdy boy, he knows that one boy at 8 is as good as another at 10, OF
course, 1f the parents bo poor, it is a great ‘object to make the child support himself as early as possible.
Mr. Smedley, at St. Arvaus, told me that little boys run after him and ask him for employment. In Shire
Newton, which is a poor parish (M. 45), boys go as young as 8 to keep crows; in the adjoining parish
of Newchurch as carly as 7 (M. 47).  The Rev. C. R. Hall, of the parish of Shire Newton, who filled up
a circular for me, informed mo that the boys, who go away to keep crows, do not come back to school
much after; “they get apple picking, potato setting and picking, and when thoy get a little older,
“ holding horses ;” but 1 must say that his oxperience was rather exceptional. In ost parishes, I
was told that nearly every child, where there is a school handy, comes back for some short time at
least. during the winter. The schoolmaster at :Llantillio Crossenny, for instance, informed me that the
children who are taken away for .the -hay and corn-havvests, sometimes come back for a short time
between the -harvests. Holidays are given in- August for the harvest, and after that comes the potato
picking and apple picking, which keeps them out pretty well till November. After that they come
with tolerable regularity to school till the mowing begins.

22, ‘The work besides harvest work that detains them at other times, is such as the smallest child can  Apple picking,
be of assistauce in,—apple picking, and potato setting and picking. In such work they will often be potato setting
at work for their parents; or in the gardon of a friend of the parent, who will afterwards requite the 4 picking:
assistance. A good deal is done for farmers too, and this work they will do chiefly with their parents,

50 that except bird-keeping the child seldom works alone till settled in a farm.

23. Little-girls will also assist (M. 17, 18,) their parents in the same work, though not to the same Employment
extent as boys, but it is very light work and unobjectionable, except, perhaps, on-educational grounds, of little girls.
to which- the same remarks would apply as in the case of boys. P did not come across an instance of
o girl keeping birds; of coursesuch apple picking and potato picking as is done by girls, would only be
up to the age of 12.or 13, when they gointo service. The question of out-door work, as done by farm
servants, \vﬁl‘come‘under the head of Welsh farming,

Bird-hecping.
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Q. 24, With one more remark I shall conclude this portion of my Report; it is .ono-affocting the
morality of these counties. Although there is generally-something-against the character.of a- giﬁ who
works out in the fields, it is not in -consequence of such.work that she. has lost her character ; she
is usually a girl who has come to misfortune in farm service. A great deal of harm of this-kind arises
from the free intercourse between the servants, male and female.

2.)—EnrLovMexT o¥ WoMeN axp CuicpreN oN Wersn Fanys,

Welsh farms 25. In considering the peculiarities of Welsh farming, as affecting the employment of women and

B uduor on. children, 1 shall draw my remarks chiefly from the Rhayadr union in Raduorshire, and the Ponty

shire and Mon- Children, 1 shall draw my remarks chiefly from the Rhayadr union in Radnorshire, and the Pontypool

mouthshire,  union and parish of Cwmyoy in Monmouthshire, where we find a totally difterent state of things from
what we meet in the English districts. '

-’\if,f-\gfd“‘f\rdlfi- 26, The case of Mr. Edwards, of Maesygellig, Nantmel, in the centre- of the Rhayadr union,

of Haesyse8: s a fair specimen of a Welsh farm. He farms in all about 140 acres, of which only 28 are ploughed,
and the rest pasture; of the pasture, about 90 acres are hill side, for sheep, now enc oseé‘, but
formerly common, the rest being of a better description (R. 15).  Mr. Edwards milks nine cows, but
it is not on the dairy that the farmers depend, but on grazing; they grow little more corn and
roots than is necessary for farm consumption; and depend for the rente.and.profits.on the caitle and
sheep, sheep being the'more numerous up in the hills, a larger proportion of-cattle in-the valley farms.
In the hills the proportion of cattle to 200 sheep would be about 25 to 80 ; in the lower grounds, 50
or 60 cattle to the same number-of sheep (R. 83a). Mr. Edwards can work his farm with.two men and
ayoung fellow of about 1§, all of whom live in the house; as generally happens,-unless with gentleman
farmers. In his case all three of his workmen are his own sons. A 'large farmer in the \'aTley of the

- Lug (R. 36) told me that he-has six sons working on his farm ; they work with the farm-labourers,

: Jjustlike one of them. The whole permanent establishment at Mr. Edwards’, therefore, consists of his
three sons and one-farm servant,—a female, who does the milking. When harvest time comes it becomes
necessary 1o hire a man; and the wheat is let onf to a stranger to cut at 2s. or 2s 6d. and food. As
a rule, so little corn is grown on.these farms-that one extra hand, or, as often happens, the assistance
of some neighbour, is sufficient to get it all in. In the valley of the Usk, however, in Monmoutbshire,
where tho Welsh system of living in the house still prevails, theré-is more arable land, and. a larger
proportion of extra hands becomes necessary. T

Pontypool 27. Mr. Jenkius, of Glascoed (M 84),. who farms-about 180 acres, has only three men in Tegular

union, employ—his shepherd, who occupies the only cottage on his farm, and' his waggoner aud a boy of 14,

Mr. Jenkins,  who live in-the house. He dees everything else by job work. In harvest he would have a.good many

Gluseocd. out ; had three or four hands employed extra for a-month this-last summer, butnow (October) does not
require so many. His farm would be a fair specimen of the farms in the valley of the Usk. Some
slight modifications of these circumstances exist in various localities, dependent on where there is a
larger proportion of arable land, and where there are a few more cottages-on the farms:than the scanty
supply usually found in Menmouthshire. It was often given as .a reason for having men (R.18)
living-in'the house that there: are not sufficient cottages-for them {o live in; but,-in some instances,

Uiring fairs.  farmeys.have told'me that.they prefer to ‘have men living in the house (M. 68 ; R. 40). The farm
servants hired-thus ave hired annually at the hiring fairs, which still go on in these_two counties; in
Monmouthshire, at Monmouth and Abergavenny ; In Radnorshire, at Rhayadr and Penybont. Many
of the servants, even who have no idea of chauging their places, insist on having their holiday at the
fair, and then come back to their old place. Few, however, will stay at one place more than three or
four years (R.-20); the young men and-women like change. Everything is upset about the time of
the fair (May); you can get.no-ono to do-anything; all the?ettings take place from the-day of the-fair.
Mr, Wyatt, the Duke of Beaufort’s agent, speaks of these mop fairs, as they .are Jocally -termed, as
one of the:greatest evils of the county.  ““ As many as 500 young men.and women come to the great
 mop fair at Monmouth, which takes:place in:May. They hirve thiemselves out-for the year, and.most
¢ of them come back again at the cnd.of the year fo the next fair. They are generally worse
“ characters than the people-who keop steadily to one place ; .they never seem to.get attached to one
“locality. They do a :leu] of harm in ‘the town; eaclr public-house has its ﬁ&dler, and a ddinco
« gonerally takes placo; they are almost all unmarried.” No inquiry seems to be made into character
on these oceasions; it is a_question only of who is a good workman or workwoman, and the demorali-
zation -can easily be imagined consequent on young womien waiting in the market-place to be hired.
T regretted.much that the time-of year of my tour m Wales prevented my being present at & “mop
% fair,” s0 that I canuot speak of'it from my own experience.

Varmservants. 28, In the wilder districts, however, there is & more clannish feeling, and a servant once hired is
more willing to stay in his place;.and grow up in it. In the Welsh farms the servants are as well.off,
often more so, than their masters. Many of-them- will get 16/.-or 17/ & year (R. 20), and.as they have
no expenses, except.clothes, .a saving. man ean:put by nearly the whole of it.. In afarm at Cwmdauddwr
there was a farm servant,.a man 85 years of.age, worth. 200, When a labourer marries he-has to leave

Farm servants  the farm very-often; for many.of t%lesekfm-ms ave .quite. unprovided with cottages. In. many cases,

turn to farmers, however, whon a young man has.been some time in service, and put by -a little.money,.and a-servant
girl the same, they will marry,.and set up afarm-on their own-account.with-a eapital of perhaps 807 to
100/, But this system is going out very much now ; the.farms arve being consolidated into laiger:
holdings, which.require. more capital, and cottages are being built, consequéntly -there-isiless-chance for
a’labourerto rise to-be-a:farmeér,  In:tho-valley of the Usk nearly:all- the. married:ivion work by.thé job
at 2s. to 25.6ds a day. There are-very few married rhen in regular employ 5 but they arevery little out

Jobmenin  of work, unless :thicy:chdose to. be so ; there is always road. work. or-fencing -to ho done, if not haryest,

“l‘."““m“"" turnip pulling, or mowing; -then:there is a:good-:deal of wood-cufting in the.wintéx,:and:the wives.and

shire. childron, if they donotyworkn the fields,.can:make a:good deal of money:by. nutting:and the whinharvest
in some.parts-(M.:84, 87). . ~Besides this many.such inenshave:small'holdings-of their. own, héld.under n

Mutunl assist-  nominal rent-sometimes;to inost.of which gdrdens-are attached, considerably:larger than in most English.

:gffc‘grﬁ“%‘l‘:;: counties.  In this.district (M:.87) men generally jprofer ifrezulay job-work ;:they-\ant to got on.the.roads

mouthshire -OF railway. On:the:othér:hand,sup:zouithe Radnorshire hills; in the:Cwmyoy-valleyin Monmouthshite,

hills, and, I believe, on the Monmouthshire hills; the .quit<deor «agricultural labourer:hardly exists. Thero

o ta
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ve not 30 many hands.waunted liere,.and, o -car&)entergor anybody else will come out for a few.days ; o.
‘there-is no-real searcity of male labour. “We help- one another too,” says Mr. Price, of Maesgwyn i
(R. 40), “often lend one-another a.team ; -and in the case of small farmers, they will often go out

¢ together, and get in the harvest on-one farn first, and then off to the next. 1t is a system very hard

“ for. English peoplo to understand ; but the labourers here are not many, and those that are are as well
‘“.off'as many of.tRe farmers. Many of the people are half farmers, half labourers ; men, for instance,

« who pay 151 or 201 -a- year rent, will work a day-or two on their own land, and the rest of the week

“ at2s.-a day for-some larger farmer” A farmer in Old Raduor, who farms 90 acres, of which half is

arable, with only two men Ti\'ing in'the house, if he wants another hand in summer gets one of the
neighbouring lime-burners to-come out.(R. 28). One.of them will often borrow his team in the winter,

saying. if he-will lend it he will do-a day’s work for him in the summer.

29, Fiony:this it may-besseen that on a Welsh-hill farm, such as those in these two countics, there is no Little room
room for organized-female employment. Labourers’ wives, in fact, wheve there are labourers, seldom f‘;7 female em-
or:never wark out at all: but:as we have seen in every farm thero are one or more. female servants, hifaem -
whose work is by no means always:confined. to the house. 1 heard, however, general complaints among )
the farmers, that the girls are now getting:above out-door work, and consider themselves only called
upon-to:do-houschold work. 15 the west.of Radnorshire farmers like to get a Cardiganshire girl; she
will do a lot of out-door work, such as all the milking,and going.out to spread manure, &e.  But when
they come into this-county they soon.get. above that; they will-come at about 16, but in two vears they Female farm
wilf be as particular as the Radnorshire girls (R.17). It seems that the natives of Radnorshire servants.
appreciate a hardworking-wife;; for in Cwmdauddwr parish I heard: as one of the reasons of Welsh
being-still talked there that so-many of -the men have-married girls from Cardiganshire, where Welsh
is still talked. Radnorshire girls will generally begin ‘service.at from 12 .to 15-years ofage; it is the
career ofnearly all of them ; they stay in service .usually till they marry. A carpenter’s daughter to
whom Ltalked at Newbtidge (R. 11).had gone to service- at 13 in a farmhouse ;. she would do a little
out-door -work now and then, sucli. ds setting potatoes and going out in the harvest; sho did .the
‘milking-¢o0.  She and ayoung man.of 20 were the -only people working on the farm besides the
farmer and his-son.

30: The girl thus employed.is howeser-in-no sense a drudge; she is treated-on a footing of equality in Farmers®
every respect, such as baving her meals with the family, and such work as she is expected to do is only daughters.
that doné by his daughters, if the farmer has any. Tn casesvhere a farmer who is not a rich man, and
few are rich here, has:daughters, he-will-often have no servant at all, his wife and daughters doing all
the-women’s work (R.9,10). On one-point only .did Lhear complaints as to the system, and those were Immorality
on the ground -of immorality. The: Rév. W. Williams writes. (R. 23).:~“"The morals of the young 's’,‘ﬁﬁ“‘l“""
“ womén in- this distri¢t are I fear -vety :much: corrupted.. It is with much regret that I state that =
“ it is quite the exception for-young women of the rank of farmer’s-daughters and.downwards to be
“ married before they-are far gone with child:” -Owing to the children being. mostly located. in farm-
lones at 13 (M. 97), there is little.crowding in-cottages; and little harm can be traced to that.

81. As'arule in the hill country farmers’ children %egin work considerably earlier than labourers’, Employment
Some of them begin at.8 years.of age to work for their parents ; not-only the: children of small farmers, ;"flfg;g(l;cc'l‘s"’
but those of the large farmers:too (M. 96), A. farmer with a small holding in the Cwmyoy valley '
told-mo that his boy began to woik almost-as soon as he could. wglk, and could lead a horse at 7
or & years of age (M. 973. “ A farmers' boy,” he added, ¢ ﬁenemlly manages a horse better than
“a labourorfsﬁ)ecuuse ‘he "begins earlier. A labourers” boy does not begin till 10, and has not the
¢ same advantages.” He hasnot the'same opportunitics of being.about with. his father and his-elder
brothers and the horses. The farmer’s family living nearly as much out of doors as indoors,. it
is a child's amusemeiit to get- away among -the horses. When a little older he is proud of being able
to drive the sheep and-cattle-and set and pick potatoes. There isno bird-keeping, and all ploughing
is dono by pair-horse teams, so-that.a boy is' not necessary to lead the horses, though often he will
come ouf; for his own amusement, and although there are not birds. to be scared, a farmer will often
plant a little-hit of land with corn without fencing:it and keep his -children;at home to keel) the cattle
out of it. A farmer finds it :@n economy to employ his.own children,.and will rather work them than a
‘Tabourer’s child' whom he-has to pay (R. 20). As to.their being overworked, we hear nothing of that,

(3.)—EbucaTion.

32. 1t is very satisfactory to find that, though hitherto very ill-provided with schools, .considerable Schools newly
efforts are being made in the-hills to repair the deficiency, In the- union of Rhayadr, which contains }l’.‘"tlf.’“ hill
only nine Radnorshire parishes, I couirted no less than four schools built during tho few late years, and “"*>
at anothier parish there is orie'just going to be commenced. To got up the funds for these schools has
generally 'been a work.of time and-dificulty; tho-resident gentry are few, and the farmers pour, their
money is hardly-earned, and so not lightly to ‘be:parted with (R. 14), besides though thinking it right
that_every child should kiow'how to :rerd and: write: they do not think itwccessary he should know
-much more. "That that amountis iﬁéqeséurrh()wgver seems-generally agreed, and: I found-among the
farmers in this Ainion, .especially-on the hills; a gréat wishe that their children should be educated to
‘that extent. Thus in'the valley of the Wye, where-fora distance of 10 miles there is no other school,
one of the ‘farmors Who'has a good deal of room has.given a room in his farm for :the.purpose, and
the neighbours lavé c‘()mbinég to 'keep: aschoolmaster for thesix wintor months. ‘Lhere is an
attendance of dbout: 15 children (R:.20%): P )

83. In.an ordinary English parish-one-such school .as exists in-most parishes.of .this union would be Extent of
suflicient, hut the extent-of tliese: Radnorshire parishés is'very great, and the population very scattered. lf‘f“c‘:“f?d‘\“"”"
Thus :the parish of Cwmdauddwr:contains 82,000 acres; that ‘of Nantmel is'10-miles long; that of ¢giool attend-
Cwmyoy in Monmouthshire-is seven:miles loiig< the population-of. -Cwmyoy. is-little over 600, that of unce.
‘Cwmdauddwy not quite 800, and that 6f Nantmel-about 1;400; so. that each- of these: parishes having-a
capital school thouse. Would; if compact; liuve sufficieiit -accomniodation for all the-children resident
‘there. . o ' Tt . -

. 84 Of these parishes Cwmdauddwr is -perhaps the most infortwiately sitnate. ‘I'lio: school s.in Cwmdanddyr
‘on¢ corner close to Rhayadr,.and-is more-a town than.a country, school: in fact, au arrangement * hools,
I 4
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is made by which the boys come to Cwmdauddwr school, the girls to Rhayadr. It is open to all
denominations, but on Sunday each chapel has its separate school. The exertions of a resident squire
have provided to a certain extent for a higher part of the parish, Nant Gwyllt, five miles from the
other school, and here there is often an attendance of 50 children in a neighbourhood very sparsely
inhabited. Besides these two schoels there is that in the Wye valley mentioned above, but there is a
large mountain tract, within reach of which there is no school. It is a subject, however, for congratula-
tion that the distances to which the children will often come to school are considerable ; often they will
walk, there and back, as far as four or tive miles (R. 1), bringing their dinner to school with them to
cat there. Some of the farmers even go to the ~xpense of boarding and lodging them in Rhayadr for
the advantage of the schools.

35. At Abbeycwmhir, the schoolmaster mentioned two boys, the sons of men with small holdings
(R. 8), who lodge in the village. He has children coming as far as from four miles, and some littlo
ones who come nearly two miles.

86. At Newbridge (R. 6) “there are a good many come four and five miles, walking there and back
“ every day; some from the adjacent parish of Disserth.”

37. In Nantmel, which has an area of 16,000 acres, there are two schools, the National school and
a British, a mile and a half distant from one another. The rector (R. 14) wants very much to get
some more schools, as all children in cutlying parts have to go to other parishes or to no scheol at all.
In parishes such as Nantmel and Cwmdauddwr some children never go to school at all; but the
people send them if they can. At Newbridge, where there is a very cnergetic schoolmaster, the people
seem to take a great interest in their school,—~a capital building erected two years ago. On the day on
which I visited 1t there were present three young men, and as many big girls. The young men have
been in service, but have only taken service this time for six months in order to come to school the
six winter months. The schoolmaster himself (R. 6) attributes a portion of this interest to the fact of
the people having felt the want of a school so long.

88. With regard to the regularity of scheol attendance, 1 found in the instances in which statisties
were given that on 2 rough computation two-thirds of the ¢hildren on the books attended on an average
daily throughout the year, the attendance in winter being always better than in summer.  For though
naturally the weather and shortuess of days preveuts many ot the distant children from attending
school in winter with regularity, this is amply compensated by the fact that all the cluldren, who
work out on their fathers’ farms, or for farmers, work in the summer months, and there is little work
done by childrenin winter. The differeace therefore isnot very great.  The Rev. Mr. Evans, of Abbey-
cwmhir, a parish in which there is scarcely a village at all, and nearly all the children come some
distance to school, was good enough to provide me with his statement of average attendance during the
four quarters of year (R. 2), from which it will be seen that the best attendance was in the two winter
quarters, the months of October to March, the average being in the two quarters 44 to 46, It was
much the worst in the spring quarter, when it had fallen to 83 ; in the summer had risen again to 4].
The proportion of attendance to the number on the register diftered little throughout the year, except
that In the quarter from January to March the proportion was far better than at any other time, 48 to
57, against in the preceding quarter, 45 to 67. In the three Cwmdauddwr schools (R. 20) the average
summer attendance was 68 boys against 81 in winter, and 82 girls against 39. It must be recoliected
that at the principal school there are only boys. At the Cwmyoy school, which I visited in November,
there were 28 children present, out of 27 on the books that week. IFrom January to March the
schoolmistress estimated the attendance at about 10 more; in the swmmer it dwindles to 11, and they
only little ones,—the youngest aged 2, the eldest, a girl, 11 (M. 95). Asa rule, the labourers’ boys
stay later in age than the farmers’, and also come more regularly ; few of the former begin any work
before 10 years of age; of the latter many only come to school at intervals of work.

39. In the English districts of these counties children are taken away from school usually at
an age in proportion to the general poverty of the parish or the personal influence exercised
in the parisllx by clergyman or squire, the influence of the clergy of all denominations being naturally
less than in most English counties, in consequence of the variety of forms of religion that prevail;
but now that pair-horse ploughing has come in there is little work for very small boys to do for
the farmers, Thus in the -parish of Llangwym, onc of the few of any considerable extent in
which there is now no schooll),‘ the vicar assured me (M. 49) that he did not believe that on that
account the boys go earlier to work—¢“there is really little work for boys to do.” In the hill
districts between this parish and Chepstow children are taken the earliest to work. The Rev. R.
Hall, at Shirenewton (M. 40), says, that “boys go as young as 8 to keep crows, and do not come
“ back much after; they get apple-picking, potato setting and picking, and, when they arc a
“ little older, holding horses.” The schoolmaster at Newchurch mentioned that “children are taken
% as early as 7 to work in the fields ; they generally begin at crow-keeping a few weeks in the spring ;
*¢ also for nutting, potato setting, apple picking, and leasing; they all come back again. Girls leave
“ the school at 9 to 11, and get vegular work, if they can, generally farmhouse work.”  The school-
master at Magor says (M, 61), that “the time of year when boys are taken away to mind erows is in
% September and October, ‘here is a boy of 10 away minding crows now. In April and May they
“ go to plunt potatocs. As a rule, they come baclk, but the schoolmaster generally has to go oft’ to
“ the cottages to see about getting them back. I am going. after two or three to night.” The school-
mistress at Raglan says, “Boys are taken away for a time very often, but they come back generally;
“ they go to mind the birds.” Some have been away, and are now away potato picking. Some go
“ vory young, at 7 or 8 years of age. In summer quite a third of the children go; they come back
“ about now, and will be off again in the spring.”

40, In poor parishes a gooﬁ many children are kept away from school “because of the penny”
(M. 47). Sometimes when tho-Monday is very wet they are keptaway from school all the weelk ; but when
the Monday is fine, and the penny once paid, the parents will send them pretty regularly all the
week, Tt sounds at first an absurdity to suppose that one penny can be any greit consideration, but
when it is recollected that in many cases there are some four, fivé, or siX children of an age to go to
school, and there is only 9s. or 10s. in money coming into the house weekly, it is a great temptation,
especially where the management is not good, to keep the children idling at home. Distance 1s often

* Money hus been collected, and one is immediately to be commenced.
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an obstruction, especially in wet weather, though’not to the same oxtent as in the hills; but there ave Q.
several -parishes (M. 46), especially the smaller ones, which have no school at all, and the children from
these, who ace not within reach of a neighbouring parish, get little or no schooling at all. At
Llangwym, where-there is a population of 400, some 10 or 12 children go to the adjoining parish of
Llansoy, and some few to other neighbouring' parishes ; the rest go to no school at all, except one or
two .dame schools, which are now and then established for a time, and then die out. Of course, in
every parish there are some few families who do'not appreciate the advantage of schooling, perhaps
never having been themselves, or wanting the money for other purposes,—too often drink. - Their
children either never go to school, or very seldom, and then only when pressure is put on them. At
Magor even, which is on the whole 2 well-managed parish, there is a cottage close to the school, the
children in-which never come to school, except on Sunday.

41. On the subject of night schools I need make few remarks, principally for the reason that there Night schools.
are hardly any in these counties. This is easy to understand in the hill parishes, because, on account
of their greaf extent, it is absurd to expect the people to come out at night, after a long day’s work a
walk of several miles to school and back. In the lower grounds I cannot help thinking that the cause
of their being so few is the variety of forms of our religion into which the people are split up.  As
long as the teachers are content to teach reading, writing, and arithmetic all goes well; but 1 have
always found that-owing to the work done by the schoolniasters during the day they are little able
to teach at night,-and the work generally falls on the elergyman, who naturally wishes to add religious
teaching. Among'other difficulties one gentléman told me that his greatest was that he could not get
the boys hewanted. What'he wanted-was the’boys who had lately left the day school, and the young
men, and ‘he found that those who cameé were too often the-boys still of an age to come to the day
school; who made the night school rather an excuse for not coming to the other. Another gentleman
told me as a reason for -his night school’ having failed that he'thought all the children already kiew
when they left the day school as much as was taught &t the-night school. )

49, In these counties I found; as a rule, that boys’ labour as required by farmers ‘need clash-very At what age
little with the school. It was & generally expressed-opinion among the farmers that boys under 12 are g:qfl‘;fe“g?..s
redlly of very little use (M. 39), and certainly I feel' sure that riobody in these counties employing 1abour? Y
labour could have reason to object te any of the very moderate recommendations embodied in your late
report on the English counties.  The boys I found keeping birds were generally about 10 or 11 years
of age,—a little younger in sore-instances,—but even those -so employed are, or can be, at school, if
thére is one within-reach, at least half of the year. A great deal of work is done by them as little
children in their parents’ gatdens, for many-labourers have large holdings, and a great deal by farmers’
children for their parents.

4.—CoTTAGES,

48. Throughout the greater part of Monmouthshire I am sorry to say 1 had occasion to observe Paucity of
that thie cottages were not at all up to the matk of those in Radnorshire, either as to quality or as to cottages in
numbers.  One peculiarity which "accounts for this in some measure is the quantity of small freeholds “{?““‘“‘h'
and what are called cot-rents,—cottages which pay only a small, in ‘many cases a nominal, rent té the *'
landlord. OFfthese there are more than 800 on the Duke of Beaufort’s estate alone. The reasons Cotrents.
which have led to their growing up are various; principally that some years ago little narrow strips
of*land were left along the sides of ‘the roads, land not being so valuable as now ; or that, a new road
being niade, perhaps a corner was cut off’ a farm, so small that it was not thought worth while to re-
énclose it. gome itdividual would put up a little cotfage here, generally a mere hovel at first, but
in course of time as he becamé more sure of not being disturbed in his possession, would improve the
house, and take in more arid more garden land along the roadside, till there has grown up in some
parishes,—Raglan, for instance,—a sort of long narrow field cutting off the farm from the roadside, and
cub up into small holdings, each with a garden, sometimes with an orchard attached, and sometimes
even, if the holding be larger, a bit of corn or roots. Seme of these are freeholds; but the greater g gyction of
part pay some small rent to an adjoining proprictor. Tlhe greater number of these cotters pay 105 & small free-
year, some as low as 6d. (M. 78). The system, hoiever, is going out very much now ; veryfew of the holds,
small frecholds are left. 'When, ‘the present proprietor of Dingestow (M. 23) cameinto his property all
thé cottaires were owned by squatters, some’ frecholds, some cot-rents; he has now bought up all the
freeholds, the people coniing and asking him to do it. It sounds very well at first that eveiy labourer
should have his own little holding, but it too often ends in his only making use ‘of it to borrow money
ivhich he can never repay, and getting into the haiids of some sfiall money-lender, who will'sell him up
mercilessly. The copyholders ought to be better off than the frecholders, for they pay smalirents, and are
therefore ‘goss able to mortgage, while their cottage is obtained practically almost as cheap as a free-
hold. The. fact of theé matter is that a freeholder with this cottage' nortgaged is worse off than a tenant
atits full’ value, inasmuch 'as ‘lie must pay ‘the interest or will 'be gold up, and never have a repair
glone' for him, -while his landlord'is far niore likely to be lenient; and is expected to keep the building
in repair. ’ S ‘

44.I Some of the cots ‘are wretched hovels: others again, where a fnan. has thriven, dre often very Condition of
good houses. At Raglan I saw one hardly fit to live in, and another a capital slated cottage, two cots,
stories high, with three windows on thé top storey and oneé on each side of the door below (M. 20),
The Duke’s agent told me “that his cotters are a-great digadvantage to him. Remarks are oftei inade
as to tho badness of their] cottages, and made uideservedly; he. can do nothing for them but pull
them down altogether, or improve them aid raise the rent,’ "To do thé latter is very difficult, for they
do not at all understand the valiie of a godd cottage (M. 24). 'Théy have- only oné ddvantage that I
could sec; they all have capital gardens: nearly every gottage is Monmouthshire has an excollent
garden. At Usk, I saw from the rate'book that nearly every cotter has at least an acre of land; in ono
page of: about. 20 holdings were only two less than an acre (78). Usk itself, which is called a town, is
really a verylarge éolléétion of houses and gavdens, nearly every house having 2 good gurden at its'back.

45, The cottors arve much poover_than. the .ordinary agricultural labourer who gets 25 a day. Cotters very
They will work for 1s. Gd. o day, and only work by job work, getting a job from a farmer now and poor,
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then. Most of them have built their houses close to the woods, and some earn a good deal of money
in the winter as woodmen, but a good deal of pilfering goes on besides, the women taking wood not
only for their own firing, but also to sell to the bakers in the towns (M. 4, 24).

46. The worst cottages that I saw in Monmouthshire, next to those of some of the poover cotters,
were those on the outskirts of the smaller towns, inhabited by agricultural labourers. Iui this county
it bas been for a long time not the habit for landed proprietors to build cottages, and consequently in
such towns as Usk and Caerleon there is a large agricultural population, going out in many instances
long distances to work. “There is one parish in the Newport union which Tas little population beyond
the rector’s family. The vicar of Caerleon (M. 64) mentioned that some of his parishioners go out to
work at parishes four and five miles distant. People zo out from Usk to work at Llaungibby, parts of
which are three and four miles distant (M. 84). The same thing is found over most of the county.
The great scarcity of cottages has of course a tendency to keep up the vents, and, as a rule, in
Monmouthshire I found rents paid for cottages disproportioned to the income of the labourer, except in
the case of proprietors living on their land, who are aware that it is impossible to ask a labourer more
than 1s., or at most lIs. 6d.,, a week cottage rent without impoverishing him. At every meeting of Boards
of Guardians that ] attended the general complaint was that they wauted more cottages. They have
done tolerably weil without them up to the present time by keeping labourers in the house: but as
the farms have been consolidated the farmer has begun to find the need of cottages for some of his
men in regular employ to live in. He has not room for all in his house, and ke is a higher class f
man, and cannot live with his servants. But the great question we have had to deal with all along
comes of how cottage property is to remunerate the owner, and yet not be too expensive for a
labourer to live in. "L'oo often we find the labourer quite content to live in a poor place that is really
worth no more than the 81. a year he can afford ; but it is the general opinion now that such places are
unfit for a man to live in, and avy landlord who has such cottages on his property is justly the subject
of comment. The Union Chargeability Bill, which was passed to prevent people from pulling down
their cottages with a view to escaping rates, has not had much effect as yet. 1t was passed with the
object of taking away the benefit that accrued to the agriculturist by forcing the town to pay for his
old and feeble, and so inducing him to build cottages, but it has not had this result. The factis,
remarks Major Herbert in allusion to this question, cottages will not pay, and people will not build
them (M. 90). Mr. Lyne (57), Mr. Herbert of Llanarth’s agent, calcnlates that a .good cottage costs
1007, and to make it pay you must charge 8. rent a year, whereas 8/, is about all a labourer can
afford. Lord Tredegar calculates that a cottage must pay 6 per cent. to remunerate the owner. He
charges 8l for a labourer’s cottages, which is about half its:value (M. 55). But,.of course; it. is only
large proprietors who can afford this liberality. The class of cottages that are built in small agricul-
tural towns belongs generally to small proprietors, who must make profit out of them, and can only do
so by stinting repairs, and asking a large rent. 1t is a somewhat rare thing in Monmouthshire to find
o three-bedroomed cottage, but one redeeming feature of the cottage property in the county is that
there is little overcrowding. The children, boys and girls, are almost all taken at 12 or 14 years of age,
some carlier, to service in the farm houses, consequently little immorality can be traced to this
cause ; we must seek most of it, as before stated, in the farmhouses themselves.

47. In the hill farms of Radnorshire there is little nced for cottages ; a greater necessity is, of course,
arising now with the enlarging of the farms, and we find that in many instances old farm houses are
turned into cottages for the labourers. Where the English farming has peneirated at all the county
may be compare(i to its advantige with Monmouthshire. In the course of my tour I saw in many
quarters symptoms of great activity in_cottage building ; on the road, for instance, from Newbridge
to Rhayadr, and from Pesybont to Abbeyewmhir. At the latter place Mr. Phillips has built Jately
some excellent brick cottages, for which he charges only 4/ rent; but they are rather on too expensive
a scale to serve as a general type of model cottages, costing him 400/ a pair (R. 5); they are
sufficiently good for the village schoolmaster to live in one. At Doldowlod the sume remarks
would apply. Inthe village of St. Harmon's, one of the worst out-of-the-way parts of the country,
though some of the cottages were very bad, I was glad to sec that decided improvement has been made
of late years, principally owing to the railway, the benefit of which to this county is apparent in almost
every part. ‘There seemed to be three different classes of cottages. ‘The old ones, of which there
cannot be above half-a-dozen now, and which are gradually disappearing, would form the first class.
One I visited consisted of only two rooms, separated from one another by a partition, of which a high
old-fashioned fire-place seemed to be the principal part. The walls were built of rubble, and thatched,
and the roof so low that inside a man putting up his hand could touch any part (R. 19). The whole
kitchen was so small that when the Rev. Mr. Evans, who took me there, and I were inside, there
seemed little room for ourselves, or the three other people we found there, to move. ‘T'he next class
were more substantial looking buildings of stone with tile roofs, but only one story high. ‘The
best class seemed as good as one could wish anywhere,—stone and tile, and two stories high, These
last only have been built since the railway came and facilitated the transport of stone and Time. But,
as above stated, some of the worst specimens of cottages are to be found in the outskirts of the
agricultural towns, in Rhayadr, for instance (R. 1), and in Cwmdauddwr, which is in fact a suburb of
Rhayadr. In this latter place (R. 22) I visited some cottages in no degree better than the very
worst at St. Harmon's, and there did not seem to be the same sort of - improvement geing on.  The
suburban cottages, inhabited by agricultural labourers, as a rule, belong to small men living in _lhe
town, whereas the few cottages situate in the country belong to the landed propriciors who, being
richer men, can afford to give more money for repairs and ask a lower rent. There are in Monmouth-
shire, as far as I saw, few cottages as bad as some of those in Radnorshire: but the progress of
improvement is far more rapid in the latter country than in the former,

1 have the honour to remain, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

January 9, 1870, ROBERT F, BOYLE,

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c¢) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



Mr. Portman.

m,

Glamorgan-
shire.

m.

‘68

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

EVIDENCE accompanying Mr. PORTMAN’S REPORT.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.
™~

GLAMORGANSRIRE. Page ™~ . Pago
Meeting of Cowbridge Farmers’ Club - - 68 | Gower - - - . . -7
Evan David, Esq. - - . - 70 | Vale of Neath - . - R -
Mr. Stephenson - - - - -, | Lantwitt Major - - - - .79
Cardiff Union Industrial Schools - - - 71 :
St. Fagan’s - - - - - Brecoxsuire.
Peterston - - - - - . | Brecon Union - - - . - 80
Llantrissant - - - - - 72 | Penpont - - . . . -
Wenvoe - - - - - -, | Rev. G. Williams - - - - 8,1
Llantrithyd - - - - - 73 | Devynock - - . . -
Bonvilston - - - - - 5 | Llywell - - - - R .82
Penmark - - - - - , | Llangorse District - - - -
St. Hilary - - - - - 74 | Llandetty - - - R -
Laomaes - - - - - - 5 | Cwmda - - - - . - 88
St. Athan - - - - - 75 | Llangenny - - - - -
Bridgend Board of Guardiang - - - 76 | Llanbeder - - - - . 84
Newecastle, &c. - - - - -y | Llangattock - - - . _
Bettws - - - - - -77 | Hay - - - - - - 85
Rev. C. R. Knigh - - - - 5 | Llanigan - - - - - -
Coychurch - - - - - 3 | Builth - - - R . 6

GLAMORGANSHIRE.

1. MEETING OF THE CO\I:'BRIDGE FARMERS
’ CLUB.

November 2nd, 1869.

The Rev. H. Morgan, of St. Athan’s, occupied the
chair, and there were also present Mr. J. Garsed,
Dr. Lewis, Rev. C. R. Knight, Rev. Mr, Wood, Pen-
mark, Mr. Bodington, Mr. T. Wright, St. Nicholas,
Mr. Gordon, Tondu, Mr. Culverwell, Mr, John
Thomas, Mr. R. Evans, Mr. Price, Mr, Alexander,
Monkton, Mr. Howe, Rev. T. Edmondes, Rev. T.
Williams, M.A., Mr, L. V. Huntley, Mr. H. Garsed,
Mr. T. Thomss, St. Hilary, Mr. L. Thomas, Tydraw,
Major Turberville, Mr. D. B. Davies, Eglwysbrewis,
&c.

Mr. Gordon, of Tondu, said he had had some
experience in regard to the employment of women
for agricultural purposes. ~ He agreed with M,
Portman that if married women were employed
from January to January in field labours, their homes
were not what they should be. But with regard to
unmarried females from 14 to 18 years of age he
approved of their being employed.  When over 18
years they generally got married, and were, in his
district, rarvely seen afterwards at field work. With
regard to the age at which children should be em-
ployed, his experience led him to the conclusion that
1t was not desirable to employ boys under 10 years of
age. He thought that up to that age they should be
sent to school, and as a father of children he should
be sorry to see them go to work before that age.
Indeed he did not think that boys should be employed
much between 10 and 12 years, for if they had boys
on their farms they must put them to hard work,
which was perhaps too hard sometimes for boys of
that age. With regard to the distances which the
agricultural Inbourers had to travel before reaching
their homes, they varied very much in the district.
He thought no married woman with a family should
be required to commence work before half-past eight
in the morning, so that she might be able to attend
to her family before leaving home, and ulso have time
to walk the one or two miles which she has generally
to go before reaching her work. She should have
one hour for dinner, and be allowed to leave work so
as to reach home about half-past five, so that she
might have time to prepare for her husband’s return,
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He had found that by letting the women have a little
time in the evening, it had generally resulted in their
having happicr homes. The hours of unmarried
women should be from eight to six o'clock. As to
the health, he found few people more healthy than the
women employed in the fields, aud illness was much
less amongst them than was the case with those
employed in factories and indoors. Education, he
thought, was very deficient, and he should like to see
some steps taken which would guard against a con-
tinuance-of the present-state of ignorance. “The only
way to do this, he thought, was to put the means of
cducation within the reach of the children. Let
them put education within their reach at a low rate.
But he did not approve altogether of making it com-
pulsory. They could not expect that. the result of
such a system would be felt so much.by the present as
the next generation, which would probably send their
cluldren to school without being asked, He thought
that they could spare their boys between 12and 14, in
the winter months, to go tv an evening school two or
three times a week. His own impression was that
bays between 12 and 14 would be likely to derive
more advantage in two hours than during ten hours
in the day before they were 10 years old, because by
the time they reached 12 or 14 years they would
have began to appreciate the ndvantages of educa-
tion.

The Rev. Mr. Wood, Penmark, said he was opposed
to women between 14 and 18 years of age working in
the fields. He thought that the most critical part of
their lifetime, and their employment in fields then ex-
posed them to many dangers which had a prejudicial
cffect upon their welfare,

Mr. Robert Howe, of St, Marychurch, said that
Mr. Gordon’s experience related to the neighbourhood
of the tip girls; buc the Vale of Glamorgan was
different. He (the speaker) had never seen girls of
from 15 to 17 years of age working in the fields, but
he had found married women assisting their husbands
during harvest time, It was not a general thing in
the neighbourhood for women to be employed in the
fields, except in clipping turnips and picking weeds,
and occasionally at harvest time. As a general rule,
the woman had a house and several children, The
boys were sent from home to the farmhouse, where
they received 44, or 51, and that money was generally
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.reckoned upon by the parents to pay the rent, or buy
a pig, or Something of that sort. Boys and young
girls were, however, not as a rule employed in the
Vale of Glamorgan. The children were generally
taken care of by the rector of the parish. A penny a
week generally paid for the school, and the rector
took care of them on the Sunday. There was gene-
rally, also, a night school, and 'he (the speaker) took
care that his boys had an hour or two at night to go
to it. That was in the Vale of Glamorgan. He
thought that boys should be sent from home when
they were from 8 to 9 years of age, for if they were
kept at home till they were 18 or 14 they thought it
a hardship to have to go to work. If they kept them
till that time he thought they would have to make
additions to their workhouscs and gaols.

Mr. Portman asked Mr. Howe at what age he gave
boys 41 or 51 a year ?—DMr. Howo replied, when they
were about 10 years of age, and that was exclusive of
their keep.

Mr. Alexander, of Monkton, said when he was
young—or within the last 20 years—the rule was to
keep women working in the fields in his parish, and
he had scen as many as 80 women on a farm in a day.
Now it was very difficult to get any women to work
in the fields, and it was the exception for them to do
so now. This was principally owing to the increase
of wages to the men-—about 30 per cent.,—which gave
them the opportunity of enjoying the advantages of a
good home. As to young girls, they generally took
carc of the house when their mothers were out. His
parish had not a school, but there was one in the
adjoining parish. With regard to the age of the boys,
farmers found them of little service under 10 years,
except for bird-keeping, and they generally took
them into service for the advantage of their fathers.
In their district they were generally in such a fix for
labourers, owing t6 mining operations, that they had
to entice people to work, but women, girls, and boys
were rarcly employed by them. They enjoyed better
health than any other class of workers, and with
regard to education, he found that as people acquired
means and cultivated steady habits, they generally
took advantage of opportunities for getting educa-
tion. He had brought up a number of boys, who,
after becoming acquainted'with reading and writing,
had gone into other occupations, such as artizans
and porters, and done well.  Men who formerly got
8s, or 10s. o week, now became possessed of educa-
tion, and earned their 15s. or 20s. a week.

Mr. T. Wright, St. Nicholas, said, that as a con-
siderable employer of labour, he could say that
women were employed on farms to great advantage.
They were generally employed by the piece or job,
and not by the day. They worked four or five hours
a day, and materially assisted the farmer, and aided
in the support of their familics without any of the bad
effects which the Hon. Mr. Portman had spoken of.
Where labour was so high—in few districts was it so
high as theirs—he did not think it desirable to inter-
fere with the employment of women. He did not
think it was quite right that women should be kept
from their house from 7 in the morning till 6 at night
—they did not do so in:his district. They employed
boys from 8 to 10 years bird-keeping and other
similar work, which-they required them to do at
certain seasons of the year. For six months out of
the twelve favmers could arrange to do without boys,
1t would not be to the advantage of the children to
inteifere with their employment during certain por-
tions of the year. As to the health, the-ruddy faces
of the boys were the best indication they could have.
Cottage nccommodation was the great defect in this
part of the district. They wanted to get respectable
men to settle down in their farms, and his experience
was that.they-left them because they had not eomfort-
able’homes. ~ (Loud applause.) In their places they
were compelled to pick up tramps from the road, e
thought education was a great thing, but -education
began .at howme, and he said let them have good
cottnges, and ‘thcy would have respectable men
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%;
settling down amongst them instead of running away.
(Applause.) If that had been attended to before
they would not have heard so much about the ques-
tion of education.

Mr. Portman.—How many hours are the boys en-
gaged in bird-keeping ? Is it not a fact they are out
from daylight to dark ?—Mr.Wright.—Generally from
after breakfast until night ; sometimes from 7 till 5.

Mr. Culverwell said that comfortable cottages were
the great reformation that was required in that part
of the country. Ile might say that there were a
hundred cottages in the immediate neighbourhood
which were without ceilings. They had inspectors of
cattle, and why not have inspectors of cottages ?
(Cheers.) They were calling upon the poor employers
of the land, but why not call upon the landlords to
attend to the cottages? (Cheers.) They sent for
labourers to all parts of the country, and whether they
had cottages or not they had to give them high wages.
He said landlords ought to be compelled to provide a
proper number of good cottages, and then there would
be a great improvement in the condition of the
labourers. (Hear.) He approved of boys being sent
carly to work, as in his experience they turned out
more useful labourers, and by going to night schools
in the winter were as well educated as any. He had
taken boys from the union and boys from school, and
they were not equal to the boys brought up on the
farm,

Mcr, Portman.—Do the boys live in the farmhouse ?
—No, I don’t keep boys in the house. T don’t think
we ought to keep them in the house, they ought to
live with their parents. It wasa great loss if a boy
or mau had to walk a long distance to his work. lle
found that the more job work that was given them the
better it is for the farmers. They got more for their
pound than they did by day work.

Mr. J. Garsed.—At what age do boys generally go
into your employ ?—>Mr. Culverwell.—My boys gene-
rally commence between 10 and 12. I take them
when they are young a few hours to commence
with,

M. Price thought that 10 yeers of age and upwards
in this country was the age at which boys commenced
work, and it would not pay farmers to take them
below that age.  Girls and women were employed to
a small extent; but he did not think there was a
woman or child employed to every 500 acres through-
out the Vale of Glamorgan. (Cries of “No,” and
“Yes.”) The ordinary distance that men had to walk
to get to their work was about half a mile.  Women’s
work was principally piccework, and consisted of
weeding and trimming turnips.  Their hcalth was
good, and education was above the average of any
county in England.

Mr. John Thowas, auctioneer, said Mr. Gordon’s
remarks referred to the western part of the district,
near the works about Bridgend. He did not think, if
they wanted women in their district, they could get
them, and ‘boys were not emgloyed under 10 years.
When women went out to work it was generally be-
cause they had drunken husbands, or only one or two
children. The greatest want of all was an improve-
ment in the labourers’ cottages, but that improvement
was being commenced. Their labourers’ cottages
were as bad’ns'in any county they could name. (Crics
of ¢ Shameful.”)

Mr, John Garsed desired to make a few remarks,
which he would state as briefly as possible. As to
the age at which children were employed in that dis-
trict, he found that, as a rule, in his locality children
were taken to work from 7 years upwards. When
taken at so young an age it was generally through
charitable motives, and in ordur to assist the father.
His own opinion was, that the employment of one man
with a gun over a farm fo scare away birds was more
profitable than having boys, Ile personally did not
think that it would prove beneficial to fix o definite
age at which boys should not be employed; but he
was willing to concede the point and say that no child
should be employed under 1O years, A good deal
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Glamorgan-  had been said as to night schools, but he found from
shire. his experience that unless chxldyen were laught at an
— carly age, when they casily received impressions, that

Mr. Portmun.  1y0¢ did not afterwards benefit much at the night

schools. With regard to the cmployment of women

and girls for farm work, very little was donc in that
neighbourhood.  Although there was much work to
be done, sufliciently good wages were brought home
by the man as not to require the employment of the
wife in farm work. He had a strong opinion that ne
umuarried woman should be employed in out-door
agricultural labour. There could be no doubt that the
moral tone of the female was lowered by the people
she was brought in contact with at sueh work. He
not think, however, that legislative interference in

The question might

very well be Ieft alone, because, owing to the high rate

of wages, it was optional with the female whether she

The hours of work

and distance from home were questions affected by

the want of cottages. Some were compelled on this
account to walk considerable distances, and, as Mr.

Culverwell remarked, that took a great deal out of the

stamina of the individual. His own opinion was, that

no child under 12 years should be compelled to walk
more than one mile to the place of work. As to the
health of the agricuitural labourer it was good, but
the medical gentleman preseut would be better able

He would be able to

speak of the injury done to the constitution of women

by ficld labour. At the same time he (Mr. Garsed)

did not think that they suffered like females in factories.

As to cducation, that was the great question upon

which that inquiry would turn. The state of educa-

tion amongst agricultural Iabourers in that district was

not what it ought to be (applasze.) There was a

variety of causes to account for this—in some instances

a want of schoals, though that was rapidly disappear-

ing ; in others, the neceszities of the parents demanded

that the childven should soon earn an lhonest peany ;
in others, the neglect of the parents allowed the chil-
dren to remain in the same state of ignorance in which
the parents were in themselves. As to a hard and
fast line, he thought too much had been said.  Many
objected to compulsion.  People were compelled to
pay taxes and to do many things which were distaste-
ful, but the question resoived itself into this—whether
through the greed of employers and the necessities of
the parents, the future of those children was not to be
ameliorated by the neglect of education ?  (Cheers.)
Hewasnot anadvocate forcompelling children who were
employed in light work to leave that source of revenne
alone, but he did think that means should be adopted
for enabling n boy to ubtain a certain number of hours
of instruction in the course of a week, and that if an
employer took a child without a certifieate that he
had had that instruction, he should be penalized.

With reference to these schools being supported by

Government grants, which he was in favour of he

thought that a rate should be made upon the occupiers

of land, for he thought they were ail bound to see
that the means of edssation was placed within reach
of the agricultural labourer’s children ; for how could

a man with 11 or 12 children sce to the educa-

tion of his ciuldren. It was their place to sec thata

system of clementary education was provided for all
their cluldren, but if the labourers wanted anything
beyond that, they must pay for it as a luxury. He
hoped that the club would come to some conciusion,
so that the hon. gentleman who had visited them
might return with some idea cf their views upon the

m.

women’s work was necessary.

would assist the husband or not.

to inform them on that matter.

points submitted to them,

After sundry remarks by preceding speakers, the
chairman proposed—* That it is the opinion of this
club that no person should be employed in agri-
culture under the age of 10 years, and that girls and
unmarried women under 18 years of age should ‘not
be employed in agricultural labour.” The resolution

was carried unanimously,
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2. Letter from Evan David, Esq., Chairmpan of the

Cardiff Board of Guardiens, to Hon. E.
Portman.

‘ Fairwater House, Cardiff,
“ My Dear Sin, 1st November 1869.

“ 1 nave to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 27th ultimo . . Before, however, 1
proceed to reply to the several inquiries it contains,
excuse my remarking, with reference to your observa-
tion that you think it ¢generally the case that the
attendance at school of children under 10 years of
age is irregular,’ that in my opinion the children of
our working classes are not irregular in their attend-
ance at school. I refer more particularly to those of
our native population. But we have a large and
greatly increasing number of Irish (Roman Catholics)
among us, whose children are not, as a rule, sufficiently
educated. °

“ With reference to your first question, ‘whether it
is desirable to fix by law an age below which no child
shall be allowed to work in the fields, my opinicn is
that children should not be so employed until they
attain the age of 14, unless they produce certificates,
obtained under certain restrictions from duly autho-
rized schoolmasters and others, that they can read
and write with facility, such certificates to be available
for six wmonths only.

“ With regard to your second, ¢ whether prohibiting
children from work umil they arrive at a certain age
would result in a more regular attendance at school,”
and to your third, *whether, if the age were fixed at
10, any real injury would be done to the parents,” I
beg to observe that it is seldom children under 10
years are employed in the fields in this part of
Glamorganshire. The proposed prohibition if fixed at
10 years of age would be virtually inoperative, and
would not result, but in very exceptional cases, in loss
to the earnings of the families to which they belong.
As to the attendance of children at night school up
to 15 or 16 years of age, I consider night schools
very unsuited for our rural distriets, because of the
long distance children would generally have te travel
by night to and from the schools.

“ *You may recollect my telling you that Lam
much in favour of requiring all children to beé taught
reading and writing.  These rudimentary acquire-
ments can, I think, be better attained and kept up by
giving the purents of children a pecuniary interest in
the matier (which they would have according to my
schieme) than by compelling children to be a certain
number of days yearly in schools, For the reason
stated, as weill as from shame and fear lest their
children should fuil to pass the requisite periodicnl
examination, parents would not unfrequently assist
materially in teaching their children to read and
write,

“ Yours very truly,
s Bvav W. Davip.”

8. Mr. Stephenson, Union clerk, Cardiffi—Education
in the agricultural portions of this district is chiefly
obtained through the Church schools. The wages are
good, owing to the constant drain of boys and young
men to the mines, works, and docks. I see no objec-
tion to a prohibition of work on the farms till the
children are 10 years of age. Relief is not withdrawn
till children are 11 or 12 years of age ; but by that
time farmers would expect the children to earn some-

* Phe oceasion referred to was at a small meeting at the
house of Mr. Brogden, at Portheawl, where, in nddition to
Mr, Evan David, there were present Archdencon Blosse, Mr,
Brogden, Dr. Lewis, and Mr, J. Gordon, of Tondu. The
question was discussed generally, and, with the exception of
Mr. Brogden, who, besides heing d large employer of labour in
the Tondu-Tron Works, holds a considernble farm, nnd who was
in favour of compulsion in the matter of s2hool attendance, the
opinion of those present was adverse to fixing any limit of age
for work in the ficlds, or to compelling school attendance;
though it was -admifted that the employment of ¢hildren at an
carly age was-not desirable. The want of education for the
children of farmers was said to be very great.
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thing. Little children are occasionally employed for

bird-keeping and stone-picking.

This Board pays fur the schonling of the children
of those who are receiving out-door relief, sometimes
even when relief is not being given to the parents.

4. Carpirr Uxrox Ixpustiiar Scuoows.
Mr. Joln Harris, master.

There are 116 boys and 152 girls now in the schools,
whose ages range from 9 10 14 years. There are also
They are
children deserted by their parents, orphans, and those
They ave
taken to the workhouse before buing admitted to
The establishment is under the Poor

infants from 4 years old and upwards.
whose parents are in the workhouse.

this school.
Lavw.

The boys are insteucted in tailoring, shoemaking,

03

and gardening; the girls in washing, cooking, knitting,
and sewing. All the under-clothing for girls and boys
is made by the girls. ‘Lhe boys’ clothes also are made

on the place.

The staff consists of a schoolmaster and mistress,
and of instructors in taloring, shoemaking, and gar-
dening, in addition to Mr. and Mrs. Harris, the
All the housework is done by the

superintendents.
girls.

The cost of waintenance, including food and
clothes, is 3s. 8d. to 3s. 10d. per week for cach child.
Every child on going out to service receives an

outfit,

The schools have been established for six years,
during which time about 200 children have been sent
out, some to farm places, some to the collieries and
works. 1 thmk there would be a difficulty in utilising
the labour of the boys for weeding or other uperations
on the neighbouring farms on account of the require-
ment of three hours daily attendance at school. They

have never yet been so employed.

5. ST. FAGAN'S AND LLANILTERX.
Population, 656 - Acreage, 3,321.
The Castle School.—DMr. Miles, master.
Number on books, 107.
Average attendance for year, 78.
Attendance in week ending October 9, 89,
Number presented to inspector, 67,

The boys remain at school till 12 years of age, and
sometimes till 14.  There is a great demand for boys
of 13 years of age who are quick at writing and sums

for the ironworks and for other places in Cardiff,

Agricultural work takes some of the boys ; the
children are irregular in attendance at the time of
potato gathering. There is a fine of 4d. for non-

attendance.

I think the parents are becoming more alive to the
value of education for their children, and regret that

they were themselves without it.

There are dames’ schools in miost of the smull
parishes, and the older children come to this school.

There is no night-school.

6. Mr. Akers, Pentrebane, farmer, an Oxfordshire
men.—I farm 600 acres; am guardian and overseer of

the parish.

Women are not employed here for firm work, An
Irish woman from Cardilf' will occasionally come for
a day’s work at 1s. and food, or 1s. 6d. without food.
The weeding of corn and stone-picking is not done by
women or boys but by men by the day. Turnip-
hoeing, hedge-making, and such like are done by the

piece.

Boys are not employed till they are 16-or 18 years

of age, and do not live in the farmhouse,

~ Wages for 2 man are 125, up to 16s, a week, A
boy of 18 years gets 125, a week, and 1/ at havvest.
1 paid -a man and two boys of 18 and 19 years old
961, 5s. in the year, from which 1s. a week is to be
deducted for house rent.  Many of my men are from
Oxfordshire. They are far better off here than they

were there.
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I have eight cottages attached to my farm. Mlost

of the cottages in this neighbourhood have large gar-
dens. Potato ground is to be had from the farmers

>

Glunorgan-
shire,

at s, a pereh, but it is rarely wanted on account of > Portman.

the size of the gardens. The labourers usually keep
a pig.

The children attend school pretty regularly up to
12 and 14 years of age.

There are in the hills small holdings and sheep
rans.

I think legislation is more wanted for the street
arabs in towns than for the rural districts.

1. Thomus Goddard, Esq., land agent.—'The culti-
vation of St. Fagans and the hamlet of Llaniltern is
about one-third pastoral and two-thirds arable. ; the
pastoral feature being mainly represented by the dairy
and young stock.

‘The pair-horse svstem of ploughing being gene-
rally adopted, boys are not so much employed as
formerly, and rarely, if ever, under 12 or 13 years of
age. With very rare exceptions girls are not em-
ployed in agriculture, as a role 1 may say none.  The
Welsh women are not employed on the farms, some
Trish women seck and obtain such empleyment.

‘The hours of work are in summer from 6 to 6, in
winter from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

It would not appear that under the circumstances
above referred to it is necessary in these parts to
place any restriction on the age at which boys should
be employed on the land.

The wages for a man are 1% to 15s. a week in
ordinary times, in harvest and hay-making from 15s.
to 20s. u week. Women get 1s. to ls. 8d. a day.

There is a good school liberally supported and well
attended,.and under Government inspection,

In this parish the cottages are good ; in the neigh-
bourhood they are not quite so, but more attention is
now being paid to them generally.  In an agricultural
sense they ave sufficient. The number of dwellers in
each house, as a rule, would not be objectionable, but
where attention has not been given to privacy, the
number in one room must have evil tendencies.  Edu-
cation will do but little in a moral sense with this
crying evil so general.

Rents vary trom 2/ to-8l. 10s.; insome cases they
are as high as 3/, a year.

There are good gardens to most of the coltages,
and they are usually well managed.

PETERSTON.
Population, 235 - Acreage, 2,010,

8. Ree. L. C. Lewts, rector.—The farms in this
parish are very small; there may be three containing
above 100 acres, but the average size is 50 or 6O
acres. The farmers are for the “most part men who
have risen from the position of labourers and are very
uneducated. ‘The sons of small farmers work as la-
bourers when they are grown up and married, There
is no resident squire, and no return of the money
drawn from the land.

Some children are employed as young as G or 7
years of age. There was no school in the parish
when I first came to it.  The population is small and
seattered.

There is.great irregularity in school attendance on
the part of boys above 9 ycars of age. T think some
form of compulsion is wanted in the matter of' school
attendance,

1 think the employment of females in agriculture
tends to demoralise and uniits them for domestic
duties. I do not think it desirable for them to be so
employcd, but there is no necessity in this parish for
any restriction,

Boys should not be employed in the fields at all
under 10 years of age, nor under 12 ycars unless
a certificate of a certain amount of schooling be
produced.

Our cottage accommodation is deplorable. It
consists of old thatched buildings, very low, with onc
living room, a portion of which is generally partitioned

14
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72 EMPLOYMENT -OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

Glamorgan-  oft' for a pantry, and a general garret or sleeping room
shire, for-the whole family, [ would suggest that cottages
should be inspected, and that those found unfit for
human habitation should be condemned, more espe-
cially as I feel confident that the moral and social
status is impaired by such a state of things.
There is onc cottage to about 150 acres.
dwellings are generally crowded, and have not a suffi-

Mr. Portman.

n,

cient number of bedrooms.

No Irish property can present more wretched con-

sequences of absenteeism than this.

sideration the parish receives from the owners of
property is the regular collection of rents.
1 have tried a mght school for two winters, but the

attendance was very small,

9. Peterston School, Miss Hardwick. mistress.—On
books, 1S boys and 21 girls ; the attendance does not
vary much according to the time of year.

The daughters of small farmers work on their
father’s land. I do not think women are much em-

ployed in the fields.

10. John John, between 8 aud 9 years old.—I was
emyloyed bird-scaring this spring.  1had my food but
no maoaey, and was out from 7 a.n. till dark.

1i. Jokn Zhomas, 8 years old.—I was employed
during the summer by farmers with the horses. I had

0d. a day and all meals.

12. John Miles, 10 years old.—I have been employed
setting and pulling potatoes for 8d. a day and my
food. 1 got vne hot meal of meat and vegetables
every day, and breakfast and tea. [ was out for three
weeks lastspring. My clothes wear out quicker when
1 am at work than when I am regular at school.

18. Ann Rees.—My husband is an agricultural la-
bourer. I work in the ficlds sometimes, planting
potatoes, and get ls. a day. [ have taken sheep-
milking for a farmer ; it lasts from May to the end-of
August. T got one-seventh of the produce; at first
one can make an 8 1b. cheese per week, but the weight
decreases. The cheese is worth 8d. per Ib.

A man’s wages, if regularly employed, are 12s. a
week ; if employed by the day or job 2s. 6d. a day.
Farmers have boys in their houses by the year. I
have four children, and I cannot afford to lose the
small earnings of the children by sending them to
school. My boy of 10 years old goes to work in the
fields. I know it is a good thing.to have the learning,

but still the sixpences are a great help.

The cottage hus one room (with mortar floor) and
outhouse downstairs, and one large bedroom upstairs ;
25 perches of garden. Rent 3I. 6s. and rates.
can have potato ground, if'T want it, from the farmer

at 1s. a perch, dressed and turned-up.

LLANTRISSANT.

Population, 5,492 - Acrenge, 16,669.
[This parish is on the edge of the hills, and a large
pertion of the population is engaged in the works and

mines.—E.B.P.]

14. John Morgan, occupier and assistant overseer,—
Boys are employed from the age of [1 in agricultural
work, and chiefly in the summer time.
few girls employed in summer at haymaking and bind-
ing corn, of ages varying from 12 to 18 years. There
are about 100 women in the parish who work in the
fields. The hours of work are from 8 a.m, to 6 pam.
The distance to work is onc mile and under,
not think that any restriction as to the ageat which
hoye and girls should commence work is necessary in

this district,

There are two National schools, two British, and
several private schools in different places in this
parish, and the agricultural labouring class {ake ad-

vantage of them,

The number of cottages is quite sufficient for the
demand, and on the averagé they are comfortable
dwellings, There are very few without gardens; but

there are no allotments.

Wages for a man.ate -16s.-a 'week, for a woman sy

and.for children Gs; o week,
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WENVOR,
Population, 503 - Acreage,2,955.

15. Rev. C. Jenner.—Very few women or children ave
cmployed in agriculture here. My experience is that
we employment of females, whether married or single,
altogether unfits them for the proper discharge of their
domestic dutics, present or future. ln my parish the
demand for female labour is so small that I am not
prepared to recommend any legislative restriction.
‘The wages heve are so high tbat the labour of the
wonten is not required for the families. If it were
necessary, I would prohibit all female labour till the
age of 20 years at any rate. Boys should not be
employed till 12 or 18 years of age.

I'would venture to recommend that a system,of
alternate whole days at school and at work would Le
the best for enforced attendance at school ; but at the
same time I strongly object to compulsory education.

School attendanee is not here affected by distance,
and as wages are high I do not think there need be
any difliculty on the part of the parents in paying for
their children’s schooling.

1 am decidedly of apinion that good cottage accom-
madation is essential to the morality as well as the
health and comfort of the labouring poor.

‘The cottages generally are not good, and in some
cases not conveniently situated for the work of the
farms.  There are not cnough with two or three
bedrooms, and they are too crowded. The drainage
and water supply are bad. The rent, with small
garden, is about . a year; sometimes the cottage is
included in the wages. No progress is being made
towards increasing the cottage accommodation.

In country places the late hour at which a night
school must begin, and therefore close, is the greatest
hindrance to its success.

Wages are from 13s. to 15s. a week for men. Many
men live in the farmhouses. Many of the farms are
very small, and the tenants not men of capital. They
would oppose an education rate.

16. Mary Ioward—DMy husband is a labourer. Boys
used to go to the farmhouses at 10 years old, but they
are not somuch used now on account of the machinery.
My boy of 12 years old gets his food and about 1s.
per week. Women are not employed iu the fields,
My mother used to work regularly, and I went weed-
ing as a givl with.other women, The weeding is now
done by men and boys.®

Wages for a man employed all the year are 18s. a
week, a pound of butter a week, which he gets at 1s.
a Jb., and cheese at Gd. a Ib. Cottage with. good
gavden rented at ls. a week, the cottages being
attached to the farms. A woman when employed
gets 1s. a day.

My cottage has two rooms downstairs.and :two bed-
rooms, and a small garden. The rent is 44 a year ;
it is the property of a small owner, nnd not of the
squire.  Sometimes I get potato ground at 15 a
perch,

Sheep-milking pays, but it is very hard and. nasty
work.

Wexvee Schoor.

17. Mrs. IWathins, mistress.

Number on books- - - 60
In attendance - - - 47

I have been mistress here for many years. The
payment for each child .is 1d. a week. The attend-
ance in winter is better than .at other times of the
year, The oldest boy in the school is Il years of
age ; they do not begin regular work before I1 yenrs.
A few boys are employed youngcr. for hird-keeping,
and get their food and perhaps. Is. a week. The
children are absent from’school in the potato seasop.
Girls. work for their parents, but nerer for the
farmers, . . L.

* A'boy in' Wiles inehds ari unmarried man without referéhce
to age,
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Women are not employed on the farms,

There was n night school here on two nights in the
week ; it was attended chiefly by mechanics and older
men; the farm boys cannot very well attend, on
account of doing up the horses, chaff-cutting, &e. in

the evenings.

Unediéeated parents are carcless about the education
I do not think that the well-

of their children.
cducated lads leave the parish,

Boys are not so much.cmployed on the farms as

formerly.

LLANTRITHYD.
Population, 201 - Acreage, 1,450.
Cultivation mixed.

18. George Tritton, schooimaster.—The school is not
in receipt of any Government grant. Average number
Of the
children of labourers, 11 in summer, 18 in winter.
The sons and daughters of farmers attend the school,
and there is greater ivregularity in the attendance of
Thé school is fullest
I think 150 attendances
could be obtained from boys of 13 and 14 years of
age during the winter time.  There are three boys of
14 years of age in the school, and one of 15 years
The oldest girls are

of scholars, 45 in summer, and 50 in-winter.

that class than of the labourers.
from October to March,

whose father is a large farmer.
14 years old.

There was a night school last wintér, but it did
not answer ; the farmers object to their servant boys

coming out in the evening.

19. Rev. R. 7. Lyler, rector.— No children or
women are regularly employed in this parish; three or
four women work oceasionally in hay harvest. Children
pick potatoes for their parents, and very seldom scare
birds. They all live in the pavish. The hours of
work are from 9 aam. to 6 p.m., with 1% hour allowed

for dinner.

T cannot speak from experience, but from all I hear
and read I am convinced that the employment of
young females in agriculture is most objectionable, and
Labourers’ wages are
high here, hence their wives are seldom necessitated
to seek for field work. I think. labourers’ wives and
single women of. 80 years and upwards might occasion-
ally be employed in field work with benefit to them-

has a demoralizing tendency.

selves and to the farmers.

Boys should not be employed under 10 years of

age.

I have little or no complaint to make as to the
regularity of school attendance in this parish. All
the children above the nge of six attend school; the
charge is low, and the parents are in a position to pay

it. The girls are taught sewing.

‘There-is much room for improvement in the cot-
On a farm of.175 acres there are six cottages.

tages.
‘The farmers board and lodge their workmen.

The cottages vary much in number and size of
rooms ; some arc crowded with large families, but
Most of .them. have one .sitting
There is
generally n good sized upper bedroom under the
A bed is
often.placed in the sitting room. .In old cottages
the windows are seldom made to open, but there is:no
The drainage is fair and the water
supply good and near at hand. With a small excep-
tion, the whole of the parish is the property of the
Rev. G. and Mrs. Chetwode, of Chilton House,
Bucks. The rent of cottages is generally 1s. a week ;

not with lodgers.
room, with a pantry or lean-to attached,
thatched voof, wliich-is sometimes divided.

lack of air.

a garden is attached to each.

There is no night school at present ; 1 have had
one. The great vbstacle to its success is the objec-
tion of the farmers, who make their farin servants

work till a late hour.

BONVILSTON.
Population, 291 - Acreage, 1,178,

20. Thomas Eagleton, relieving officer for St, Nicho-
ins district, Cardift' Union, — The farms, as a rule, are

24838,
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small; 800 acres would be considered a large farm,
though there are some larger than that. "The small
farmers are in many instances very badly off, and can-
not afford to pay for their children’s schooling ; they
are obliged to employ them on the farm ; they are
worse off than the labourer, as they do not get parish
relief or the benefit of medical aid in cases of sick-
ness.

A good deal of property in this district is held on
leases for lives.

Children arc not wanted on the farms so much as
formerly, on account of the change in the method of
driving horses in the plough, &c.  The bpys go into
farm service about 11 years of age ; they may some-
times be employed for bird-keeping and driving cattle
as young as 9 years. Girls are not employed at all in
the fields, and women only very seldom.

‘The distance to work would not usually exceed one
mile, the parishes being small and situated near each
other. The hours of work for men are from 6 am. to
6 p.m. ; for women, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m, 1do not
think it is necessary to place any restriction on the
age at which boys should be permitted to work on
the land.

There is a school in almost every parish, and the
children attend pretty regularly. The schooling of
out-door pauper children is paid for by the board, at
an allowance of 31d. a week for each child.

‘The condition of the cottages is fair ; they usually
have two or three bedrooms ; there are very few with-
out two bedrooms, and they are not overcrowded.
The old cottages were built of stone, with thatched
roof ; the new ones have slate roofs. The average
rent is from 21 10s. to 4L a year ; they all have good
gardens. Allotments are not often found in this
district.

The number of illegitimate children has increased
lately.

Wages for a man are from 125, and a house up to
15s. a week ; for a woman, 1s.a day ; for boys, in
bird-keeping, 3d. a week and food; for boys, in ser-
vice, at 12 years old, 2/. a year, board, and lodging,
with an increase of pay annually ; at 18 years of age,
from 14/, to 18/, a year.

The hiring is from May-day to May-day, with a
month’s notice. There are no hiring fairs in this
district, but they are held at Neath,

Savings banks are now being taken advantage of by
some farm labourers, but clubs are more popular.

PENMARK.
Population, 529 -
Cultivation mixed, arable, and pasture.

21. Rev.C. F. B. IWood, vicar.—Children are not sys-
tematically employed in this parish, but are taken by
their parents to assist them, such as stone-picking ov
hoeing, and =a boy is employed when required for
scaring crows. In the autumn they are employed in
harvesting potatoes. They live on or near the farms
on which they arc employed. The hours of work wre
from about § a.m. to 6 p.m., with an hour allowed for
dinner, if they do not take their meal with them.
There is no injury to health arising from such employ-
ment, nor do 1 know of any cases of ill-treatment.

I do not think it #dvisable that females should be
employed in farm labour. When so employed, it is
impossible to prevent their associnting too freely with
persons of the other sex. Their sense of propricty
and delicacy thereby becomes blunted, and we always
find that the woman who spends the most time in field
work affords in proportion a less tidy and comfortable
home to her-family.

Females ave little employed in this parish, and I do
not think that the rate of their husbands’ wages fur-
nishes a sufficient reason for their being so employed,
as labourers’ wages are from 192s. to 15s a week,
and more when-employed on task, I think that be-
sides assisting in the hay and corn harvest, married
women may oceasionally, if required, due regard being
had to the number and circumstances of their families,

§ (S

Acreage, 2,950.
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take a job of light work, such as stone-picking, with-
out objectionable results.

I think that no boy should be withdrawn alto-
gether from school under 18 years of age, and that
none should be employed under the age of 10,

1 think it highly impolitic and unjust that children
should be employed at long distances from their homes ;
but in this parish there is no need of restrictions on
this head. .

It appears to me that half day at school and half
day at work is likely to be best for the boy and for
the employer, and if this could be varied so that the
attendance at school should be morning and evening in
alternate weeks the boy would have a better chance
of reaping the benefits of school without any inter-
ference with the discipline or system adopted.

The attendance at school is affected by distance in
the case of some of the small children living two miles
from the school.

The wages in general reccived are suflicient to
enable the parente to pay for their children’s schooling,
and when the family is large, or there is any peculiar
difficulty, the required payment is modified accord-
ingly.

a’.I‘)herc is a fair proportion of cottages conveniently
situated. I should say there are hardly enough with
two bedroows, and almost none with three. In the
cottages generally there is a sitting room from 12 to
16 feet square ; in the better sort a small room on the
same floor used as a bedroom, overhead is a loft, which
is very rarely divided by a partition. They have also
generally a lean-to, where tools, coals, &e. are kept.

There is generally a suflicient gavden. Most of the
cottages are let with the farms on which they stand,
and rented by the labourer of the farmer. The ave-
rage rents are 8/, per annum. In many cottages the
doors, windows, and floors are in a very insufficient
state of repair.

The school is a mixed National school under Govern-
ment inspection.  There is also a dame sche ol in one
of .the hamlets, where there are about 15 children,
chiefly girls. There is hardly any difference in the
attendance between summer and winter,

On Average
- Register. | Attendance.
Boys:
Under 10 - - 25 14
Between 10 and 1 - 15 8
Girls:
Jnder 10 - - 26 18
Between 10 and 13 - 14 10
80 50

There is a night, school just opened by a new masters
but 1t 1s hardly got into work. An evening school hae
been kept in some winters with tolerable success thre-
nights in the week for an hour and a half. The num,
ber of scholars was from 6 to'10.

I.do not seein what other way than by night school
young, people: or adults whose education has been neg-
lected can be provided with the means of repairing the
evil,

The difficulties in the way of maintaining. a night
school are the small remuneration, that .it affords the.
teachier, and the want:of -interest -taken:by those who
should be scholars, inasmuch as they undervalye
education in proportion as they more need it.; added
to this, the expense, which is not adequately met.by
such payments as can be obtained from the scholars,

In the Schoal.

22.Ellen Malony, 10 years old,~I was.out last year
with mother. working for -a farmer for .« fortnight.
I picked up the: weeds -hehind ..mother,nwho, was
hocing, I was out from:10 a...to 4 p.m,,.and went
home to dinner. . u
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28. Thomas James, 9 yéars old,—I have been weed-
ing this year for afarmer ; got 9d. a day.

2. Jokn Jones, 9 years eld.—1 have been out stone-
picking at 9d. a day for a farmer. I worked from
8 am. to 6 p.m. ; found my own food,

25. James Austin, 8 years old.—I went out bird-
keeping (wo years ago; was out from 7 aum. to
(;‘p.m. and got 6d. a day. 1 did not go on wet
days.

26. Lbenezer Kemp, 8 years old, I have been out
this year bird-keeping for a farmer, I went wet or
(érydfrom 6 am. to 7 p.m,, and had 6d. a day and no
ood.

27. Cottagcs.

(1.) Autached to a-farm,
One room down.
One room up.
Inhabited by father aud two Lttle girls.
reckoned at ls. a week.
(2.) One room down.
One room.up.
Privy and pigsty ; very smal garden. Rent 4/ a
year. Property of the Oddfellows’ Society.

(8.) Freehold.

Two rooms duwn,

Two rooms. upstairs.
Good garden. Inhabited by man and wife, one boy,
and the grandfather.

28, Mr. Jenkuns, farmer.—Boys are very little em-
ployed on the farms, a few occasionally for bird-keeping.
Girls are not at all employed and women very little.
‘The supply of Inbour is not-always sufficient; T have
to employ the Irish. Our lads.go oft to the works or
to Cardiff.

1 employ one boy, who lives on the premises.

Wages are 11s. and 12s.a week and a housé and the
privilege-of buying wheat.at 6s. a bushel, butter at Is.
alb. (1 lb. per week), and cheese at Gd. a Ib.

In harvest.time they have meat extra:

A woman gets.1s.'a day, Turnip-hoeing is done
by the.piece. The weeding.is done by old men and a
woman of two:

The hours of work for the teams are from 8 am.
to 12, and from 2 p.m. to 6:p.m.

There is an old custom here of giving a dinner
every Wednesday to all the workmen, which 1 keep
up ; it is not reckoned in the wages.

Cottages attached to the farms are reckoned at a
rent of 1s. a week to 8l a year, with gocd garden to
each.. They are in bad repair.

ST. HILARY.

29. Llewellyn Thomas, farmer~I employ one hoy
of 12 years of age. ¥
- Irish women are sometimes. employed-for -weeding ;
but weeding and turnip-hoeing are usually taken by
the piece at per.acre.

Small children are very seldom employed, occa-
sionaily perhaps for bird-keeping ; there is not su
much use for them with the ploughs. as-formerly.,

Wages for.aman here are 18s, a week,.but they are
lower in some parts of this neighbourhood, -

I do not think the-prohibition of the employmént of
children under 10 years of age would be any hardship
to the parents.

Rent

. LANMAES.
Population, 144. - Acreage, 1,035,

30: Rev. T. Purry Thonias.—Thisisa small parish,
Boys are not ofte employed under 12 years of nge ;
a few occasionally for bird-keeping when quite young.
Girls are not employed in the fields, and vefy few
womei. R

‘Wages for a ‘man are 10s, to 12s, a weck in winter,
and 192s. to 15s. a week in summer: In some cases
they have wheat at, a fixed price per bushel. The
men who work for the farmers can usually get
potato. ground-if .they wisivit. I.domot think that a
prohibition-of work for children under 10 years of-age
would inflict-any-injury-on the parents,.
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School aitendance is irregular from various causes;
there is a want of education among the heads of the
Jabourers’ families. I think compulsion in the matter
of scheol attendance is more nceded-in towns than in
the rural districts; the mothers would; in my opinion,
rebel against such compulsion. .

The small raral parishes want wore State aid ; at
present the burden of supporting the school: falls
mainly on the clergyman. A system of payment for
results, independently of the question of the teacher
being certificated or not, would I think be most
beneficial.

Most of the young men, the best workers, go away
to the works in the hills, leaving the old and crippled
to supply the labour.

T do not think that half days or alternate days at
school and work would succeed. Childrenif thus kept
at school would have their thoughts more on the fields,
sheep, horses, and open air than on their lessons;
neither do I see the necessity of half measures with
young children. The plan of attendance for a cer-
tain number of days during'the year would be pre:
ferable. In some cases children would be kept in
school for a longer period if the parents could dispense
with the amount earned by the children:

One and a quarter cottage is ‘considered suflicient
per 100.acres. .

Some.of the cottages are sufficiently large for the
present occupants, having good walls, glazed windows
to each room, fluors of lias wortar hard as stone. Bed-
rooms separated by lath and plaster divisions, warm in
winter and cool: in summer, owing to the roof being
thatched. Water is abundant; moderate sized gar-
dens with very good soil and good -natural drainage.
‘The inferior cottages contain only one.room on
ground floor about 15 ft. by 12 ft.,'with n small lumber
room where a bed is occasionally placed ; one room
over in the roof. The ownersare not the landowners,
though they own the ground on which the cottages
stand. Rent averages 3l 5s. a year. Though the
number of cottages is ample; they are with a few
exceptions very far from what they ought to be.

1 think this inquiry and the visit of the Commissioner
will produce some effect; and probably, if he .could
repeat and extend his visits to all' the villages every
two or three:;years, and not only report to Parliament
the result of his inspections but get copiesrofi that
report.circulated through the county, in less thana
dozen years many good cottages would be built and
the bad ones would find no tenants. Inthe absénce
of something. of this kind..there should;be an enact-
ment to prevent owners of* cottages (after a certain
date and notice) renting them for -occupation by an
improper number. ‘

I donot thisk any of the landowners would. avail
themselves of the provisions of the 27 &.28-Vict. c. 114,
as they would hardly think of ‘borrowing moncy to
build cottages. . .

An gvening.school has frequently been-tried here
but with. small, success.;. there is not one-mow. In
summer harvest and, other .qperations: prevent the
attendance of young .men- and lads, while in winter
some are kept awuy by ottendance .on horses, &c.
Besides-this it is rarely: young .people .employed in
agriculture during-the day,can. get overithe difficulty
of applying their.minds: with apyiadvantagé:for a few
hours at night; their bodies:itired; the irksomeness
ofithe school is too much for them, and after the
novelty has worn- off the school dwindles entirely
away. : -

ST. ATHAN. )
Population, 357 - ' Acreage, 1,486,
Cultivation nbout § arableand § pasture.

31, Rev. Hanmer Morgan.—Thereare in my parish
38 children, young.persons, and women employed in
agriculture, ’ )

Males, two between:8-and 10 years of ago ; seven
between 10 and 13 years, cight between 18 and 18
years.

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

Females, three between 10 and 18 years of age;
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one between 18 and 18; over I8 years there are 14
married women and seven unimarried.

The employment of boys and girls in spring are
crow-keeping, harrowing, ploughing, driving carts,
sheep and cows; and incidental work ; of women,
tapping turnips, feeding sheep, and spreading dung.

In summer, machinery has superseded the employ-
ment of women; they are not now much employed in
hay and corn harvest, but in sheep milking.

In autumn, boys of 8 years go crow-keeping ;
other boys drive carts and go ploughing and raising
potatoes ; women recommnence turnip-trimming, raise
potatoes, pick stones, and go to the thrashing and
winnowing.

In winter, boys are ploughing, harrowing, and
driving horses ; women, thrashing, winnowing, and
sheep tending,.

The distance to work rarely exceeds half a mile ;
boys are expected to work from 6 a.m. to 6 p.w,;
women from 8 a.m, to 6 p.m. No difference in the
hours is made on account of distance from home;
1% hour is allowed to boys for meals; one hour to
women and girls.

There is decidedly no injury to the health; the
children employed in out-door labour are quite as
healthy as those at school. T never heard of any ill
treatment.

Sheep milking is a very unhealthy employment, as
many of my people complain of it as the cause of
illness, especially chronic rheumatism. The exposure
to all kinds of weather when trimming turnips in
autumn and winter is also injurious. These occu-
pations are principally followed by married women.

As to the cffect of field employment vn females, I
find that from the greater liberty they enjoy, there
is a great unwillingness on the part of girls and
uumarried women to enter domestic service, They
lose in a great measure the gentler attributes of their
sex, arc devoid of modesty in consequence of -their
intercourse with men, and a large proportion become
mothers of illegitimate children. o the married the
consequences frequently are neglect of home, uncdu-
cated children, dirt and discomfort, which too often
leads to intemperance on the part of the husband.

Where-there is.a young and numerous family my
opinion is that with labour wages at 12s. a week a-mau
would have almost insuperable difficulty in maintain-
ing it without assistance from his wife. The demand
for young girls of 12 years and upwards is so great
for domestic service and so unnecessary in the ficld,
that it is very desirable, taking into consideration the
evil effect on their morals, that they should not be
employed in such labour. I would prohibit the.em-
ployment of females under 20 years of age, and I am
not prepared to except hay and corn harvest,

Boys should not be employed under 12 years of
age, unless permission were given by magistrates in
petty-sessions to necessitous parents of large families.

With reference to -the proposed table of distances,
I think that no girls should be taken to work at all,
that boys under 12 years should not be employed, and
that from 12 to 14 years the distance should not
exceed two miles.

‘Boys: unider- 14 years of -age should not bé per-
mitted: 'to work after 5 p.m., or at'the latest 6 p.m.,
as ‘thiéy aiéonly -employed as a ‘rile in ‘the lowest
operations of agriculture; such &s crow-keeping,
potato-picking, and horse. driving, and they would
thus be enabled to attend night schools.

Several of the boys are unemployed in the winter,
they could therefore attend school in those months.
I believe the shortening of-the hours in the evening
would not aterially affect the work of the farm, and
would® give them an opportunity of educationnl
improvemeit. )

The cottage accommodation is of a very wiéteched
description ;“the rooms are small and without venti-
lation, the-children consequently are frequent sufferers
from cpid¢mic discase. In the smaller ones such a
thing as-¢omfort cannot exist, and to this T atiribute
the prevalence of drunkenness among the people,
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There are 36 cottages now occupied by agricultural
labourers, giving an average of 2} to every 100 acres.
This humber is deemed sufticient.

‘The cottages are very much crowded ; they gene-
rally consist of two rooms about 12 or 13 ft. square,
the lower floor formed of lime ; the upper room walls
about 2 ft. high, whence « thatched roof springs, which
is usually unceiled. There are frequently no means
of ventilation and none of drainage. There are 21
persons on an average to cvery room, including
dwelling rooms, and 4L to every sleeping room.
There are occasionally lean-to sheds for coal and
tools. Gardens are usually of from 20 to 30 poles in
size.

Eleven cottages in this village have only one room
for all purposes.

The cottages are either held by the landowner or
let on lcases for lives ; none are owned by tradesmen
with whom the tenants are obliged to deal.

Rent averages 3. a year.

No progress towards improving cottage accommo-
dation is being made, except when a fire fortunately
occurs, in which case the cottages are rebuilt on a
scale consistent with the requirements of the tenants.
The difficulty consists in inducing the owners to make
a present sacrifice,

Scnoor.
Average
On Books. Attundn;cc.
Midsummer : )
Boys and girls - - 44 40
Winter ¢
Boys and girls - - (k] 55

There is great difficulty in obtaining regular at-
tendance. Knowledge of rudimental learning is
therefore not obtained, and where it is so obtained it
is frequently lost for want of habitual exercise after
Jeaving school.

There is an evening school in the winter open for
three hours on four nights in the week during 18
weeks. There are cight scholars, all above 12 years
of age.

The difficulties in maintaining it are the careless-
ness of the young as to whether they arc educated or
not, the late hours at which they are occasionally
cmployed, as well us, to o certain extent, the un-
willingness of masters and mistresses to allow them
to attend school when it may interfere with their
work.

82. BRIDGEND AND COWBRIDGE UNION,
MeeriNGg or Boanrn or GUARDIANS,

October 16th, 1869.
J. C. Nicoll, Esq., in the chair.

It was stated that boys do not usually go to farm
scrvice till 12 years of age, but an instance was given
of one at 10 years receiving 4L a year, board and
lodging, Little boys are employed for bird-keeping
at 6d. a day and their food.

That girls are not employed in the fields, and that
women are employed for weeding corn, turnip-clip-
ping, &ec. ut 1s. to 1s, 8d..a day.

‘Theve was a difference of vpinion as to fixing the
age for work at 9 or 10 years, but it was thought
that such a limit would meet the wants of the agricul-
tural classes, und only in cases of long families of
small children inflict any hardship on the parents
through the loss of the children’s carnings.

Men's wages were stated to be 125, to 146, a
week. The cottages are not often attached to the
farmé, but when so atlached are let at 1s. a week.

The state of the dwellings was not considered satis-
factory.

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

EMPLOYMENT OF OHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

It was stated that with very few exceptions there
were gchopls within reach of the greater part of the
agricultural population, i.e. within a distance of
two to three miles. It was thought that education
should be made more available to the poor, and that
the removal of the restriction of grants in aid to
schools having certificated teachers would give very
valuable support to many schools now in existence
which are capable of bearing inspection as to results,
and which are kept up with some difficulty for want
of funds.

It was said that savings banks are much used by
the labourers, many of whom become small farmers.
Many of the clubs divide at intervals two-thirds of
their funds and go on with the remainder.

Complaint was made of the state of the brick-yards ;
children are employed in them at a very early age,
and lit was stated that their health and morality suffer
much.

NEWCASTLE WITH LALESTON, TYTHEG-
STONE AND BETTWS.

{ Population, 4,825 - Acreage, 12,458.

83. drehdeacor. Blosse.—Boys are employed in the
farmb:ouses from 10 years and upwards. Some are
employed in the spring for bird-keeping, and in the
summer and autumn for singling turnips and for
potato-picking. The usual hours of work an the
land are eight; 14 hour is allowed for dinner. There
is no injury to the health caused by such employ-
ment. Women are so seldom employed here that
that [ do not think any restriction on their Iabour
necessary.

Boys should not be employed till they are 10 years
of age.

"I'he school attendance is not much affected by dis-
tance, and the schools are so cheap that it should not
be affected by the pecuniary resources of the parents.

Cottage accommodation is not good ; too many per-
sons steep in onc room, the sexes often being mixed.

Cottages used by agricultural labourers are smail
and not good. Those inhabited by colliers and miners
are good, but too much crowded. The ownership is
not in the landowner, Rent from 2/ to 6/, a year.
In the neighbourhood of the works the rents are as
high as 8s. a week, Cottage building is n favourite
investment of savings, and ground is easily obtained
in the villages for the purpose.

There is not much progress towards increasing
cottage accommodation for the farm labourers.

There are about 300 children in our day schools.

There is an evening school for four or five months
during the winter, open for two hours on two nights a
week,  There are about 60 scholars ; they are taught
reading, writing, arithmeti¢, and geogrnrhy. The
great difficulty in maintaining a night school is the
wart of persons to take & share in the teaching.

The farmers are in many instauces very uneducated
men ; their children attend the village schools.

Potato grounds comprising some acres are let by
the farmers at Js. a perch. The farmer puts on the
manure and prepares the ground, then the labourers
who rent it put in the seed, The crop is gathered by
men and their families, notat their own convenience,
hut under a condition that the field is:to be cleared
by a given day. Children are at that time much
craployed with their parents for about three weeks.

I was formerly actuary of the savings bank here,
1 krow many instances of labourers being worth 1001
and upwards, They will take n farm on a capital of
21, per acre, which aflords work for themselves and
their families,

34. Cottages in Newcastle.

-(1.) One room-and backhouse down.
Three bedrooms.
Very small back yard. No garden. Rent, 5/,
a year;
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(2.) One room down.
One room up.
No garden. Rent, 16s. a quarter,
(3.) Oue room down.
One room up.
No garden. Rent, 8L 10s. a year.
(4.) One room and back house down.
One bedroom.
No garden or privy. Rent, 81. 10s. a year. In
very bad repair.

85. Davics, stock-keeper to Mr. Price, farmer.—The
cottage is attached to the farm, and reckoned in rent
at 1s.6d. a week. It has one room downstairs and
wwo bedrooms. My wages are 18s. a week. I get
garden stuff from the farm, and butter at a fixed price
when there is any to spare. Wages for an ordinary
labourer are 15s. a week.

Some cottages the property of a labouring man who
built them out of his savings on land formerly cribbed
from the waste but bought by him were very good.
They had two rooms and a back place downstairs,
two bedrooms upstairs, a small garden. Rent, 10s. a
month.—E. B. P.]

BETTWS.
Tue Scmoor.

86. Miss Morgan, mistress, vncertificated.
Number on the books, 70.
Average attendance for year, 40.
In attendance on 21st October, 58.

The oldest girl or boy in the school is 14 ycars of
age. Some children come from a distance of three
miles, )

Tho attendance is irregular at the time of potato-
setting in the spring, and when the crop is bein
gathered in the autumn ; the children then work for
their parents and not for farmers, and are employed
at a very early age.  Stone-picking is done by boys
and girls for farmers at 8d. a day.

Women very seldom work in the fields, except at
haytime and harvest; when they are employed they get
1s. a day. Wages for a man are 2s. a day and food;
they work long hours. Boys in service under 12
years old get their food, but seldom any money ; over
12 years they get 31 and 4L a year, and board and
lodging. Service is taken for six months, from May
to November. DBoys come back to school sometimes
for the winter months,

I find that boys forget their learning more than the
girls when they are away from school.  The boys liave
very little instruction given them in the farmhouses.

The farms are mostly small. Many of the labourers
have a field or two umly keep a cow.

The rent of a cottage and garden varies from 31
with two rooms only) to 47, 10s. a year, and rates.

[This parish or hamlet is on the edge of the hills,
thinly populated, and comprising a large district of
sheep runs. Very little labour is employed by the
farmers, who for the most part cultivate their small
holdings by themsclves and their children, with,
perhaps, one or two boys living in service in their
houses.—E. B, P.]

87. Letter from Rev. C. R. Kuight, rural dean, and
vicar of St. Bride Mujor.

Tythegston Court, Bridgend,

¢ My pear SIm, October 28, 1869,
¢« [ nave been endeavouring. to fill in answers
to the queries you were good enough to send me on
the 18th instant, but I find I cannot do so with .sufli-
cient accuracy or fullness for any statistical purposes..
“I can only uffer you the general opinion { have
formed; that the practice does not prevail to any in-
jurious extent in this part of the country.of employ-
ing children at a very carly age, or for too-many hours
in the day, or from too great a distance, so.that legis-
lation is -not loudly called for on physical grounds,
At the same time there is a good deal of occasional
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work going on at various times of the year, in which
the moderate employment of children under 10 adds
very much to the resources of the family, and the
temptation is no doubt great to the parents to keep
them away from school at such times, and thus to
prevent all progress in their education.

“T cannot but think that an enactment requiring
the parent or guardian of every child under 10 to
produce to some authority a certificate of, say * 300
attendances (cach whole day counting two) at some
school, at the end of every six months would be desir-
able, and could not meet with much opposition.

¢« I think the accommodation in the cottages and in
the smaller farmhouses is as a rule insufficient ; the
sexes are often not divided, and the ventilation is bad,
but I sce no remedy for this as long as the building of
cottages is the fuvourite investment of the savings of
the Welsh labouring classes.

“ Yours very truly,
“ Cuarues R. KNigur.”

COYCHURCH.

88. Rev. C. H. Lewellin, rector.-~The usual age of
children going to work in my parish is, for boys, 13
years, and they always live with the farmers. With
the exception of harvest time, women rarely do any
agricultural work but pulling their own potatoes.
I do not think any restriction on the employment of
females is needed, the evil where it exists will I think
work its own cure. Boys should certainly not be

. allowed to work under 12 years of age.

1 do not think that the principles of the Iactory
Acts would answer for agricultural employment. My
experience is that a boy loses in a day more than he
learns in a week. Attendance at school should be
continuous to be efficacious. The great evil here in
regard to non-attendance proceeds from the parents ;
from local circumstdnces the children are kept away
for a couple of days a week to fetch coal on donkies.
This is a greater bar to education than agricultural
labour.

In rural districts it is impossible to have the distance
as short as one would wish. I believe one good
school, with a distance of two miles on each side, better
than multiplying small and necessarily inferior schools.

School payments should be 3d., 2d., aud 1d.

Hedge schools charging 8d. a week are better
attended than those charging 1d. There is no indus-
trial training for girls except sewing.

There is ample house room for the accommodation
of the Jabourers, 'The cottages generally have two
rooms downstairs, they have a little land for a garden.
Many belong to the labourers themselves, and most
belong to small owners. Rent varies from 2/, 10s. to
5. a year.

I have labourers earning 14s. a week who keep cows
and rent land ; they are to be distinguished from
small farmers, as they all work for masters. One who
has two cows and a heifer works on the railway.

I do not think that cottage property, such as would
be really necessary for the comfort of the poor, will
ever.prove remunerative,

In Summer,

On In average
- Register. | Attendanee.
Boys :
Under 10 - - 50 45
Between 10 and 13 - 30 20
Girls:
Under 10 - . 45 40
Between 10 and 1 - 30 20

* The 300 attendances are for the whole year, but the cer-
tificate is to be produced half-yearly.
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Glamorgan- In Winter.
shire
Mr. Portman. On In average.
- Register. | Attendauce.
m.
Boys:
Under 10 - - 70 60
Between 10 and 1 - 35 30
Girls:
Under 10 - - 60 45
Between 10 and 13 - 32 25

There was a night school last winter for tlie first
time, open for 20 weeks for two hours on thiee higlits
Out of 20 on the register the average
The attendance was irfegular, *

a week.
attendance was 12,

GOWER.

39. 7. Penrice, Esq., Kilv:oug_h, Chairman of
ians.

The workhouse has very few inniates, there has not

Gower Board of Guar:

been an able-bodied man in it since it'was opened.

The difference between the labourer and the farmér
A purely labouring class
hardly exists ; the old class had a small piece of land

The

in Gower is very slight.

with their houses.

The people are well clothed with flannel.
cottagers usually keep pigs. There is a considerable
addition to their earnings from oyster dredging and
quarrying. A quarryman earns from 3s. a day to 11

a week.

The cottages are not good:; too many of them have
only one bedroom, Iam getting cottages with quarter

acre of land, which I'let at 312 year. -

Isee no objection to placing, restrictibis ab ‘the
employment of children under 10"years of age with a
view to improve their education ; ‘there ight be some
difficulty in carfying oiit'any such scheme,

40. John Clark, farmer, Penard—IL farm from 300 to
400 acres. I employ a boy.of 10 years of age,all the
year, who lives in my house ; his..pay,.in addition ;to
board and Jodging, would begin at 6. .a.week, and be
advanced at the rate of 1L a year. Young boys are
employed for bird-keeping-at.6d. a day ; their hours of
work are from 6 am,to 6 pm. Boys of 12 or 14
years of age are used for singling, turnips.

Women weed corn at-1s. a.day.

Men’s wages are 125. a:week. I have.one cottage
attached to my farm._for the man who looks after the

stock, which he inhabits rent-free.

. Boys.of 17 and 18 years of age living. in the farm-
house get 151 and 161 a year, with board and Jlodging,
They can go to night school if they wish; but JI:d
not make a_practice of compelling them to do so..
furnish-them with books so that they may: keep up

their education at home.

The district is far better supplied with
it was 20 years ago, and I think there is ample.means
of education for the farmer class;; there is a very.good
school at Bishopton, to which I would send my children.
I do not think legislation as to the age at which
children should be emplcyed would affect this district;
many people now will not send their young-children
out. Some of the labourers save money in order
to.get a bit of land to grow vegetable stuff,

41, Mr. W, Beynon, farmer, Penard.—I hold about
120 acres. I do not employ labourers ; my children
do most of the farm work. "I keep one man scrvani,
24 years of age, who lives in my house and receiyes
lodging. 'He cime

155, a year besides board an
from Devonshire.

I keep my children at school as. {ggp‘laj‘i‘"y‘ asT can
till 12 or 18 yeafs of age; by that tiliie "they” get
education cnough for farming, though. perhaps, for

any business they might want more.

I let . little potato :ground -to-the quarrymen at

about 2/, per acre,
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I sometimes employ a woman -for pulling turnips at
per drill.

I prefer having-servants- in the house to employing
day labourers, they are more at call when wanted.

I have alwayslived in Gower. The state of education
in the district is bétter than formerly.

42. Henry Evaas, farmer, Green Lane; Penard.—I
hold 50 acres and employ my -own children on the
land ;-thie-only-extra labour I require-is in harvest.

I do not think the earnings 6f'a child under 10 years
are' warth anything to the Jlabourer; there -is. not
much: need,now. of such-boys on the.firms, as:they are
not: wanted to drive oxen.as formerly.

All my children go -to_ the.village school.. 1:think
children get more.education now than formerly ; some
parents are heedless about-it.. Some-of the oldpeople
cannot read or write. . < .-

) “There:is sufficient means of education for the-middle
class, .- . - :

Many of -the:labourers .have a: small piece of land
and-keep. a -cow or two. Women work.in‘the fields,
and girls too sometimes-for stone-picking, but-as -a' rule
they work with their families and don’t go out for-hire:
My girls go hauling turnips and getting up potatoes.

PENRICE AND NICHOLASTONE.
Population; 416: - ..Acreage,2,829.
Cultivation ‘miked.

43. Mr. Jokn Barrop, agent to C..Mansel Talbot,
Esq., M.P.—The youngest boys I employ are from 10
to 12 years.eld; Girls.are not employed on the farms,
nor as a rule are women so employed except a little
in summer. The average. distance to work is one
mile, and the hours are ten,

[ would place the limit for boys’ work at 12 years.

‘There are_schools- .provided .by Mr. Talbot, and I
think-the. children do take advantage.of them. The
cottages are good, .in sufficient. iumber, -And- con-
veniently. situated ; tliey-are not overcrowded,.andall
have good.gardens.. , .

Cottage.(No, 1). One rovm and back house down:
. “stairs, two..bedrooms; garden

. and paddock. Rent 8l .10s, a
__year and rates.
» . (No. 2). Two.rooms and back house down-
o stairs, two bedrooms. Rent with
arden 41, a:year. ,

‘['They are fairly good and tidily, kept.—E. B, B.]

Wages' for men are 10s.-a week ; at.contract work
they.can earn 155, 8 week; for women,if employed,
1s. a day, - C .

Most of the men keep a cow and.a pig with a run
on the common or u bit of land; or sometimes both.
‘The labourers save money.

In the western, part of Gower there .are & number
‘of small farmers not employing any labour but working
the land: themselves with the help of their families.
There are many sheep. running on the mountains, the
right of run, being. attached to the farms.

There is a:sufficient-number. of schools,.say one for
two or three parishes, and within reasopable distance
of the dwellings of the labourers. I do not think
there is any dearth-of-the-means of education for the
farmer class,

VALE OF NEATH.

41: Mr::Glass,sub-agent of the Gnoll Estate, Neath,
—The farms in this district are as a rule small; there
iz one on the Gnoll estate of 1,000 acres ‘held’by Mr,
Paraniore, o .

Children are not employed in agricultare. under 14
years of-age ithe small..ones go-to:the tin and-other:
worke, Farmera’-children. are wused on the mountain
runs te Jook: ‘after sheep, &c..i-these runs Jet:at Is
and-2s.-an acte. <o ‘ .

“Women-are'émployed-on.the Inrge farms for. turnip-
pulling from:the'age of 14 years upto 40; there maybe
oni:Mr: Paramdre’s-farm 8 or:10 girls of iges-varying
from 14 to'18-new: cmployed' in the turnip fields;
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they earn 1s. a day, and. work from 7 a.mi. to 6 p.m.,

with 13 hour allowed for dinner.

Men’s wages are 15s, and 165, a week -with some-
Single. men
Jiving in the farmhouses are hired in the faic at Néath
for six months ; women scrvants are .also hived at
these faivs. The hiving takes place in opei street,
These men are ‘hired by the smaller farmers, who
have one or two in the house. The larger.farmers do
not usually keep men iv the house;-but have-cottages
-attached to their farms where ‘the married carters

times. 2 house rent-free in addition.

live.. :

On the hills there are many 50 acre farms with.a
run attached, where no labourers are employed.

Legislation as to the age for employment of children
would hardly affect this district. I do not think that
a prohibition of work before a certain age would have
the effect of bringing the children to school 5 itilias
Farmers would not
appreciate a certificate of school attendance, or care
to demand it when'the lads cimé tobé'hired.  Register

not that effect in the works.

offices for sérvants-are-not kept here. ’

Farmers send’ ‘théir children to the same school as
the labourers ; -the ¢hildren leave schog] at 12 years
of-age to help on their parents” fafms. Maiyof the
sheep-farmsare two to four riiles distafit‘froni aschool ;
there are very few-ghepherds:living onithe'rins.. The
distance to work is hot’ great, nor is' there any injury to

health caused by agricultural work.

Cottages on- tlie Groll éstste afe in good order.
In some there is dnly one bedroom, but génerally there
are two in cach; anid a garden is always attached.
The rent of those attached to the farms is on the

average ls. a week ;. a few are'let at 1s. 6d.

There is a reformatory sehool’in ‘Neath, from which
‘boys go -out ““in companies” under the care of a
superintendent to work for the farmers, weeding and
in the turnip-ficlds ; they earn 9. to Is. a’hedd, and

their labour is'in demand,

45. Mr. James Long, farmer, Ynysarwed.—I hold
1,000 acres, part hilland part vale. T-emaploy one boy
Boys are
generally employed- from -9 to 12 year's of'age.  Girls

-of' 9 jrears of age to lead a‘horse at plough:

are seldom employed on the farms.

Women are’ employed'at 1s. a day and' their food.
The hoiurs of work are: about ¢ight for Wwomen 2iid. 10

for men and boys: -

I think boys should not be empldyed in firm work

under 12 years of*age except in harvest,

Wages for men are 15s. o week, for wometi 1s. a
Lads of 19 years and
upwards living in the 'farmliouse earn-17/.to 201 a
year. Tincline to having all men iiecessary for the
operations of ‘the farm.living in the ‘house, for the
sake of cconomy in the fuatter of food. I have brotglit
several men from Somersetsliire.” d Welsh woman

day, for children 4s. a week.

works as well as many Somerset men.

Advantage is pot taken of the schools. T do not
think that early labour is the hindrance but rather
neglect on the part 6f thie parents, who &ié themselves
uneducated, and do niot'care sulliciently for the welfare
of theif children. Xfind educated labourérs the most
‘useful 7 for ingtance, I have only oné whe is 4 écholar,
 lad about 16 yéars old” with only one ‘leg, bat he.is
of more service to e than ihose who hive 'the adyan-

tage of him in bodily soundn

The cottages are very bad, in many ‘instanées ofer-
crowded with lcdgers to help out the réit ; the
ventilation is ‘bad and the gardens not very good.

Rent is 1s. 6d. to s, o week,

RESOLVEN, GLYNQORWG, AND GLYN

NEATIH.
Population, about 2,000 =

agricultural and partly mineral.
and at"Glyncorwg,

* Mhereds no cmployment of ¢hildren i the
Women are not reyularly employed,

.
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Acreage, 20,000.

46. Rev. D. Griffiths, vicar.—This district-is partly
Thére are ‘three
schools, and [ have a certificated niaster at Resolven

~ 0
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There.are large tracts of sheep run on the hills,
and many small farmers who make money by using
their carts for hauling at the coal pits.

The labouring class is well off; an agricultural
labourer gets 16s. a week.

The regulation in the coal pits requiring the pro-
duction of a certificate of reading, &c. before hiring
is working well, and T think it would answer as well
for the farm labourer. The Welsh are beginning to
appreciate education, and are anxious to secure good
teachers for the schools. Farmers’ children leave
school at an earlier age than thosc of the labourer.
There are many scattered dwellings on the hills, far
removed from a school.

I am in favour of grants in aid being given to schools
for results, putting aside the question of the teacher
being certificated or otherwise ; and I think such an
alteration of the regulations of the Committee of
Council would be beneficial to rural parishes.

In Resolven the school attendance is pretty regular,
some pressure being used, as the parish is in the hands
of one landlord.

The.cottages are pretty good ; most of them have
two rooms dowhstairs and twe bedrooms, and a good
garden. The rent of these is 2s. to 2s. 6d. 2 week.
There are some -old ones at. 1s.to ls. 6d. a-week.
They.are not as-a rule attached to the farms.

- LANTWITT MAJOR. .
Population, 1,228 - Acreage, 4,915.

47. Mr. John Garsed, occupier.—I émploy one boy

under 8 years of age, two between 8 and 10 years,
and two between 13 and 18 years, no girls, but six
married wormen, who are employed in spring in
weeding and stoné-picking ;.in summer in  couching”
and hay-making ; in winter in pulling turnips, and one
or two of them in barn work. The distance to work
is1 to 11 miles. Women work from 8.30 am. to
5.30 ot 6 p.m. with 1} hours allowed for dinner. One
hour would be required for walking to and from work.
Turnip cleaning is injurious to delicate children and
.married women from exposure to inclement weather.
“Young. gitls 1p to 20 years should not be allowed to
work in agriculture, as they become totally unfitted
for household work and to be mothers of families.
‘Their morals are decidedly lowered in tone by such
labour.’ '
_ There is no need of restriction on the hours of
work for children and young persons, as in conse-
quence of high wages the labourers are more
independent than in most other districts.

1f there is no school in their parish few, if any, of
the children of the labouring class go to another
parish. The school.attendance is considerably affected
by the poverty of the parents, the women from want
of "household education being as a rule bad managers,
and thus whatever the amount of wages earned they
are ‘always needy. Bad cottages are a curse to a
district ; they render the households badly managed,
drive the husband to the public house, and lower the
moral ‘tone of the whole family, The absence of
privies is a great evil in this district.

Two cottages for 100 acres are sufficient ; we have
more than that proportion, Some cottages have one
smafl. room downstairs, .and one upstairs unceiled,
others have. two rooms doivn and :two bedrooms.
Ventjlation is indifferent, and the drainage is bad.
Many are owned by tradesmen and persons having no
Janded property in the neighbourheod. All have a
good garden attached. Rent varies from 1s. to 2s.
a week. o

Landlords might provide cottage accommodation
on the farms, and charge the tenant a per-centage on
the outlay ; any tenant would gladly pay it, as the
workman would be located where he was wanted, and
the. employer would pay less wages fer horse kecpers,
&c. than when they have a mile or two to walk home
every night.

[F—
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48. Extract from LerTER from the above.

* » # «\Vith regard to the state of education.
ist, we want industrial and domestic training for girls
to enable them to fulfil properly their duties as wives
and mothers. 2nd, boys should before being em-
ployed produce a certificate from a properly authorized
schoolmaster, that such boy has received a certain
number of hours’ instruction during the preceding
six months: a penalty should be imposed upon the
employer of any boy who could not produce such
certificate, for I would punish the tempter not the
tempted.

“T hold that the owners and occupiers of land, and

all other classes are bound to provide cheap elemen-
tary education for the working classes; this would:be
done by-local rate, and if the poor require anything
beyond that, in order to raise their childfen in the
social scale, they ought to pay for it as a luxury.

“It is highly desirable in this district that education
should be undenominational, for at least three-fourths
of our fellow parishioners are dissenters,and a Church
of England school will not be successful even under
strong compulsion. Thise views are the result of
many years’ experience -in_this parish, in ecstablishing
and supporting Church of England, National, and other
class schools.”

BRECONSHIRE.

BRECON UNION.

49. D. . Thomas, Esgq., union clerk.—Children are
not employed in farm work. The board of guardians
expects boys at 12 years of age and girls at 15 to earn
something for their own maintenance.

Farmers bave a boy or two of 12 years and upwards
in their houses. They take them from the workhouse
at that age, and give them food but no wages.

Women are employed on the firms for stone-pick-
ing. They do not often work, but the farmers would
be glad to get them at 1s. a day.

‘The highest wages for an ordinary labourer are 15s.
a week. A waggoner living in the farmhouse gets
from 15L to 18I, a year with board and lodging.

Schools are fairly numerous in the neighbourhood
of Brecon; most of the villages have one, but in the
hills the shepherds and farmers never send their
children to school on account of the distance from
their homes. Relief is withdrawn'from widows if the
children are not seut to the schoo! after due warning
and on the report of the relieving officer,

Since the passing of the Union Chargeability Act
farmers are desirous of having wore cottages on their
farms, but in the matter of education many think that
the labourer is now “ quite high enough up.”

50. J¥. Probert, relieving officer.—I was once a far-
mer. My district is all agricultural, with the exception
of the town of Brecon. The farms near Brecon vary in
size from 50 acres up to 300 and 400 acres. There
are sheep runs on the hills belonging to the valley
farms. ‘The run is not a defined tract of land be-
longing to each farmer, but a right of run for so many
sheep on common land. .

Boys of 10 years old are used with the cattle. They
live in the farmhouses and get board and lodging,
and either clothes or 2I. a year. Girls are not em-
ployed in outdoor work on the farms except at hay and
harvest. Women work at potatoeing, turnip topping,
&c. Some are employed all the year round.

Wages for an ordinary labourer are 12s. a week;
they used to be 10s., but have been raised on account
of the demand for labour at the works.

A woman will earn 1s. a doy, or 6d. and meals.

The north side of Brecon is well supplied with
schools. I was formerly manager of a British school,
and am sure that the people are now more careful
about their children’s education than formerly. The

children used to leave school at 10 or 11 years of age.

Night schools have not been suecessful.

I'think 10 years wonld be-a good limit-to-fix for the
Children would be sent to
school if the parents could afford it, but in cases of
large families T do not think they can afford- it.  Still
the loss of earnings in consequence of a prohibition of
work before 10 years would, in my opinion, he very
wifling,  There are some outlying places too far dis-
tant from the school to admit.of a chilid’s attendmice,
especinlly in the hills,

The cottages have of late been improved. Sorie
few have only one bedroom, but the greater number
have two, All have gavdens, The rent varies accord-
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ing to the size of the gardenand the condition of the
building, and ranges from 2. to 51 a year.

I do not think the labourers save much money.

51. J. Lloyd, Esq., Dinas, near Brecon, owner and
occupier.—The cultivatien is chiefly arable. Near the
mountains some few farms are entirely pastoral.

Boys are employed from 8 vears upwards, i.e., as
soon as they are old enough to watch the cattle or
disturb the crows; the latter they do in the spring
and autumn, the former in the summer. ‘This occupies
but 2 small portion of their number. After 10 years
of age they get hired by the small farmers, and have
constant employment.

only employ two girls on my farm of 500 acres ;
they are about 12 years of age; they work in the
same occupation as their mothers, and nearly always
in their company; the employment of girls is not
common in this district.

Women are employed on an average about four
months in the year, and would like to be employed
more, in hoeing and dressing turnips, harvesting -hay
and corn, and in a few instances in tending cattle in
the farm yards in the winter months.

The distance from work is_from 4 mile to 1% mile,
scarcely ever more. On wmy farm the hours of work
are from 9 am. to 6 p.m,, in harvest time occasionally
till 7 or 8 p.m. ; they only work the latter time for,
say, 10 days in the year, and.on those occasions they
have beer. On some farms work is commenced at
8 a.m. ’

I do not think it desirable to place any restriction
on the employment of boys or of females.

The children in my neighbourhood have ample
means of education, and very generally avail them-
selves of them; thereis no cause, except early labour,
to prevent their attendance.

The cottages in my parish and neighbourhood are
good and sufficient for the supply of libour, are con.
veniently placed, and well supplied with water and
means of ventilation. I know of no instance of im-
worality attributable to overcrowding.  Nearly all
of them have gardens; the occupiers of the very few
that have them not are, in my case, allowed to plant
potatoes in the ficld. I am not aware of any occu.
picrs of cottages whe have allotments of land other
than gardens, in this district, and in my opinion such
allotments are not desirable,

Wages for men ure 12s, a week, and- sometimes a
cottage rent free; for women 8d. a day.

The sheep-run districts are very thinly populuted.

PENPONT.

Populatisit, 156 - Acreage, 1,355,

52, Penry Williams, Esg.,owner.—~—Cultivation chiefly
grazing-and, meadow land, with -some small quantity
of tillage, Boys are eniployed at.about 18 yours old ;
they are hired: in Muay and November. There are -
about seven girls. employed on the farms, chiefly. for
milking and housework; their ages varying from 14 to
22 years,



IN AGRICULTURE (1867) COMMISSION :—JBVIDENCE,

Tt is difficult to say to what extent women are em-
ployed ; the wife of a labourer, if without children,
would be employed to assist in dairy-work, &ec.

Boys and girls live in the farmhouses.  ‘The hours
of work are from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. in summer, and from
7.30 am. to 5.30 p.m. in winter. Boys should not
commence work before 18 years of age. No restric-
tion is necessary on the employment of fewales ; they
are not overworked.

There is a school in the neighbouring parish, to
which the children of Penpont go ; nearly all the
labourers and handicraftsmen send their children
there.

The cottages are generally good, and 1 do not
know of any ecases of immorality in consequence of
overcrowding; they all have gardens.

The bamlet of Penpont inaintains its own poor
separately. It is one of the hamlets which formerly
constituted the parish of Llanspythidd, and by multi-
plying the number of girls returned by me us employed
here by five you will arrive at a proximate estimate
of the gitls employed in each of the other hamlets.

ABERCAMLALIS, near BRECON.

58. The Rev. Garnons Williams to Hon. I, Portman.

« Sir, 5th November 1869.
“1 nave not answered categorically the ques-

tions contained in the forms you sent me, because the
land within my incumbency is exceptionally placed.
It belongs for the most part to two estates, the pro-
prietors of which reside on their property. Much is
Jaid down in grass and wood, which under other cir-
cumstances would be divided into ordinary farms, and
most of the cottages are better and less overcrowded
than elsewhere. Perhaps you will, therefore, accept
from me instead a general statement as regards the
neighbourhood of Brecon on the subject you especially
desire to be informed upon.

¢« There is, as I believe, no pressing call for legislation
in favour of children, young persons, and women em-
ployed in agricelture in this particular neighbourheod.
The system of gangs, either public or private, does not
exist here, nor are women to any great extent per-
manently employed in hard work in the fields ; still,
as legislation is certainly needed much in other places
in this matter, it would be very desirable that women
and children, even here, should be protected from the
possible oppression of individual farmers.

«The farms in this neighbourhood are for the most
part small, and the furmhouse itself contains not
unfrequently all who regularly work upon the farm.
Women and boys engaged as farm servants, specially
so engaged, work often in the fields. In winter they
are employed in raising turnips and tending cattle;
in spring, in gathering stones from arable and pasture
Jands ; in summer and autumn, in hay and corn harvest,
in potato gathering, &¢. Women and boys not living
in the farmhouses are occasionally employed in outdoor
work when there is a pressure, and in onk barking in the
barking senson, while an tho other hand the inmates
of the farmhouse often vary their field employment
with housework,

“The hours of work for those employed in the fields
are, in summer, from 8 to G, in winter from light to
dusk. Boys are not, as a rule, cmployed till about
12 years of age.  When women are employed in field
work it usually is not from nccessity but choice, because
they prefer it to charing, washing, &e.

“This is a thinly papulated neighbourhood, on the
hillz on either side of the valley in which I live, there
are wide commons, houses are few and far between
many of the cotinges are bad and overcrowded; I
doubt not that this tends to immorality, and indoed
nrany of the farmhouses, especially in the hilly districts,
have not sutlicient accommodation for decency.

¢ The hiring or mep fairsure a truitful source of evil;
as a rule all farm servants arc hired at these fairs,
even if the servants intend to keep their places they

24838,
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go to the fair and are hired afresh; I believe these
faivs have a very demoralizing effect in many ways,
and it would be a great benefit to the country if they
could be abolished,

“\With regard to primary education ; while during
the last 10 years many excellent schools have been
established, many more are wanted. My conviction
is that the present system of education should be
enlarged or rather modified so as to embrace all cases.
The system of paying by results might with good
effect be extended. Schools in couutry places where
the population is small, and where there are few resi-
dent gentry, might be exceptionally dealt with. For
any sweeping change to be made with regard to the
education of the poor would retard its progress for a
considerable period. Compulsory education and com-
pulsory local rates for education would, besides being
unpepular, damp zeal and energy, and put an end to
all voluntary efforts which are the heartiest and the
best. To place the education of the country in the
hands of the guardians of the poor, or of any other
local board of ratepayers, or their representatives,
would inevitably in many country places tend to con-
tract and not to enlarge the bounds of education. The
minimum of cost and the minimum of knowledge
would be the great desiderata, and they would
probably be attained.

“There is no industrial school, I am sorry to say,
in this neighbourhood. An effort has been made to
obtain one for the pauper children of the two unions
of Brecon and Crickhowell, but it has failed.

¢ From observations made in this neighbourhood I
do not feel myself in a position to make any more
particular remarks, either upon the present state of
children, young persons, and women employed in
agriculture, or upon the proposed legisiation on their
bebalf. I trust that whatever protective legislation is
determined upon, my, if only incidentally, benefit
those who live in this secluded district.

<1 am, &c.
Garxoxs WiLLiams.”

DEVYNOCK.

Population, 1,798 - Acreage, 28,884
Including extensive mountains.

54, Rev. David Parry, vicar.—The majority of
labourers arc farm servants living in their masters’
houses, and for them there is no special hours. There
is no injury done to the health by employment on the
farms. I do not think there is any necessity for
placing a restriction on the employment of females
or of boys in farmwork.

I think attendance at school, if enforced at alj,
should be made compulsory for a certain period during
the winter months, when children in a great measure
are altogether unemployed.  During the summer
months they arc usually more occupied.

School attendance is not mueh aftected by distance,
except in wet and stormy weather, and very little so
by the pecuniary resources of’ the parents, because of
the free education given to the children of the poorer
class here by virtue of an endowment,

There is no industrinl training for girls, except
teaching sewing.

Scnoor.

In Summer.

1
! On In average
- | Register. | Attendance.
|
Boys :
Under 10 - - - 45 40
Between 10 and 18 - 15 10
Girls :
Under 10 - - - 40 38
Between 10 and 18 - 10 7
L

Breeenshire.
Mr. Portman,
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Breconshire,

Mr. Portman.

m,

In Winter,

On . In average
- Register. . Attendance.
Boys :
Under 10 - - - 60 50
Between 10 and 18 - 30 25
Girls:
Under 10 - - - 55 50
Between 10 and 13 - 25 15

Almost all the poorest people in this neighbourhood
are able to read and write.

55. Mr. Smith, relieving officer, Devynock District.
—Boys are not employed in farmwork under 10 years
of age, and then they go io permanent service. They
are not much used for bird-keeping. Girls go out
nursing about 10 years of age, but are not employed
in the fields till 12 or 18 years, when they are used
for stone-picking and weeding corn.

Women are used on farms near the villages for
stone-picking, and are paid per cart load ; they are
also employed in getting up potatoes at 6d. a day and
their food.

It is a custom to give a row or two of potatoes as
payment for harvest work.

The population in the hills is very thin ; there are
a few shepherds’ houses here and there.

There are schools in every parish, but they are not
well attended. The small farmers are iess educated
than the labourers, as they are too poor to dispense
with the Jabour of their children on the farms.

Relief is reduced when a child is 10 years old, if it
is strong. I do not think that any.hardship would be
inflicted on the parents by a prohibition of work
before 10 years of age.

Cottages all have gardens ; most of them have two
bedrooms, but they are not very good.

Wages for a man living at home are 3s. and 6s. a
week, and board at the farmer’s house.

There is not much out-door labour employed in my
district ; the work is done as much as possible by
servants living in the farmhouses.

There are hiring fairs at Brecon and Trecastle in
November and May ; the hiring is chiefly by the
year. Lads and girls stand in the open air to be
hired. If not hired on the first day they go home and
can return the next day or on any following Saturday.
I have not observed much evil resulting from these
fairs,

LLYWELL, near TRECASTLE.
Population, 1,503 -

56. Rev. Lewis Price, vicw.—The farmers of this
district and parish being chietfly small tenant farmers
do not employ labourers but occasionally, as they are
able by the assistance of their children and in some
cases by that of a manservant and female servants to
do the work necessary to be done on their farms
during the season,

School attendance is affected by distance in bad
weather. The school payment is only 1d. a week for
each child, There is no industrial training for girls
except needlework wt the schools.

This parish is well supplied with cottages, in fact
more than sufficiently supplied, as a great mary
labourers are obliged to leave the place in winter and
summer in search of employment, The rent is from
21, to 51, a year.

LLANGORSE DISTRICT.

51. Mr. Price, rclieving officer.—Ihave been 8 years
in office. Children are not employed in farmwork
in my district under 10 years of age, and not per-
manently till 12 years. Small boys may sometinies
be employed in the mornings and evenings to fetch

Acreage, 20,500.
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cows and ewes for milking, and they attend school in
the middle of the day. TFor this work they get 6d.
a week, and breakfast and supper every day.

Girls are not employed in the fields; women are
difficult to get; they are averse to field-work ; those
who go get 6d. a day and food, or 10d. to s, and no
food.

My district is purely agricultural ; it is very thinly
populated, and labour is scarce. The farms vary in
size from 50 to 300 acres.

In some parts of the district schools are few and
far between, often as much as three miles from the
dwellings, but they are well attended. The small
farmers are the worst educated class. The labourers
are beginning to care more for education. There are
no night schools.

The cottages arc generally good, but ratker scarce.
‘They mostly have two rooms down and two up stairs;
most of them have gardens. Those attached to the
farms are in the worst state of repair. New cottages
are being built by persons investing their money in
them.

Wages for a man are 11s. a week and a house free,
or 12s. a weck and pay rent, or 7s. and 8s. a week and
board in farmhouse while living at home. Lads live
in the farmhouses. Labouress in regular emplay of
a farmer frequently have so many yards of potato
ground free ; milk also is given to them when there is
a family. There is plenty of milk to be had from
the farmers if it is wanted. -

Hedging, draining, turnip hoeing are taken by the
piece by men.  Stone picking is taken by the women
at per load, and the children go with them to that
work. Sheep milking is done by women, they are
paid by the week, and have two meals a day.

Old men go out bird-keeping.

I have not known any cases of injury to health
arising from ordinary field work. The distances to
work are not great.

I know some lnbourers who have saved money, and
are now small farmers.

LLANDETTY.
Population, 633 - Acreage, 5,980.

Cultivation, as a rule, mixed. Some farms, however,
are chiefly arable, and others chiefly pasture.

58, David Downes, Esq., cccupier, Maesmawr.—1
hire one or two boys by the year, who reside in the
house with me, and arc generally of the age of 14
or thereabouts. I believe a similar custom prevails
throughout, this parish. An occasional child (boy or
girl) is employed to keep the erows off the corn fields
during autumn and spring for a fortnight or three
weeks.

The employment of girls both on_this farm and in
this parish is an exceptional case. If so employed it
would be during hay and corn harvest. The instances
are rare, and in these instances the ages would vary
from 12 to 20 years.

It is difficult to obtain the services of women ; when
employed, it would be during hay and corn harvest, in
topping and tailing turnips, gathering stones off the
clover, and in spreading maunure in the turnip drills,
The distance to work would not exceed one mile on
thie farm, and 1} miles in the parish would be a rare
instance. The hours, as a gencral rule, are from
9 a.n to 6 or 7 pm. I would not place any restric-
tion on the empioyment of boys. A boy would be of
jittle use to me till he had attained his 12th year ; and
speaking from obscrvation in this county I would
decidedly not place any restriction on the employment
of females.

Wages for a man are 11s. a week and house rent
free, food for a month in harvest, potatoes from one-
half to one sack, planted free of cost; they keep
poultry and a pig. 1 veckon itis equal to 145, a week
through the year. Women get 1s. a day in harvest ;
they take topping turnins by the job, at 4d. a cart
load ; they usunlly earn 1s. 2 day at it, but I have
known an instance of a woman earning 2s. 6d. in a
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day ; they come to work about 10 a.n, and go or re-
turn at what hour they please. Labour is rather
scarce. 1 do not think the labourers save much.
There are hiring fairs at Brecon, Ifay, Builth, and
Crickhowell in May and November. The hiring is by
the year or six months ; some sign an agreement. [
should prefer the fairs being done away with, and a
character given to the servants from their former
places. Register offices might be substituted for the
present system. The ironworks in the neighbourhood
keep the surplus labour employed, and there is no wman
or boy out of employ here.

There is an excellent mixed National school, which
is well and regularly attended. Last quarter there
were 99 on the books. The Government grant this
year was 59/. 15s. 4d. The small farmers want
cducation for their children more than the labourers;
they are too poor to employ labour, and keep their
children at home to work on the farm. I think on
this point the attention of the Government and some
form of compulsion is needed. The children go to
school in the winter.

The best lads from the scheol go away to some em-
ployment higher than that of an agricultural labourer.

The cottages are, on the whole, in fair condition,
though frequently there is not sufficient sleeping
accommodation. There might be a few more on
some farms with benefit to the tenant. As a general
rule each cottage has a plot of ground (large or small)
attached to it; potato ground to the extent of one-
eighth of an acre is frequently given in addition, rarely
more than that, but frequently much less. A double
cottage costs 120/, Stoune is abundant. Rent of a
cottage without a garden is 3/, a year; with a garden,
3L 10s. a year.

‘There are sheep-runs on the hills, for the most part
belonging to small farmers.

CWMDU.
Population, 5,384 - Acreage, 33,798,

There is a great tract of hill-top and sheep-run.

59. Mr. Thomas Francis, farmer and guardian,—The
population is scattered. I hold 378 acres, and employ
more labour than anyone else in the parish. I have
two men living on the premises, and the rest of the
labour is obtained from the village. Boys are not,
as a rule, employed before 18 years of age; they are
only very occasionally used for bird-keeping. Girls
are not cmployed on the farms. A few women are
employed for topping turnips and stome-picking at
Gd. a load, also for weeding corn by the day at ls.
a day.

A mao in constant employ gets 13s. a2 week, and
two to four pints of cider a day; those living in the
house get 150, a year and board. I have one boy
16 years old, who only gets Gl & year, but heis a
weak lad; if strong he would be worth 120 to 15/
& year,

"The Inbourers live close to their work. The hours
for women working by the day are from 8 a.m. to
5 or 6 p.m, with an hour allowed for dinner; those
who work by the piece come at 9 or 1¢ a.m. and
go away at their own time.

I do not think it is neeessary in this district to
place any restriction on‘the age at which boys should
be employed, but if it were placed at 10 years I o
not see that any injury would be done to the parents
in the matter of earnings.

There is a church school here, where the payment
for labourers’ children is 1d. a week, for those of
farmers 55 a quarter, There is a sum of 80/ a year
bequeathed to the school. The district is fairly sup-
plied with schools ; [ do nnt,think the furthest distance
for a child would be more than a mite. ‘There is a
school at Wainvach between this place and Talgarth,
and many of the bigger children from the lower part of
the village go to Crickhowell schaol, about two miles
distant, The attendance is fairly regular,  There is
no. night school, but we have a singing club in the
village which occupies the young men in the evening,

The cottages are good, All have two bedrooms,
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some have three. They are not overcrowded, and are
in sufficient number for the farms. 1 have some
attached to my farm. Rent is from 84 to 4/, a yeur,
All have good gardens. ‘Ihe regular workmen have
leave to plant a sack of potatoes free in the farmer’s
field,

The small farmers cannot afford to send their
children to school ; they want their labour on the
farms in winter as wuch as in summer, and they
cannot spare money to pay for hired labour. Their
houses are often far worse than & labourer’s cottage.
I have known some of these men begin a 50 acre farm
with a capital of 504

LLANGENNY.

60. Martyn Roberts, Esq., owner and occupier.—
Cultivation 18 partly avable and partly grass, and a large
quantity of mountain common sheep pasture.

Children are sometimes employed in scaring crows.
Young persons generally live at the farms as servants.
Girls are only employed as resident farm servants.

A few women are employed for weeding corn and
digging potatoes. The distarce to work does not
often exceed one mile. The hours are from 8 a.m. to
12 noon, then from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., exuept on
Saturdays, when they leave at 5 p.m.

There are very few boys employed, and I have
never seen any necessity for a restriction on their
employment. There are no gangs in this neighbour-
hood.

There is a National school now very well attended,
but I should like to see a night school established for
young men, say, from 15 to 21 years of age, as it
would keep them from the public house. We have
two villages in our parish. The houses ar:: good of
their kind. There village children go to school or are
employed in the woollen factory and paper mills.

The greater number of cottages have gardens either
adjoining the houses or at a short distance therefrom.

CorraGEs.

61. Property of Archdeacon Davies.—Not satisfac-
tory as to repairs orinternal condition. One room and
back house downstairs, two bed rooms, with garden.
Rent, 81, 10s. to 4. a year.—[E. B. P.]

Wives oF LABOURERS.

62. Mrs. Filliams. My husband is a hedger.
He earns 13s. a week, and pays rent for his cottage,
‘The ordinary rate of wages is 12s. a week, with some-
times a house rent free, No extras in harvest,

63. Mrs. Jones—>My husband is an old man, and
earns 10s, a week, paying rent for his cottage. My
boy of 13 years old gets 4s. a week in summer and
winter.,

64. James, labourer and rate collector.—The rate of
wages is 12s, a week for regular men ; 2s.6d. o day for
job men. Some boys are employed scareing birds.
Girls who are farm servants turn out to work in the
fields, setting and digging potatoes. Women work in
the fields at 1s. a day and “find themselves.” There
are only a few in this parish who work in the fields.

ScuooL,

65, Williams, 12 years old, son of'a farmer who holds
800 acres.—I have three L sthers, [ was absent from
school from 22 Feb. to June, and have just come back
to school (10 Nov.). My father keeps one servant ;
employs no labourers. We, the sons, do the work of
the farm.,

[One of his brothers 9% years old had also been at
work, and had then been in school for six weeks since
the summer, and apparent!y had not been at school at
all during the spring.—E. B, P.]

66. Lmily g‘)alter.—My mother works in the ficlds
and carns Is. a day. She does not work much in winter,
Her husband works in the paper mills, Ibave never
been to field work myself, but am kept at home to
look after the little ones. There are seven of us in
family,

67. A boy said, that boys are used for scareing birds ;
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are out wet and dry from 7 am. to dark, and get fuod,
but no money ; that he went to the farmheuse for his
meals, and while away trom the field =1 do put a flag
in the field ” to keep the birds away,

68. Andrew Doyle, Esq., poor law inspector and
owner of land in Llangenny.—The rate of wages for a
regutac labourer is 125, a week ; for a job man 2s. Gd.
a day. and 20s. at harvest.  The wages of boys living
in the farmhouses vary according to nge; from 11

“'to 14 years, meat, and fromn 3/ to 6L a year ; but tl]c
practice of having lads in farmhouses does not prevail,

Women carn ls. a day, and work in the fields for
about 24 weceks out of the 52.

Boys are never employed under 10 years of age.
When employed at from 12 10 15 yeats the wages are
10d. to 1s. a doy.

‘The earnings of a steady skilful labourer, such as a
goad hedger would be, all told, about 18s. a week ;
this, however, does not include cider, and 20s. for four
or five weeks in harvest.

Extract from LETTER from A. Doyle, Lisq.

« Plas Dulas, 17 November 1869.
“ Dear Mg, PorTMaN,

«*as s v s ] w5 much struck in
talking to labouring men with the very marked pre-
ference they have for picee work rather than day
labour. As an employer who pays by the day is ever
doubtful whether he gets a fair day’s work, so the
labourer is doubtful whether he gets a fair day's
wage. This is particularly so of Welsh lubourers.
They like teo the frecdom of working by the piece,
but ubove all the chance of lighting upon ‘a good
thing,’ as navvies sometimes do upon a sand pir.
Where children are taken into favmhouses (so called)
they rurely go 10 school. The furmers, however, and
some above the class of farmers, are persuaded that
they make bettec labourers when kept from an early
age wholly at work.

“'The reut of a cottage if taken from the employer
and deducted from the wages is from ls. to 1s. Gd. &
week. I fear that throughout Breconshire labouring
men walk long distances to their work ; this, however,
is o some extent their own fault. Not wishing, as
oue of them expressed it to me, © to be bound,” they
prefer to live in the place that will be the most con-
venient for jobbing over n wide circuit.

“Yours, &c.,
“« Axprew DoyLe.”

69. Rer.Hl.Revan, Llangenny.—In this parish there
are no boys und>r 10 years of age employed ; there
are 10 between the ages of 10 and 13, and 8 between
18 and 18 years so employed, and 18 women, of whom
three only are unmarried. They are used in spring
for cleaning meadows, in summer for haymaking, in
autumn for potate-picking, and in winter for topping
turnips. They all live either on or near the farms.
Most of them are the children or members of the
family of the farmer himself. Hours of work are
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. with an hour allowed for
dinner.  There is no injury to health arising from
such employment.

Field work has the effect of making women rough
and coarse. Tmmorality too prevails considerably
among this class, but owing chiefly to the Lad nccom-
modafion provided in the houses, and not to the
nature of their work.

I do not think any restriction on the employment
of females necessary, as the outdoor work is only
ocensional and done chiefly by the servants who live
in the farms, or by married women. I do not see
how you ean prohibit the female servants on a farm
from going out to work in the fiekls at setting and
picking potatoes,

"The demand for boys’ work is not so great as to
require restriction,

Of the three plans suggested for enforeing school
attendance the third (viz., that adopting the principle
of the Printworks Act) seems to me the most satis-
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factory, if, as I understand it, it means that for six
wmonths in the year the children were compelled to
attend school 5 these months might be the winter and
spring months when their work is least in request.

I only know of one house in the pari<h, the position
of which renders it rather difficult for children to
attend school regularly ; there are five or six chil-
dren who go to school in neighbouring parishes.

I think that the cottage accommodation generally
is far from satisfactory. There ought to be at least
three bedrooms where there is a family, whereas it is
a rare thing to find a house with more than two, and
some have only one. If certain regulations could be
introduced, regulating the size and number of rooms
and the number of those who oceupy them it would
be an immense advantage; there is no doubt that as
things are at present the want of suflicient accommo-
dation produces much discumfort as well as an in-
jurious effect on morals,

The cottages have good gardens and outhouses ;
drainage is tolerably good ; the water has often to be
fetched from some distance, as it is difficult to sink
wells, in consequence &' the hilly uature of the
ground. They are owned partly by the landowners
and partly by tradesmen. Rent averages 44, a year.
There has been a great deal of cottage building of
Iate years in this parish.

‘To the best of my belief there are not above four
or five young persons of the agricultural labouring
class who are not uble to read fuirly. There may be
a few more among the farm servants, but they are
such a rambling set that it is diflicult to keep them
in view. Those that are in the parish at present are
scarcely any of them natives of the parish.

There is no evening school.

LLANBEDER.

70. Bessic Powell, schoolmistress. [On November 10
there were 20 children in school.]—I have been here
11 years. From November to April in the first year
I was here the average atlendance was four, and in
summer no children came for some time. ‘I'he average
attendance now is 28, and the highest number on the
books has been 56,

The parish is large, and there are two hamlets
besides.  The distance to school is in some cases very
great; I have known children come five miles, but the
little ones cannot come when the older children arc at
work, because the parents cannot trust them to go
alone.

The school has an endowment, and is attended by
children of farmers as well as labourers. Boys do
not come back to school after harvest till the middle
or end of November, and leave again at the end of
March, or sometimes earlier, The girls are quite as
irregular in their attendance as the boys, they work
on their parents’ farms, few farmers cemploying any
labour besides that of their children,

The parents are, as a rule, very uneducated, but 1
think they are now more anxious about the education
of their children than when I first came here.

Childven during their absence from school go back
very much in learning ; the farmers’ children keep up
their education a little at home.

I think that 100 attendances in the year might be
obtained, but I am not in favour of a compulsory
system.

LLANGATTOCK AND CRICKUOWELL,

7Y, Mr, Fowke, agent to Sir J, Bailey, Bart.—Women
arc employed at 104, a day, and 1s.-a day in harvest.
Children are very scldom employed, except perhaps
for three weeks in bird keeping. Wages for ordinary
lubouring men are 2. a day, and 1/ in harvest ; they
pay house rent,

There is no need of legislation here for the agri-
cultural labouring class. Parents are quite awnke to
the advantages of education, und will make a sacrifice
to send their children to a good school, but will not
send them to a bad teacher,
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It is very much the custom to have farm servants
living on the farm premises, and when lads are so
living they have an opportunity of saving money.

The labourers are, in my opinion, well off, and are
good workers. Iedging, &e. is done by the day.

72. Mr. Price, actuary, savings bank, Crickhowell.
—Very few farm lads are depositors in the bank, [
do not think there are above 12 agricultural labourers
who have money in the bank, but many of the servant
girls are depositors.  The rate of interest is 2% per
cent. There arc many clubs here.

BRITISH SCHOOL, CRICKHOWELL.

78. Mrs. Bennett, wife of schoolmaster.—There
were from 25 to 80 boys of 16 to 20 years of age in
attendance at the school last winter, aud five or six
young women of 18 years of age.

‘The schoot is attended by the children of farmers
and [abourers; some come from a distance of 4 wmiles.
There arc no boys in the schaol who have worked
in the fields for hire, but many arc away picking
potatees.

74. Mrs. Sunders, occupier, Crickhowell.—I farm
200 acres. I do not employ many labourers ; my sons
do the work, and [ have two boys in the house, one of
whom is 15 years old, and gets G/ a year, board and
lodging, for looking after the cattle; the other is a
plouglinan, and has 197 a year, board and lodging.
These boys cammot read very much ; they never had
much chance of schooling ; they might go to night
school, but there is a deal of work to be done on the
premises on a winter evening, cutting roots, chaff, &c.
and looking after the colts and the stock.

HAY.

73. Rev. W. L. Bevan, vicar.

Mvr. Partridge,
Mr. Yeomm%s, }ﬁmncrs.

Small boys are used for bird-keeping. If boys were
prohibited from farm work under 10 years of age the
loss to the parents would be nothing, the destruction
of clothes being greater than the incomings. Boys are
not of much use on farms till 11 years of age. We
do not have them living in the furmhouses it we can
help it. A boy of 11 or 12 years of age will carn 3s.
to 3s. Gd. a week. The employment of children is
only for a fow weeks, and they can attend sk ol in
the winter.

Girls are not employed in the ficlds here.  Some
women are employed for topping turnips, but it is not
the usual custom. It is difficult to get women to
work in the fields ; the wife of a good labourer will not
go out. There is no arrangement between the farmer
and labourer as to the work of the wife, such used to
be the case formerly.

Mr, Partridye and Mr. ¥Yeomans stated that, in their
experience, women who work in the fields are indus-
trious, and have homes tidy and well kept.

The weeding of corn is chiefily dene by horse hoes.
Turnip hoeing is done by men by the picee; boys
are very rarely employed for singling, the reason being
that in task work the boy must work up to the man,
which his strength will not permit.

The howrs of work are from 8 a.m, to 6 p.mn., with
1} hour allowed for dinner. Wages for men are in
some cases Gs, and 7s. a week and food, and 13s. to
15s. a week, taking into consideration pi ivileges, c.g.,
house rent free, potato ground, wood, cider, and
run of a pig, A job man gets 2 Gd. a day, and
expects cider besides.

A woman gets 4s. a week for light work, and 1s. a
day fof machine work,

Mr, Partridge said the privileges here are much
the same as in Devon, but the cottage gardens are not
so large as in that county.

Women are occasionally employed in ¢ barking;”
they strip and pile the bark ; it is only occasional
work, depending on o fall of timber, and is done by
the picce.

It was thought that there would be no objection to
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placing a vestriction on the employment of boys under
11 years of age.

All parishes in the valley have schools, most of
which are under Government inspection, but the dis-
tance to the schools from outlying cottages is some-
times great. These schools are certainly tuken ad-
vantage of by the labouring class, The parents,
though often thewselves uneducated, are becoming
aware of the advantages of cdueation for their
children.

[twas thought that time must elapse before the benefit
of schooling beeomes reatised by the poor, which will
not be till the parents see that the children who have
neglected school are in an inferior position to those
who have attended regularly.

The feeling was against a compulsory system, at any
rate till a sufficient number of schools for the popula-
tion have been established in convenient localities.

iducation among the farmers was said to be very
deficient.

The hill country is wild and thinly populated,
principally devoted to sheep-runs, which are attached
to the farms.

‘The cottages are huilt of stone or brick ; they are
generaily bad, though when they are being repaired
some improvement is usually made. A few have three
bedrooms.

Mr. Yeomans stated that he had 10 attached to his
farm,

Some farmhouses are worse than the cottages,
being often without any partition in the sleeping
roows, except a bit of drapery.

The gardensare about one-cighth of an acre. Potato
ground is often given free and manured.

Some cottages have privies, but not all. Cost of
building a single cottage was estimated at 8Cl, that of
o double one 1251,

76, Ilenry Allen, Isq., Oakficld, near Hay.—Boys
are not often employed under 12 years old. I think it
would be very desirable to place a restriction on their
employment before 10 years of age.

Further Government aid is much wanted for the
schools in small rural parishes.

LLANIGAN, near HAY.

Population, 429 - Acreage, 4,456.

7. Rev V. J. Thomas,vicar, owner and occupier.
—The cultivation is mixed. The upper part of the
parish consists chiefly of an extensive unenclosed
sheep-walk.

There are few boys employed in agriculture under
14 years of age.  Girls are scldom employed except
as indoor servants at from 14 to 15 years old.

Labourers® wives dre employed out of doors gene-
rally, and it is expected that where labourers are
engnged their wives when required should work on
the same farms as their husbands. Women are scarce,
and when employed receive 8d. a day. They go but
short distances to work, as the cottages are near the
farms where the hushands are employed. The hours
of work arc generally from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m,

1 would limit the age for boys’ work at 14 years,
but in my parish such limit would not be needed.

There is & good National school under a mistress,
which is well attended, The boys leave about 12years
old, and seek a school with further advantages as re-
gards the higher and more advanced arithmetical
kriowledge.

The cottages, as a rule, ave in good repair. T think
they are suflicient for the supply of labour and con-
veniently situated with respect to the farms,  Where
there is a large family of both sexes the sleeping
accommodation is not suflicient, There is, as a rule, a
garden attached to each cottage.

The pay of labourers varies from 9s. the lowest to
about 12s. the highest per week, The former sum is
sometimes given even for a young able-bodied man,
but he would in that case be employed throughout
the year, 1 have paid 2s. to 2s. 6d. o day for labour
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Breconshire. near Builth, where I have given employment for some

—— months together.
Mr. Portman. .
—— 78, Mrs. Fryer, schoolmistress.
m. $ November 1869.—On books -

In attendance
There is no Government aid given to this school.

I have been wistress for 20 years.

taken away from school occasionally for potato-
picking, cider-making, and pulling turnips, They do
not lcave school altogether till 12 years, but before
that age they lose a great many days. A boy of

10 years gets 6d. a day.

Women work in the fields on small ﬁxrms, and the

children often work with them.

If children were prohibited from working till 10 years
of age, 1 think the loss of carnings by errands and odd

jobs would be serious.

CoTTAGES.

79. (1.) 1 room and backhouse, down: 2 bedrooms,
garden, and privy. Rent 5L 10s. a year.
(2.) Next door to No. 1, has 8 bedrooms, and the

rent is higher.

(3.) 1 sitting-room and a bedroom on the ground
floor ; no upper floor; garden and cart shed. Rent

over 4/, a year.

BUILTH.
Population of union -  8,305.
© Acreage of' ditto - - 102,958.

The following returns were made by the relieving
officers of the Builth union after a discussion at the
board of guardians, and under the supervision of the

union clerk.—E. B. P,

(No. 1.) BuiLti Poor Law DistricT,

Containing 15 parishes.

80. John Pouwell, relieving officer.—Boys are em-
ployed in agriculture at about 12 years of age. In
this district girls arc not employed in the fields,

except occasionally at harvest time.

Women are cmployed during hay and corn harvest.
The distance to work is very short, as the cottages are
generally on the farms.  The hours of work are from

8 a.m. to G p.m.

Boys should not be permitted to work on the

land before 12 years of age.

There are 15 parishes in my district, some of
which are very thinly populated. There are schools
in cight of these, and children from the adjoining
parishes attend these schoels. In very many in-
stances children of the labouring class to not take
advantage of them; poverty is, I think, the only

cause for their non-attendance.

The condition of the majority of the cottages is
bad ; they are conveniently situated with respect to
the farms. I have not met with any overcrowding,
but the ventilation is in most cases bad.
vary from 30s. to 4/.a ycar. All have good gardens,
but in many instances they are not cultivated.

Wages for a man 192s. a week without maintenance ;
for a woman, Gs. a week; for childrer, 40s. per

annum nnd maintenance.

(No. 2.) AsercwessiN DisTricT,

Containing 15 parishes,

81. John Jones, relieving officer.—Boys are employed
in agriculture at 12 years of age; girls are not
so cmployed, except occasionally at har-est time.
Women are not much employed. The disuance to
work is not great, and the hours are from 8 a.m. tv

6 p.m.
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There are schools in seven out of the 15 parishes
in my district, but the children of the labouring
classes do not take advantage of them in many
instances.

The condition of the cottages is not good ; venti-
lation is defective; they have for the most part good
gardens, and are conveniently situated with respect
to the farms, Rent from 30s. to 80s. a year.

[The wages for men, women, and children were said
to be the same as stated in Return No. 1.—E. B. P.]

82. The Rev. R. Lister Venables.

“ DeAr Sir, % Clyro Vicarage, Hay.

“I sexp the paper of questions with such
answers as I could give. They refer to a district of
Breconshire in the Hundred of Builth, where I do not
reside, but where my brother and 1 have some pro-
perty, with a residence which he occupies, but where
I spend a good deal of time.

“The farmers being of the same class with the
labourers, and intermarrying with them, do most of
their own work assisted by their children, and where
necessary by ¢ young persons’ of both sexes living
in the house. They live very frugally, making their
profits chiefly by cattle and sheep, especially sheep.
There are sheep walks of immense extent on the hills
in the wanor of Builth, which is identical in area with
the Hundred. There are singularly few cottages inde-
peondent of land. The work in which boys and girls
engage is chiefly that which is best suited to them,
not hard bodily lnbour, but helping to tend and look
after sheep and cattle, milking, &c.”

Huxprep or Buriwtit.

The inhabitants are chiefly small farmers; there are
very few Inbourers not occupying land. There is, I
think, no systematic employment of boys; they assist
their parents in looking after sheep and cattle when
old enough, or they go out as servants, living in farm-
houses as # young persons.”

The girls are employed in farm service, either hired
or under their parents, in house and dairy work,
feeding pigs, &c.; seldom in the fields, except in
harvest time. There being few mere labourers, there
are few mere women living in cottages unconnected
with land in their husbands’ occupation.  They
chiefly work on the farm or premises where they live.
‘The hours for those regularly hired would be from
6 a.n. to 6 p.m., with intervals for meals.

There is no need in this district for any restriction
on the employment of boys or females.

An excellent school, well attended, has been in
operation since st January 1868, at Newbridge, in
Radnorshire (close to the borders of Breconshire).
It supplies the wants of Llysdinam in Breconshire
and Llanyce, the adjoining parish in Radnorshire,
being the [ocality in which I am immediately interested.
Excellent school buildings are complete, or nearly so,
in Llanagan Fawr, the parish of which Llysdinam is a
hamlet,

The cottages are, 1 think, sufficient for the supply
of the ordinary labour demand, bacause the farmers
are themselves almost exclusively working men.
Some, especially those occupied by shepherds, are
mere hovels, but they are in process of improvement.
As cottages are built or rebuilt they are made fairly
comfortable and decent. There is no water supply
by pipes, and sometimes the well or stream is incon-
veniently distant. All new cottages have casements
to open, but there is generally plenty of fresh air, oy
the house door usually stands open. They are not
often overcrowded, but there is not much delicacy as
to mingling the sexes. Most cottages, if not all, have
gardens, but the people seem to take littde pleasare or
interest in them.
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CARNARVONSHIRE.

8. Mr. H. B. Jones, Bethesda.
9. Mr. Owen Jones, Carnarvon,
10. Mr. W. W. Roberts, Carnarvon.
11. Miss Smith, Bontuewyd, Carnarvon.
12, Rev. J. W. Ellis, Llanaclhaiarn,
13. Mr. R. Lloyd Edwards, Nanhoran, Llangian.
14. Mr. B. T\ Ellis, Pwlheli,
15. Mr. Jenking, Llangian.
16. Mr. Evans, Llannor.
17. Mr. J. W. Roberts, Nefyn.
1S. Archdeacon Evans, Lianllechid.

DENBIGHSHIRE.

DENBIGUSILIRE—-cORL,
21, Mr. W, Hanmer, Eglwys Fach.
22, Mr. Beverley, Eglwys, Fach.

23. Mr. W, M. Clarke, Kinmel,

24, Mr. IL R. Sandbach, Llangerniew.

25. D. Davis, Llangerniew.

26. Mr. Barnwell, Llangerniew.

27. Mr. II. R. ITughes, Ystrad, Denbigh, and J,

Hewitson, bailift’ to Mr. Hughes,

‘The Rev. Canon Thomas, Llanrhaiadr.

Letter from Mr. Williams, schoolmaster, Llan-
rhaiadr.

Mr. R. O. Moulslade, Liaurwst.

The Rev. R. O. Hughes, Lysfaen.

Mr. W, Jones, Ruabon.

The Rev. H. Humphreys, Ruabon.

Mrs. Millington, Pen-y-lan school, Ruabon.

Mr. R. C. Roberts, Ruabon.

Mr. James Maurice, Ruthin,

Mr. E. A, Jones, Ruthin.

Mr. J. D. Jones, Ruthin.

28.
29,

30.
3.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

FLINTSHIRE.

Mr. J. Scott Bankes, Loughton Ilall, Northop.
Mr. C. R. Cotton, Knolton Hall, Overton,

39.
40.

19. Mr. J. R. Jones, Denbigh. 41, Mr. J. Dawson, Lalacre.
20. Farmers in neighbourhood of Denbigh. 42. Mr. E. Tench, Wrexham.
ANGLESEA.

1. The Rev. Daniel Rowlands, M.., Principal of
the Bangor Training College.—I have been principal
of this"college since January 1868, but I am a native
of Anglesea, and am well acquainted with all North
Wales.

Women are not employed at all in agriculture in
North Wales, except very occasionally in hay and
corn harvest.

Children are not employed to an injurious extent,
The larger farmers generally employ a boy of about
12, who acts as an errand boy and serves in the house.
His work is light and he is kindly treated.

The edueaiion of the agricultural classes is often defi-
cient; this is very generally owing to the want of schools,
and that arises sometimes from the difficulty which
the people find in obtaining land to build schools upon,
2.9, at Port Dinorwig there is only a small National
school which is badly attended. All the population are
Nouconlormists, and they are anxious to build a British
school but cannot geta site. There is at present a
small undenominational school there, but too paltry
to do any guod. The only land which would afford
a auitable site belongs to a nobleman, who has more
than once refused to let them have a piece for that

purpose. Thero is also a great want of schools in

leyn, the portion of Carnarvonshire which lies to the
west of Pwiheli, There are a few dist.icts in Auglesea
destitute of school accommodation, and so, in fact, here
and there, throughout North Wales ; a considerable pro-
portion of the children of agrienltural labourers don't
g0 to school at all ; but those who do go attend very
irregularly and leave at too carly an age ; thatis chicfly
owing to the apathy of the parents, put also to their
poverty, 'Lhey cannot afford to puy the fees or to
provide proper clothing. I am accustomed to examine
rural schools, and think that the children of agri-
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cultural labourers generally attend up to the age of 10
or 12; but their attainments, owing to irregularity of
attendance, the early age of which they leave school,
and the fact that their cducation is given in a
Janguage which is almost entirely foreign to them, are
generally too inadequate to be of any practical use to
them.

They are only very occasionally kept at home to
earn wages and not to such an extent as to interfere
with their education. 'The people believe that the
clergy want to bring them back to the Church by
means of National schools. The poor send their
children to the National schools because they prefer
their children having that education to none. They
cannot afford to build a suflicient number of British
schools. ‘They have to support their ministers, build
chapels, and contribute towards their various missionary *
and benevolent schemes, and all that without de-
riving any help from the aristocracy of the country,
who, generally speaking, evince but little sympathy
with their countrymen who speak the Welsh language
and attend Nonconformist places of worship. The
people would not be satisfied with a Conseience Clause,
they think it an insult to be offered a National school
with liberty to object to the religious instruction when
nine-tenths of the population are Nonconformists.
Nor would they be satisfied to have unsectarinn edu-
cation with the clergyman ex-officio chairman of the
school committee. They would object to this, because
they will have nothing whatever to do with the clergy
of the Establishment as their religious teachers, and
the clergy often treat them and their ministers with
contempl.

If the half-time system were applied to agriculture
farmers would not employ the boys to whom it ap-
plied, The services of boys are not so important to

L4
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farmers as to induce them to employ boys if by so
doing, they had te incur any inconvenience. The
education would be improved if the people knew that
they could have no outlet for their childron if they
were uneducated.  This could be eftected by making
proficiency a condition of employment.

Very many of the people of Wales can read, and a
considerable rumber write Welsh, who cannot read and
write English. They learn to read Welsh at their
Sunday schools, and those who learn to read and write
English often do it quite mechanically, without un-
derstanding what they vead. 1 beheve that the
circumstances of Wales, in particular, dewmand that no
Government grants should be given to schools which
are not strictly undenominational. I de not mean that
the Bible should be excluded from them ; with a
people so religious as the Welsh I believe that the ex-
clusion of the Bible could not but be to the prejudice
even of the best schools, But they are jealously
anxious that no denominational dogmas should be
taught in the day schools, and hence they are deeply
prejudiced against the use of the Catechism and the
enforced attendance of the children at church on
Sundays, which are inculeated at the National schools.
If the clergy were to relinquish the idea of making
the day school a seat of proselyting ageney for the
church, and meet the people in a broad, undenomi-
national, and truly national ground, like that of the
British schools, they would most gladly co-operate with
them. And this would do a great deal towards per-
fecting the education of the country. From the want
of this we have now in many neighbourhoods two
schools where there might be no more than one, and
as those are visited by different inspectors, and are
patronized by different persons, there is frequently a
feeling of jealousy between them, which produces a
deal of mischief. The Government would confer an
immense boon upou Wales by withholding the grants
from all denominational schools, and by making it
illegal to apprentice children to any trade or engage
them in any kind of service without a certain minimum
of education.

2. Dr. Briscae, Holyhead.—I have had charge of the
parish for 11 years, Itis 10 square miles in extent.
There are no schools in it except those in the town.
The most distant part of the parish is about four miles
from the school, but the population residing more
than 21 miles from the school is very sparse. There
is no school at Rhoscolyn, the other parish on this
island, i.c., there was none there a short time ago.
The agricultural population form 26°7 of the whole
populatien of this parish, but the agricultural children
at school form only 3'8 of the whole number of
children there. ‘Lhere are therefore a great many
who never come to school at all. The occupations
are very small, not above 80 acres of cultivable land,
There isa great deal of rock.  About half the parish is
grase,  The occupiers are very little raised above the
position of labourers, The women don’t work in the
fields, except occasionally when potatoes have to be
got up.  Young children very seldom find any work
to do in the fields, They hang about at home and
do nothing. There is no reason at all why they should
not come to school. The fee for labourers’ sons would
be 2d. a week, and wages for labourers are 15s. per
week in the town, and possibly rather less in the
country, so that they cannot be prevented by poverty
from sending their children.

The small farmers do not employ labourers, they do
all the work themselves, or by their families, but their
wives and children don’t work much.

I cannot see how it would be possible to apply the
Tactory Acts to the agricultural population.

The cottages are tolerably good, substantially built,
but swall; they gencrally contain one sitting room
and two bedrooms. They are built with upper floors,
They belong to the landowners and are let with the
farms, They have small gardens. ‘There is rather
a superfluity of cottage accommodation, because 1,500
men were formerly employed in consfructing the
breakwater, and cottage nccommodation was provided

i1t}
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for them.
there.

8. Il. B. IHughes, Esq., M.2., Plas Coch ; Mr.
Pearce, schoolmaster, Llanedwen.—The population
of the parish is about 280. There is a factory for
framing slates here. The farms vary in size from
GO0 acres to 30 or 40. Probubly about half in grass,

Women are not at all employed in field work;
girls may be occasionally employed in picking stones,
&c., but to a very trifling extent.

Boys are employed in thinning turnips, picking
potatoes and stones ; those operations will last off and
on for about three months in the year, but boys under
10 years ofage are not employed at them. The farmers
bire the boys individually to do that work. It is
never done by the picce. The continuous work for
boys begins at about the age of 13 or 15.

The school is a mixed school ; between 70 and
S0 in average attendance, and 130 oun the books.
AJmost all are the children of agricuitural labourers
who belong to four neighbouring parishes.  The most
distant part from which children come to attend our
school is about £} miles, but there is a small infant
school to which the youngest children who live at a
distauce can go. They prefer anything to education,
the parents are indifferent about it; the children
remain in school umil they get some fixed work.
They leave at an earlier age to work in the slate
works than in the fields. Therc are a great many
in the four parishes who don't go to our day school at
all, but they go to the Sunday school, and can most
of them read Welsh.

Mr. Hughes ppys11s. a week, but farmers generally
hire men by tho half year and board thew. They
receive from 104 to 12/, for six months. Lads when
they first go out get 4l to 6l and their meat. All
the cottages belong to the landowners. The rent
is from 8/ to 51, with gardens.

Theve are scarcely any cottages which belong to
cither speculators or the labourers themselves. The
farmers generally allow their men a piece of potato
ground.

4. The Rev. TFilliam Wynne IFilliams, rector of
Llangeinwen and Llangaffo, and rural dean.—Women
and children occasiorally work in the fields about
here, but only in taking up potatoes and turnips,
picking stones, &c. They work quite voluntarily,
They get about 1s. a day and their meat. They do no
work which is at all injurious to them. The attend-
ance at school is very irregular in consequence of the
occasional employments in which the children are
engaged. This district is well supplied with schools,
There is no locality in my rural deanery (which in-
cludes nine parishes) which has not a school within
access of it.  The girls go to service and many of the
boys to sea. Both the girls and boys leave school at
about the age of 13 or 14, All the pavents send their
children to school, except those who are indifferent
about education, The agricultural labour in which
children are employed does not scriously interfere
with their education. There is a good dealof grass in
this neighbourhood and much stock is bred. The
population has decreased lately in consequence of the
increased quantity of machinery used in agriculture,
The cottages are suflicient in number. The rent is
from 31 to 81 10s,, with gardens. Many labourers
keep a cow ; the farmers let them a sufficient amount
of land to enable them to provide keep. The hold-
ings arc nearly all large.

There are two schools in this parish, a National
and a British school, within a quarter of a mile.of each
other. The rivalry between the two is very injurious
to education, because if the children take offence at
the treatment they receive at one, they can always
get taken in at the other. No new law is at all
nccessary here to securc the attendance of the
children. Al that is necessary is that the parents
should be impressed with the importance of education,
T am rather averse to compulsion in uny form, but the
only form in which I think it could do any good is
by making the permission to work depend on the

Now not more than 200 men are employed
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proficiency of the child.

farmers pay.

5. Mr. Davies, schoolmaster, Llanidan, — This

school is supported entirely by Lord Boston.

fee is 1d. n week ; it is a mixed school. There were
72 present this morning [27th September]. ‘The boys
girls rather
earlier. The attendance is better in winter than in

leave finaily at the age of 12 to 14, the

summer ; the village is close to the school.

attendance is irregular for about two months in the

summer.  About 30 arc generally absent,

come two miles to school. The boys are generally
in the second class before they leave; they can read
decently and work mouey sums. Many iu the neigh-
bourhood don’t come to school at all.” I don’t know

why.

6. John I¥illiams, Esq., Treflos, Llansadwrn, has
been chairman of the Quarter Sessions, Beaumaris,
since 1822 ; Llev, James Williams has been rector of
Lianfairynghornwy for 48 years, diocesan inspector
of schools.—The parishes in Anglesea are most of
them small. 200 acres would be considered a large
farm, and the quantity would be certainly ueder 100
acres and possibly under 50. It is a cattle breeding
country ; no cheese is made. The quantity of grass

is increasing.

Women are employed very slightly in plaming
potatoes, and a little in the hay and corn harvest.
Children under 18 are employed in planting and a very
little in getting up potatoes, but never in other occu-
All the ploughing is done with reins,
Boys are never cmployed to drive. At about the age

pations,

of 14 they get places in the farmhouses.

probably get their food and scarcely any wages for
the first year. ‘The boards of guardinns never pro-
vide for children after the age of 14.; they provide
for them up to that age, except in the case of very
It cannot be said that women and boys are
employed more by the small than by the large farmers,
but the smail farmers employ their own families to a
greater extent than the lurger farmers.  The practice
of thinning turnips by contract is gradually coming
in; none but men with families contract for that
work, and they bring their own children to assist them.

We think that the island is tolerably well supplied

big boys.

with schools, There are very few villages.

are increasing in number, but the increase has ceased
sinco the passing of the Union Chargeability Bill.
There may be a few cottages in out-of-the-way dis-

tricts which are out of access of a school.

The Rev. James Williams has been in the habit of
inspecting eight rural schools and thinks the instruction
i They are generally
under masters, assisted by a woman to teach sewing.
He thinks that they may be taken as fair samples of
the general run of schools in the island. The people
are beginning to send their children very generally.
The people find that they cannot get good places for
their children in after life unless the latter can speak
English. Formerly the English language only was
Now the Welsh languege is more
employed for the purpose of giving instruction in the
English language, and the cducation is not nearly as
mechanical as it used to be, There is no agricultural
work which interferes with the education excopt the
planting of potatoes, and there is nothing else to inter-
fere with the eduecation except the apathy of the

given is tolerably satisfactory.

used in schools.

parents,

The Rev. James Williams thinks that education
would be stimulated if the grant were oceasionally
given where fewer than 200 attendances had been
secured, supposing the irregularity caused by some

special circumstances, such as an epidemic.

Cottages are generally sufficient in number, and
conveniently situated ; but the uccommodation is
very limited. "As a general rule they consist of one
room only, used for both sleeping and living purposes,
although usually the beds nre so placed as to form u
separation between the sleeping from the living

portion,
24838,
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I employ two men and pay
18s. a week, but I think that is rather higher than the

Mr. John Williams thinks that one sleeping apart-
ment partitioned as ab-ve leads to less immorality
than separate bedrooms, as all, males and females, are
then under the eyes of the heads of the family, The
cottages are always substautially built of stone and
slated, but they have no ventilation, because the
windows are not made to open. The vent is generally
about 2L to 2L 19, a year, with a small garden, let
yearly.  They belong prineipally to the landlords and
are let to the farmers to be sub-let by them ; but we
have never heard of the farmers making use of the
cottages which they hold for purposes of oppression.

All the unmarried men whom the farmers employ
are lodged and boarded on the premises, They are
very badly lodged. They sleep in lofts over the
stables and cowhouses, and are under no control at
nights, The married men lodge themselves and are
boarded by the farmers. Not many of the labourers
occupy land beyond their garden. Sowme of them own
cows, which are pastured either on the roadsides or are
taken into pasture by the farmers.  Buttermilk is a
universal article of diet for persons of all ages ; but
they, the labourers, are mainly dependent on their
cmployers for milk.  Very little animal food is con-
sumed ¢ the chief articles of dict are bread, butter,
potatacs, and wmilk. )

It does not pay to build cottages; a very indifferent
cottage cannot be built for Jess than 507,

Mr. John Williams pays his labourers 12s. a week
all the year round; but they have no increase in
harvest.  ‘The men who are boarded in the houses
are hired by the half year. In the large farms the
best men get 91, to 10, for six months, the second men
about 7/, and the thicd about 8/, 10s. at least. ‘The
hirings take place in the towns and principai villages
on the 13th of November and 18th May. They get
nothing extra at harvest time, but are a little better
fed.

The supply of labour is rather short. The quarry
men never come to work in harvest, It is very diffi-
cult to get extra men to assist at that time.

The Rev. James Williams has had opportunitics of
observing the comparative powers of English and
Welsh labourers when the railroad was being made
through the istand. He observed that the Bnglish
navvies always did more work than the Welsh lahovrers
for the first fortnight that the latter were employed ;
but after the Welshmen had become accustomed to
the work and had lived for some time on the meat
diet on which the navvies lived the Welshmen became
the hardest workers He attributes this to the Welsh-
men having had n more nutritious diet when they
were young. ‘That the Welshmen are the larger
men is proved by the fact that the \Vclah. militlamen
require a larger proportion of the larger sized gloll_)es
in proportion to their height than tho English
militinmen of corresponding heights.

‘I'he great engincering works which have been
executed in the country by English contractors, e.g.,
the Menai bridge and the Holyhead breakwater,
have been constructed by Welsh labourers.”

[I read the above statements to Mr. Lawrie, Sir
R, Bulkeley's ngent, who agreed with it in the main,
but gave me the following additional information.]

7. Mr. Lawrie, manager of Sir R. Bulkeley’s
property in Anglesen and Carnarvonshive.—On Sir
il. Bulkeley’s home furm, which contains 900 acres,
near Beaumaris, and on three or four large farmsin the
neighbourhood, women and children under 18 years
of age, both boys and girls, are employed in collecting
weeds, spreading  manure, singling and  hoeing
turnips, and cutting thistles, That work lasts from
the Ist April to the middle of August, The youngest
children have 6d. a day, and we never pay more than
1s.; if the boys are dissatisfied with that they must
go and obtain places for themseclves. Somctines
from 20 to 40 are employed on Sir R. Bulkeley’s
farm at once.  They are employed in gangs of about
15 under the superintendence of a labourer.  The
small boys who get only 6d. « day are perhaps only
8 or 9 years old.  They are only eiaployed in singlivg

M
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turnips und cutting weeds on the pastures. Wonien
reccive 1s. a day. We could employ many more
women than we do, but thay are not disposed to come
oat to work. We employ many children, because
we are near a town and can get them ; but the small
farmers employ the same ramber of labourers all
the vear round.  They never have extra hands.

The cottages, both ix Anglesea and Carnarvonshire,
are extremely bad.  They require to be entirely
remodelled. Al cottages should have three bedrooms
each. There are a good many cottages belonging
to squatters on the commons who are not better off
than common day labourers.

‘T'he Nuisance Acts are very imperfectly carried out;
the inspection of nuisances should be made compulsory.

The lnrge farmers feed their labourers better than
the small, but the men who are boarded in farmers’
houses very seldom getany meat except bacon. Their
families can generally purchase milk from the farmers.
It costs 90Z. to 100/ to build a cottage with three bed-

rooms here ; but it can only be roughly done for
that. Conl costs 14s. a ton including cartage, but
most of the farmers cart the coals for their men.

During harvest extra men are engaged by the
month at 18s. or 20s. a week, includling beer. ‘The
men who are hired by the year get no extra money
for harvest, but they are paid rather higher during
the last half year than during the first.

I am a Scotchman, but have often secn English
lubourers work. I think they are better workmen
than th.e Welsh ; they are better fed and are more
energetic,

We pay 1ls. a week to common labourers and
12s. to carters, and they all have milk worth about 1s.
a week, and 16s. extra for harvest. They live on
home-made bread and butter and milk; they have
nothiug clse.

Women and children are ewployed to a greater
extent in Anglesea than in Carnarvonshire.

CARNARVONSHIRE.

S. Mr. H. B. Jones, master of the British school,
Bethesda—I bave been here eight years. Thisis a
mixed school. There are 300 on the books, including
the evening scholars. There are not half-u-dozen
agricultural children in the school. There are no
farws about here, but there has been a great influx of
agricultural labourers to this place. The parents ex-
change agricultural for quarry work. The children
of the agricultural labourers who settle here from
other places come to this school. I should expect
the son of a quarry man to pass about Standard V. at
the age of 12, but I find that children who come from
agricultural districts arc not as forward as the chil-
dren of quarrymen. Some I have had to put in
Standard 1. at the age of 12,

I have a night school here three evenings a week
all the year round.  Boys attend from the age of 12
o 21 at least. 'The average number in attendance is
about 80 in winter and 80 in summer. They are all
boys who are anxious to improve themselves ; and
those who have been living here are generally the
best scholars. According to my experience and
thar of my fellow teachers in the neighbourhood,
night scholars make quite as satisfactory progress as
day scholars. I have some lads in the night school
whose education has beon entirely neglected. I have
about 12 now in Standard 1. It is very diflicult to
teach them, 1 had much sooner teach an infant of
8 his alphabet than a boy of 13. They make but
little progress compared with these whoese education
has been attended to when young. I think 1t would
be very difficult to teach a lad in a night scliool who
could not pass Standard 11, when he joined it. Tf he
could not pass Standard I, I should consider his case
hapeless.

Iam a Dissenter. I think that education would
advance greatly in Wales if' the assistance of dissent-
ing ministers could be securcd. They take more
interest in the schools than they used, but not as
much us the clergy of the Establishment. The in-
terest of the rministers would incrense if they were
allowed to give dogmatic religious instruction in the
British schools. I do not think the Welsh would ever
consent to purely secular education. They would
undoubtedly sooner send their children to National
schools than have their education altogether neg-
lected. I believe they often send their children to
National scheols in country districts, because other-
wise they would have to deprive them entirely of
education ; but I have often heard Dissenters com-
piain of the religious instruction their children have
received in the National schools, although they have
made no formal ohjection. ‘

I have always thought tliat night schools weuld
suit agricultural districts better than any other plan.
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If proficiency were required children would easily be
taught to obtain the required proficiency mechanically.
I should prefer regular attendance at night school.

9. Owen Jones, Esq., land-agent, Carnarvon.— I
have lived here nll my life, and have management of
landed property in the counties of Anglesea, Den-
bigh, and Carnarvon. The whole of Carnarvonshire
is an agricultural county, with the exception of the
quarries.  The farms contain on an average about
100 acres of arable land each, but those adjoining the
mountains generally have a large sheep walk attached
to them, In some cases the landlords have not
enclosed the portions of the mountains which have
been, allotted to them, and in those cases the moun-
tains are treated as common land, 2ud each farmer has
the right of pasturing a certain number of sheep. The
sheep walks are many hundred of acres in extent.

Women are very slightly employed in agriculture,
They are cmployed a little in haymaking and harvest,
as well as during the spring of the year, but not in
winter.  Young children of about 10 yeurs old and
upwards are also employed in light agricultural work
during the spring, but their work is occasional and
not continuous. They are not employed in Jarge
gangs, although two or three are occasionally em-
ployed together. It is not the practice liere for men
to take work by contract, and bring children to assist
them, The boys get places in the farmhouses at 12
or 13 years of age. They are hired by the year. A
good labourer gets about 20/ a year and his board
and lodging, and if hired by the week a man gets 15s.
a week in this neighbourhood. Boys begin at about
8l.a year, They slecp in lofts over stables and cow-
houses, which are generally ill-lit and ill-ventilated.
Where new farm buildings are being put up better
accominodation is gencrully provided, but very few
farm buildings are being ecrected at present.  The
practice of anaual hiring is net going out at all.

There are plenty of cottuges ; they are substan-
tially built, but they are small.  As a general role the
whole family sleeps and lives in one room. The cot-
tages are thus often very mueh crowded. They are
generally scattered about the country, and .ave let
with the farms, L see no objection to that plan. The
cottages almost invariably belong to the landlords ;
the rent is ¢4 10s. to 4. They huvergardens if lot nt
the higher price. The occupiers of cottages very
rarely hire enough land to enable them to keep a cow,
hut they always obtain milk from their employers
both for themselves and their families.

1 don't think that the state of education at present
is satisfactory. Thi ie' are not -enough schools, and
the children ure .taken away too ‘young. “There are
an- immense number. -of children now growing up
without the power of reading and writing. ‘There i
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no ngricultural work which really interferes with the
cdueation. The main abstacle to education is the in-
difference of the parents. Education never will be
satisfactlory as long as it is left to the option of the
parents whether they send their children to school or
not.

It is very desirable that a Jaw should be passed
requiring a certain amount of education as a condition
of employment.,

10. Mr. IV, 1¥. Roberts, surgeon.~I have prac-
tised here as a.fmedical man for nearly 80 years, and
to a great extent among the lower classes, Neither
the women or :children who are engaged in agricul-
tural employments are employed in any occupations
which are injurious to their health. I don’t think
wouen ave employed with threshing machines. Boys
occasionally meet with accidents from machinery, but
I don’t think that these accidents are sufficiently
numerous to form a ground of serious complaint.
‘The principal disease in this county is consumption.
T attribute that to the low diet. They do not take a
sufficient quantity of meat. ‘They all drink butter-
milk, but that centains very little nourishment, and
cannot be looked upon as a substitute for meat. The
chief articles of diet are tea, buttermilk, bread, and
potatoes. They probably only cat meat on Sundays,
and then either bacon or salt beef. The boys ina
farmhouse usuaily get meat (probably salt beef) every
day. They formerly only ate barley bread, but they
have lately begun to eat bread of a Detter quality.
They-generally mix the barley and wheat flour now.
They also sometimes eat oat bread and oatmeal
porridge for supper. ‘The cottages are very small,
but are substantially built, stone and slate being cheap.
The inhabitants don't suffer much from want of ven-
tilation, because the cottages are unceiled, nor from
want of drainage, because they are not generally col-
lected in large villages. The principal fault to be
found with them is the want of privacy. The lowest
class contain one room only for living and sleeping
purposes. The nest class above that have a small
portion of the room partitioned oft to form one or two
bedrooms, and in some cases the portion which is thus
partitioned off' is divided into an upper and a ground
floor. ‘The upper floor is reached by a moveable
ladder from the portion of the cottage which is used
as a living room. The class of cottages rather better
than these have regular upper floors, containing
usually two rooms. They generally have gardens,
but the farmers very commoniy allow their labourers
to manure a piece of their own (i.e. the farmer’s) land
and plant it with potatoes. The Jabourers always use
four-post beds, which are boarded up on three sides ;
these arc useful to keep off draughts in the open cot-
tages which contain no partitions, but are very close in
other cases. I have reason to believe that the want
of privacy in the cottages leads to great immorality.

11, &Xiss Simith, schoolmistress, Bontnewyd, Carnar-
von.—1 have been here two years. Itis a mixed school.
Last year the average number in attendance was 88,
The children are mainly agricultural children. Both
boys and gicls remain at. school up to about the age
of 11, The attendance is tolerably regular. Some
irregularity is caused by stone-picking, planting po-
tatoes, .and ‘hay and cori harvest ; nearly half the
school go away for stone picking and potato plant-
ing. Those twe operations last about five weeks.
Girls don’t go away much for that work, but they
do for hay-making. The younger children go ~~=z3
for stone-picking, but the elder ones - gotate plant-
ing and hay-making ; they cither toss the hay or
mind the house when the parents are, out. Those
who have attended school from an early age will
generally have passed Standard IV. by the time they
leave, ‘but many who live at a distance ‘don’t come to
school until they are 7 or 8 years old,and they of
course are not so far advanced when they leave,
There are many in the neighbourhood who doi’t
come to.school.at.all. o ‘.

“Phé.oceasional agricultural employments -are not
sufficiently. .numerous to- prevent the childven learn-
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ing to read, write, and cipher, if they would attend
regularly at other times,

12. The Rev. J. TV, Ellis, rector of Llanacthaiarn
and chairman of the Pwlheli benel: of magistrates.—I
am well acquainted with this penisula, and in fact
the whole county. Some farms here are very large
(400 or 500 acres), but on an average they are
about GO acres; they vary from 30 to 150. The
greater part of the land is undrained and meadow
gorse. The labour of the farm is chiefly done by
labourers hired for the half year on 12th May and
12th November. There are hiring fairs in all the
large towns. \Women are hired as well as men, but
women are scarcely ever employed except for do-
mestic purposes. They generally feed the pigs, milk,
plant potatoes, and make hay.

I don’t think that mach harm arises from the hiring
fairs. Occasionally, when the weather is wet, they
are obliged to go to the public houses for shelter,
and then immorality ensues. I think it would be
very desirable to provide a covered building, in
which the hiring could take place, so as o render
it unnecessary for them to go to the public houses.
The men's wages vary from 127 to 15 for the half
year, and sometimes move, besides board and lodging.

Boys hegin to go to work at about 12 years of age.
They then get places in the farm houses. They
may be worked occasionally under that age, at such
things as stone-picking, but the work done by boys
under that age is not important 1o the farmers, nor
is the sum they can earn sufficient to be of value to
the parents.  Neither women or children are physi-
cally injured by any work which they do in the
fields.

The supply of schouls is, I think, very insufficient
in this county generally, except just in the neighbour-
hood of towns. In many parishes where there are
schools at present they are of too low a quality to
be really useful. In parishes where the landiords
won’t subscribe to the schools it is impossible to
comply with the requirements of the Privy Couucil
for the purpose of obtaining the grant. I think it
very desirable that power should be given to impose
rates for the purpose of supplying school accommo-
dation. The parents and children are very desirous
of having their children educated, and would consider
the supply of good schools the greatest boon ; no
compulsion is necessary in this district. The boys
could well acquire a satisfactory cducation if they
attended regularly up to the time at which it is
customary for them now to earn wages.

"The cottages generally belong to the landlords, and
are let with the farms. Rent is about 2/ to 81. a
year ; they bave gardens as a general rule, and have
usually the privilege of planting potatoes in their
employer'sland. They have not proper conveniences.
They usually consist of only one room with a division
extemporised by means of the box ‘beds.

18. R. Lloyd Edwards, Esq., Nanhoran, Llangian.—
} farm about 820 acres of my own land. The farms
hy+ s range rom about 15 to 150 acres; there are
. goad many of larg. size, runuing up to 300 acres.
The rent of the county averages 10s. 6d. an acre,
including the mountain, but the average rent of this
district is probably about 12s.

The lower land is best suited for oats, but there
are also somne <ood barley farms, also well suited for
root crops and potatoes. Almost all the work of the
farms is done by men who are hired by the half yenr
and hoarded by the farmer.  That system is pursued
hoth by sixe¥ on7 g+ efarmers.  The number of men
they board acpeads _n the size of the farm.  These
labeures are geaewmlly unmarried men; bat ocea-
sicunlly they wmarry and continue to live in the farm
houses, visiting their familics occasionally until they
¢un get a cottage or small farm.  The best men get as
much as 187, for the half year, an ordinary man from
9l, to 121, but if the farmer requires extra men in
winter for draiiiing, repairing fences, &c. they some-
times do not board them but give them about 1s. a
day, and:thé run of a cow, or of half a dozen sheep,
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and some corn, or ls. 6d. without allowances. Idon’t
thmk many boys go out to service under the age
of 14 or 15, and at that age they get 8L to 8L J0s.
for the half year. [ hbave never heard any objection
raised to tho hwing fairs here. At about the age
of 12-boys somctimes get employed by the farmers as
errand buys or to mind sheep, cows, or to harrow; &c. 3
they then generally live at home and receive no wage$
1 money, but are {ed by the farmer who employs them.
They are never employed to drive plough, very little
to scare birds, or to single turnips. In fact the farmers
hardly employ any labour except the men whom they
hire by the year. Women scarcely do any iyork. in
the fields. Sometimes old maids or widows go out to
assist in seed time and autumn, but they do no-work at
other times of the year. I empluy one such woman.

1 think that the supply of school- accommodation
1s generally quite sufficient. I know of one district
near this place where a school is wanted, and a pro-
posal hasibeen made to put one up there. The poor
are very desirous of having their children educated,
and there is no agricultural work done by children
in the fields to-prevent their obtaining a satisfactory
education. Thedistrictis extremely healthy. I.dou’t
think it at all necessary to apply the Factory Acts in
any form to the agricultural population.

1 hire labourers by the week, and pay 13s. & week
to the best man, and 12s. 6d. to the ordinary men.
They have extra for mowing hay, but for no other
work ; if they work overtime they have 2d. a hour.

The cottages are sufficient in number and are con-
veniently situated iith respect to the work to be
done; I think that many of them are crowded, I
alwayslet land varying from six to about 15 acres with
my cottages. The occupiers generally keep one or
two cows and grow a little corn and potatoes. They
occasionally have to leave their work fora day to work
on their own land, but not often enough to destroy their
usefulness as farm labourers.. The ploughing on these
small holdings is done cither by men who go about
making a living by letting out ploughs and horses, or
clse two men, each of whom keeps a horse, join together
and plough onc another’s land, The larger farms
have a cottage or two let with them, and they screw
the occupiers far more than the landowners. I think
that the system of letting land in small picces which
[ have described answers well.  ‘I'he men when they
don’t work for themsclves go to work for the larger
occupiers.

A regular labourer ought not to have more than
two or three acres of land, They can keep a cow
and pig on that. The smallest amount of land which
a farmer can live and do well upon is 40 or 50mcres,

[T read the above statement to Mr. B. T. Ellis,
chairman of the Pwlheli Board of Guardians, and
manager of Lord Penrhyn’s estate in this neighbour-
hood.” Mr. Ellis agrecd to the correctness of Mr.
‘Lloyd Edwards’ paper, but made the following-addition
to it as the result of his own experience.]

14. il B.T. Ellis, Pwlheli.—I have managed Lord
Penrhyn's property here for eight years. I farm about
100 acres of my own lnnd. I pay 12s. to erdinary
labourers all the ycar round; I employ two women
constantly ; I pay them 1s, a day ; no extra allowauces
to cither men or women, Iidon’t think the cottages
are at all sufficient either in number or accommodation ;
many have only earthen floors, or are badly thatched,
and the pigsties are badly placed. Lhe holders of small
picces of land generally pay more rent per acre than
the-larger oceupiers. Tam very much opposed to a
man occupying more land than enough to keep-a cow
on ; if he does heis apt to remain at hoine idling
instead of going out to regular work. TExcept in the
above points | agree with the statements contained in
Mr. Edwards’ papér.

15. Mr, Jenkins, master of ‘the granumar school,
Llangian,—I have heen -here 154 years. There are
about GO Loys in ordinary attendance, -about two-
thirds of whom arc the sons of labourérs of small
farmers.  ‘They come at the age of &  They aré
tallicr irregular, owing to their parents keeping ther
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at:home to assist in the seed time and autumn;. per~
haps one-sixth arp absent at those-times. "“The. boys
of all'ages-are irregular at-these times, “Chey remain
at school up ‘to:about the age.of 14 on an average.
I don’t think' any boys ever: leave the -school. untjt
they have acquired a sufficient knowledge of the
three R’s to enable them-to perform the ordinary
transactions of lifé, A few childien: don’t come: at
all, owing tothe carclessness of their parents. ‘Ihe
small farmers™and labourers’ sons aré more irregular
than the others. We have jpewer to discharge them.
if they are irregular, but we don't do it, as the parents
are -all: desirous of: education;.and don’t keep their
children dt home except in urgent cases.

16. Mpr. Evans, schoolmaster, Liannor.—This ‘is a-
mixed school. Last year there were 108 on the
books,-and .52 in average attendance. By far the
larger proportion of the.children are the children of
agricultural labourers. The fees are 2d., 131d., and
1d., according to the class in the school in which
they ure. Some come as far as-three miles to school,
and are quite as regular in attendance as those who-
jive nearers The majority live within oné¢ mile.
They generally come to school .at about-the age of
6. 1 think that the sons of agricultural laboirers
attend on_an average up. to the age of 18 or 14,
‘The girls. leave rather younger than the boys in order
to gwto a sewing-school at Pwiheli. They are all
very irregular, but the farmers’ sons more so than the
labourers:  The-irregularity in the case of ‘the furm-
ers’ sons is caused ‘by their being kept.at home
to work, but in the case of the labourers’ sons it is
owing simply to the indifference of the parents,
The farmers’ sons are irregular all through the spring
and summer, but the labourers’ sons are only kept at
hoine to plant and get up potatoes in their parents’
gardens in spring and autumn, '

There are o good mauy children about who never
come to scliool. Last year only six were presented
in the three higher standards, and 43 in the three
lower. I am afraid that many of these 43 will have
lefc belore the next examination.

The nverage attendance last year was better than
it has ever been before. The average attendance in
former years has been 30 or 35. ‘They begin to be
irregular about the age of 9 or 10. There arec a
great mavy bastard children, who "are more irregular
and careless than any others,

17. Mr, J. V. Roberts, master of .the Dritish
school, Nefyn.—I have been here four years, This is
a mixed school, There-are 120 op the books, mnd
about 90 in average attendance. About one-fifth of
the children are the children of agricultural labourers
or small farmers ; the renininder are chiefly the chil-
dren of mariners. They remain at school up to the
nge of 12 or 18, The smull farmers’ sons. are kept
at. home to assist their .parents in. hay and. corn
harvest, bt they are hot 'hired to work for wages,
The attendance is best during winter. The agricul-
taral children attend better than the mariners’. When
the agricultursl children leave they can generally
pass ivot lower than the fourth standard. The occa.
sional employments do not inteffere much with- the
cducation. Théy can obtain a snﬁsfuclory elehicr‘\mry
edugation if they atténd regularly at-times of the. year
when there is no work to be done in the ficlds, -

18. The ¥eneralle Aréhdeacon Evans, Llanllechid,
—Ropulation 2,72+  Acreage 17,630 Cultivatics,
arable 2,938, pusture 8,826, wood 70, common or
mountain 6,296, Very.little wheat grown-at present,
though portions of the parish lying mear to the
Menai Straits:are favourable to its:growth,

The production of turnips ahd rool crops is con-
siderable a8 compated. to- that:of foriner yedrs, As the
farmero have the run of the mountain common, a large
number of sheep are kept, but as they are all allowed
to wander it random over.the fields in'winiter and. early
spring, -this circumstan¢e yénders it impossible to
cultivate clover and aitificial gragsés on a Jarge scale,

‘This and. thé. neighbouring” parish of Llandegal
compose-what Is styled the quarry districl, Tisere
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is in this district a population of nearly 11,000, de:
pending maiuly upon the production -of slate in the
Penrhyn quarries.  Agricultural labour forms but a
very small:portion. of the employment of the lowcr
clagses ; as soon as a boy is capable of work, he is
placed-upon the quarry books, and it is considered a
great advantage to initiate boys in_the manipulation
of slates at as early an- age as possible. It must be
allowed, to the credit of the parents, that they- are
aaxicus-to give their children all the education that
can be compressed ‘within the short time limited to
the purpose, but it is- emphatically the compiaint of
school managers in the slate districts that the boys
are takest away at too early an age -to receive more
than the rudiments of an LEnglish education. 'There
are, however; ample means of education in the
National-and British scheols, and as quarry men have
-more hours of leisure-in the evening than. agri_ ultural
labourers, the eluments- of education in the English
tongue received in carly years are developed as the
boys grow up in a fouduess for reading, and result in
stamping the character of the quarry men with an
intelligence. equal, if not superior, to any other hard-
working class in the country.

It can scarcely be said that boys and girls are em-
ployed in agricultural labourin the fields ; the children
of small farmers may be, perhaps, employed in some
handy operations, but not so-as to interfere with-their
going to school: It is probable that some are kept
occasionally at home to pick stones from hay-fields,
or to raise potatoes, or to weed turnips, but they are

=
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seldom secn sv employed. Some boys also are em-
ployed in drivivg the carts of the small carriers to
and from Bangor.  Wemen are not ciaployed in agri-
cultural labour; it is difficult to get women to weud
gardens or to raise potatoes. If any agricultural
worh is done at all by children, young persons, and
women it is done at home, and there are ne stated
hours.

N restrictions need be placed on the age at which
boys should be-permitted to work in rega:d to land
labour, or on the empleyment of females and the
young in this district.

There are very good schools within easy reach of
all. Early labour in agricilture is no perceptible
impediment to their attending them.

There are very few children without some amount
of education in English.

They are all taught to read in their native tongue
at the Sunday schools, and scarcely auy ave unable to
write-in Welsh.

The cottages arc cminently clean and comfortable.
Hundreds of” quarry men are owners in fee of their
cottages. .

Lord Penrhiyn has built and is building a large
number of asuperior class of cottages upon the
farms ; there is no overcrowding, except in very few
instances.  The air is pure, the water excellent, and
the slope of the parish towards the sea favourable to
natural drainage.

Generally they have good gardens, and there is no
difficulty in obtaining potato land from the farmers.

DENBIGHSHIRLE.

19. Mr. J. R. Jones. Denbigh, farms 300 ncres
(140 grass)—I don’t grow any peculiar crops. 1
don't employ women ; cannot get them to work. May
employ them a little during hay harvest. The weeding
is done by men ; they take it by the acre. I don't
employ boys at all; the youngest of my luds is
betweer 17 and 18. I let my turnip hoeing, and
the men who take it generally bring 2 woman and a
boy to single. My own staff of men do not take
that work, There is no. other work doné on my farm
in which women and children are employed under
men. I don’t board any men, but some lodge in my
house ; the farmers here usually board some of their
men. Men's wages here are 18s. a week all the year
round, without increase in harvest, or 1s. luss, with
inérease in harvest,

20, Mr. Dais, Henllan, oceupier of between 400
and 500 acres; Mr. Evans, Denbigh, oceupier of
between 400 and 500 acres ;5 M. Purry, occupier of
420 acres, St. Asaph.—We none of us employ ‘wo-
men, and never employ boys under 13, Boys are
generally first engaged between the ages of 1+ and 20.
They rceeive dbout 81, a year at first.  We doi’t
think that the smaller occupiers employ womei to a
greater extent than we do, but boys may be employed
younger by them than by us.

Some cottages are gencrally let with. ench farm,
but the number so let variés-greatly, The rent paid
is about 8l. a year, .

[L had an opportunity of conversing with Mr, Lioyd,
occupier of 240 acres, Llanthaiadr; Mr. Barbes,
occupier of 150 acres, Llangwyfan; and e, Roberts,
oceupicr of 330 acres, Henllan. These gentlemen
stated that the labourers were well contunted and
settled, and that 12s. was tie ordinary wage paid ; they
thoughe that the estra caruings amounted to abuut 2/,
for harvest, and 11, for hay, including the beer. allowed
in both cases. In other points their statements only
went to confirm the statements of thewother witaesses
I have cxamined in this ncighbourhood.],

21. I§. Hanmer, Esg,, Budnod, Eglwys Fach.—This
_parish.is about seven or eight miles long and four wide.
&Iie*sup’p}y of labour is alout equal "to the demand,
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The pupulation has not increased materiully within
my recollection (about 50 years). The parish is purely

agiicultural.  The farms are from 50 to 100 acres in
extent. Crops of all kinds are grown. The farms in

the valleys are rather larger than those on the hills,
The geoeial form of the parishes in the neighbour-
hood is that of surips -of land, embracing portions of
both the hills and the valley-,

Women are scarcely .4t all employed in farm work ;
they don’t like it. Boys are not employed below the
age of 12 or 13; at that nge they generally go out
and get placed in farmhouses, where they are well
treated ; they lodge in the farm houses. The chil-
dren remain at school from the age of 6 to about 12
or &3, at which age many go away and get places in
factories, on railroads, &c.  All those who ge out to
work in the fields go out at about that age.

The cottages are excellent, and are very conve-
niently situated with-respeet to the work to be doie.

Girls are not empluyed in out-of-door work ; they
are only employed in domestic service,

I shauld strongly ebject to the Factory dActs being
applied to agricultural districts, I thinkit is wuneces-
sary, and would be impracticable,

1 hnow the district well, and do not thiuk that this
parish is different from others in the neighbourhood in
any of the points here described,

22, Mr. Beverley, —Was schoolmaster at Eglwys
Fach for 80, years ; resigned last spring.. The school
was accessible to all in the parish.  The fees for
farmers' children are +d. for those in the first (lass, 8d.
for thosu in the second, and 2d, for thost in the third.
The fees for labourers’ children was half the above
sums in each case,  All thuse who sent their childien
were ansious for them to get into the higher classes,
although they had to pay a higher fée in consequence,
The school is inspected, Tt is a mised school. Ave-
rage attendance lust year 65, Rather more than half
were the children of labourers, the remainder were
farmers’ children. The furmers’ children remained
Jonger than the labourers’. The labourers’ sons attend
up to.about the age of 12, They were generally in
the sceond cluss \ﬁlenythey left, and could worik in the
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fourth standard. The attendance was regular, except
in bad weather. Some irregularity was caused by
the operations of planting and raising potatoes, when
the children went to work for the farmers, and eight
or nine days were occupied for each operation ; rather
longer for raising than for planting the potatoes. The
farmers give straw and wilk to the parents in return
for the children’s labour.

Scores of children never attend school at all, on
account of the carelessness of their parents. After
the age of 12 boys can earn 8d. a day, but they don’t
work before that age. There iz nothing in the work
about here to interfere with the children learning the
three R.’s satisfactorily.

The cottages let for 3L to 4. They belong chiefly
to the landowners. They mostly have gardens.

98, Mr.W.M.Clarke, agent to Mr. Hughes, Kinmel.
—1I am well acquainted with the north of Denbighshire
and Flintshire, as well as with the island of Anglesea.
About two-thirds of the lower land is under the
plough, and a great deal of the land higher up the
nills. This is mainly a corn growing country. The
breeding of stock is not well understood here, but a
large proportion of Anglesea is particularly adapted
to the breeding of stock. Very few women have been
employed in out-of-door work during the last 15 or 20
years, but they were more extensively employed
formerly. The turnips were formerly weeded and
the hay made chiefly by women, but it is not so now.
A few boys are occasionally employed in singling tur-
nips ond gathering stones, but to a small_extent.
Their hours of work are from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., with one
hour from 12 to 1 for dinner. Boys are seldom regu-
larly employed under 14 or 15 years of age. They
were formerly employed younger. I don’t think it ne-
cessary for farmers to employ boys under 12 or 14;
the use of machinery obviates the necessity of having
them.

The farms here are from 10 to 600 acres; the
average is about 200. The small farmers do all the
work on their farms themselves. Mr. Hughes has
built many cottages within the last 10 years; they
always have two und sometimes three bedrooms, and
are scattered about the country so as to be at a con-
venient distance from the farms. Two or three are
let with each of the principal farms. I find that
three-bedroom cottages built economically in blocks
cost 120 to 130l each. There are a good many
squatters in sume parts. When cottages are let to
the farmers we always put a rent on them ourselves,
which the farmer may not raise when he sub-lets the
cottage. All the eottages in the country have gardens,
Men's wages here are 15s. for casual workmen; 13s,
for ploughmen ; 12s. for ordinary labourers ; women
1s. a duy; and boys of from 12 to 15 have 8d. to 10d.
a day ; scarcely any allowances are given,

There are schools in almost every district, and a
far stronger desire for education than formerly existed.

24, H. R. Sandbach, Esq., Hofodunos, Llanger-
niew.—This parish contains 7,758 acres. The ave-
rage size of the farms is 120 acres, but there is one of
600 acres, and two or three of about 400, Fully half
is grass. The supply of labour is about equal to the
demand, except just during harvest. 1 have built
many new cottages, which 1let for 4/ a year. Ilet
very few to the farmers, and where I do let them to
farmers 1 prohibit Jodgers being taken in. Almost
all have gardens. A few in the village who have not
have alloiments of about a quarter of an acre each,
There were formerly many squatters on the common
here ; their cottages were thatched without an upper
story, and without any boarding or pavement on the
floor, Most of these huve been pulled down. I
formerly always built cottages with three bedrooms ;
I now build them with two bedrooms, because I find
more families who require cottages with two than
with three bedrooms. =

95. David Davis, foreman to Mr. Sandbach—
Been here 24 years. Boys are first engaged by
farmers at about the age of 12 to 14.  They ave en-
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gaged by the year, and receive from $0s. to 50s a
year and their board and lodging. 7They are not em-
ployed with the horses, but wind the cattle and sheep,
and learn to milk. Girls don’t go to farm work. The
school breaks up about June and July, in order to
altow tiie children to thin and weed iurnips. That
occupies them for about four weeks. The farmer
hires the children himself, and pays them about 10d.
to 14d. a day. That work is not let out to be done
by contract.

Very few women go out to work. T dont think
there are a dozen in this parish who ever go out.
More used to go out formerly. They work at hay
and harvest and hoe turnips. They do no other
work. Many of the farmers don’t employ auy women.
1 think it a bad thing that women should work in the
ficlds ; they have quite enough to do at home. Mr,
Sandbach employs about five boys under 14 on his
farm, on condition of their attending school for three
months at least each year; if they do not they are
discharged. Last year they were at school for five
months. I can spare them without inconvenicnce.
A farmer could not spare his boys as well as Mr:
Sandbach, because a farmer employs his boys to feed
his sheep and stock, and Mr; Sandbach eraploys men
for that purpose. The boys who have been to school
are more useful on the farms than those who have
not ; they are more intelligent. Wages for men are
7s.and their meat. In harvest a fresh agrecment is
made every week. This year one week the wages
were 1/ 1s. and the meat, and 18s., and 16s., and 19s.,
and 9s., for the other weeks. They have not been as
high as that for 20 years. The farmers and labourers
fix the amount between them, and then cry it out in
the street. They don’t earn any extra money by
piecework at other timus of the year, except for
special operations, such as draining.  Women get Is.
a day. The boys who go into the farm houses are
very well taken care of.

Women and children never have to go above
1% miles, except in the case of the children to go to
thin turnips.

[The children referred to above were paid 10d. or
14d. for turnip thinning, because some of them had to
come 3} miles, otherwise the ordinary wage for chil-
dren of that age is 6d. or 8. a day.]

26. Mr. Barnwell, schoolmaster, Llangerniew.—
I have been here 17 years. The average attendance
last year was 86, and there were 118 on the books
during the last qearter, There are 86 present to-day
[September 22nd]. At least two-thirds of the cluldren
who helong to the school are the sons of labourers.
The fee is 2d. apiece for one or two children, and the
remainder are admitted free. The sons of labourers
attend school up to the age of 12 or 13 ; they seldom
reach 13 ; boys leave before girls, and Iabourers’ sons
attend regularly longer than farmers’ sons, although
farmers® sons attend during a part of the year to a
later age than labourers’ sons. The latter, when they
leave, leave once for all.  Some of the children gd
away in the spring for picking stones and for plantipg
potntoes. About ane-third of the clildren may be
absent on and off for about three weeks for that work,
The potato planting is done either for the farmers or
for the labourers to whom rows of potatoes are as-
signed. Most of the labourers' children are in the first
class when they leave, and could pass in the fourth
standard ; some are in the second class, and coyl.d
only pass the third standard. Only a few children can
speak English when they come, I can only speak
Welsh slightly, Welsh is only used for explanation;
my wife, who teaches the lower classes, can speak it.
Nine-tenths of the children are Dissenters, but all
learn the Catechism ; 1 have never had an objection
from o parent to a child’s learning that. There isa
British school in another part of the parish, 'The
attendance tlicre is about as numerous as it is here ;
but.that is a mote. populous neighbourliood than this.
Saiie few childrein in this parish>who Jive at too great
a distaice from the school don't attend long enough
to ehible theni to acquite a uscful education; but
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with that exception the state of education in the
_parish is satisfactory.

I had a night school for two years, nine attended,
aged from 14 upwards. They were youths whose
education had been entively neglected. They were
farmers’ sons.

There are very few night schools in this neigh-
bourhood in consequence of the scattered distribution
of the population. . .

[This school was a very favourable specimen, owing
to Mr. Sandbach, the principal landowuner, being a
zealous supporter of education.]

27. H. R. Hughes, Esq., landowner, Ystrad, farms
300 acres of his own land ; J. Hewitson, bailiff to
Mr, Hughes.—Hewitson formerly had the superin-
tendence of a farm of 500 acres at Bodfurry, Flint,
about half a mile from Caerwys. That was a very
large farm for that district. The holdings about here
are generally 30 to 100 acres in extent. The farmers
grow a good many potatoes. Women are a good deal
employed at certain times of the year. In spring
they are employed in weeding, and occasionally in
some other small job, as assisting to thrash or sow ;
they are also employed in setting and raising potatoes,
and in hay and harvest. There is very little for
them to do after the potatoes are raised. ‘They
occastonally assist to thrash during winter, but do
nothing else. Their wages are never less than ls. 2
day, and from 10s. to ld4s. a week during harvest,
More boys werec employed on the farm at Bodfarry
than on any other in this neighbourhood. Those who
came for work were seldom turned away. They were
employed in singling turnips between the ages of
S and 12. They were not employed for above two
months in the year under the age of 12.  Sometimes
as many ac 12 boys were employed together with one
man to overlook them ; they earned Gd. to 15d. a day ;
the man who overlooked them usually paid them their
wages, but the work was not donc by contract. The
small farmers scarcely ever employ women or boys
under 14, at which age they are able to take charge
of horses. Men's wages are 13s. a week, and carters’
I4s. Two horses only are used for ploughing in this
neighbourhiood, except oceasionally when it is neces-
ary to plough very deep. Boys are not ;:encrallfr
employed with the horses in the stables. The small
farmers generally ““meit” their men. Perhaps a
farmer of 30 acres will “meat” a man and a boy.
A man receives about 7s. a week and his “ meat,” and
hoys receive about 2/, a year besides their board and
lm{ging when they first take a place. Cottages are
occasionally let with the farms, but not in sufficient
numbers to supply the whole of the labour required
by farmers. The cottages are generally let half-yearly
at o rent of about 87, a year; all have gardens. The
supply of labour here is sufficient except just during
harvest time, During harvest men anid women occa-
sionally have all allowed them, but that is exceptional.
The drink of the country is buttermilk and water,
The tops of ‘the Clwydiin hills' are covered with
heather ; this land.fetches a small rent, perhaps 2, 64.
an acre. It is either let to the farmers who hold the
adjoining land in the valleys, or a number of the
farmers have the right of turying out eattle, &c. upon
it, in’ which cate it is frequeritly overstocked,

[Mr. Hughes, Who knows this district well, thinks
that this description applies fo the Whole of the vale
of the Clwyd.]’ )

28. The Rev. Canon Thomas, vicar of Llanrhaiadr.
-—1las been here 7 years, and before_that lived at
Carnarvon, I do ot thiiik thiat any evil, either moral
or physical, arises to women from the work they do in
the fields. I have never obsérved that the women
who ivork in the ficlds are léss respectable than those
who do not.

The extent to which children are employed is
described in Mr, Williams’ [the parigh schoolmaster]
letter to me. All the work they do under the age
of 12 to 14 is done for the parents and not for the
firmers, = Tliey do nothing which is physically injurious
to'them. "There are three schools ()two Chireh and
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one British) in this parish. There are no inhabitants
of this parish who have not a school within access of
them. Every parish about here has a school. The
Dissenters attend the Church school.  Wehave a great
many Dissenters in the Church schools. The parents
never object to their children learning the Catechism.
‘The parents are more and more anxious to secure
education for their children, and wish to have thewm
taught English, without which they find that they
cannot get good places. I do not think that any Act
is necessary to improve the education in this neigh-
bourhood. ~ Whatever evil exists will cure itself,

The occupations here are large (about 300 to 400)
in the valleys, and much smaller on the hills.

The cottages are not as good as they shoald be, the
rent is not very high, but the accommodation is in-
sullicient. A good many of the cottagers occupy two
or three acres of land with their cottages. I think
they are more respectable and independent if they
occupy a little land than if they do not.

I think that there are fewer obstacles to education
in Carnurvonshire than there are here, and that the
children are naturally quicker there than here.

T was vicar of Ruabon for three years. The employ-
ment of the childrenin connexion with the coal mines
has a bad effect upon the education there, but very
few are employed in agriculture.

29. The following is a copy of Mr. Williams® letter
referred to by Mr. Thomas in the above statement :—

¢ Llanrhaiadr,

“Drar Sz, September 17, 1869.

“To comply with your wishes, I beg to state
my humble opinion with regard to the effect the
ewployment of children out of school has on their
education.  Children are sent to country sehools
gencraily at the age of 6. They attend pretty well
(but not very regularly) till they reach the age of 9
or 10, during which period they attain a fair know-
ledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic, but not to
such a degree as to be able to make but very little
use of what they have learnt,

“Welsh children may at this age (9 or 10) be able to
read fairly, but they cannot understand what they
read ; they may be able to work the first rules of
arithmetic, but they cannot comprehend them so as
to be able to apply them to common and domestic
purposes ; they may also be able to write a neat
handwriting, but they cannot spell very well. This
is both an important step in the education of children,
and one that they cannot do without, and one also that
would be most useful to them if they were regularly
kept in school, but their parents begin to employ
them at about this age (i.e., 9 or 10), and continue to
do so until they are taken from school at the age
of from 12to 14, They are kept at home to assist the
parents in harrowing, hay and corn harvest, &ec.,, &c.
(girls employed in Teeding pigs, milking cows, plant-
ing potatoes, raking hay and corn, weeding, &c.).
Consequently the children cannot possibly progress,
so that when they leave the school they have but a
very slight knowledge of even the essential subjects ;
the bulk can only pass Standard IIL.; a few are
able to pass Standards IV, V., and VL., and because
they are not impressed upon their minds they soon
forget what they have learnt; the only thing retained
is a little of' writing,

%This is the pitiable state of education of all
country children (with the exception of n very
few).

« Hoping you will have <ome satisfaction in the
information I have given, )

I remain, &c.
“The Rev. Canon Winnram WicLiams.”
% Thomas.”

[There were 108 children on the books, and 64 in
average attendance at this school—I. H, N.]

30. R. 0. Moulslade, Esq., landowner, Bryndyfiryn,
Llanrwst.—There are no manufactures or quarries in
this immediate neighbourhood. ‘The occupations are
small; about 50, to 100 acres ; no peculiar crops are
grown. Very little cheesc is made ; it answers better
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to make butter. Women are very little employed ;
a few are vmployed during harvest, and for hay-
mahing, but th. are not employed at all as a general
rule at other times of the year,

No children ave employed. Boys first go out to
work at about the age of 12 to 14, when they obtain
places in farmers’ houses. The farmers always feed
all the lubourers necessary for the cultivation of their
land. ‘The married men received 8. a week and
their board, and the unmarried men G/ to 201 a
year and their board and lodging. If a man is en-
gaged by the week he receives 14s. a week and no
fuod. At harvest a new agrcement as to wages is
made every Monday morning.  There are central
spots all about the district called “crosses,” where
cmploy ers and labourcrs meet cogether every Monday
morning to agice as to wages. Boys are employed
for a few weeks a year under the age of 12 for sing-
ling turnips, weeding, &e., but with the exception of
those occasional occupations there is nothing to pre-
vent their remaining at school regularly up to the
age of 12 at lowest. This district is very well pro-
vided with scheols. 1 am unable to point to any
spots in this neighbourhood which are out of reach
of a school. The attendance is generally good. There
are a few indifferent parents who never send their
chiddren, but with the exception of these the educa-
tion of the young is not defective. There are a
few scattered cottages on the mountains, but almost
all are within reach of a school. The wages are high
in this neighbourhood in consequence of its being
near quarries. There is a great deal of work to be
done in quarries which anybody can do, although
the skilled quarryman must be brought up to it fiom
his childhood.

The cottage accommodation in the neighbourhood
is very fair. The cottages belong chiefly to the land-
lords, and are not crowded, but are, in most cases, let
with farms. Rent about 2/ to 3/., with gardens,
There is not much waste land about here. Coals cost
about 14s. a ton.

It is not customary for the farmers to allow potato
groand to their men. The mountains above the cul-
tivated land are let in large tracts as sheep walks,
The farmers who take these farms never employ
women and children ; they only require shepherds.

31, Rev. R. O. Ilughes, rector of Lysfaen.—My
parish is very small, only about 1,500 acres, but the
population is between 800 and 900, There are some
quarries i the parish, where most of the population
are employed. The land is chiefly arable, but there
are about 300 acres of common land. The majority
of the farms are under 50 acres, Women are not
employed in agriculture except for a few days during
harvest, and children are never employed except ocea-
sionally for a few days during harvest, and occasionally
for turnip thinning. The farms are so small that almost
all the work is done by the farmer and his family,
Occasionally a boy is hired by the year by a farmer,
but never under 12 years of age. These boys are
well fed ; they dine with their employers.

We have no school; there never was one in my
parish, but we are on the point of building one.
There is no school in any adjoining parish within a
convenient distance. I don't suppose one-fourth of
the children in my parish attend school. ‘There is a
great desire for education among the people; they
are pressing for u school, although there are nume-
rous nstances of indifference in the matter,

We nave plenty of cottages. A large proportion
of cottages in my parish belong to the Crown (the
lord of the wanor), who let them to the occupiers in
consideration of their keeping them in repair. They
are not crowded, i.¢,, they are only inhabited by the
one fumily each, but the family may occasionally be
large. The rent is, I think, about 1/, a year, The
coutages consist of one, andsometimes two bed-
rooms, and one sitting room. Most have gardens.
The labourers have not to go a great distance to their
work.

I have lind experience in a great many parishes in
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North Wales, and 1 feel sure that there are a great
many families who are very indifferent about educa-
tion, and I feel sure that” education will never be
generally successful until it is made compulsory.
Compulsory education would, I think, be a great
blessing to the country.

32, Mr. W, Joncs, Plas Newydd, Ruabon.—I have
been ageat to Sie W. W, Wynn, Bart., at Wyunstay,
for six years. I have lived in" Flintshire for above
30 years. The population here is mainly engaged in
mining,

The farms are generally small ; the number which
contain less than 100 ucres is greater than the number
which contamn more than that amount, Rather more
than one-third of the district is grass, exclusive of the
mountams, which are either let to particular farmers as
sheep-walks, or in sume eases several vroprietars
have the right of pasturage on particular mountains jn
common. This is the care with the mouuntains in the
south of Denbighshire, of which Sir Watkin is lord
of the manor. Sir Watkin has farms in the neigh-
bourhood containing only 12, 20, 34, 35, 36, 41, and
43 acres respectively, None of the men uccu;’)ying
these small amounts of land ever go to worl ns
labourers. I myself think many of them would be
better off if they warked as regular day labourers ;
but they think that they acquire an independence by
occupymg small holdings which they would have to
sacrifice if they gave them up.  The larger occupiers
(of 70 acres and upwards) make cheese, but the re-
mainder depend on growing corn and making butter.
The general rule is for the farmers to board their la-
bourers ; but the smaller farmers don't hire any men
except during the summer months, from about A prilto
October. The rest of the year they do all the work in
their farms themselves and their families. You will
searcely sce a woman at work on a farm at any time of
the year. The wives and daughters of small occupiers
assist to milk cows, &c. and work a little during the
haytime and harvest ; but it is quite exceptional for
a farmer ever o engage o woman to work for him for
wages. Boys are ocensionally engaged by the year
from about 14 and upwards. Perhaps there would
be one boy on every farm of over 50 acres. His work
would probably be to feteh and drive the cows and do
odd jobs about the yard. You don't see any boys at
work at particular times of the year under that age ;
little boys are useful m the turnip season, but they
don’t take to farm work ; they prefer going to the
works in the neighbourhood ; the supply of labour
now is sufficient, though we were short some time ago.
The ordinary wages are 14s. for an ordinury labourer,
and 18s. for a carter.  Where the man is engnged by
the year he gets 6s. a week and his keep during the
winter months, and 8s. and his keep during the
summer, from April to October. There are no hiring
fairs here, but there are stated seasons for hiring.
The hiring is generally for the year beginning in May.
In the better class farms a waggoner would get about
20L a year, and an ordinary man about 16/, These
yearly servants are not generally married, When
they do marry they generally become weekly In-
bourers.  The boys get about 8. or 41 a year when
about 14 years of age.

The cottages are generally very much overcrowded,
They generally have two bedrooms, and helong
wainly to the landowners, As a rule the cottages arc
not let with the farms, The rent ranges from 2, to
5l. Those which are in the country always have
gardens attached to them, about one-eighth of an acre
cach, and some of them which are situated in Ruabon
have pieces of land assigned to them oytside the town,
We have also a few small holdings of about two acres
each, sufficient in amount to aHord keep for a cow.
Those men work as labourers, and a good many are
colliers. Where the man is industrious I think it o
great assistance to his family to hold two or three
acres of grass land, but I would prefer lettng a small
amount (say three acres) to letting as much as
15 acres to one man, because the latter amount
would prevent his working as a day labourer, ‘These



IN AGRICULTURE (1867) COMMISSION :—EVIDENCE. 9’

small holdings are let at the ordinary rent for agricul-
tural land.

The school accommodation is fairly sufficient in this
neighbourhood; and if the children are uneducated it
is entirely owing to the neglect of the parents. I am
pretty well acquainted with Denbighshire and Flint-
shire, and I don’t know any place in those counties in
which young boys are employed in agriculture, I
found that where cottages were let with the farms
the farmers generally sub.let them at an increased
rent.

83, The Rev. H. Humplreys, curate of Ruabon.—
1 have been here two years. There are three schools
(girls, boys, and infants) in the town, and two out-
lying schools in this parish. The town schools are
attended mainly by the iminers’ and tradesmen’s
children. But one of the outlying schools is attended
entirely by the agricultural labourers’ children,

I don’t think that children are employed in agricul-
tural labour n this district at so early an age as to
present their obtaining a satisfactory education. I
lived formerly near Rluthin, in the vale of Clwyd,
and the same observation, with respect to the age at
which children begin to work, is applicable to that
district as to this. I don’t think that children are
cmployed at as early an age in the vale of Clwyd as
they formerly were,  Women are not much employed
in the fields, and I have not observed that those women
who are so empleyed ave injured by the work they do,
or that their cottages and families are less well cared
for than those of other women. I have observed
that young women, when so engaged, are exposed to
immoral influences ; but young women seldom are so
employed. Women are more cimnployed on Mr. Hard.
castle’s estate than clsewhere. I don’t think it neces-
sary to apply the Factory Acts to the agricultural
population in this neighbourhood for the purpose of
improving the education.

I think the cottages in which the agricaltural popu-
lation live are generally sufliciently commodious. At
one place in this parish there are about a dozen very
bad mud huts built by the people themselves on the
mountain, and inhabited by a population of about 100
miners and agricultural labourers who never send
their children to school, but with that exception the
cottages are tolerably good,

84, Mrs. Millington, Pen-y-lan school, Ruabon,.—
This school is supported entirely by Mr. Hardeastle.
It is a mixed school. The children pay 1d. a week,
There are 42 on the books now [October]. T generally
have about that number in winter, and about 20 to
25 on the books in summer. I have about 30 to 85
in ordinary attendance during winter, and during the
summer the number sometimes falls as low as five,
They are all the children of labourers in the employ-
ment of Mr. Hardeastle, They come at the age of
3 and stay until 10 and 12, Their attendance is not
very regular up to that age. I don’t see many of them
after they pass 10, Children of all ages (givls and
boys) are employed for potato planting, haymaking,
corn minding, acorn picking, weeding, and stonc-
picking. The children don’t go away to gather the
potatoes themselves, but sometimes stay at home to
mind the house when their parents are so engaged.
‘The parents think they have done very well if' they
leave the children here until the age of about 11 or
12 ; many boys don't stay as long as that.  The girls
generally stay at school until they get a place, 1
don’t think there are any children within reach of the
school who don'tattend. The ladies make them come,
Most of those who have left lately have known the
first four rules of arithmetic simply, and could write a
letter, But they were very backward when 1 came,
and are much more forward now than they were.

‘The obstacle to education is rather the irregularity
of the attendance than the carly withdrawals. The
parents are ignorant themselves; they don’t appear
to interest themselves in the progress of their children,
and don't know the importance of regular attendance.

85. Mr. R. C. Roberts, surgeon, Ruabon.—{ have
lived here all my life, and have practised in the parish

24838,
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about 80 years, and have been parish doctor above Denbighshire.

20. Women are very seldom employed in the fields,
The only women [ ever see at work are the women
who are employed, as an act of charity, by Sir Watkin
Wynn, sweeping up leaves in the park. I uever see
very young children at work. They always plough
with a pair of horses and reins about here. I am
confident that neither women or children are employed
in any work which is injurious to them. A short time
ago & boy of 14 was killed when at work with a
threshing machine ; he went upon the part of the
machine where he should not have been, and was
warned several times ; that is the only accident I ever
recollect occurring with a threshing machine to a boy.

The cottages are tolerably commodious. They gene-
rally have only one bedroom, but many have two.
Mr. Hardeastle’s and Siv Watkin’s cottages are very
goud. Generally built of stone, and slated or thatched.
Most of them have an upper floor. There are many
freeholds here among the mining population, but not
among the agricultural. I cannot often trace illness
to insufficient cottage accommodation. I know of no
cottages without separate bedroows. [ think that the
young men who are boarded in the farmers’ houses
are sufliciently well provided for. The people live
chiefly on bread, potatoes, oatmeal porridge, and
buttermilk. They don’t eat much meat, but have a
little bacon, and are generally healthy and ablebodied.
A good many Staffordshire and Lancashire men come
to work in the mines hiere; but I am inclined to think
that the Welsh are stronger than these Englishmen,

36, My, James Maurice, Ruthin—In this neigh-
bourhood boys arc not cmployed earlier than 12 or
13.  Girls are employed in houselold work generally.
Women are occasionally employed in the turnip and
potato season, and generally work for 12 hours a
day. It would be desirable for boys to remain longer
at school than they do, but legislation is scarcely
needed in this part of the country. It is not desivable
to place any restriction on the employment of females
in agriculture in these parts.

There are National and British and village schools.
For the most part advantage is taken of the schools ;
when not taken the parents are to be blamed.

The condition of the eottage accommedation in this
neighbourhood is bad. There are not suflicient for
the supply of the labour requived. The situation with
vespeet to the farms varies. ‘They arve overcrowded,
and without naming specific cases the general tendency
is to immorality. They ave fairly supplicd with water.
Ventilation is obtained by the door. There are no
allotments, but they gencrally have gardens,

87. Mr, I, 1. Jones, schoolmaster, National school,
Ruthin—TI have been here 2% years. There were
305 children on the books last year, and the average
attendance was €05'7.  More than oue-half of thosc
in the school are agricultural children ; 203 attended
200 times each.  The agricultural children remain at
school up to the age ol 18; very few leave before they
get into the first class, The first class work in the
fourth, fifth, and sixth standards ; but the agricul-
tural children cannot generally work higher than the
fourth. ‘The sons of labourers are less regular in their
attendance than farmers’ sons, ‘T'he year before last the
average attendance was 113, and the year hefore that
76, Nearly cil the children in this school are the
children of Dissenters. I always ask the parents when
the children are admitted whether they object to their
learning the Catechism; very few do object, There
are a great many children growing up about here
without education; quite as many do not attend
school as those who do; they are simply indifferent
about the master,

[The accuracy of this statement about the great
number of children who were absent from school was
doubted by two or three other gentlemen to whom
I spoke on this subjeet.]

88. Mr. Joseph David Jones.-~Was schoolmaster
of the British school, Ruthin, for 14 years. Gave it
up four years ago. About 260 boys and girls at-
tended that school, and about one-half of those were
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the children of agricultural labourers. I think that
during the last four or five years that I had charge of
that school the labourers’ sons remained at school up
to the age of 12 on an average. They both came and
left rather carlier when I left than when I came.
Most of them were in the second class when they left.
"The charges were regulated according to the position
of the parents; labourers’ sons paid ld. a week.
They could pass when they left what was equivalent
to the fifth standard, besides having some knowledge of
greography and grammar. I never allowed the boys to
be absent without asking my leave. I dismissed them
if they were. I found that there was a sufficient
desire for cducation to prevent them incurring the
risk of dismissal. ‘There was really no work which
the boys did for the farmers which interfered with

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

their education. It was very rare fora boy to stay
away to scare birds, but they sometimes remained at
home, with my leave, to assist their parents in plant-
ing potatoes. There were many sons of small farmers
at my school, and they were kept away to work on
the farms far more than the sons of the labourers.
‘The girls left at about the same age asthe boys. They
were very regular in their attendance. I do not think
it desirable that boys should go to work under i4;
but I don't think they arc wronged as things are
at present, and that it is unnecessary to place any
restriction upon the age at which they should be
permitted to work. There are not many night schools
about here: but great importance is attached to
Sunday schools. The adults, both male and female,
attend.

FLINTSHIRE.

89. J. Scott Bankes, Isq., Longhton Hall, Northop.—
I have lived here 10 years. I farm about 200 acres
of my own land. The holdings are small, under 70
acres rather than over. As ageneral rule the farmers
board all the labourers whom they employ, but they
employ very few inen, because many of them are little
better than working men themselves, and there are
times of the year when a man and his son can do all
the work on a farm of 30 or 60 acres.

There is no regular employment for women. In
fact the women are hardly ever employed by the
farmers at all ; but it is the custom for the farmers
and landowners to let land for potatoes in small
amounts to anybody who likes to take it at the
rate of 71. 10s. an acre. 'This is generally accommo-
dation land near the towns and villages. About a
quarter to half an acre is let to cach man,  The lessor
cultivates and wanures the land, and the lessee plants
and gets up the potatoes. Both women and children
work in planting and getting up the potatoes on these
plots of ground ; they are generally members of the
lessee’s own family and are not employed for wages,
But with the exception of that work these women
scarcely over work in the fields. Here they are not
disposed to work. I should have great difliculty in
getting six or seven women to work 1f T wanted them,

Boys are not employed as a general rule until they
are 16 or 17 years old, except when they work for
their own familics as ubove deseribed. Some jobs,
such ns singling turnips, are sometimes done by men
by the piece, but they do not bring children to assist
them.

The holdings are so small that the occupiers don't
like to spend money in wages and do all they can
themselves,

There is no agricultural labour for children except
the potato work above mentioned to prevent them
attending school as & general rule up to the age of 13
or id.

The wages for day labourers are l4s. o week if
hired regularly, and 15s. if hired for an occasional
job. They have extra money for harvest. I give 14,
extra, for cach harvest, but I suppose the farmers
give piccework. They have no allowances, and
earn no extra money except in harvest.

I think the supply of cottages is sufficient ; but
this is a great mining district, and the number of
people employed in the mines is constantly changing,
so that although generally the cottages are sufficient
if new mines were to be opened more might be re-
quired. Many belong to the landowners, and most
of them have small gardens, but there are many free-
holds belonging chiefly to men who have made money
in trade. These are to be found mainly in the towns.

‘The accommodation is generally suflicient ; they all
have separate steeping and living rooms, and I myself
am building all mine with three bedrooms. The
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lowest rent is, I think, 8/, for the ordinary class, and
more if three bedrooms.

The supply of schools is, I thiuk, sufficient. I know
of no district where there is any population, except
perhaps isolated cottages, which is not supplied with
school accommodation. If the people are not edu-
cated it must be owing to their own carelessness.

1 don’t think there is any district within eight or nine
miles of this place in which women and children are
employed to a greater extent than I have deseribed
above.

40. Charles R. Cotton, Esq., Knolton Hall, Overton,
~—TIhave lived here for 12 years, and am well acquaint-
ed with this portion of Flintshire (the hundred of
Maelor). I formerly occupied a farm of about 250
acres near Wrexham. There are no mines or manu-
factures here, but there are in the neighbourhood of
Wrexham. The agricultural condition of this district
is very similar to that of Wrexhumn,  The proportion
of grass to arable is above half. The farms vary from
150 to 250 acres in extent; they are almost all
dairy farms, although some of these have been broken
up in conscquence of the cattle plague. Every dairy
farmer has a certain proportion of arable, and grows
corn as well as stores for the cattle.  No peculiar
crops are grown here. Both men and women arc
employed for milking, but wen rather than women.
There is no employment for young children. The
farmers let small portions of laad to the labourers,
amounting to one-quarter or onc-eighth acre to ecach
family at 2s. Gd. arood.  The farmer prepares the land,
and the occupier grows potatots upon it, and employs
children to plant and gather them. The farmers always
plough with two horses, and do not require boys to
drive. They do not grow potatoes asa crop themselves.
The cottages are not usually let with the farms ; they
are generally seattered about the country, but some
of the principal landlords are now pulling down
the scattered cottages and rebuilding them in the
villages. The rent is about 44 with a small garden.
Wages are 1ls. & week, or 125 a2 week if the man
has to come on Sundays. Women are very seldom
cmployed, but when they are they have Is. a day,
and more in harvest. T think the supply of school
accommodation in this district is suflicient ; few have
to go as much as two miles to a school, and attend welf
during summer. There are a great many dissenters,
and there is no difficulty in securing their attendance at
school, The parents never object to sending them on
account of the religious instruction which is given.

41, Mr. J. Dawson, agunt to Sir Pyers Mostyu,
Talacre.~I have lived here for above 30 years, and
am well acquainted with all the country between this
place and Holywell, Cacrwys, and  Rbyl, The
farms are of all sizes from 10 to 500 acres. Aboui
one-third is grass, No peculier crops are grown;
tarnips, wheat, and beans ave the ordinary crops
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along tho coast. IHigher up the hills the lund
is more adapted for turnips, barley, and oats. Sowe
of the larger farms make cheese, but more in the
vale of Clwyd than here. Just here no women ave
employed, but towards Rhyl on one side, and Holy-
well on the other, some of the farmers do cwploy
some few occasionally, never in winter. Children are
employed for singling and weeding turnips in May
and June. They are not cmployed under 12 to 15
for that work. They are employed by the farmers.
They are also employed for picking potatoes. The boys
are generally of from 12 to 15 ycars ofage when they
commence regular work, but more are required iu
the weeding and potato picking times than at others.
Ploughing is.chiefly done with two horses, occasionally
four when we want to plough deep. I don’t think
that farmers require boys about here under 14; and
that they make quite as good Jabourers if they begin
to work at that age as if they began earlier. The boys
are not generally boarded in the farm houses; occa-
sionally they are, but very seldom. Men’s ordinary
wages are 12s. a week, and carters have 18s.  During
harvest it is customary to make a new bargain with
the men every Monday for the current week. Last
harvest my wages amounted to 14s.,13s., 17s., 17s.,
and 13s. Gd. a week for the five harvest weeks, besides
5s. a week extra for “ meat,” which some of the farmers
allow, but I prefer to pay in money at 5s. a week.
The women have 1s. a day and boys about from 2s. to
8s. at first. Not much piccework is done except at
harvest. I do not hoe turnips by the picce, but some
do. The population in this neighbourhood is chiefly
collected m villages. Sir P. Mostyn lets some few
cottages with the farms, but not many.

The supply of schools is gencrally sufficient ; there
is only one district in this neighbourhood which is
destitute of school accommodatian, and a school is
about to be built there,

Cottages let generally for about 3/, per annum;
they all have a small garden, Some of the cottagers
hold two or three acres of land, generally in grass, on
which they keep o cow. That does not prevent the
man working as a labourer, because his wife generally
looks after the cow.

49. Mr, FE. Tench, Wrexham.—I was agent to
Sir W, W, Wynn at Wynnstay for about 20 years.
I don't think that there are many occupiers of such
small amounts of land in this neighbourhood that they
would be better off as day labourers. It is quite true
that many of them don't live better than labourers,
but in comparing their condition with that of labourers

COMMISSION :(—EVIDENCE.

the fact that they are under less control must be
taken into consideration, and the price at which they
value this independence must be set off against the
possibly rather better living of the labourer.

I think it would be a public loss to interfere with
the great variety in the extent of the holdings in this
neighbourhood. It is desirable to enable men to rise
by gradual steps from the condition of labourers to that
of farmers, I have now the management of the pro-
perties of Mr. L. L. PFitabugh, Mr. S. Yorke, and
Capt. Godiry in this neighbourhood.

A few women are engaged by farmers, and employed
principally in preparing the land for green crops and
in making hay, and to a less extent at other times of
the year ; but I don't think that the employment of
women is attended by any bad results to themselves,
although their families sometimes suffer, and the house
is less comfortable than it otherwise would be. It
would be desirable not to employ women with families,
although it is a charity to cmploy widows. I have
not obscrved that the employment of women leads to
immorality. Women receive 1s. a day. I think some
of the strong lads are employed under 14, at perhaps
the age of 13. I am now giving my labourers 13s. a
week, and carters l4s.  The yearly servants never
have piecework, but employers who hire by the week
give piecework to do at harvest, and some of them
pay an additional 1/, or 29s, for the harvest in lieu of
piecework. The piecework hereis almost confined to
mowing, reaping, laying hedges, and a little turnip
hoeing.

1 don’t think you will find many cottages here with
two bedrooms, most have only one. I aon’t think
that the gardens of agricultural labourers contain more
than from 8 to 16 perches each. The cotlages are
very much overcrowded, but I don’t see that they can
be improved by law; [ should rather trust to the
cffect of education to improve them. The farmers
about here generally cultivate land for their labourers
to grow potatoes on.  The farmers prepare the land
and draw the labourers’ manure, and the labourers
plant and get up the potatoes, and pay 1s. to ls. Gd.
for a rood of 8 square yaids. Scarcely unything except
potatoes and onions are grown in the gardens.

I don’t think it necessury that the Factory Acts
shoald be applied to the agriculiural population.
Neither women or children are employed in unhealthy
employments in the fielus, and I think that sufficient
progress in education is likely to be attained by
voluntary efforts.

With the above observations I agree with Mr. WV,
Jones’ statement [No. 32].
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APPENDIX A.—CONTAINING EVIDENCE APPLICABLE TO AREAS LARGER THAN
PARISHES,

s g

1. ANxswERS to CoumissioNers’ CircuLAR of INQuUIRY,
given by Mr, T\ T. MousLry, Agent to the Earl
of Cawdor, &e.

As to the Employment of Children, §e.

“ There is a general disposition throughout the two
counties (Pembroke and Carmarthen) to send boys
out to farm-work, to earn a little money in aid of
their parents, either as regular farm-house servants or
to tend cattle, &c. at a very early age (say 9 or 10),
and too often they are taken for this purpose from «
good school before they have learnt more than to read
and write. This is often a necessity where there is o
large family, owing to the low wages carned by the
father (10s. te 125, o week). If children could as a
rule be kept at school until they are 12 or 13, aud
afterwards by somo meuans he proevented losing all
they had up to that time learnt, no doubt a higher
standard of education amongst the labouring clas.
would soon be the vesult; the difficulties however of
compulsory education are doubtless very formid-.ole.

“Girls are forced from their homes very r.uch in
the same way as boys, and almost as early in life.
They generally do most of the rough ovi-door work,
as well as in-door work, connected with the manage-
ment of eattle, Tt is too much the rule on the part of
employers, I am sorry to say, to pav but little atten-
tion to the moral condition of these servant girls.
They lose their characters to a deplorabie extent and
become mothers at n very early age, The insufliciont
size and convenienco of the Welsh furm-houses is one
of the causes of this disgraceful state of things,”

Lomployment of IFomen,

“Women aro generally employed in farm labour,
which need be no hardship, if it is not compulsory.
In some districts (though I believe not extensive) the
lnbourer's wife is bound to give a certain amount of
labour to her husband’s employer, This may be made
a great hardship and ought to be discournged,”

Farm Employment generally.

“ Tn Welsh farming it is not the habit (o employ
many day labourers, The work is chiefly done by
young men who live in the house, and by members of
the farmer’s family, This doficiency of labour may
be partly attvibuted to the want of good comfortable
cottages, partly to the absence of capital nnd enter-
prise on the pavt of the Welsh farmer class.”

Hours of TFork.

“« Traom 6 to G, T believe is the rule, and when this
is required of women, I think it is a hardship. To
commence work at 8 a.m,, and finish at 5 or 5% p.m,,
except {n harvest, are long enough hours {or a woman
who has domestic duties to perform.”

As to restricting the Age at which Children should
be employed.

“T think no restiiction is necessary in these counties
as the occupation iz gencrally healthy.”

As to Supply of Schools, §e.

« Most neighbourhoods ave well supplied with
schools, but unfortunately in the thinly populated ngri-
cultural districts they must be few and far between, so
far that little children have a sufficient reason for
being kept from school. Mnny parents are very
indiffevent to the ndvantages of an early edueation for
theiv children, forgetting that if they miss the first
fow years of their lives, they ave not likely to have
leisure for education in after life. “Lenching of the
Euglish language is now very general; and the
increasing knowledge of it is remarkable.”
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State of Cottages, §e.

“ The stale of cottages throughout the country is
most disgraceful, and the loss to the agricultural
interest of the best labour may thus be accounted for.
Cottages ure too frequently built without any regard
to the health, comfort, morality, snd convenience of the
occupiers ; generally badly ventilated and as badly
lighted, damp and unhealthy floors and walls, the
former often of earth.  Frequently, especially in
Pembrokeshire, with two rooms on the ground floor
and no upper rooms ; overcrowding is the universal
consequence and gross immorality the result. Privies
are very unnsaal, and oitener than not the piggery is
attache! to the dwelling. No attention is paid to
seweiage, which is constantly to be seen stagnant at
the, cottage door,”

1low Cottages may be supplied.

“For the benefit of farmers, the building of good
commodious cottages need not be a bad investment
for the landlord, as he might, supposing his cottage
cost 100/, charge say 5/, per annum to his farm tenant,
who would recover the greater part by weekly or
monthly vent from his labourer, who should never he
required to pay more than about 3/. per annum, unless
he happened to have an unusually good house, or
more garden ground than is really necessary. All
cottages should have a good sized garden and a
pigstye.”

“Some of the formidable hindrances toan improved
state of agriculture in Wales ave the want of capital,
and of agricultural education and enterprise. The
great proportion of farms are small, and oceupied by
men who really belong to the labouring class, and
who too frequently have to struggle harder for ex-
istence than the cottager who has his weckly wage to
depend upon. Landlords ought by degrees to merge
their small holdings, to snve themselves the perpetual
expense of restoring so many small farmsteads, which
would enable them to give better accommodation for
larger holdings, and thus making them more attractive
to men of eapital and enterprise,

“1f they do not the country must remnin as at
present, very little in advance of a state of nature as
regards furming.”

Statute Fairs,

“ The system of hiring favm servants at the statute
fairs is one of the greatest curses to the country, aml
a general system of engaging them enly by their pro-
ducing u good character from the last employer ought
to be established.  'This would encourage good ser-
vants and deter bad ones, and operate much to the
advantage of employers.

“ Welsh children are generally healthy, quick, and
apt to learn.”

2, The Venerable Archdeacon Clark, in answering
acireular of inquiry asapplicable to the archdeaconry
of St. David’s, whiclt is very nearly co-extensive with
the county of Pembroke, says :—

% The eultivation is mixed (more pastornl than
arable). In my own neighbourhood there are extensive
onk woeds in the parishes of Narbeth, Robeston,
Newton, Minwere, and Slebech, which afford oceu-
pation to a large proportion of the neighbouring
population.”

Imployment of Boys and Girls.

“ In my own experience there is not much employ-
ment for boys under 14 or 15, except during the
season for *“pilling™ in the oak woods: Girls ave
similmly employed from 12 or 14 upwards, their
business being to assist their elders in the work of
barking and stacking bark.”
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Lmployment of IFomen.

“« Besides the employment in weods, & good many
women are employed in field work throughout the
county, but not in wy own immediate neighbourhood.”

Is it desirable to place any restriction on the age at
which boys should be permitted to work on the
land, &¢.?

« 1t this question refers only to my own neighbour-
hood and its needs no restriction as to age is required,
therc is no reason why boys should not attend school
during the greater part of the year, if their parents
would send them.

« But, from what I have observed clsewhere, in
England, I think it would be desirable to protect boys
under 14 by requiring them to attend half a day at
school, as a condition of employment in farm work.

“The above answer would apply also to restrictions
on female labour.”

Schools.

¢ The school attendance throughout the arch-
deaconry is generally good, where there ave schools
conveniently near. 1 think, that when children do not
attend school, the cause is chiefly the indifference and
neglect of parents.

T enclose a tabular return for the archdeaconry.”

Condition of Cottages.

“ The cottages generally throughout the county
are not good ; small, ill-ventilated, with plaster or
flagged floors, and with only two rooms on the ground
floor, the upper rooms (if any) being dark lofts or
attics under the roof, not fit for occupation. There
are, 1 think, not enough for the supply of labour
required. They ave generally too small for even a
small family, and therefore over.crowded, and the
usual results to morality have followed. The cottagers
generally have to go to the village well, or stream,
or diteh, for water, and few cotinges have decent
privies.

*The condition of the cottages may be mainly owing
to the exceedingly low rents which the agricultural
labourer is willing or able to pay. ‘T'he usual reut
of a cottage and garden in Pembrokeshire is 30s. a
year.”

Do you consider the stute of the agricultural labouring
class in Pembrokeshire generally satisfactory?

« Morally, no ; there is a great deal of drunken-
ness, and immorality and improvidence. Bastardy i3
common, unchustity, in the youth of both sexes, the
rule rather than the exeeption. This greatly owing
to the conditions under which the farm lads and
servant girls are hired (at fairs without a character
very commonly), and to the excessive liberty allowed
them when in service.

“Very few of the farm labourers save anything out
of their wages. They live generally from hand to
mouth, and have no provision for a ‘rainy day.) If I
except the payment. made to and received from the
benefit club in sickness, the labouring man scldom
thinks of laying by anything.

“ In many respects the labouring elass in Pembroke-
shire arce well off. They are clothed comfortably and
well fed ; the wages heing generally (I believe) 10s.
or 12s. u week. The population is not excessive,
perhaps the reverse ; it is diminishing in the rural
districts, and there is generally no lack of employ-
ment.”

3. Cory of nletter addressed to George Culley, Esq.,
Asgistant Commissioner, by the Rev. Willinm
Owen, Baptist minister, Narberth, Pembroke-
shire,

DEear Sir, Nurberth, Aug. 2, 1869.
Havixg a tolerably good knowledge of the
county of Pembroke (especinlly the Welsh part of it),
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I shull not confine my answers to your questions to
one district, but endeavour to answer them as appli-
cable to the county generally.

Field labour of women and children.

In pastoral districts the labour of extra women and
young persons is not much wanted, except for a few
weeks in harvest and about turnips and potatoes.

In corn-growing districts women and young per-
sons are move employed in the fields, working out for
months in the year.

‘he hours of labour are usually 12 hours, with a
little interval for dinner.

Wages.

Wages are very low. Women at harvesting get
Is. a day, und 8. a day (finding their own board) at
the green crops. Children from 10 to 15 years of
age get half a woman’s wage. They have not far to
walk generally, as the cottages and villages ave pretty
numerous.

Cotlages.

The state of the labourers’ cottages generally is
very bad; badly constructed ; one floor, and one
room on that floor, partly divided by some article of
furnituze ; damp walls ; earth floors ; smoky chimneys;
a small window or two, often no more than a square
foot, and never opened, the only ventilation being by
the door or chimuey ; no out-otlices or any accommo-
dation whatever.

In such a cottage, where u family of six or oight
are huddled together, it is impossible to inculeate
that deceney and modesty which is the chief ornament
of o woman. There is of necessity such familiarity
growing up between tho sexes as is very subversive
of true propriety. This waut of proper home nccom-
modation vitintes their tastes and lays them more
open to moral corruption and sensuality. Hence,
with their custom of farmers domiciling the male
servants in out-houses, barns, and hay-lofts, &e,
entirely removed from the control of the master,
from whence they prowl about in the night, about
neighbours’ houses, sceking and obtaining intercourse
with the girls through the night, arizo the many cases
of bastardy which we hear of in the county. A sad
subject to mention, and g delicate one to treat.

Lemedy.

1 would suggest a cottage inspeetion instituted
authoritatively in overy parvish or district, and that
no cottage be allowed to be inhabited unless it be
certified ; something similar to the Board of Health
regulations in towns.

Education in rural distriets is very backward
through two or three causes.

1st. In many loenlities schools are very far from
the children, two, three, or four miles perhaps. The
schools are generally located near somo church or
chapel, without any regard to the distance of one
school from another. ~ According to the present
system of Government aid, the most aetive (and able
perhaps too) of the religious bodies will get up a
school in connection (locally so) with their place of
worship, which will be partly supported by Govern-
ment aid ; and we not unfrequently find three or four
such schools within a radius of as many miles, while
one or two would meet the requiremeuts of the district
if properly located.

If a general educavional system were adopted by
Government, regard should be had to distance and
population, and mnot, as at present, assisting indi-
viduals to gratify their whims (or perhaps spite a
rival), and thus waste their energies and the public
moncy without rendering ecquivalent service to the
public.

2nd, The present educational appliances are not

made use of sy they might be for the following
rensons t—
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(a.) The great poverty of the agricultural labourers,
whose carnings amount to 9s. or 10s. o week
(on their own board) for the year round,
with the exception of a mouth or so during
barvest, when thoy get 2s. to 2s. 6d. a day ;
out of such a pittance it is impossible that
they can pay much for the education of
their children, apd many are kept at home
because the parents cannot provide proper
elothing in which to send them to school.

(&) The want of appreciation of education on the

part of the parents, where the school is free,
or others pay for their children. The
pavents being uneducated themselves do not
sufficiently appreciate edueation for their
children, and from this cause many children
in the rural districts are uneducated.

Along the sea coast most of the boys go to sea as
ship apprentices, between the ages of 12 aud 15,
whother educated or not. Here, perhaps, some
wholesome restraint might be put upon shipowners,
such as the necessity of obtaining a certificate that
a boy can read and write before they take him on
board.

All these causes combined by a watural course of
cvents tend to demoralization, and in the end to
augment the poors’ rate, which is becoming oppres-
sively heavy, especinlly in Pembrokeshire, where
there is scarcely any employment for a man who is
past the prime of life ; employers will choose younger
men, and the old, before they ave past service, aro
cast upon their estale, the parish.

A more equally distributed means of education,
Sree and unsectarian, and someo compulsion. on land-
owners to provide a better class of cottages, would, in
my opinion, tend to promote morality, health, and
happiness in the country.

I have the honour to be
Your most obedient servant,
Wi Owex.

4, Mr, C. Bishop,landowner und Clerk of the Peace
for Carmarthenshire, speaking of the county generally,
8nys t—

“The cultivation is much varied. In parts tillage
prevails; but on the whole the largest portion is
pasture for sheep and young cattle.

“T'he sons of labourers and small farmers generally
go out to farm service at 13 or 14, according to their
age and strength, and reside with their employers ail
the year round.

“ @irls also go out to service generally at 13 or 14,
when they become dairymaids, and in the smaller
farms they, at sced and harvest times, assist in the
cultivation of the land.

« Except in harvest timeand the onk barking season
women are not much employed. They, however,
assist in hoeing potatoes, turnips, &e., where they are
grown,

“T am not aware that any ovil results, at all events
in this county, arise from the cmployment of either
boys or girls on the land; but on the contrary, I
think that generally speaking when taken to a farm
thoy get better fed, and so bonefit by being employed
on a farm as early as they can be useful, and a limit,
unless education be compulsory, would be injurious.”

“T should say also that as regards this county o
limit in the case of females would also be injurious.
‘There nre none of the evils, &e., of hop picking, &e.,
in this county, If it bo considered necessary that all
should be eduented to a certain extent, then of course
a limit must be placed.”

Schools.

“In most parts of the county, except in remote
localities, there are either National or British schools
within reach, and the labouring elass is not indisposed
to take advantage of them ; still, when the children
are nble to undertake employment, and can obtain it,

.
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the parenis will not lose the chance for the sake of Pembroke aad

schooling.”
Cottages.

*The condition of the old cottages and tho smaller
farmhouses is not conducive to health. They are
sinall and badly ventiluted, but o great desire for
improved dwellings prevails, and at present a better
class of cottage and small farmhouse is being bailt.
Of course where the family is large the cottage will
be overcrowded ; but in this county the dwellings are
scattered, and no great evil results,”

Cottage Gardens.

‘“ Most cottages, especially in the country, and
indeed in the smaller towns and villages, have gardens
attached to them, but 1 do not think that the allot-
ment system of gardens prevails.”

Labourers and small Farmers.

% In my opinion the labourer with constant work
is better ofl, and enabled to command more of the
necessary comforts of life than the small farmer who
pays from 10/ to 201 a year for rent, and who lives
harder than the inmates of the workhouse.”

5. Children of small farmers in Pembrokeshire by
Mr. H, P. Goode, land agent, &c. :—

The farmers generally do not employ children
under 14 or 15 years of age; when they do, their
work is attending to cattle and sheep and light farm
work generally.

The smaller farms, whose tenants occupy from 5 to
100 aceres, of which there are a great number in this
country, employ their own children, both boys and
girls, at & very early age to look after their cows,
watch over their crops to keep off birds, watch their
bees, and the little girls do the house work, whilst
ther parents are employed in the fields. They are
generally a very industrious race; und when the
girls and boys come up to 14, 15, or 16 years they go
to service, some to farms, others to families. Girls
as nursemaids, under housemaids, and maids of all
work to small establishments; they carry with them
their industrious habits, and in good considerate
families they make first rate servants.

T'he children of labourers are not generally half so
useful, they spend their early years up to 10 very
idly and acquire slothful habits, and ave drafted off
as soon as work can be got for them; they do not
make such useful servants as the others, and often
prove very worthless and deceitful, which can only
be nccounted for by their carly training,

The children of the small farmers have to tise
carly, do & morning’s work before schoul hours, und
often return and assist their parents about the farm
work.

6. Mr. J. .. Phillips, owner, oceupier, and chair-
man of the Carmarthen Board of Guardinns, answer-
ing for the union, suys :—

“The cultivation is chicfly coru and grass, very
few green crops are grown: this will explain why
children are so little in demand at an early age ; at
harvest time small children give a little help, but
they have no work to task their strength, or requiring
gkill, or contirious exertion,

“ Boys arc employed from about 12 years of age;
when of that age they go fo service for one year
certain at low wages, and are boarded and lodged at
the farmer’s expense.

“ Qirls ave employed as under dairymaids and in
the general working on a farm, and the nature of
their employment dopends on the kind of farming
practised; if green crops are cultivated, besides attend-
ing to tho dairy, girls go out to weed turnips, hay-
making, corn harvesting, &c.

“ JFomen do all the work neeessary upon a farm
in common with the men, except ploughing, carting,
spading, and hard work on a farm geunerally consi-
dered too heavy and laborioas for females.”

N+
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Hours of Work.

« Labourers generally work from 6 aum. to 6 p.m.

“1lired men generally work from 6 a.m. to 7 or
8 pan. .

“Women get up at § am. to milk, &c., and con-
tinue till about bedtime (9 o’clock) to serve in the
general duties expected on a small farm,

¢« really do not think any restriction whatever is
necessary as to the employment of children in farm
labour.”

Schools.

“We have almost in every parish National schools
under the control of the clergyman, or in connexion
with the chapels of dissenters. Generally advantage
is taken of the meauns of instruction. Where three
or four children of the same poor parents go to school
sometimes, 2d. or 3d. ahead 1s felt a heavy charge on
<mall wages. No shoes or no clothes fit to go to school
in is often the excuse to keep children at home.”

Cottages.

“'The condition of the cottages is very bad gene-
rally ¢ they are gencrally suiliciently nummerous where
furmers will give winter labour to men, but the prac-
tice is to hire young men by the year, and when they
marry they lenve the neighbourhood and go to the
mining districts.”

Guardens and Potato Ground.

“Most of the cottages have small gurdens, and in
addition it is very common for labourers to have
potato ground where they work, or to give work in
harvest in return for potato ground, the Iubourer
finding the potuto seed only and weeding the ground.”

Rate of IVages and Feeding.,

“ Mew's wages vary according to the loeality ; when
near & town, or in coal, lime, or manufacturing dis-
tricts, wages aroe higher, from 12s. to 15s. o weok ;
9s. in the more rural parts, or Is, a day and food.

“ IVomen carn 6d., 8d., nand 9d. a day, working
from 8 aam. to G p.m.  In harvest timo they make
10d., 1s.,, and ls. 2d. a day. Men and women live
alike when on the farmer's finding.

“ Breakfast, a ¢ broth” made of water, ontmeal, and
potatoes, and n picee of bacon or roof beel, or milk
and  wash-brew, or coffee and bread and butter.
Dinner, “ the broth;’ tea seldom ; supper, ¢ the broth.
When on theiv own keep they have tho three first
meals, tea or coffee, nnd for supper, the broth.”

Luaspovery UNioN,

Population, 14,775 - Acreage, 154,572,

7. Mr. (i, Jones, landowner and occupier, and Vice-
chairman of Board of Guardians, amswering for the
union, says —

“ Boys are employed, from 12 years old, chiefly in
gpring and summer,

“ (7irls ave seldom employed, except us nurses,

“The employment of women is very limited, except
in harvest and the barking season.

¢ I¥omen work from 9 till 6.

“1t is decidedly not desirable to place restrictions
on youthful labour,”

Schools
“In e\'m?’ parish thero is a school, in many two or

three, of which the labouring cluss are alwnys ready
to avail themselves,”

State of Cottagces.

“Very deficient in accommodation with reference
to the scparation of the sexes, otherwise they nre
very comfortable, especially the old-fashioned oues,
Most of them have large gardens.”
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Wages and Mode of Hiring,

« Labourers reccive from 10s. fo 125, o week if
employed all the year round, but during havvest the
wages are much higher. TFarmers generaliy hire
servants by the year, paying, with keep, from 141 to
201, when they can afford to keep servants, but the
holdings arc so small such is not generally the case,
and labourers receiving 10s. & week are far better off
than tenants paying up to 201, a year rent.”

Character of Farm Scrvants.

8. Copy of letter addressed “ to the Freelolders and
¢ "Lenant Fuarmers of the County of Carmarthen,” by
Sir J. J. Hamilton, Bart., and Mr. . R. H. Porell,
landowners.

“You are all, doubtless, aware that at the late
Aunual General Meeting of the Agricultural Society
of this county the present condition of our farm
servants excited considerable interest. The subject
has subsequently oceupied anxious attention, and we
ave of opinion that without your kind and influential
aid all their endeavours to effect an improvement will
be wnavailing.  We carnestly, therefore, invoke your
cordinl co-operation in accomplishing the object which
we have so much at heart, and we cherish the hope
that it will not bo withheld. We would suggest that
you should all unite in a fixed determination not to
engage into your service any candidate for employ-
ment who caunot produce n boné fide written cha-
racter from the situation in which he or she has Iast
lived, and we would enjoin the greatest circumspection
in grauting such certificate. A form somewhat
similar  to the following might bLeneficially be
adopted :—

“¢A. B. has been in my employ as a servant in
¢ husbandry for —— years (or months). I
¢ believe him, or her, to bo honest, sober, cleanly,
¢ nnd industrious, and (in the case of = femnle) I have
¢ reason to believe that her moral conduct has been
¢ irreproachable.’

“The attempt, however, to ameliorate the condi-
tion of our farm servants would be sltogether hope-
less did not you, frecholders and tensant farmers, adopt
such meunsures in your mspective households as may
tend to restrain among the yonng people in your em-
ploy those habits of free and irregular intercourse to
which, at present, much unnecessary licence is given
in farm houses, and which only produce their natural
results in the unhappy cases which are so frequently
brought before the magistrates of the county nt their
Petty Sessional Meotings, We are induced to bring
this subject under your consideration from our con-
vietion that you recognize no obligation more impe-
rative than the endeavour by every means in your
powoer to improve nnd clovate the moral and social
condition of those over whom you can exercise a
control.”

9. ExTiacr from an Article in the Welshman News-
paper, written in anticipation of an interview
hetween the Assistant Commissioner and Car-
murthen Bonrd of Guardinnas,

« Lducation is not yet what we should like, and
what we hopo to see it.  The cottnge nccommodation
is in many parts of the country of the most wretehed
deseription.  Much has been said and written on boih
theso questions, but what means the commissioners
may recommend to improve either the one or the
other we havo at present no conception.  There was
a time when the owners and cultivators of the land
considered that to educate the children of the poor
was to unfit them for the station in life in which their
Creator had placed them. Now, without entering
into tho question whether the Creator did or did not
intend a person to occupy this or that particular
position, we may at once congratulate the country
upon tho great chango of opinion that has taken placo



IN AGRICULTURE (1867) COMMISSION :—EVIDENCE,

respecting the education of the people, particularly
the children of the poor. That this has not been
without its eftect upon the labour market, in agricul-
tural districts, must be admitted. As soon as a boy
receives a moderato amount of education, he begins to
feel, like his first pavent, dissatisfied with his position.
He feels that he is fitted for different circumstances
to those by which he had been surrounded in his
childhood. No doubt numbers of labourers have in
that way been lost to the agriculturist ; but as civili-
zation advances the ingenuity of man steps in, and
thus manual labour has been very largely superseded
by machinery. Where machinery has been adopted
the farmer, as a rule finds himself in a better position
than he waus before ; and as he now requires intelli-
gent skilled labourers, he has becomo the friend and
promoter of education. ‘To increase the number of
publie schools in the country, and to induce—perhaps
to compel—parents to send their children to them,
will, we expect, be the work of the legislature at no
distant period. With regard to cottage accommoda-
tion, it is not only deficient in many places, but of the
most wretched description.  There was, until o fow
years ngo, something to be gained by sending the
Iabourer to reside out of tho parish in which he was
employed; and few cottages were for that renson
erected on the farms ; but though the cause which
led to this state of things has been removed, the evil
still remains. Lo whom are we to look for a remedy ?
Hitherto it has been & question between landlord and
tenant, and we &tilt doubt the ability of the Govern-
ment to deal with it arbitrarily, The effect of im-
proved dwellings ou the morale of the people would
be something considerable. It would give such an
impetus to cducation as we at present have little
conception of ; for many a labourer’s cottage, now the
home of misery, by being converted into a place of
comfort, would become a night school for the young.
But we will not anticipate the discussion of these
points at the néext meeting of the guardians, to which
we look with much interest.”

LPauperism,

10. The following passnge, which occurs in an article
published in the Felshman Newspaper on the 4th of
September 1869, tends to show, that the same nction
which I pointed out to you in my Report on Oxford-
shire nud Berks, is going on in South Wales to the
increase of pauperism :—

% Underlying, however, all those minor difficulties
in the way of controlling the expenditure of the union,
there is one which is apparently inseparable from the
system gonerally, and one for which we feel great
diffidence in suggesting a remedy. Bvery step in the
rvecout legislation on this subject has been made in
the direction of spreading the cost of maintaining the
poor over the whole surface of the union; and
perhaps, all considered, the steps takon have been in
the right direction. Still, however, an abuse has
sprung up, the remedy for which can only be found
in the good sense of the guardians, As long as each
individual parish felt the burden of maintaining its
own poor, there existed a strong inducement for the
guardians to sco that the relief of individual paupers
was not excessive.  Now, however, since the relief of
the individual is borne by the union generally, the
fact that the aggregato of tho expense to the union is
increased is lost sight of in the desire of many good-
natured and easy-going gunvdians to seo that their
own poor aro tenderly, we were going to say too
tenderly, cared for. ‘Tho result has been that many
persons figure as paupers, who, under the old system,
would not have been paupers at all, and that the
measure of relief dealt out in other cases has been
in excess of what it would have been hud the ease
been otherwise. There is in the minds of many
guardians & feeling somewhat akin to that spoken of
by Sydney Smith when desceribing o sort of pseudo-
benevolence which led tho person uffected by-it never
‘to sec n caso of distress without wishing that some-

24838,
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body clso would relieve it, tho somebody clse in this Pembroke and

case being vepresented by the union at large. It is
difficult to counteract this tendency, and we almost
fear it can only Lo done by the appointment of a sort
of supervisor of the relief list, who would have no
local sympathies to sway him in the pursuit of his
duty. The appointment of a new salaried officer is
one that we suggest with diffidence in the face of the
rapidly increasing expenditure of the union, but
Jjudiciously made we are far from thinking that it
would not be a saving to the pockets of the rate-
payors.

TeNBY.

11, Evidence of @ guarryman working in a limestone
quarry near ‘Tenby.

“We work by the piece, and get 1s. o ton for the
lime when burnt ; it takes about 1} tons of stone to
make a ton of burnt lime. We find our own tools and
powder and can-clear about 1&s. a week., All the
quarrymen are from the English part of Wales, The
Welsh don't understand the work and cannot make &
living at it.”

(Note.—There are a large number of men em-
ployed at the lime quarries in the neighbourhood of
Tenby, natives of the English or Flemish quarter,
and these men appeaved to the Assistant Commissioner
to be a fine class of workmen.)

REsOLUTIONS OF BOARDS 0r GUARDIANS,
12, NarbeT UNION.
Population, 21,344 - Acrcage, 124,903,

At a meeting of the Board of Guardiuns for
Narbeih Union, held on the 19th of July 1869, in
nuswer to n questlon put to the Board by Mr, George
Culley, it was unanimously resolved as follows :—

“That there is no need of restricting the labour of
children employed in agriculture in this union, inas-
much a3 children under 13 years of age are very
littlo employed ; any pressure necessary for the sake
of education should be put direetly on the parents,
amongst whom however there is a growing apprecia-
tion of the benefit of educating their children.”

The following is the rule of the Board as to the age
at which relief to the children of widows ceases :—

“ That all widows requiring relicf be allowed one
shilling wecekly for each child until they attain the
age of 13 years, provided they are kept at school,”

HaverrorpwesT UNION,
Population, 37,343 - Acrenge, 170,861,

13, Axswens given by the Board of Guardians for
Haverfordwest Union to the questions proposed
by the Assistant Commissioner at a meeting held
on the 28th of July 1869,

1. s to Employment of Boys in Farm Labour.

Boys are not employed in this union under 12 years
of age, except for short intervals, any child up
to 12 years of age might attend school for eight
months in the year.

Children receiving parochial relief are allowed
such relief and payment for schooling up to 14
years of age. Tho Board allowed 477, in
payment for such schooling, during last year
(1868).

2. As to the Employment of Girls.
Girls are employed about the same age as boys and
in the same manner, though not so extensively.
3. As to the Employment of TWomen,

Adult women (chicfly married) are employed in all
kinds of farm work.

4, Lobourers ave gencrally near their work, cot-
tagesheing let with the farms,

0
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Pembroke and 5. T%he hours of work are,

Carmarthen.  For men, 6 am. to 6 pan. with 1} hours for
o meals.
Mr. Culley: g0 wwomen, 8 am. to 6 pm., with one hour for
A dinner.
- Horses work from 7 am. till 12 noon, and 2 p.m. to
0. 6 pom.

6. No legislative restrictions as to the age at which
children should be permitted to work are needed.

7. The provision of schools throughout the union
is good ; the neglect of education arises from the
indifference of the parents.

8. The condition of cottages is generally bad ; our
agricultural labouring class are diminishing in
number.

9. All cottages have gardens.

10. Wages.

Some labourers are boarded by the farmers, others
board themselves and are allowed potato land,
the leadage of coal, &. The whole value of o
man’s earnings, including all perquisites, will
average 12s. a week for the year.

Caryarrex UNioN.
Population, 36,675 - Acreage, 172,546.

14, Axswens given by the Carmarthen Board of
Guardians to questions proposed by the Assistant
Commissioner at a meeting held on the 31st of
July 1869.

1. 4s to the Employment of Boys.

Boys begin to be employed at about 12 years of
sge.

2. ds to the Employment of Girls.

Girls are employed in light farm work in some
parishes of the union from about 12 years of
age.

8. As to the Employment of TWomen,

On arable farms women (ususlly married) are
employed in all light farm work, but female
employment is move generally confined to harvest
and hay time.

4. Labourers have no cxtreme distances to go to
their work.
8. The hours of work ave for men from 6 to 6, with

11 hours for meals ; for women, from 8 to 6, with
one hour for dinner,

6. s to restricting the age at whick children
should be permitted to work,

It is not desirable that children should be employed
under 12 years of age, but no legislative restric-
tion is necessary in this union,

7. As to Provision of Schools, §c.

Schools are provided in nlmost every parish of the
union. The parents generally take advantage of
the schouls, where (as is usually the case) theve
is no difliculty on the score of religious teaching,

8. Condition of Cottages.

The cottages in the union are as n rule dad.
9, All cottages have gardens.

10, Pages.

The average earnings for 12 months at the com-
mand of an able-bodied labourer amount to about
12s. o week.

For men who reccive their food, wages vary from
6s. o week and food, to 7s. 6d. and food, 1s. o
day aud food being the most usual pay, Wages
vary considerably in this union,
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LiLANDOVERY UNION.

15. Axswers given by the Board of Guardians for
Llandovery Union to questions proposed to
them by the. Assistant Commissioners, July 24th
1869.

“Except on hill farms looking after cattle or
sheep, boys are not usually employed in farm labour
in this union till they are 11 or 12 years-of age.

“ Girls are very little employed in farm labour, and
never under 12 years of age.

“ Women are not much employed except in hay and
corn harvest; they are much less employed now than
formerly.

“The hours of work for men are from 6 to 6 with
1} hours for meals. Where women are employed
they work from 9 tili 6 with one hour for dinner.
Hired servants (male) who form the majority of farm
labourers in this union have jrregular hours,

“There is no need .in this union to place any re-
striction on the age at which children should be
permitted to work on the land, as their employment
does not interfere at all with their school attendance
up to 10 years of age and very little up to 12,

“'There is no parish in the union without a school ;
all who can (and most purents can) send their children
to school.

“Cottages have been greatly improved of late
years; the old cottages and old farm-houses ave
deficient in accommodation, but they are fast disap-

ring.

“Every cottage in the union has a gatden,

“The farm labourers who find thu.selves are a
small class ; including all allowances their avernge
carnings for 12 months would be about 125, a week.

“Where men (which is not common in this union)
get so much a week and their food, living in their
own cottage, the wages usually are 7s. a week with
food and a cottage rent frec,

“Most of the farm servants arve lodged and boarded
on the farm premises, and an able-bodied man will
command from 12/, to 181 as wages.

“Nearly all cottages keep pigs and many rent a
little ficld and keep o cow.

A lnbourer with 10s. a week is better off than a
small farmer paying a rent of say 201 a- year,” *

Mgzoicar, EvIDENCE.

16. EvioENce given by Mr, T. G. Bush, Surgeon,
Medieal Officer of Narbeth Union.

1. Ts any physical injury douo by the way in which
boys and.girls are employed in farm labour ?

None; bewanse as a rule they are not employed
in heavy work, so that there is no taxing of tho
strength beyond the physical capability of the child.
My experience for the last25 years, especially with
union childven, in that if they are not sent out by the
age of 13 they do not take so readily to work and are
apt to come back to the workhouse.

2. What is tho state of henlth of the agricultural
Inbouring class ?

In this distriet it is very good,

8. Is the change of food gradually tking place for
good or for evil ?

Most decidedly for good; I find that since the
potatoe and porridge diet (which was up-to the time
of the outbreak of the potatoe disensg the prevalent
food of the agricultum? labourer and -cottager) has
been to a great extent abandonéd and replaced by
bread, butter, and cheese ; that the labourer is more
able to resist the influchees of wenther, and when he
is_struck down by disense there is a far greatér
rallying power in the constitution than formerly, so

* These were given. as the answers of the.Board after dis-
cussing each of .the questions:proposed by the Assistant Come
missioner,
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that he is able soon to resume work. It may also be
added that the board of guardians now give a larger
amount of relief to the sick poor than was formerly
the case,

4, Ts the state of cottages such as to injure health ?

There is a decided improvement in cottages within
the last few years; some will always be found un-
healthy, as much owing to tbe habits of the inmates
as to the construction of the buildings,

17. Mr. Jokn Hughes, surgeon, &c., Carmarthen,
says, “Children are not generally employed before
about 12 years of age, the girls chiefly in housework.
Women are not employed to any great extent except
in harvest time,

“I do not believe that cither boys or girls are
overworked.”

18. Mr. D. Lloyd, surgeon and medical officer of
Carmarthen Union, says, © I visit three parishes of the
union. Thero is nothing injurious physically to the
children of the agricultural labouring cluss in the
manner of their employment.

“The agricultural lnabourers are as a class much
more provident than town labourers. It would be
a great benefit to this district if we could get
the labourers to join provident socicties more than
they do.”

19. Evipexce of Mr. William Philipps, Relicving
Officer; Narbeth Union,

« The condition of the Inbouring class is much im-
proved since my recollection hoth as to wages and
position. The ususl rate of wages for agricultural
Inbourers about 25 yecars ago was from 3s. to 4s.
weekly and their food ; there were some privileges in
addition, such as manure for setting potatoes and em-
ployment for the wives and any of the children who
were able during haymaking and harvest, but in
those duys the children were badly clad and if sickness
camo to the house the family were some time before
recovering, Barley bread and potatoes were their
chief food and schooling was little thought of. I
believe the turning point in the labourer's advanced
condition was about the making of the South Wales
railway, the demand for labour and the offer of more
wages induced many to accept the opportunity, and a
Iarge number of agricultural labourers were employed
on the line. On. the completion of the railway great
advantages were opened for labourers to visit the
conl mines in the counties of Glnmorgan and Mon-
mouth which they could formerly vnly reach on foot.
Some return occasionally to their native homes, whilo
large numbers with their families settle on the hills
and some cmigrate to America and the. colonies,
Under these circumstances the present -condition of
the working class is- much .superior to what it was.
Tho usual rate of wages are now 6s, per week and
food and from 9s to 12s. on their own finding :
wheat bread is riow zlmost: universally uséd, but the
present high price of butcher’s neat is rather beyond
their means.. Applicatiotis for relief by tho able-
bodied without being .afilicted by sickuess-are very
rare in thesé days, and under these: circumstances,
together with privileges of. cducating their children
at a small charge, the present general condition of
the labourer is much improved.”

Cottages.

“Tho major part of the cottages of the.labouring
class are wholly unfit either for comfort or morality,
being much too small and not having proper partitions
g0 as to make them convenient and- decent. The
damp mud floors must be far from conducive to
health especially in the winter season. In many
small parishes cottages were discontinued for the
purpose of preventing parties becoming chargedblé to
tho-poor rates ; this evil has now Leen remedied by
tho Union Chargeability Act. At present thére uid
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not sufficient dwellings for labourers.
estates have few cottages, and those that have fallen
into decay are seldom or ever replaced,”

Health of District.

““The general health of the district is good, and I
believe the rate of mortality is as small as any district
in Wales,”

Bastardy.

“The rate of bastardy is, I believe, on the decrease 3
and the cause of its being at the present rate is from
the great levity allowed to farm servants in spending
nights together courting, not always from love or
affection, but usuaily from an old foolish custom of
the country, and from which evil results are often
produced ; but since the improvement in the bastardy
laws marriage is more often tho result of courting.

“Benefit societies have in this locality been the
causc of greatly assisting the poor rates, and also tho
independent position of the working. man; but the
great failure in those socicties, and which is now
growing, is the want of proper management—tables
for different ages on entrance,—as well as to direct in
what manner a safe and certain sum weekly could be
paid, according to the amount of contribution received,
aro greatly wanted. There is at present no provision
for old age, and when members from age continue on
half pay (of which there very often are many) then
commences the downfall of the society, as the income
is not sufficient to meet the demand. There is also
another reason for the breaking up of societies, and
that is the division of purt of the tapital; although
this is illegal, yet unless the power is taken from
those locally concerned in the matter, there will
never be suflicient guard against its continuance, as
n fow zealous members would hardly fight against the
major part of the wmembers, who are generally in
favour of a division,”

Employment of Labour on Farms.

“TFarms are usually let by the year, and in some
cases agreements are so stringent that the tenant
finds it an impossibility to sign, and therefore is
obliged to lenve the farm. Under these circumstances
there is no encouragement to farmers to lay out
capital and employ lnbour 3 and this, I think, is the
chicf reason why our labourers are driven to seck
their living elsewhere. If farms were properly culti-
vated, and fair remunerative inducements given to
farmers to improve the land, I feel certain that the
present supply of agricultural labourers would be
found to be wholly insuflicient.”

Lmployment of Fomen.

“Tho field labour in which women are generally
employed is haymaking, harvest, and turnips ; and I
find invariably the most willing to work in assisting
their husband to maintain their families ave the best
and most thrifty housewives,”

20, Mr, W, J. Rowe, relieving officer, Narberth
Union.—My district is partly Welsh and partly Flemish
or English.  The Inbourers’ cottages are generally bad ;
built of mud or stone and thatched, with mud floors,
Each cottago has a pigsty, and most of the cottagers
keep pigs. The cottages are generally let with the
farms, and sublet by the farmers,

In the agricultural part of my district the wages of
labourers are 6s. a week and meat, or from 9s. to 10s.
without meat. The man with 6s. and his meat is
the best off of the two. In the colliery part of my
district the wages are higher, but cottages are dearer,
Rents are about 42s. a year in the agricultural dis-
trict, and 70s. in the cullicry. Our labowrers are
much botter off than they used to be,

21, Mr. J. Griffith, relicving officer, Welsh district
of Narbeth Union, says :—
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«The cottages in my district have generally two
rooms on the ground floor. The floors are usually
mud. ' .

«Rents seldom exceed 2L ; some pay as little
as 1L

“ Some parents send their children to school, some
do not. I think the major part of the children are
not at school.”

IlaveErrorpwEST UxION,

22, Evidence of Mr. J. Jokn Johnston, relieving
ofticer, Milford district :.—

“The cottages are bad in my district, and many
have tumbled down. There is much less manual
labour in the country than there used to be, and the
men go off to the works or emigrate; they can get
20s. & week in fhe mines.

“Farms run from 20 to 300 acres. Unless a 20-
acro farmer works for other people he is not so well
off ns a regular labourer.

“ These 20-acre farms in my district are generally
poor land, and pay about 10s. an acre rent.  Unless o
man with 40 acres of such land has something else to
do he isn’t better off than a labourer.

“ There is only one parish in my district without n
school.”

23. Evidence of Mr. D. J. Vaughan, relieving
officer, Fishguard district :—

“The cottages in my district are very poor. Farm
Inbourers get their victuals and 8s. or Gs. o week.
Their wages are worth about 10s. & weck in the
country, and 12s, a week in Fishguard.

“Wages have risen very much of late years, but
the young men leave the district a good deal; such
men are very scarce. Mine is the poorest district of
the union. There are 11 schools in my distriet, for
20 parishes ; fivo of these schools are in two parishes,
and there are thercfore 12 parishes without schools,
These parishes sre :—

—_— Population, Acreage.
Costlebythe - - - 227 2,537
Ieory's Moat - - - 287 3,166
Jordanston - - - 131 1,876
Llanllawer - - - 117 1,202
Lanstinan - - - 174 1,579
Lanvair-nant-y-Gof - - 245 2,597
Lanychaer - - - 194 2,053
Manorowen - - - 186 1,263
Morvil - - - - 125 2,551
Neweastle, Little - - 354 2,712
St. Nicholas - - - 284 2,141
Yontfaen - - - 32 695
Walton, East - - 223 1,893

(Note.—I have added the population and ncreage
of these parishes, the names of which wero given
by Mr. Vaughan,—G. C.)”

24, Evidence of Mr. I, Evans, relicving officer, St.
David’s district :—

“ Wages are the same in my district as in the rest
of the union. In four out of 14 parishes in my dis-
trict there are no schools ; but they are small parishes
(St. Edrins, $t. Blvis, St. Lawrence, and Clanvythan),
and there are plenty of schools in the district. I
should think wages have trebled in my distriet during
the last 20 years,”

(The population of the four parishes named by Mr.
Lvans are, St. Edrins 118, St. Elvis 33, St. Lawrence
205, and Llanrythan 188.—G. C.)

25. Mr. J. Lloyd, relieving officer, Carmarthen
Union, says, “ The faris'in my district are usually
small, especially in Abernant and Trelench, )

*Many farmers would hire by the year two lads
and a boy (the lads 17 to 18; and the hoy 12 or 13
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years old). Boys don’t get wages much before they
are 12 or 13 ; they getfood-andold clethds, Lads:of
17 or 18, hired by the year,weuld have their bed and
meat, but not washing, and from 7/ to 9/. a yemr; A
man hired by the year would have 12l to 134 and
his board (the wages 15 years ago for such a man
would have been 61.).

“ Able-bedied men go off to the works: in Gla-
morganshire, and leave the old men 'and lads to do
the work here ; that is the cause of our poors’ rato
increasing.

“A boy from 12 to 13 would get 50s. to 37 and
his meat. Such a boy, with the hired men, would
usunlly sleep over the stables in a loft on clothes
spread on clean straw in the body of u cart.

“We have farms of 12 to 15 ncres, where the
farmers family does the work of the farm. There
are several places about Treleach where the farms
have been divided into these small holdings for the
sako of getting more rent. As a rule the Iabourers'
cottages are of one story, with two low rooms on the
ground floor, and a loft where the children sleep.
The tloor of the loft is made of wattle, like a wattled
hurdie. The rvooms ave very ill-ventilated, and the
beds are close box beds.

“The wages of farm labourers who are not hired
into the house are Gs. a week and their food, For
about o fortnight at cach time in haytime and harvest
they get 9s. a week and their food.

“In cutting hay in hot weather the farmers give
weak beer and -coffee twice a day ; the beer is very
poor, with & good deal of treacle. The dinner in
harvest is milk and flumwery (lummery is made of
ontmeal) with cheese and butter. At 6 or 7 o'clock
they have bacon, potatoes, and cabbage, done in a
pot, and rice pudding.

“Very few labourers in my district find their own
food. 1 hardly know their wages.

“Those farmers get the best men who feed them
best. Some give n pennyworth of tobaceo or a penny
to the men, and o candle to the women each night in
harvest. .

“Girls do milking and light farm work in my
distriet.

“A dnirymaid, having charge of the ddiry has
about G/, wages ; but the farmer’s wife genernlly does
the work of a dairywoman,

“ A second maid, say a girl of 16, would get 4/,

In haytime o labourer’s wife gets 6d.u day and
food, and in corn harvest 1s. o dny and food.

%The farms are larger in the lower district towards
Langharne (i.e. towards the coust), and wages are
higher.

“ Mine is tho poorest district in the union, but my
relief is the lowest of the lot.”

.26, Mr. John Jones, relieving officer, Carmarthen
Union, says,—*The wages are rather better in- my
district than in some parts of the union, wa are rather
nearur the collieries, though colliers’ wages are not
fo good as they were,

¢ An able.-bodied man going to the collierics ean
command 12s, a week and may get 15s,

“Farm lanourers have Gs.a week and their food
in winter, and 12s, a week and food for nbout two
months in summer. These men live in their own
cottages and pay from'2Z, to 8/, for their cottage and
garden.

" “Tho lnbourers on the south-cast of Towy live
rather better than those on the other side.

“ Women do light farm work, but labourers' wives
do not work out much, except in harvest when they
get from 10d; to 1s. u day and their-food.

“The cottages in my district ave-generally bad,
they usually have two rooms (sometimes one) on the
ground floor, with nothing- but the open roof -over
them, they nre generally built of'stone and thatched.”

27, Mr, J. Thomas, relioving_officer, Carmarthon
Union, says - . .

“ Labourers’ cottages in my district are rather
indifferent ; thoy arve small, with two rooms and no
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upper story, except in a fow cases of new ones. A
good denliof arable land has been lnid‘down to- grass
in my district on.account of the grent rise in-the price
of butter and:milk,.and the Jabour has beenreduced.
.«Too fow labourers are employed in-most farms;
nothing.pays better than employing plenty of:labour.
«Men who keep themselves don’t average moro
than 9s. & week wages, Those: that ave fed by the
farmer and sleep at home, average Gs. & week.
“«Women working 10 hours a day, from 6 aun. to
6 p.m., commonly get 6d4. a day and their food 3 if
they get no food they get 1s. a duy. . .
«If a farmer hires three men and lads into his
houso they would get, say,—
« 13t plougliman, 16/, wages.
«2nd ploughman, abeut 18 year's old, 12 wages,
«8rd ploughman, about 16 years' old, 64 to 71
wages. )
¢ In this- union we give relief to children up to
13 years, and most labourers’ children remain at
school till they are over 10, and are better educated
than farmers’ children were a few yeara ago, or indeed
are.now.”

28. Mr. Daniel Williams, velieving officer, Llan-
dovery Union, says :—

« The average wage of the union, taking the year
throughout, for mén, finding themselves and paying
rent for their cottages, is 13s. a week,
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“J think our labourers are better off than small Pénbroke and:

farmers, say, than farmers paying 20L & year rent,
and they educate their children better. The children
of small farmers are often sent to work before they
are fit for it.

“The union is well supplied with schools. There
are often two schools doing what one might do;
a state of things arising from religious differences.

“It is very difficult to get occasional labourers
now ; we have to pay 2s. 6d. to 3s. a day. Labourers
are much better off than they used to be, simply
because the labour market has been thinned by men
going off to the works and emigrating to America.

“In one parish alone there arc 40 cottages less
than when I first remember it.

“The cottages are usually let with the farms, and
there is no inclination on the part of the farmers to
take advantage of this.

“Very few of our farmers keep Iabourers (who are
not yearly hired men) throughout the year, such men
work first for one farmer and then for another.

“ Hired male servants who are good men get from
154 to 18L a year.

“Lads from 18 to 20 get from 121, to 147

“Boys of about 12 are employed in summer mind-
ing cattle and are at school.in winter.

“Hired scrvants when they marry generally
emigrate.”

APPENDIX B.

PARISH EVIDENCE.

Pessroke UNION.

CAREW.
Population, 993 -  Acreage, 5,636,
Cultivation mixed.

29, The Rev. John Phelps, vicar, says :—

“ Young persons under 18 years of age are em-
ployed all the year in agriculture,

% Children are employed from March to October.

¢ Girls under 18 are hired from Michaelmas to
Michaclmns, board and lodge in the farmhouse,
milk the cows, and work at the usual work of the
farm; in the fields in spring, summer and autumn,

“ Ald the women who are not nursing infants aro
employed in field work.”

Distance Labourers go to work,

“The women go to work some within a mile and
somo within two miles.”

Hours of Work,

“ Women and girls who live at home in their own
cottages go out to work from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m,”

Restrictions as to Age of Employment.
“Parents who have large families are glad to eke

out their own maintenanco -by the small earnings of
their children,”

As to Restrictions in Labour for the Sake of
Education,

¢ Children ought to bo kept at school until they ave
11 years of age. If parents will not send their
children to school, the children had better be em-
ployed at work than permitted to remain at home
in idleness and dirt.”

Schools.

4All the children may attend schaol by paying
one penny weckly, but parents keop their children
fiom school and offer any trivial excuse for doing so.”
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Cottages.

“The cottages have gardens. If the cottages had
more space and accommodation ihe occupiers would
try to take lodgers.”

StackroLE EripoR,
Population, 273 - Acreage, 2,845.

80. Mr. A, Trotter, bailiff to the Earl of Cawdor,
snys, “ Tho cultivation iz .ixed in four <ourse
husbandry.

« Bays are employed from about 1.2 years of age,
chiefly in spring and summer,

“ Grirls are employed about the sameo age as boys
in turnip hoeing and haymaking,

% JPomen are employed in hay and corn harvest,
and in pulling turnips, &e. in winter.

“Men work for 9 hours ; women for 8.

 Boys should not be allowed to work till they are
about 12 years old.

“ There aro good schools in the neighbourhood and
they are fully taken advantago of.

“The cottuges generally are in a very bad stato of
repair; but in the property of the Earl of Cawdor
they have been very much improved of late.

“The cottagers have all good gardens and gene-
rally 1 cwt. of potatocs planted in their employer’s
field as well.”

Wages, §e.

“Labourers’ wages in the TIundred of Castlemartin
or South Pembrokashire, including all earnings, will
averago 14s, per week.

“They have all free houses and gardens, ave
allowed to keep n pig and some of them a cow.
They have I cwt. of potatoes planted for them, fuel
hauled for them, and they get the grain they use for
bread at a reduced rate.”

Food.

“Their food chiefly consists of barley meal made
into bread, sometimes mixed with flowr, They gene-
rally have for breakfast cold tea and bread, and for

03

Carmarthen.

Mr. Culley.
A.

o.

B.



Pembroke ard
Carmarthen.

Mr. Culley,
B.

0.

110

dinver generally the same thing ; for supper, bacon
and potatoes.

«There is a great difference between the Welsh
and southern Scotch lubourers.

“The Welsh labourer is not so trustworthy as the
Scotch, he is less punctual and more careless, and
shows a great want f interest when doing anything
for his employer and a doublo portion in anything
affecting himself. He is physically inferior to the
Scotchman, as the food he uses is not calculuted to
promote muscular development.”

HAVERFORDWEST UNION,
Dare,
Population, 463 - Acreage, 1,709.
Cultivation mixed.

31. Mr. J. A. P. L. Philipps, landowner, and occu-
pier, and chairman of Haverfordwest Board of Guar-
dians, says, “Neither doys nor girls arc employed in
farm labour under 14 years of age.

“ Women, married and single, ave employed in hay
and corn harvests, turnip hoeing, and iun the barn in
winter.

“TLabourers reside generally on the farms on
which they work or in the village close adjoining.

“ Women's hours of work are from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
with one howr for dinner at noon.

¢« No restriction is necessary on the age at which

children should be permitted to work on-the-land™ —--

Schools.

“We are to have ono of Madam Bevan's masters
at Michaelmas ; at present there is no school.

« Cottages are mot good except thoso recently
built; they are sufficient in number for the labour
required. 'Chey have plenty of water; the ventila-"
tion is bad.

¢« All the cottages have gardens.”

Wages and average Earnings of Luabourers for
12 months. :
« 20l  year. They kill every winter one good
pig from 18 to 20 score lbs, weight, and also make
money by selling butter.”

LLANHOWELL.
Population, 184 - Acreage, 1,381,
Cultivation mixed.

32. Mr. John Reynolds, occupier and guardian,
gays, © Boys are employed all the year as plough
boys, carters, and erraud boys. )

“ Girls arc employed in farm-houses as s¢rvants all
the year round, and by the year to attend calves,
cows, milk, pigs. i

“ Women are very little employed all the winter ;
in summer they are employed in hay and corn
harvest and hoeing turnips. Women never go oft’ the
farms whero they get houses.”

Distance.

“Labourers do not go at furthest more than two
miles to their work ; this is exceptional, nol the
rule.”

Hours of Work.

“ From 7 am. to 6 p.m. ; ll of them on their own
finding, §

« It is not desirable to place restriction on the
labour of children,”

Schools.

“There are two British schools at a convenient
distance, one at Croesgoch, the other at Solva; they
are generally taken advantage of. Labour does not
prevent children attending school.”

Cottages.

# Cottages are improving ; they are sufficient for
the supply of labour required ; they are situafed on
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the farms; they.are not badly overcrowded, and I
have heard of no €vil results to morality in conse-
quenco ; they are well supplied with water. Our
workmen do not care to have big houses; they re«
quire more fire to warm them. Workmen like a
snug thatched cottage; it is much more comfortable.

Gurdens.,

“ Cottagers have good gardens, and most-of thém
have from four to six acres of ‘laud to-keep a ¢ow or
raise corn.” T -

WisTON.
Population, 713 - Acreage, 7,080.
Cultivation mixed. R

33. Mr. R. P. Davies, lendowner, occupier, and
high sheriff of Pembrokeshire. .
“ Boys from 12 to 15 years of age are-employed‘in
summer. ’
“ Girls from 13 to 18 years of age are employed at
hay time and harvest and weeding and turnips.
¢ I¥omen are gencrally employed on farm labour.
“They go from % to-1 mile to their work, and work
8 hours a day.”

As to restricting the Age of Employment.

“ Boys should not bo permitted to be employed
under 12 years of age.

“.As- to -girls, I do not think any restriction is
required in this parish.”

Schools, &e.
“There is a national school not generally taken

‘advantage of from the carclessness of parents.”

Cottages.

“The condition- of cottagesiis:bad in general ; they
are not sufficient for the supply of labour ; they are
not generally overcrowded, and no causes of immo-
rality have come under my notice. They are well
supplied with water but badly ventilated. All have
gardens.” ) I '

33a. My, James Kello, bailiff t6 Mr, R, P. Davies,
SRyS:i—

“ Boys of from 12 to 15 years of ago aré employed
in summer and autimn, B

“ Girls of from 12 to 18 years aré employed in
hoeing turnips and harvest work,

“Women are generally employed in farm work,

“ Men work from 7 to 12 and 2 {o 6.

“Women from 8 to 12 and 2 to 6,

As to restricting the Ageé dt which Children should
work. .

“X would limit the age for boys to 12, but ‘f“or girls
I sco no need of restristion in this parish.”

Schools, §e.

“There is n national school not gcnm‘ally‘ taken
advantage of, simply from the negligence of the
parents,”

Cottages. .

“The cottages are generally in bad condition, bu
all have gardens.”

Wapges, &c.

¢ Including all allowances labourers wages averdge
about 12s. & week ; they are hired by the year and
paid fortnightly, ’ o

“ Labourers ‘here at thé: wagés -they receive “are
fully as highly paid as southern’-Scotch laboutrers;
taking the quantity and quality of work done.

“'The families of Iabourera are not gonerally well
treated, being principally fed "on barley-bread and
wenk fea. Milk is nof ‘gencrally un. drticlo -of dict
with them.” C ‘ - i
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. Small Farms. . :
«Small farms ave undoubtedly a great hihdrance
to the progréss of agticulture. Swmall’ farers gene-
rally have neithier capital noe skill to farm profitably,
and in & great many instances live harder than
labourers.”

CArDIGAN UNION.
St. DoGMELLS. .

34, Mr. R. D. Jenkens, landowner ‘and" occupier,
$ayS t— . -

« The cultivation is mixed, partly arable and partly.
pasture. ‘That part of the parish which lies between
the town of Cardigan and, the village of St. Dogmells
is altogether pasture, o

« Boys genetally go out-as herd boys: fo- look «after
sheep and-cattle. when about;131yenrs,of age;but the
great bulk of the male population of -this. parish are
employed as sailors. g

« Girls ave employed about the age of 13 also to
aséist tho  farmers’ wives in taking: care of their
childrén, and to. go messages and make themselvgs
generally useful. They begin working in the turnip
fields-when about 13 years of age.

« Pomen-are émployed: entirely in. domestic work,
in.milking .the cows and principally in. picking.couch
preparatory for turnip sowing, and also in ‘hoeing
turnips andimangolds and in hay and corn harvests.”

As to Distance.,

« The femdles employed on my own farm are the
‘wives'and childrén of niy labouiers who live on the
farm, and nlso young persons residing’ in the village
of St. Dogmells, which is distant about- two milgs.

« Women toork froni 8'im, to 6 p.m: generally.

«T seo no occasion for restricting-the'ageat which
children should work in this part of the county.”

Schools.

“There are ¢wo schools.for the poorer classes in
the village of St. Dogmells, viz, a National and
a British and Foreign school which are principally
attended by the children -of the village, viz, the
sailor’s children ; but others go therenlso from.the agri-
cultural districts. There are.some two or three other
small schools in the village,and in addition Sunday
schools belonging. to all the:churches and chapels.”

Cottages. R

“J do not consider the cottages generally: aro so
well arranged as they should be with regard to the
comfort of the labourcrs. - I think they, are protty
mearly sufficient for the supply of labour .in this
sparish and generally conveniently situated with
respeet to tho farms. I cannot say that any -evil
results to morality have come under my notice from
the overcrowding of the cottages, but as a rule I
consider them overcrowded ; I think they nre gene-
rally well supplied ivith water, buf good, ventilation
is the excaption. ’ o

\ Gardins.

«X think 4ll' the labouréers” cottnges in the agri-
cultutal parts have good sized gardens, also tho great
majority of thé cottages:in the village of St. Dogmells
have gardens.” :

Wayes.and -mode of Hiring.

«T can speak of thoso in my own employment. I
have some labourers who lmye 1s, & day on their own
finding excopting: during tho” harvest, when I give
them all their food in addition ;. those men -also have
3s. o day when cutting hay 5 they. pay me 3/, a year
each for their tottages, girdens, and o sufficient
quantity of land to keop a cow cach nd sometimes
‘renr o calf and to grow cérn, Lt not.sufficient corn
16 moittain théir families, T allow iy teams and
men to cultivaté flieir land for thern aiid to haul their
fuel and manure free of expense for haulags, I-also

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

111

/// /

pay rates and tithes charged in respect of their Pembroke and

holdings.

“To other labourers I give 8s. a week on their
own finding with food during harvest time and the
same wages for cutting hay as the prior class referred
to; they live on my farm. I charge them 1L a year
for .2 cottage and garden, but they have no land to
keop & cow. ILhaul their fuel free of charge.

“To o thitd class I give 8s. a week from November
to March and 9s. from March to November, with the
sameo regulations as to food during harvest and also
the same. wage for cutting hay as the others ; they do
not live in my cottages, therefore pay rather a higher
rent than mine do. I allow my lubourers to plant
potatoes on my land, giving them six or eight cart
loads of my farm manure for which they or rather
their wives give me a day’s harvesting for each cart
load of manure, no other charge made for the load ;
the women have their food when so harvesting.

“T pay girls and women 8d. a day on their own
finding excepting during harvest when I give them
their food.

. “I pay my ploughboys who follow tho team
from 104 to 12/ a year wages and ‘heir board and
lodging.

“The usual way of hiring farm servants not
labourers in this and the adjoining counties is at
fairs held in the months of October and November.
Males and females hire at such fairs as servants in
husbandry, the male portion are principally engaged to
follow the teams and the females to attend. to dairies,
feed the cows in many places and also the pigs, and
to shake tho straw when. thrashing.

¢T think the agricultural labourers are as & class in
South Wales honest and industrious and of sober
habits: They are not well housed as a rule and the
food they eat is coarser than the English labourer.
They do not eat so much animal food as the English,
in many parts they eat barley bread, but wheaten
bread is much more consumed now than it used to be.
In my replies I ought perhaps to have stated that I
nover charge my labourers more than 4s. a bushel for
barley ; when it is to be had under that price they
have.the advantage, but it never exceeds that price to
them.”

Nanseran Uxiox.
AxRoTH AND CRUNWERE.
Population, 1,150 -~ Acreage, 4,568.

35. The Rev. V. D. Phillips, vector, snys :—

« Boys are employed in the spring and antumn,
when they assist in hoeing turnips, planting potatoes,
and’in harvesting the corn ; this'is nearly the extent
of their work,”

“ Girls aro employed in my two parishes ; without
professing ‘to be accurate, I think from 40 to 50
children between 12 and 15 or 16 years of age are
‘employed (at 15 or 16 they generally go to service) ;
their work is planting potatoes, weeding turnips, and

‘harvesting.

“ As there are a grent many small holdings in
my parishes, most -of' the women are occasionally
ongaged ‘in field work ; the number who work for hire

are few.”

. Distance,
% They rarely go more than a mile to work.”

As to restricting the Labour of Children or
) Women. :
“ The ﬁe]d‘ Inbour is so inconsiderable in theso
parishes, consisting chiefly of grazing lands, that the

time occupied- by it is no material interruption in

their attendance at school under the ago of 13 ; after
that period they are no longer found (I speak gene-
rally) iu the school,

. “Noeither health nor education is in the slightest
degree prejudiced by female fiold work in this

‘1ocality.”
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Schools.

«“In Amroth there are two schools, both fairly
attended, not to the extent they should be. The
attendance of children is irregular ; tho paveuts
desire their children to be educated but seem careléss
as to the nmount, and iguorant that it can be
obtained only by diligence and regulavity of attend-
ance ; the indifterence of parents is the great obstacle
to education.” :

Cottages.

“Cottages lately built provide for the separation of
the sexes; the cottages of an earlier date are wretched,
with no regard to decency or the accommodation of
human beings ; they are very much over-crowded,
affecting unfavourably the morality of the people.
'They are generally located on the farms. Water is
in plenty, but the cottages stifling.”

Gardens.

“ There are gardens attached to nearly all the
cottages. As to allotments, until horticulture shall
have made some advance amongst the rural popula-
tion in this part of the country they would be of no
advantage,

“Most of the poor are cnnbled fo plant their
potatoes on the ground of some neighbouring farmer,
for which the Iatter receives help in harvest time, or
the manure which has accumulated near the cottage,”

35a. In a letter addressed to the Assistant Commis-
sioner, Mr, Phillips, who is diocesan inspector of
schools for his district, snys i

“ In the 12 schools which come under my notice, I
should pronounce four efficient and doing really good
work. The remainder certainly are the means of
diffusing knowledge around, but not to the extent or
of the accurncy which is desirable. The causes are
not far to scek, but to describe them would need
not a letter, but a report of a somewhat claborate
character.

* 1 muy say, ns a general proposition, that agricul-
tural Inbour does not attract the children from school
under 12, or more than other employments after that
age.

“‘There ave some in every parish, but their number
is diminishing, who do not avail themselves of a
school, whatever may be the charncter of it, A good
school attracts more than an indifferent one,

“ The general advance in wages, offering the
children remunerative employment generally, is the
great impediment to education, as they are thus with-
drawn too carly from school.”

350, Mr. John Rogers, schoolmaster, Amroth, 27
years standing, snys :—

“This is a church school; it was built in 1860,
There is an endowment of 15/, and I am paid 20/, a
year in all, i, e, 51, is added by subscription to the
cndowment, I have also a house and small garden.
We have about 60 children on an average.

At Crunwero the school is very small’; tho tollgate
keoper is the teacher and the school is in his house.
Sume of the childven from Crunwere come here,
some go to Tavernspite, and some to Marros.

“Wo are able to keep very few childven after 12
years of age, and the attendance is very irregular,
This irregularity arises from the carelessness of the
parents,

“ ‘Tho collieries take the children from nbout nine
years of age; they get from 44, to 5d. o dny at _that
age. The agricultural labouvers get about 125, o
week, chiefly paid in money. Colliers make from 12s,
to 155, n week, There are not nearly so many men
employed in the collieries now as there used to be,
and there are likely to be fower. The cottages ara
genernlly very bad,  The usual form of cottnge is
one long room with u door in the middle and small
window on each side of the door, with & partition
renching from the door across or nenrly across the
room, and ag high as the wall of the coltage, 'The
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room is open to the roof, and there is generally no
loft or upstairs,

“ We have & good many small fmmers who pay
about 30/ a yearrent. These men keep their children
at home to work, and ave worse off than tho regular
labourer ; their childven leave school very early, and
attend irregularly.”

8¢, David Scurfield, an able-bodied man working
on the road, says :— I am paid 10s. a week, with no
“ extras,”

Another man working in the adjoining parish on
the roads, said he had 9s. a week, (T'his was during
hay time.~—G. C.)

BrGELLY.

Population, 1,311 - Acreage, 3,878,

36. The Rev, R. Buckby, rector, says :—

“ Neither women nor children are regularly em-
ployed in this parish in agriculture. The population
are colliers and miners,”

Across that portion of the cireular of inquiry which
refers- to schools, cottages, gardens, &c., Mr. Buckby
writes e

“Mr. Culley, who is pnid for it, had better go
round and make these inquiries himself, as it is
invidious to sit in judgment on a neighbour's pro-
perg,’n

(On the duy on which I called on Mr, Buckby and
visited his school and one or two of the cottages in the
village und neighbourhood of Begelly, I was told that
ho wus engaged.and could not sco me, and in the cir-
cular which I left a¢ his house I marked for his spec’al
attention the question referving to the provision of

hools and attend of the children; with the
cireular I left a Jorm for a return of the attendance at
the school.—G.C.)

36a. Mr, Thomas John, teacher of parochinl school,
82ys :—

i Boys seldom remain with us after 10, they go to
the collicries, not to farm work, Girls remain till
they nre from 12 to 14,

* Tho attendanco is bad, as the parents complain
¢ that tho school is too close.,” (‘The schoolroom is
nbout 25 ft, by 144 ft., with o low open roof and bad
floor, very unfit to represent the chief, if not the only
school of the parish.—G. C.)

* I have had as many as 65 children in this room
in this weather ; if I had g better room I could geta
regular attendanco of 70, .

% T have no certificate, but I would like to sit for
examination,

“Tho children pay 1d. for reading, and 14d. for
writing and eciphering, but I seldom get them to
ciphering, and they soon forget their reading when
they got to work.

“Xam paid 12/, a year, besides what I can got, I
can’t get 30/, altogether,’

36b. Griffith Themas, says :—“1 aman invalid, I
was a collier. My cottage is freehold, and I rent three
acres at 70 from Captain Child, and I keep o cow
on the common, I have [9children; some of themn
are grown up, the others go to Sunday school, but
not to day school, ‘This girl, who is 12, caunot
read or write. The boy Richard, who is 10, cannot
read or write either ; ho herds cattle for Captain
Child, and gets 1d. o duy and his victuals, Thoy
won't take children at the parish school under five
“ years old,”
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CILMAENLLWYD,
Population, 640 - Acreage, 4,381,

37. The Rev. R. B, Jones, viear, BRYS i—

“ The exltivation is mixed, the arablo gradunlly
becoming ggxbscyvient to tho pastoral ; the prodiice of
the dniryis rising in'finpoftance, and the corii linds
gradually becoming of less and less value in many
reapects, c ’ 7
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Lmployment of Boys.

« Whenever the children can be made useful with-
out injury to themselves they are allowed to help, and
allowed to fancy they ave of very first-rato importance,
Any act of oppression or cruelty towards the young
would arouse the indignation and reseniment of the
whole country.

Employment of Girls.

« Whatever the mother can do, the daughter is
ambitious to be thought cqually clever. Girls are
cmployed, and thus properly brought up to the mani-
fold duties of after life, and much better educated
than if confined over much to the three ruleg, without
the necessary precautions against being spoiled.

« Restrictions as to the age at whick children should
be permitted to work are certainly not applicable to
this neighbourhood ; the idea in my opinion is absurd.
Unless they could be made a little more in earnest,
and a little mere thoughtful and faithful, they had
much better be left alone. Females and males do in
this country pretty well as they like, they are masters
and mistresses of the situation,

Means of Education, §e.

« Unfortunately, at present we are confined to such
coutrivances as our extreme poverty can devise. Whilst
the millions are voted, and massive heaps of money
wasted, England, while adding ten millions every
year to her treasuro store, cannot give one single
peuny in the pound to educate the children of herbold
peasantry, the country’s pride.”

Condition of Cottages.

“The more attention can be directed to this subject
{he better. The greatest national benefit ever con-
ferred on this country was the vecent Highway Act
introduced by the lste Earl of Cawdor, and the present
Eurl, by his cottage scheme, bids fair to emulate his
predecessor,  Somo cottages have gardens, whilst
others have not.

Desire of Eucation,

“A good school would inevitably secure n good
attendunce. Let it Ue as freo ns the light of the sun,
in tho old-fashioned paths of good will, charity, and
affection, and let every patriot for over bury every
vostige of Odium Theologicum in the charity that
suffereth long and is kind.”

CLARBESTON.

Population, 191 -
NewoaT.
Acreage, 3,101,

38, The Rev, Thos. Thomas, snswering for
parishes of Clarbeston and Newmont, says —

% Boys are employed in farm labour from 15 or 16,
principally in spring, summer, and autumn.”

% Girls ave nov generally so employed.”

“ Young women from 17 or 18 years of age are
employed in setting potatoes, making hay, and binding
corn.”

s Llder women nve employed in the same manner.”

“They live near their work.”

¢ Boys should not go to farm work under 14 or 15
years of age, but I am not aware, after much inquiry,
that any legislative restriction is needed either in their
cuse or that of females.

Acrenge, 1,588,

Topulation, 311 -
the

Schools, &e.

% In Clarbeston there is only n Sunday school, In
Newmoat there is n duy as well as Sunday school,
These schools arve generally tahen advantage of ; in
cases where they are not, the neglect arises from the
indifference of tho pavents.

21838,
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Cottages, §e.

 Our cottagesave suflicient for the supply of labour
required, and have gardens or allotments of land.”

EeLwyscuinny.
Population, 260  «  Acreage, 3,740,

39. Mr. Cornelivs Davies, oceupier and guardian,
58S i—

“'The cultivation is chiefly arable.

¢ Clildren are sometimes employed during havvest
time, aud for weeding turnips, from 8 to 10 years of
age.

“We employ all the wonen we can get during
harvest time.

Distance.

t« Generally the women, young persons, and children
live in cottages on the farm,

«“The hours of work are from eight to nine hours.

“T do not consider it necessary or desirable to
place any restriction on the age at which boys or
females should be permitted to work,”

Schools.

“There is a very good school in our parish, and
the teacher is partly paid by Mrs. Jones, of Penlan,
Cardignnshire, The agricultural labourers are per-
mitted to send their children to the school at 1d. a
week ;3 and I believe they take the advantage offered
them by sending their children regularly, except
during harvest time.”

The Cottages.

“The cottages in this parish and neighbourhood
are very good ; they are built of native stone, and
are voofed with tiles, There are some old mud houses
thatched with wheat straw, The cottages are sufti-
cient in number for the supply of Inbour. They are
conveniently situated. There is no overcrowding
here. They are well ventilated ; and the parish is
remarkable for good wells near the cottages.”

Gardens.

“ All the cottages have good gardens; and the
Inbouring cluss nre generally allowed a large breadth
of land for setting potatocs on their employer’s
fields.”

Wages.

“T consider the value of wages to men, including
allowanees, all the year to be 2s. n day, and during
havvest time 3s. a day, The wages of women are
worth 1s, Gd. n duy all the year,”

HENLLANAMGOED.

Population, 445 - Acreage, 3,651,

Cultivation chiefly pastoral.

40. Rev. Thos. Jokns, curate in sole charge, says :—

“Farm servants are hived for the whole year, and
are genernlly either young persons or grown up men.”

“Very young girls are not employed. Only two or
three women are employed (more or less) in each
farm, according to the size of the farm,

* There ave no stated hours of work, as the servauis
sleep on the farm premises,

«So far as I am aware of tho custom in this parish
there is no need to place any vestriction on the em-
ployment of children in farm labour.

#There is o day school in the parish, and two
Sunday schools, They are well attended as o rule,

*The cottages are humble enough in appearauce,
but upon the whole they are prelty snug aud comfort-
able,  They are conveniently situated with respect
to the farms, Asarule the cottages are not over-
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crowded. They arve generally well supplied with
water, but not well ventilated. .

«T should say that every little cottage has its little
garden.”

Srt. IsseLLs.
Population, 2,022 - Acreange, 3,830.

41, The Rev. Jas. Dalton says :—

« The cultivation is mixed; about equally divided.
There are soveral coilieries in the parish. Iron ore
is also procured, and clay for making fire-bricks. At
one or other of the works the younger portion of our
population find employment. .

“Very few boys are employed on the farms in my
parish, perhaps half-a-dozen to assist in the hay or
corn ficlds on each farm in harvest time,

“«No boys or girls are employed on the farms in
my parish, exeepting the children of labourers who
are tenants to the farmer and work on his farm.
There is no employment for children except in harvest
time.

“ Women ave very little employed.

¢ JPomen work from 8 to 10 am. to Gp.m.

«T should not think it desirable to place any re.
striction on the age at which children should be per-
mitted to work on the land.”

Schaols.

% Phero is a National school for boys and girls,
and n fair proportion of children attend the schools.
There are also two small private schools in different
parts of the parish, of which children avail them-
selve whose paveats live at na distance from the
National schools.”

Cottages, &e.

#1 cannot speak favourably of the condition of the
cottages in the purish of St. Issells, or its neighbour-
hood ; they are built of mud, and roofed with thateh,
and consist of two rooms on the ground flor from
8 to 12 feet square. They are sufficient in nunber
for the supply of labour required, and ure conveniently
situated with respect to the farms.  Some of them must
be overcrowded when the fumily is large, but I have
never heard of any evil results to morality from this
cause, They are well supplied with water from some
spring near or running water. There is no venti-
Intion except what enters through the doorway and
passes out through the chimney. The cottages ave
without out-houses or drninnge of any kind. The
cottages are generally underlet by the tenant favmer to
the Iabourers who work for him all the year round.
Sometimes they ave let by the landowner. The rents
vary from 21, to 51, a year, nccording to the size and
condition of the cottage and garden.”

Gardens.

“ There is seavcely a cottage in the parish without
u tolerably good garden for potatoes and other vege-
tables.”

41a. Mr. John Gunter, 12 years teacher at St
Tssells.

“ We seldom keep children to 12 years old.  They
gometimes leave us at 9 or 10, as they ean get work
at the collieries. A boy of 10 can got from 4d. to 6d.
a day at the collicries. Farm labour only interferes
with young boys at this time of yeav, when they
are wanted to herd cattle and pigs in the stubbles, I
have about 45 boys on an average to teach, and I am
paid 10s. a week, I have no other privilege. 15
boys and as many girls are taken free.”

41b, Mrs. Elizabeth Merriman, teacher of the girls
school, St. Issells, says :—

“I have from 60 to 70 children, girls until thoy
Jeave the school, and boys under 6 years of age. We
keep u good many girls till they go to service, and
teach them plain needlework and knitting. Some go
to work at the collieries, separating the culm from
aarth, &c. at the pit-mouth, X am paid 12/, a year.”
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JEPFRESTON.
Population, 634 - Acreage, 2,343,
‘The flev J. D. Palmour, vicar, says :—
As to Employinent of Boys.
“There are very few boys in the parish employed
in agriculture. Some enter service at from 12 to 14,
and ave generally employed all the year.”

As ta Employment of Girls,

“ None are employed under 15 years of age ; after
15 chiefly in the summer months, unless they are hired
by the year,

* Womnien are only oceasiomlly employed.”

Haurs of Work.

“IWorking hours on farms about here are from
5 am. to 7 pam,, with an allowance of two hours at
noon. The labourers live at the farm houses.

“ No restriction as to the age at which children
should be permitted to work is desirable as regards
this parish.”

Schools, &e.

“There is n National duy school and Sunday
school, also n Wesleyan Sunday school. I am sorry
to say fiom the neglect of the parents, the attendanco
of the children is anything but what it ought to be ;
and the remark applies more particularly to pavents
who have themselves received the benefit of carly
instruction.”

Cottages.

% Geunerally speaking in my parish the cottages
have greatly improved within the last 20 years, and
every care has been taken to make them comfortable
and convenient, being for the most part rebuilt,

“ All the cottages have gardens attached.”

LavpeTER-VELFREY,

Population, 951 - Avrceage, 5,667,
Cultivation, one-half arable and one-half pastoral.
48. The Rev. R, Lewis, veetor and rural dean,

snys i—

¥ Boys are employed from about 13 or 14, when they
are generally hired by the year, at first to do odd
jobs such as driving cows to and from pasture,
looking after pigs and poultry, cleaning out stables
and cow-houses, until in & year ov two they begin to
drive a team.

“ Young girls generally go out at first to take
charge of a baby, often as young as 12 years of age ;
from this post they pass in a year or two to be under
dairymaids and are employed very much ns boys of
the same age.

“There are very few farms on which women are
employed except to mako hay, renp, and dig potatoes.
The work is done on most furms by those who live in
the farm house. The farms are small and the
farmer’s wife and daughters and perhaps one hired
maid do all the women's work except that alluded
to above.”

Airing of Children.

“Children are generally hired by the year and
live in their employer’s house. For the first year
they get their food and presents of clothes or a very
small sum a3 wages. There are no stated hours of
work.”

As to restricting the Age at which Children should
be employed.

I do not think any such restriction is necessary
in this neighbourhood.”

Means of Education, §e.

“There are two Church of England scliools in the
parish (se¢ School Returng,—G:;C.) and vne Dissenting
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School. The parents generally allow the children to
do as they like, they are themselves indifferent about
their education. Where there is & popular master
the children like going to school and have their own
way. Early labour is not in my opinion. a preventing
cause,”

Condition of Cottages and Morality.

“Many cottages are in an unsatisfactory condition,
badly ventilated and overcrowded ; I believe they are
sufficient for the supply of labour required. The
state of morality so far as intercourse between the
sexes is concerned is exceedingly low ; it is a rave
thing for a young woman of the Iabouring class to be
married before she is a mother or about to br  ™e
one.”

Gardens.

‘ Almost all the cottages have gardens sufficiently
large for the growth of all vegetables except potatoes ;
ground for these is usually supplied by the farmer by
whom the occupants are employed.”

Change in Dress.

“It is worthy of observation that in this neigh-
bourhood in consequence probably of a change in
female dress from the coat and jacket formerly worn
to the modern style common now in this country as
well as in England, and owing also to the increasing
love of smart clothes which are now withinreach of
the lower orders a vastly increasing number of young
females seck employment in sowing.”

43a. Mr. V. H. Sheild, landowner, occupier, and
guardian, snys, “The cultivation is generally very
bad, a large ncreage of what ought to bLe cultivated is
n waste, and from want of drainage some of the
pasture land is nearly worthless.

“ Boys are generally above 13 years of age before
they are employed in agriculture, and as a rule are
hired by the farmers and live with them through the
year ; for a few weeks in the summer and autumn
they are employed singling green crops and in the
harvest field, but none are employed under 12 years
of age.

 Girls ave hired into the houses more as domestic
servants than in farm labour, and are generally
upwards of 13 years old ; the same rule applies as
much to the boys as the girls.

“Women arc employed in haymaking, and whero
green crops are grown from 8.30 a.m. to 6 p.au.;
in harvest time they work Iater, but very seldom after
7 pan.  In the winter they are employed in the barns
occasionally and by the swuil farmers in looking after
their cattle.

% Throughout the pavish they reside upon the
farms or within a quarter of a mile of their work.
There is not the slightest occasion for any resiriction
to be placed on the age at which children should
bo permittéd to work on the land as tho labour of
children under 12 is not profitable and they ave better
at school,

“There are two good schools under tho manage-
ment of the rector and one belonging to the Inde-
pendents,

“ The cottages have been allowed -to become ruins
throughout the whole distriet, so. much so that were
farmers with eapital to be desirous of cultivating the
land there are no cottages for them without rebuilding
and that to o considerable extent, What cottages
there are are not oyererowded, there is generally
plenty of pure water close to them. Tho cotingers
have an intense hatred to open windows, )

 Tho gardens ave generally very large and adjoin
their cottages. Potatoe ground is generally very
reasonable from the custom of paying. so many days
work in the harvest for ench load of dung; this
custom has arisen from the non-employment of. able-
bodied labourers by those who give their dung for
polatocs: as a means of getling men to cub their
corn,
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“Where u labourer is kept he is usually hived for Pemproke and

the year at 1s. & day and his food, working from
6 am. to 8 pau.; others earn about 125, to 13s.:
hours 6 a.an. to 6 p.m. according to the season.”

42b. Mr. Thos. Davidson, occupier, says, “The
cultivation is very indifferent with few exceptions.

“ Very few boys are employed under 18 years of
aga (with the exception of bird herding); from that
age upwards they are generally hired from year to
year and board in the employers’ houses.

“ Girls are employed as indoor servants and to do
dairy work from 12 years of age.

“ Iomen ave employed about six months in the
year, potatoc planting, turnip hoeing, hay making,
harvesting, and furnip trimming. I employ some-
times ten women, but average four.

“The distance labourers have to go to their work
is from half a mile to a mile and a half.”

THours of work.

¢« Team men from § am. to 6 p.m.

“ IFomen from 8 am. to 6 p.m.

“ Horses, 9 hours per day.

% No restriction as to the age at which boys should
be permitted to work on the land is needed in this
parish,

“I have never known children or females over-
worked.”

Schools.

“ There are two good schools mainly supported by
the Rev. R. Lewis, minister of the parish, and one by
the Dissenters, the pavents do not quite appreciate
the advantages offered to them although the children
are seldom employed in agriculture until the age
of 14.

“'The cottages are generally in fair condition,

“There are good gardens almost without excep-
tion, and some have aliotments.’

Mode of Hiring and Value of Wages.

“The board for Inbourers in some farm houses is
broth for breakfust and dinner and supper with bread
and cheese, adding o little bacon for dinner of what
the broth has been made. The better farmers give
tea, bread, and butter for breakfast, with meat, vege-
tables and bread for dinner, broth with potatoes,
bread and cheese for supper.

“ Average wages from 10s. to 11s. per week.”

Liaxpoivy.
Population, 1,744 - Acreage, 10,666,
Cultivation mixed.

44, Mr. IV. R. H. Powell, J.P., landowner, says :—

¢ Boys are employed from 10 years of age.

“ Girls are taken to farm houses to nurse, fetch
the cows, and assist about the house from about 10
years of age.”

Is it desirable to place any restriction on the age
at whick boys should be permitted to work on the
land?

“As it is not uncommon to find parents so in-
different to their children’s welfave as to allow them
to grow up in a state of gross ignorance without
even the oxcuso of having occupation for them or
need of such service as they may be able to render,
I think children should in justice be protected from
such grievous injury by parents being liable to
penalties when the school attendance of their chil-
dren under the age of 12 years is such as to be
ungatisfactory to the managers of the school or some
constituted authority.

“ There is no necessity to resirict the employment
of females in this district when employed above 12
years of age.”

Sehools, &e.

“There is a national school mentioned in Blue
Book 1868-69 ns the best in the county, and to
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which childrer of labourers are admitted at one
penny each per week. A good attendance drawn
from a radius of quite threo miles may be cited as
proof that the means of cducation ave very gererally
taken advantage of, but the benefits of education in
too many cases are prized too lightly to weigh
against a small pecuniary consideration to Le derived
from chiid labour. The parents are most anxious
that their children should learn Euglish, and have
requested that the school children should bo made to
speak English during play hours.”

Cottages.

“ The cottages are poor but clean; they are not
suflicient in number for the labour required nor
conveniently situated for the farms.”

Gardens.

“The gardens are better than the cottages and are
quite large enough.”

LLAXDEWY-VELFREY, WiTH Crivow,
Population, §60 - Acreage, 4,374,

45. The Bev. D. Jones, vicar, says :—

«The cultivation is chiefly pastoral, and the only
employment is in agriculture.

“ Boys are employed from 12 to 13 years of age
and upwards ; they hive themselves as agricultural
servants by the year from Michachnas to Michaclmns.

“Girls are employed as farm servants ae soon as
the parents can procure places for them,

“Women are cmployed in haymaking and corn
harvest, and the time varies according to circum-
stances,

« No restriction on the age of children employed
in agriculture is necessary as far as my knowledge
extends,

« All children are admitted to the church school
at 1d. a week without any distinction as to creed ;
they attend tolerably well,

“Some of the cottages are pretty good, and others
are indifferent.

¢ Most of the cottages have good gardens.”

48a. Mr. J. L. G. P. Lewis, landowner, occupier,
and J.P., says, “"There is very little corn grown in
this parish, the land is almost all pasture and held
by dairymen.

“Boys are very seldom employed in this parish.
1 only employ one, about 11 years old, to take care
of the poultry,

“Very few girls are employed ; none under 13,
and then only in haymaking.

“Women are cmployed in haymaking, and a few
ahout mangolds and turnips,

“No onc has to go more than half a mile to his
work.

«'he hours of work for men are from 6 a.m, to
6 p.n., with half an hour for breakfast and one hour
for dinner.

«1 do not think that it is at all necessary to put
any restriction on the nge at which children should
be permitted to work, but, if possible, it would be
weli to compel the parents to send their children to
school.

“There are two schools, one & Church of England
school and the other a dissenting school, they are
generally taken advantage of ; but the parents do not
compel tho childven to aitend regularly. The cause
of non-attendance is the carelessness of parents,

“The cottages are very poor, the common two-
roomed cottage with mud floor; they are not sufti-
cient for the supply of the labour, they are con.
veniently situated for the farms. In some instances
they ave overcrowded ; no evil results to morality
have come under my notice, The cottages ave gene-
rally well supplied with water, but are badly venti-
lated.

¢« All the cottages have gardens.
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“Tho wages of furm Jabourers are 9s. & week all
the year round ; but in hay and corn harvest they
carn more, which amounts to about 1, 10s. in the
year, they have a cottage and gurden for which they
pay 20 a year.)”

45b. Mr. John Morgan, oceupior, says :—

“ Farm labourers’ wages are for the year round 1s.
a day and food; if they don’t have food they have
from 9s. to 10s. a week.

“ Labourers who live in cottages belonging to the
farmers have 9s. a week and pay about 40s. o year
rent.

“ I¥omen would work at any farm work if they
could get it, but there is very little else but hay-
making and harvest work for them. "They are paid
8d. a day, with dinner aud supper. Some farmers
only pay women 8d. and give them a drop of beer
twice o day.

“We pay for mowing 2s. to 3s. an acre, and the
men work very hard, beginning at 2 in the morning.

“I pay a catch workman, who thatches for me,
1s. 6d. a day and his meat.

“ Wages have not increased in this parish for five
or six years.

“The dairy farmers require very little labour,
except what girls can do,

“Dairy girls get about 64 or 7. A farmer'’s
house servant (female) gets about Gl

“The food of a labourer’s fumily here would be
pretty nearly as follows :—

¢ Breakfast, tea and bread and butter or cheese.

“ Dinner, potatoes and butter milk or cheesc.

“ Supper, the same, or flummery and butter milk,
The cheese is made from skim milk, and very fow of
our labourers keep a cow.

“Tho labourer whom the farmer keeps has ment
at dinner, and broth at breakfast and dinner. It is
good for him but bad for his fumily.”

43¢, Mr. Levi Parry, Master of Llandewy Velfrey
Church School, says :—

«T generally keep the boys at school till they aro
from 12 to 13; but the attendauce is irregular, gene-
rally through the fault of the parents; we also lnbour
under the difficulty, in winter, of the children having
a long way to come, some of them three miles.

“The girls lenve about the same age as the boys,

“The land in this parish is most of it in grass,
and about half of the labourers keep cows, some one,
some threo or four, Some of our land is so good that
14 acres will keep a cow all the year round,

1 have known grass land let by auction at 6/, an
ncre, while in the north of the parish the land is not
worth 10s. an acre. The cows would he a great
blessing to the labourers’ families if they had not to
pay so high a rent.

“Qur people, as n rule, sre very sober. Wo have
very little agricultural Iabour in the parish, and our
young men go off to the works, but they nre better
off' at home when thoy can get work, At the works
they spend most of their money in drink,”

Lraxnissinio,
Population, 1,036 - Acreage, 6,467,

46. Rev. D, Jones, vicar, snys :—

“ Boys are employed in farm labour from 12 to 14
years of age and upwards ; the elder boys are hired
from Michnelmns to Michaclmag, the younger hired
for harvest timo only.

“ Girls ave employed as farm servants at from 14
years of ago upwards 3 the older and moro proficient,
those from 20 yenrs and upwards, as daivymaids;
the younger and less proficient, as what are termed
¢ barn floor girls,’ whose occupation consiats of feeding
the cattle, &e., doing such farm work as hocing
turnips, weeding, &e., and also helping the dairymaid
in her work.

“'I'he distance labourers go to their work, is, Ishould
gay, from a mile and & half to two miles, When they
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givo voluntary aid, as in the time of haymaking,

perhaps, they go further s but I should say that the

distance, as o rule, does not exceed two miles,
“Labourers work from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.”

Restrictions on Labour.

«TIn this neighbourhood I should say that no re-
striction on the employment of children is desirable.”

Schools.

“QOne Madam Bevan's circulating Free School for
tho church and two schools in connexion with the
Baptist denomination; advantage is taken of them,
especinlly during the winter months. The chief
causes of non-attendauce aro bad weather, very bad
roads, and also remissness on the part of the pareuts.”

Cottages.

“The condition of the cottages is poor, They are
sufficient in number for the supply of the labour
required, As n rule they are built on the farms,
therefore are conveniently situated ; some of tho cot-
tages are overcrowded, no evil result has come under
my notice in consequence ; the water supply is good,
ventilation as a rule very bad.”

Gardens.

« A cottage without a garden is a great exception
to the rule.”

w3a. Mr. . F. Gineer, landowner, says t—

« Children above 12 years of age are employed in
hay time and harvest and in weeding turnips,

“Women are nlso employed in the work above
described.

« All live within a mile of their work,

“ Women in summer work from 8 a.m. to 6 p.au,,
with 1% to 2 hours allowed for meals ; in winter they
are never employed,

“T'he labour of boys might be restricted to those
over 10 years of nge.

 No restriction as to the labour of girls is neces-
sary in this distriet.”

Sehools.

“There are two schools ; oue belonging to the dis-
scuters and the other to the church,  The first
having the largest attendance beeauso it has the best
master.  The church school is for thres years only
being supported by Mrs. Bovan's Charity, which
goes from parish to parish.”

Cottages,

¢ The cottages are not over good, might be much
better, In this parish they have been built generally
by subseription (stone being obtained from the land-
lord), They are not overcrowded ; most of them
have gardens and ave near water,”

4G, Mr. Stephen Williams, 21 years master of the
Dissenting School at Llandissilio, suys :—

“J generally keep the children of the labouring
class till they ave 11,

“The parents take more interest than they did, but
somo still noglect their children.”

LLANFALTEG.
Population, 353 - Acrenge, 1,866,
Cultivation mixed,

47, The Nev. Thos. Evans, rector, says se—

“ Boys are generally employed about 12 yeurs old,
and for the most part all the year round.

“ @irls are not employed, except as farm servanis
nnd they go out about 12 years of age.

 No women aro employed in agrieulture,

“TLhe hours of work arc from 6 am, to G p.n,,
except.in harvest,

# 1 think it is not desirable to place any restriction
on the age atl which children should bo permitted to
work on the land as far as regards this parish.”
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Means of Education, &c.

“There is a school latcly established in the parish,
and the children do take advantage of it,”

State of Cottages.

“Rather indifferent, I think they are suflicient in
number for tho supply of the labour required, and
are conveniently situated. Some are overerowded,
but no evil results have come under my notice in
consequence. They are well supplied with water and
well ventilated.

“All the cottages have gardens.”

LLANGAN.

Popuiation, 641 - Acreage, 4,952.

48. The Rev. Richard Jones, curate in charge,
S0yS t—

“ The cultivation is mixed, depending chiefly on
the daivy,

“ Boys are hired as servant boys for the year at
14 or 15 yems of age and upwards. No children
under 13 are employed here in agriculture. :

“ No girls are employed in agriculture. There are
some employed nursing children even under 13,

“ JFomen are generally employed on the farms at
hay and corn harvest, not otherwise, except by
chance.”

s to restricting the Age of Employment for Boys.
“ No restriction whatever is wanted in this parish,
but there are parishes in South Wales where restric-
tion may be desirable, I should sny 14 would be o
proper limit.”

As to restricting the Age of Enyloyment for Girls.

“It may be desirable in certain distriets, but it is
not wanted in this parish,”

Schools,

“We have a very superior school-house here in
the middle of the parish, « village close by, and there
is u school here, Some bring their penny a week,
others too poor or too remiss. We have no certifi-
cated master at present so no Government grant,
and our funds are rather low.”

Cottages,

“The cottages are mostly mud walls and straw
thatch, too small generally, and many have only one
or too rooms at most. There is one cottage generally
on cach farm, Thore are few villages in Walos.
Some of the cots rather too crowded ; but the children
ave out to service at 14 or 15, ‘The cottages are well
supplied with water, but not so well ventilated.”

Gardens.

“All the cottages have good gardens, which are
tolerably well cultivated.”

LLaxeLypwes,
Population, 286 - Acreage, 1,834,

49, The Rev John Jones, rector, says :—

« Boys ns a rule are not employed in this neigh-
bourhood in agricultural lnbour, exeepting such as nre
hired for a yenr, tho youngest in my service is between
12 and 13; the time of hiving is in November,

“ @irls avo only employed as in-door servants, hired
for a year, the youngest in my service is about 14 ;
they generally commence service when about 13,

“1 believe the lnws which rogulato the employment
of children in this ncighbourhood ave the povorty of
the parents on the one hand, and the scareity of
labourers on the other, I am not prepared to offer an
opinion as to whether it would be useful or not to
disturb the natural order of things by conventional
Inws ; as far as this locality is concerned I am inclined
to think not,
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“ There is no. sckool in the parish, but there are
two schools within a short distance. 1 believe the
poor avail themselves of these as far as their circum-
stances will allow,

“ The cottages in this parish are generally in a
very poor condition, being low thatched hovels, but
they are mot over-crowded, and their occupants
are generally as contented and heaithy as their
neighbours,

¢ Most of the cottages have good gardens belonging
to them,”

LraxgoLmMan and Lraxpiro.
Population, 408 - Acreage, 4,044,
Cultivation mixed.

50. The Rev. 'I'. Walters, says :—

« Boys arc employed at about 12 years of age for
light work on farms, and also in quarries in this
distriet.

“ Girls are also employed by the farmers from 12
to 14 yems of age, to milk the cows and nurse
children, and to help in many other ways in the
harvest time.

“ Women are not employed to any great extent.

¢ Labourers go from half-a-mile to 1} miles to their
work.

¢ Labourers work from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. in summer,

“If any restriction on the age at which children
should work is necessary, which I do not think, I
would place the limit at from 12 to 14.”

Schools,

“ Tlicre is no school in the Llangolman parish, but
there is one in the adjoining parish of Llandisilio
and a school at Maenclochog ; the children take
advantage of both schools until they are able to go
out to service.”

Cottages.

“The condition of the cottages is fnir in this
parish, and they are conveniently situated with respect
to thefarms, The people in this mountainous district
have plenty of fresh air and a good supply of well
water,”

Gardens,

“ The coltages have gardens, and often they have
land to keep n cow, but the lust privilege is seldom
granted by the farmers now, excopt in the ease of an
old lease, when they caunot take away their allotments
and add it to their farms,”

TLANYCEFN.
Population, 416 - Acreage, 2,684
Cultivation mixed.

51, The Rev. L, Davies. vicar, says :—

“ Boys are generally employed on the different farms
in the pmish about 12 years of age and upwards, and
occasionally at all times of the year.

“ Girls are also employed from about 12 years of
age, chiefly in domestic service,

“ WWomen are not employed to any certain or fixed
extent.

“ The distanee they have to go to work is short, as
they arc employed generally on the respective farms
of their parents or friends in the parish,

“ They have no fixed hours of work.

“T believe that it is not desirable tc place any
restriction on the age at which children should be
permitted to work on the land in this parish.”

Sehools.

¢ There is no school whatever in the parish ; some
of the children are taught by their parents, and others
at gchools in the adjoining parishes.” o

Cottages.

“The cottages in the ‘parish and neighbourhoed
aro in a fair condition ; they are sufficient for the
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supply of lubour ; they are conveniently situated for
the farms ; they are not over-crowded.”

Gardens.

“ All the cottages in the parish have good gardens,
conveniently situated for the nse of the labourers and
their families.”

LLYS-Y-FRANE.
Population, 168 - Acreage, 1,466.
Cultivation mixed.

52. The Rev. . B. Thomas, says:—

€ Boys aro hired for the year at Michnelmas. They
receive wages (from 3/, to 8L) and their food at the
furm house ; they are seldom hired before 14 years of
age.”

"« Girls re hired in the same way as boys. Children
are seldom employed, except in haymaking and har-
vest, or perhaps in nursing in chance cases for short
periods.”

“ IFomen weed corn and gardens. In rare cases
they fill carts, but the practice is dying ont.”

Hours of TVork.

“People work by the day, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Yearly servants have no fixed hours, but are not
over-worked.”

As to restricting the age at which children should
be permitted to work on land.  For boys,— )

“I think it would he well to limit the nge to 12,
provided the education of tho boys up to that time
were made obligatory.”

For Girls,—

I think restriction is not necessary, but a provision
for girls' edueation similar to that of boys would be
good.”

Schools.

‘“ A British school has lntely been provided ; many
take advantage of it, but parents are not sufficiently
sensible of the advantages of education, and some
children are kept at home and have no education,”

Cottages.

% The cottages dre generally built of carth and
straw and thatched ; or of stone and mortar, and
slated, The rooms are seldom nore than two in all,
and are about 10 fect square. They ave suflicient in
number for the supply of the Inbour required, and are
conveniently situated with respect to the farms. They
are often over-crowded with members of the fumily,
but no evil results to morality arise from this cause.
They have plenty of good water and are well venti-
Inted and fairly drnined.  They are without outhouses,
excepting o pigstye or shed. The cottages are
owned by the proprietor of the firms on which they
are built.  They are sometimes built by the cottagers
on n sort of lease,. Rents vavy from 12, to 3/, with
garden.”

Cows and Gordens.

“ Most of the cottngers have cows, generally one
cow. per cottage; those who have no cow have a
garden,”

Lovesrox.
Population, 122 - Acreage, 1,233,

53, The Rev, . Bowling, says :—

“ The cultivation is about two-thirds arable,

“ Our’ population consists of 59 males and 63
fomales, of whom not more than 20 are children.

* Women ave employed in the turnip and harvest
seasons, but only on tho farm on which they live,
‘They work from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m,

“It is not desirablo to restrict the age at which
children should be allowed to work.

“ There is n very good sckool about & mile aud a
half from the church,

“ The cottages nie poor of their kind, but clean
and comfoitable. 'Thiere are véry few of them, ns the
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work of the farms is generally done by servants living

in the house.

¢ The cottagers generally have lurge gavdens ;
they also have potatoes set for them in the farmer’s

field."

Luvciurcn.
Population, 264 -  Acreage, 1,607,

54. Mr, John Lewis, occupier says :—

« Boys arc employed from 12 years of age and

upwards as hired servants.”

“ Girls are employed from about 13 years of age
and upwards in field work, and as helpers in dairy

work.

¢ JWomen are employed in work commected with
the dairy, weeding, hoeing, haymaking, and harvest

work.

“ Labourers have not more than a mile, generally

less than half, to go to their work.

“ I¥omen work from 8 to 12 in the morning, and

from 2 to 6 o'clock in the afternoon.”

¢« No restriction on the labour of children is neces-

sary in this distriet.”
Schools.

“ There is one school kept by an uncertificated
master. What is wanted here is & more competent
master, & better class schoolroom, the parishioners to
have some part in the manngement, and to be under

Government inspection.”

Cottages.,

“ The condition of the cottages in this parish is
bad, and they have undergone no modern improve-
ment, and contain one or two rooms, with the excep-
tion of a couple on Hill Farm. The number of
cottages is quile suflicient for the supply of the
labour as at present requived, and they are conveni-
ently situated with regard to the farms; a few are
overcrowded with large families, but I cannot say
that any evil results to morality have come under my
notice in consequence. There is & good supply of

water everywhere in the parish.”

Gardens, §c.

“ I do not know of one cottage in the parish that
has uot n good sized gavden; a great many of the
cottagors have small farms. Half the lnbourers in

his pavish are small farmers.”

Marxcrocioc.
Population, 396 -
Cultivation mixed.

55, Rev. I, Walters, vicar, says:—
 Boys are employed from about 12 years old.

Acrenge, 2,754,

“ Girls becomo useful to farmers from 12 to 14

y, ”
years of age.

Distance Labourers go to Work.

“'The young' men who go to the slate: quarry have
little more than a mile from the village to go. ‘The
women go to the farms about here to work during

‘The- distance is not more than one mile,”

harvest,

Hours of Work,

“ Quarry men work ‘from 6 a,m, to 6 p.m. ; women

work from 7am, to 6 pan,”

Az to restricting the Age at which Children. should

be allowed to work.

“Iwould place the limit at 12; but I think no
restriction, especially in this district, is necessary;”

Schaools,

“‘Thers is o school in this village supportéd by
gubscriplions from landed proprietors; The - geliool
house is n wretehed one, which prevenits' ud -getting
The children-tako-advins

any-pid:from Governinent,
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tage of this school, and it is crowded in the winter Pembroke and:

quarter.,”
Cottages.

“The condition of the cottages in this village and
throughout the parish is very bad, quite uninkabitable.
Cottages ought to bo built for the quarry men and
labourers, which would remunerate the owners, and
would tend to improve the condition and comfort of
the poorer class, as well as their morality.”

Guardens.
“The cottages (such as we have) have gardens,”

Wages.

“The wages are fair, from 12s. to 21s. Labourers
are very scarce here, owing principally to the slate
quarries, where they get constant work and good
wages.”

MARTLETWY.
Population, 703 -

Cultivation mixed.

56. The Rev. Thomas Williams, curate, says :—

“Boys are seldom employed to any extent except
as servants,

“ Girls are rarely employed except a few peeling
trees in the season,

“ Women are scarcely employed at all except in
havvest time.

“ [Pomen work generally from about 8 am, to
6 pan.

“1t i3 not desirable to place any restriction on the
agolnt which boys should be permitted to work on the
land.

“It is not desirable to place any restriction on the
employment of females in agriculture.

¢ There is a Churelrof England school ; the children
take advantage of it.

“'The condition of the cottages is fair generally,
‘They are quite sufficient in number for the supply of
the labour required, They are conveniontly situated
with respect to the farms. “They are not overcrowded;
well supplied with water ; ventilation tolerable,

“The cottages have good gardens allotted to them
generally,”

Acreage, 3,551,

MiNwERE,

Population, 99 - Acreage, 1,957,

57. Mr. Theophilus Llewellyn, occupier, suys, “1
furm 280 acres, of which about 25 acres are arable. I
employ o man and Ind, andstivo boys. X would have
moi‘o ”lnnd in tillago if I could get labour conveni-
ently.

“I can only get u lnbourer occasionally, when Ipay
him in winter 1s, 8¢, & day and his food, and in
summer 2s, o day and food. There is only one cottage
on my farm, There were a good many at one time,
but they were pulled down, or allowed to fall down,

“In Minwere and the adjoining parish of Newton
aro the ruins of two parish churches (there being
now no church in either parish), and 50 or 60 cottages,
all pulled down ov allowed to fall into decny during
the last 30 yenrs,

“There 8 no school in either parish,”

NarserTi with RonesToN-WATHEN,

Population, 2,079 - Acrenge, 7,429,

58. AMrs. Matthias, snys:—

“My husband works on thie lino; he has 14s. a
week. “Wo hiave two bedrooms upstairs, but we
cannot use them, they are so liot in this weather,
We all (husbarid and wifo and threo children) sleep

in this room (a very small kitchen) in these two beds

(beds which, like many. I saw in Wales, .shut up in
thoday -{iie). W pay 3L for oui coltnge and
gavden,” S B
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58c. IVilliam Morris, labourer, says, “ Wo have only
one room open to the roof (a thatched roof), aud this
mud floor isn’t over good. I pay 27 for the cottage
and little bit of garden.

“I have brought up 16 children of my own in this
cottage, and my wife has taken in 10 children (bas-
tards) for girls to nurse.”

580. D.JFilliams, labourer, living in a cottage with
two small rooms on ground floor, says, “I pay about
50s., rates aud all, for my cottage. About 21 tons of
culm made into balls (for firing) lasts me a year. We
pay 83d. a ewt. at the pit for the culm, and leadage
costs about 4s. a ton.”

&8c. Mrs. Scorcy, wife of a labourer living in Robes-
ton-Wathen, says, “ We came here from IHampshive.
Labourers wages here are 10s. a week, where wo
came from they were 12s. There ave very few regular
labourers here ; most of the people have a bit of land,
and they are pretty well off.  Some keep § to 10
cows, and oceasionally work for other people. I
think the people here live very hard, but not because
they ave forced to do it ; they sell tie best they have,
and put up with anything. They live a good deal on
barley-bread, potatocs, and Welsh cheese (worth from
2d. to 23d. a pound). We use white bread, and make
our own bread. Ilike the people here as well as I
did those in Hampshire.”

58d. Evipexce of a boy who drove the Assistant
Commissioner from Narberth Road.

«T am going to my 12, sir. I cau’t read nor write.
T’ve only been at school for about a month, and this
here schoolmaster is good for nothing to teach any-
thing. My father ’s going to send me to Haverford.
west to school, and iff I ean get to be n scholar my
brother says he can get me a place in London, on the
Great Western Railway.”

SouTit NARBERTH.
Population, 829 - Acreage 3,476.

59. The Rev. —-— Cornish, says,

“I would restrict the age at which doys should Le
cmployed on the Innd to 13.

“QOther occupations should be sought for females,
it would conduce to the interests of wmorality.”

Schools.

“Very inadequate means of education swre provided
in this parish ; of these the agricultural labouring
class is slow to take advantage, from poverty as well
us early labour.”

Cottages,

“The cottnges are very bad; in many cases over-
crowded, They are ill sapplied with water, and ill
ventilated, without back window or door. They have
very fair gardens,”

PEXDINE,
Population, 204 - Acreage, 900.

60, Z%he Rev. D. Thomas, rector, says :—

“The cnltivation is mixed ; more arable than
pastoral,

% Boys ave cmployed at a very early age, but most
of them being farmers’ sons they are never over-
driven; thoy are only called upon to do what they
can, Servant boys, if young, are well cared for,

“ Girls, if young, arc anly employed in some light
houschold work. They are engaged from 10 upwards,
I never heard of one ill-treated or overworked. They
are not easily found ; they marry very young, and off
thoy go to Merthyr,

“ IVomen are employed a little in hay harvest and
in binding corn ; some few, if they can be had, ave
employed in hoeing turnips.

“ The distance labourcrs have to go to their work
is havdly ever more than a mile,
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«“ Hours of work of women are from 8 am. till
6 p.m., ar hour being allowed at neon.

“1 see no necessity that the legislature should
interfere and place any restriction on the age at which
children should bo permitted to work on the land. I
have never heard of a ehild being ill-treated.”

Schools,

“ There are schools in abundance in the neighbour-
hood, and a few take advantage of them. ‘Iliere is
much difficuity to please the parents; and too many
are aite unconcerned whether the children attend or
not; carly labour does not prevent them.”

Cottages.

“The condition of the cottages is decent; there are
same of them small,  Much of the state of the cottage
depends upon the wife; I should say all ; indeed, if
the cottage is not tidy it is the fault of the wife.
There is often more misery in the well-to-do cottage
than in the poorer onc. Labourers from n distance
slecp at the farm house. Immorality prevails more in
the farm-house than in the cottage. I'he cottages are
generally well supplied with water. Ventilation pro-
ceeds from the door.”

Gardens.

*“Most of the cottages have gardens, enough to
supply them with vegetables. Potatoes for a winter
stock they generally plant on farm lands ; they work
so many days in harvest with the furmer for the
setting of a certain quantity of potatoes. In the pavish
of Pendine there are three acres of land allotted to the
poor by the Inclosure Commissioners, but they make
no use of it.”

PexpINgE ALLOTMENT or LAND For TnE Poor.

G0u. Cory of Letter to the Assistant Commissioner
from the Rev. David Thomas.

August 16, 1869.

“ Frox inquiries I have made since I received your
letter, Ilearn that the plot of ground set apart for
the use of the poor in the parish of Pendine by the
Inclosure Commissioners is most disadvantageously
situated, being difficult of appronch, open to trespass
by sheep and ecattle, and linble to a charge of 12,
yearly rent, to be paid to the Lord of the Manor; but
it is said that if it were used, it is very iikely the
Lord of the Marior would return the rent to the occu-
piers. A very undesivable piece of ground it must be
confessed has been selected for their use.”

Steskcnt (with Minwere and Newton),
Population, 435 - Acreage, 7,264,

61. The Rev. Benjamin Thomas, curate in charge,
says :—

“ No boys under 13 are employed in farm labour,

“ Very few girls ave employed in this parish,

“d few women are vinployed in hocing turnips,
hay and corn harvests.

“ Labourers go about a mile to their work,

“ Women work nine hours,”

s to restricting the Age of Employment,
“ Boys can be usefully employed in light work on
a farm at 10 years of age.
“ Girls can be usefully employed at 12 years of
age. I do not think there should be any restriction.”

Schools.

“There is n school in this parish supported by the
Rev. H. A. Philipps, of Picton Castle, who is also tho
viear of St. Mary’s, Haverford-west.  The school is
very well attended and the edueation imparted very
superior, ‘There are no schools in Minwere or
Newton, the children attend Narberth school.”

Cottages.

“There has lately been n great improvement
mado in this pavish, many new cottages have been
built and others repaired, and there -are some now
building ; in some degree other parishes supply the
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labour. Instances of overcrowding are very few, and

I know of no bad-results in consequence.

“ All the cottages have protty good gardens; there

are no allofments.”

6la. Mr. H. P. Goode, agent for the Rev.J. H. A.
Philipps, of Picton Castle, speaking chiefly with
reference to the Picton Castle estato and Slebech

parish, says s—

 Boys from 10 to 15 years of age are employed

chiefly in winter and spring.

“ Girls nbove 14 are sometimes employed about
hay making, turnip hoecing, and barking in the woods

-until they draft off to service as nursemaids, &e.

% JPomen are employed in field work when required,
they make hay, weed the garden, clean up the yards,

hoo turnips, bark timber, &e.”
Distance they have to go to work.
% About one to two miles.” )

Hours of work.
* According to civcumstances.

As to restricting the Age at whick Boys should be

permitted to work.

“There should be no restriction when they are
equal to their work ; 13 or 14 is a reasonable age.”

As to restriction on the Employment of Females in

Agriculture,

‘It is not desirable to place any restriction in this
They generally prefer
out-door work, the open air tends to make them

county or on this estate,

cheerful.”
Schools, §e.

“The proprictor has provided a school, pays a
master and mistress 40/ with a good house and
garden rent free. The master gets o weekly addition
from those who can afford to pay. ‘The report of the
children’s attendance is very good; about 60 on an

averago attend.”
Condition of Cottuges, &c.

“The majority of the cottages are very good, there
aro gome occupied by very old people which are not
very good, but they pray to be allowed to occupy
them in preforence to new ones, which otherwiso
The majority

would have been prcvided for them.
arc about 75 years of age.”

Gardens, Wages, §e.

“Most of the cottages have good gardens; the
cottagers keep poultry, most of them a pig; some
have fand on the outskirts and keep a cow or two.

“Wages are nearly uniform for all nges, 9s. a
week with cottage and garden rent free, their coals
driven for them and sundry-other privileges worth in

all 12s. per week.”
YERBESTON.
Population, 118 - Average, 1,224,

62, The Rev., Wm. Bowling, says,
« The cultivation is about two-thirds arable,

“Qur population cousists of 63 males and 65

fomales, of whom not more than 20 are children,

« Women are employed in the turnip and harvest
seasons, but only on the farm on which they live.

They work from 8 am. to 6 p.m,

«Tt is not desirable to restrict the age ut which

children should be allowed to work.

«There is-n very good school about n mile and a

half from the church.

«‘The cottages are poor of their kind but clean and
There are very fow of them, as the
work of the farms is generally done by servants

comfortable.

living in the house.

“The cottagers generally have large gardens;
they nlso have potatoes set for them in the furmer’s

field”
24838,

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.

Haymaking, 10 a.m.
to 6 or 7 pam.; other work, 8 a.m. te 6 p.m.; barking
timber, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., allowing time for meals.”

Canvanrruex UNION.
LLANGAIN.
Population, 393 - Acreage, 2,660.

63. Mr. W. E. B. Guwyn, J.P., landowner and occu-
pier, says :—

“The cultivation is mixed, there being a large
proportion of old pasture and meadow land. The
acreage of land under corn and cultivation is com-
paratively small, and as a consequence the number of
women and children employed is also small. Our
population is I believe now considerably less than
393, as for the last few years some of my best men
huve been leaving for Glamorganshire, not being able
to find constant employmeut at home as well as being
tempted by higher wages.

“Very few boys are employed under 13 years in
our parish generally ; an orphan may sometimes be
taken of a younger age and employed in herding pigs
and poultry or some such easy work. Almost every
farm has one or two or three hoys from 13 years to 25
hired as yearly servants, the elder being ploughboys.

“ Girls are employed at very similar ages to boys
and as yearly servants,

“ Women are employed to & very small extent as
compared with many English counties. Very few
green crops being grown the field work is small.
Being myself u considerable grower of roots I employ
nearly as many women taking all the year round as
all the parish put together.”

Distance Labourers have to go to work.

¢ The longest would be about half a mile. Nearly
all the labourers live on or near the farms where they
are employed.”

Hours of Work.

* Men work from 10 to 11 hours,
“ IWomen work 9 hours,”

As to restricting the Age at which Children should
be permitted to work.

“T do not consider any restriction necessary.”

Schools, &c.

“There is no good school in the parish, but in the
immediate outskirts we have a qualified Government
teacher who has u large number of pupils, and I
believe I an right when I sny there is not in the
parish o man who does not as often as his means
allow avail himself of the advantage when within his
rench. I am happy to say that we shall have a
qualified teacher in the parish in September next,”

Cottages.

“Thoe cottages generally are dry and comfortable,
not over well ventilated ; they are nearly all on the
farms whetre their occupiers are employed or within
ensy reach, not more than half amile, Nouo ave to
my knowledge overcrowded, and they are invariably
within n short distance of a good well of water,”

Gardens and Potatoc Ground.,

% Every coltage has attached to it n garden con-
sidered sufficiont, and every labourer gets a picee of
ground for his potatoes with his employer, the culti-
vation, manuring, and horse labour being all dono by
the f"m'mcr; the labourer gets all his coals hauled
also,"

Wages and Hiring.

“X pay my labourers 10s. a week and a cottage
and gaiden rent free, with potatoe ground and haulage
of conls, which altogether will amount to 12s.

“Ten or twelve years ago every Inbourer lived on
barley-bread and cheese and fed and killed & small
pig; now all live on good wheaten bread, and the
thrifty and good managers have always a good pig at
Christmas,”

Q
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Pembroke and LLANGENDEIRNE.
Carmarthen. Population, 2,335 - Acreage, 11,810.
Mr. Culley. 64. Mr. John Evans, occupier and guardian, says :—
e “The cultivation is mixed.”
B, “ Boys ave not employed before 12, and then regu-
— larly, or more correctly saying, they aromore employed
O in winter than in summer.

« Girls are cmployed about the same age as boys,

but not in the sume occupation.

« Women ave cmployed at harvest and their em-
ployment js somewhat general in summer.

& Labourers work from 6 am. to 6 p.m.

«T hardly think it necessary to restrict the age af
which children should be permitted to work on the
land, but I would limit the age to 12 if any restriction

is necessary.”

Schools.

“National or church schools are not the proper
ones, they should be Dritish. Parents who are Dis-
senters object to sending theiv children to_school for
the reason that they conscientiously differ in views,

« The cottages are very bad ; they are sufficient in
number for the supply of labour required, and are
generally well situated with respecet to the favme.

“The cottages have good gardens.”

Wages of Ordinary Farm Labourers, §¢.

“Some get 13s. and some 14s. 5 I think you may
strike the average at 14s. 6d..including everything.!

LrANGUNNOR,

Population, 1,250 - Acrenge, 5,795,
65. Mr. D. Prosser, owner and occupier, snys :—

¢ The cultivation is mixed.

 Boys are hired as farm servauts by the year from

12 years of age, upwards.

“ Girls are employed. in the same manner and at

the same age as boys.

“ Women are only employed in spring and summer
in weeding green crops and at harvest work.

¢ Women work from 9 am. to 6 or 7 p.m.

“No restriction on the ages at which children
ought to be allowed to work is necessary.”

Sehools.

“There is a good parish school well attended ; the
children pay 1d. or 2d. a week according {o age.
“The condition of the cottages is ba

 All cottages have gardens.”

Wages and Mode of Hiring.

“Mostly all by the year; men earn from 14/, to
207, with food and lodgings, if sirigle.

o

5L. to 107, nceording to age and capabilities ; Inbour-
ers, who find themselves, earn 12s. a week.”

G5a. BMr. V. Rees, occupier, says :—

“I employ as many women as T can get, singling
turnips and spreading manure, &c., and some women
in dairy work. I pay women 84. in winter and 10d.
in summer, and I give ten and beer in long days.
They begin work at 8% aun. and work till 6 pam.,,

with an hour’s interval.

“I hire three dniry girls by the year. They get

104, 71, and 44,

“I hire two Inds by the year ; one of 16 gets 6/ ;
one of 12 gets 50s. and n pair of boots,

“ Ordinary labourers-{ pay 12s. n week, and in hay
time I have to give 15s. It is better for & fnan’s
family that he should get nil money than that he
should get his food and less money,  Our lnbourers
are very well off where their families are able to

work out.”

Lraspinorawr Usion,

LLANDEBIE,

Populntion, 2,821 - Acreage, 10,710.
66. AMr. J. Brodie, occupier, says i

“The cultivation is mixed.

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
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«J employ one boy on each. farm, age from 1410
18. In the neighbourhood, hay and corn harvests
are the times that all hands are called out.

“ Girls are employed occasionally on the smaller
farms, but I should say not so young as boys.

“ Women are employed on arable farms to.n con-
siderable extent, but this county is chiefly pastoral
and fow green crops are grown.”

Distance they come to Work.

«“ A few may be & mile off, and one or two rather
more. .
“Their hours of work ure not very regular, tiey
seldom turn out till 8 ¢’clock. My hours are from
G to 11 and from 1 to 6 in summer; in winter they
are allowed 14 hours for dinner.

“ Boys cannot be much use on a farm under 14 or
15.
“I cannot see any necessity for restricting female
labow in this part of the country.”

Schools.

“There is a large British and Foreign School on
the farm, with upwards of 100 attending. Early
labour on farms does not prevent children attending
sehool, mot so with other employments,”

Cottages.

“The agricultural cottages in South Wales on the
whole ave rather poor, but improvement is slowly
going.on ; they nppear to be sufficient in number for
the supply of Iabour generally. Young people are
frequently kept in tho-farmhouse. There is pleuty of
water and ventilation in Wales, All cottages havo
gardens,” .

Wages.

“Men’s wages vary from 13s. 6d. to 15s. Gd. per
week, including allowances,”

Quality of Labour.

“The Scotch labourers ave better educated, and,
perhaps, more trustworthy in every way than the
Welsh, but veally there are good and bad nmongst
both ; T am getting more and more into Welsh, about
half and half now,

LLANDILO-FAWR.
Population,. 5,440 -~ Acrenge, 25,628,
7. The Rev. D. TV. Jeffreys, of Tulinris, says :—

“The cultivation is indifferent, there is no system
in the rotation of crops. There is too much crude
lime given to the arable Iand and no artificial manure.
Tarms ave small and capital often smaller. Many
of the small oceupiers ean hardly make the two ends
meet, and their children are forced to labour too
soon, theieby losing the opportunity of lénning, even
if the parents appreciated’ its valde, which, T regret
to add, they do not.

“Boys begin to be employed from six upwards,

“ Girls are employed from about 8 years of age at
general house work, attending eattle and pigs, and in
hay and corn harvest.

“Nearly all our vomen are employed in hay and
corn harvest,

“They have no long distance to go to their work.

“Therc is one day school for boys and another for
girls, but they do not take advantage of them, chiefly
on account of early and hard: labour, to which- must
be ndded the apathy of:the parents, who are ignorant
themselves and eare not how igrorant their children
are, ~
“ Our cottages are very fair, sufficient for tha. sup-
ply of labour, conveniéntly situated, and not over-
crowded. Water is abundant, but ventilation vory
much neglected.

“Every cottage has a,sufficient -garden.”

LLANFIHANGLE.
Population, 882" - Acrenge, 6,552,

68. Mr, J. Brockit, biailiff to the Barl of Cawdor,
snys 1—
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«No boys are employed on our farm, but in the
parish generally at the nge of 10 years, '

«@itls are cmployed on farms to assist in dairy
work, &e. at the age of 12,

« Married women are employed in all light farm
work, such. as haymaking and turnip hoeing.

“Some labourers in tho parish go as far as two or
threc miles to their work.

] should say-that boys ought not to be employed
before 11 or 12 years of ago.

« As this is chiefly u grazing county, the young
females are employed in house and dairy work. Ido
not think it desirable to place any restriction on their
labour.

“«The means of education is the National School;
the attendance is good, while there are a few, who,
through carelessness, do not send their-children.

“The condition of cottages in this parish is pretty
good ; all or nearly all -on the demesne of Golden
Grove are newly built and arc conveniently situated,
not overcrowded, and well supplied with water ; the
old cottages are not well ventilated,

¢ All the cottages have good gardens.

“The average exrnings of labourers in this_parish
are about 80/, per yeur. Welshmen are not able i
earn as much as Scotchmen. Tho Welsh are not so
well fed and not so strong to labour; the climate also
is niore humid and relaxing, so that even Scotchmen
cannot-perforin ‘the same amount of labour here as
they are equal to in the north.”

LraxpoveERry UNION,
CILYCWN,
Population, 1,380 - Acreage, 17,300.

69, Mr. . D. H. Campbell Davys, landowner, J.P,
and Chairman of Board of Guardiuns, says, © Z%e
eultivation is mixed, consisting of a large proportion
of mountain land.

% Boys are seldom cmployed under 12, and then
only during-the hay aud corn harvests and oak bark-
ing in the spring of the year.

“ @irls ave employed about the same sgoe and in
the same manner as boys.

“ Women are employed to the same oxtent, and the
same way as boys and girls,”

Distance,
«Labourers have a mile or two or less to go to
their work.”
Hours of Work.

“Women and girls work from 8 am, to 6 pm,,
with an interval for meal.”

As to Restrictions on the Age of Employment.
Boys.
“ T think it is by no means desirable to interfere,
ag both the children and their pavents are gqwite alive
to tha importance of attending school.”

Girls.
“1 should say not, at all events in South Wales,”
Schools. ‘ ’

“There is u newly built and well attended. Church
of England School and Sunday school in connexion:
with it.”

Cotlages.

“The cottnges are of a very mixed condition,
where new cottages have been erccted they are well
cnough, but the old style of cottages arg very. poor,
the principal difficulty being to-get stone for building
purposes in the neighbourhood.” “They ure generally
well supplied with water and uot often overcrowded.”

Gardens and Potato Ground.

‘All the cottagers have gardens attached to their
cottages, and the surrounding farmers always give
their cottagers and labourers potato ground in addi-
tion, the quantity depending upon their require-
ment,”

LLANDINGAT.
Population, 3,948 - Acrenge, 31,564,

70. The Rev. J. Hughes, says :—-

 Children of 13 years of age and thereabouts are
employed in sowing seasons and in hay and corn
harvests, also in the barking season.”

“ FPomen are employed in the hay and corn har-
vests, and in the barking season.

“The distance to which labourers have to go to
their work is short, as a rule they assist on the farm
to which they belong ; or if childven of labourers on
the adjoining farm.

“ As to the employment of oys I hardly think any
restriction as to age is necessary. T jmagine that an
arrangement might be made whereby allowances
might be made for their absence from school at the

. seasons above mentioned. If restriction be placed, 13

should be the limit,

“ The employment of girls is almost confined to
corn and bay havvests, I should not think any
restriction necessary,”

Schools.

¢ There are four schools in the parish. They take
fair advantage of them.”

Cottages.

“ Tho condition of the cottages is not good; they
aro hardly sufficient in number for the supply of the
Inbour required ; they are not convenient with respect
to the farms; the cottages contain two rooms. I
think it is much to bo deplored that many cottages on
farms have been pulled down and the occupicers forced
to live in town, though these had only two rooms, still
in my opinion they were much healthier than dwell-
ings in town, and had gardens attached. Cottages in
town are not well supplied with water, nor well
ventilated,

“ There are no allotments of land. Cottages in
town have no gardens as u rule ; in the country they
have gardens.”

70a. Mr, David Jones, J. P., landowner, says :—

“ Boys ave very scldom employed, but when they
are, their ages are about 12 years.

 Girls ave employed only in the farmhouses, not
on the farms.

“ Women arc employed chiefly in harvesting,

 Hours of work for men, from 6.m. to 6 p.m., and
for women, from 8 am, to § p.m.”

Sehools,

“ There ave two schools (day), a Church of England
and & British; they are well attended. There are
also Sunday schools, at which the farm servants attend
regularly.”

Cottages.

“ The condition of the cottages is bad ; there are n
sufficient nuinber of themi, as few farm Tubourers are
employed. The cottages are not overcrowded, and
have plenty of water. ‘

“ Most of ‘the cottages have gardens,”

Rate of Wages.
“If regularly employed about 9s. per week ; if
occasionally, from 12s, to 15s.” o
70b. (A catch workman cutting & hedge in the road-

side told me he had 13s. n week, and was working by
the day.

’é‘wo road men told me they had 12s.a week.—
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APPENDIX C.—LABOUR AND SCHOOL RETURNS, WITH NOTES ON SCHOOLS.

. . . . Y - .. < 3 o ]
TapLe A.—Lasour RETURNS from 20 Farms situated in the Counties of PEMBROKE and CARMARTHEN, showing the Number, Age, and Sex of Persons employed on these Farms during the
Spring Quarter.

_ Extent of Farm Males. Femalcf.w o .
County., Union. Parish In Acres, Nature of Course of | Over 18. ' votal
- o ) Soil Hushandry, | Under] Between | Between | Between Over| Total | Under| Between; Between | Between j-—- ‘ Uw Females
Arable. | Pasture.] Total. - | 7e | s®i10 10815, 13818 | 18 | Males| 5. [ 8&10. | 1081313818 ypareq, UM -
| ) 5
Curmarthen { Llandovery | Cilyewm - - 75 75 150 § - - - 1= - -1 - - - - 8 8 - - ; — " _: (li l(;
s - | Llandilofawr| Llandebie - 450 210 660 { Variable -1 - ] - — 2 13 15 — — — 4 " * p
» < » =~ | Llanfihangel - 150 76 226 | Clay and loam jdeoume- -} — — — — 7 7 — — — —; 7 5 13
» -] Carmarthen | Llangain - -] 120} 180! 300 | Mixed - - |- - -] - — - ! 91 101 - - - 3 1 4
» - » = | Llangendeirne - 220 130 350 | - - -1 - - o} - - — 1 6 7 — - —_ - : = 8
n - » = | Llanguonor - 60 190 250 | Hleavy land - 5course- - | — 1 1 i g ‘; Occasionally. 3 g B M
” e . - N - 3 120 150 § - - - - - — - — —_— 2 : —_ —_ -— — — 3
v - Narberth - Eglw’yscummin- 269 48 317 | Red earth - i 3course- =} — — — H 2 3 — — — 2 -; _1 2
» - ”» - | Llandissilio - 29 74 103 Lin;e, rab, and | - - [ - —_ — — 3 3 —_ — — -
clay.
»y o= » - » - 79| 218 297 { Clay ond sand- | - - — — — 1 3l 4| — — —_ 1 - 2 2
Pembroke - » « | Lampeter Velfrey 96 154 250 | Yoam and clay | 4 course - -] - — — — 7 7 — —_— — — 4 3 3
» - ”» - ” » - 80 90 170 | Poor shallow ”" - — — — 1 3 4 —_— — —
loam.
w - » - | LiandewyVelfrey] 41| 196| 237 {On limestone ' - - S - — 1 - sl 9| — — - - 2 1 3
and clay. ! 2 N
”» - ., - | Ludchurch - 100 100 200 | Light - -~ - - -1 - —_ — 2 3 5 — —_— — — 2
" - » - | Minwere - - 25 255 280 | On Red sand- | - - - - —_ 1 i 3 5 Only at Dairy work.
stone.
3 - { Pembroke - | Stackpole- - 177 448 625 | Sandy loam - i 4 course- - | — —_— — - 10} 10 —_ — —_ —_ — 3 3
” - | Haverford- | Llanhowell - 208 63 271 | Gravel, sand, | 9w - - - — — 2 5 7 — f— —_ 1 — 2 3
west. and clay. i
”» - { Cexdigan - | St. Dogmell's - 223 110 333 | Secund dry seil 3 R P - — — 1 g 10 — — — —_ 4 4 8
Total - - -1 2432 ] 2,737 | 5160 ] - - .- - I 1 3 14 107125 | — - —_ 12 39 87 88
The following retarns are imperfect :—
Carmarthen | Carmarthen | Llangunnor - —_ — { | Toom,clay,and (1, (0o | 1 3 4 — —_ 2 2 4 4 12
Pembroke - | Narberth - | Llandissilio - 300 300 gravel. i i - - 1 6 7 — — — — [ — 6
Tanre B.—Lanotr RETURY, showing how the Employment varies during the Four Quarters of the Year on 18 Farms in the Counties of Prxnroxe and CARMARTHEN.
A - Males. Females.
creage of Farms.
s Over 18. Fotal
Between | Between | Between| Total Between | Between | Between ot
Arable. Tasture, Total, | UMerS 5810, |10 % 13.| 13 & 18.| OF 18| Males. [ VP48 g g0, [10& 13, 13&18. |y oo [ Un- | Females,
arrieds | married.
gpﬁns - - - - 1 3 14 107 125 -— — —_ :g ;;g ;sz 12?
: ummer - - ma — 1 3 16 109 129 — - — G
18Farms - -1 Antamn - - 737 5,169 - 1 3 17 | 107 | 128 - - - 14 2 44 | 100
Winter - - - — - 3 14 114 131 - — — 12 33 36 81

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (¢) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

NAKROM (GRV ‘SNOSHEI HNNOX ‘NIUQTIHO J0 INIANXOTIRT



. Fine
g
IN AGRICULTURE (1867) COMMISSION i~—EVIDENCE. Y25

Pasee C—Reruns of the Day Scuoovs in Narperta Usiox, Counties of PeMerore and CaryMarTnEN,  Pembroke and

Carmarthen,
. | Summer, Winter. Mr. Culley.
2 Number on Average Attend- Number on Average Attend- C.
- - Register. ance, Register, ance. J—
. Deseription| 2 - - -
Name of H Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. o
of &) ! ] A
RS . - ~. K 55 ﬁ"s A ] Y Q3 K3 .)"" —— :é"
Furish School. | £ s 18 §=3 =3 Phat B i:" = :2 = :22 g f‘f S L2 gt =
Z | 0P |518% 5|28 512 5|38 5|28 s 128y 8Y & 33
g S IB1ESis|Eol B iES 2 2ol 2 lESi2 1ESl2 858 ES
) S 2132 8 (3382 1221 & 83215 1221 8 Iag =32, 8 32
& < [PpEFBETIP BT A RT|R |ET|B 75 &7 &
i i { | i
1. Amroth- - | National | 889 | 2,878 9% 4112} 54 6 E 3: 81 4 16 f 9 { st 5 4| 6| 5
o, - |Disenting] . | , fMjl0i17i ot sj13f 7f1s 12t nle 0]l o0
3, Begelly- - | Parochinl [1,311 | 3,678 {151 10{ 20 f10110] 8115{ 6]15 10 f20li0f10 si1s] ¢
3. Blotherstone ~ | British - | 255 ] 2,366 | 26 | 40 { 18 | 24 |15 27 7 {16 ] 24 {3¢:18 2414 27| 615
4. Clarbestone ~ | - - { 191 1,588 No School.
5. Coedcanlas | - -1 185 ) 1,150 No School.
6, Ctinow ~ -} - - 70 352 No School.
7. Crunwear - | Parochial | 261 | 1,690 Small Preparatory School. No Return made.
8. Cilmaenllwyd. | British - | 640 | 4,381 22\ 15 i 18 lol 18 ml 15 } 8j22,15 i 18j10}j20114;:15] 9
" » A7, -l w s leolweloriuliaiio] 9f sleoitefaaializlie 9‘ 8
9, Cyfic - -} - 468 | 4,556 No School.
]

10. Eglwyscummin| - -j 260{370j10] 210} 51 3} 2] 4} 218}]3]7]6}3]2]4
11, Egremont -~ | - - | 124 1,006 No School.

12, Henllan - Am- | British 445 | 2,080 | 26 [ 40 ! 16 | 19116180] 133 17}26401}16 ! 19416 30;13}17
3 i : i
13. Jggerlg‘ton -f - - 634 | 2,343 129 20 | 271 920111 i 18 6]387 2 20 .35 19j21 19 2012
14, Lampeter Vel- | National 9511 5667 {3114 ,28115]22¢ 9 % 7] 8120 | 12 7 20 ! 10111 5 12} 4
frey. i i t } i
w oy britsh - | w | . 1] #lr2)s]sisielafols uisls 36| s
15, Yawhaden | - - 647 | 4,490 /26 128128325115 10: 14 7126 ; egfay 25f18 11 16) 9
16. Llanboidy -~ | National |1,744 | 10,666 43 1351383213413 { R 13137 33131 3134 20, 81118
w o » - | British - | L Jetfstesje]irjaiaofslaalsfes 161 1317 1
17, Llandewy Vel- | National 7001 4002124132 14 ; 9317 ; 9 t 12f 7]2 13 g 13, 11418 ) 10 11 9
frey. i : ’ !
. Amatisn -1 o1 o 112 9lw! efrot 7] sl 5] 18,13; 0fre 14% 9} 8
18, Llandilo -1 - -1 1261 1,132 No School.
19, Llandissilio ~ | Parochial {1,036 § 6,467 | 12{ 7| 16| &} 81 7121 5]15[10}17{12}§10! 814110
" ” - | Baptist - » w |=]=1={=]=1=i=]=]=]=1=]=]=i=]—1-
20. Llanfalteg - | National 3531 1866 | —~ | —j—}|—}—|—1—| =} =l —]—~]=—]— ]
21. Llangan - w -] 641 4952 8} 2f10] 4] 6] 2% 8] 3 Not been open in Winter yet.
22, Llangiydwen- | - -1 286 1,834 No School.
23, Llangolman -} -~ - 2821 2012 No School,
24. Llanyeefn -] - -1 416} 2,684 : No School.
25, Llys-y-frane - | Dritish - | 1681 1466 [ 19] 9 |16 | 8§15} 718} 5115] 94| 6§12] 6[10] 4
26. Loveston -1 - -1 122} 1,233 No School.
o7, Ludchurch - | Parochial | 264 | 1607} 5} 5) 5| 5} 4] 4p 4 4] 71 77 7[ 7] 6] 6] 6; 6
28. Maenclochog - | National 3061 2,754 121 116} 24 12115 7116 720721 15,2 ¢415{15110] 14
29. Marros ~ - | Endowed 10§ 5741241231012 7L} 53 3j15312 12 ‘ 10f ) 81 51 3
30. Martletwy - | National 7030 355112324 { 181 12]12[ 13110 6]30]20 19;14]16j10] 9} 8
31. Q}inwe{e -1 - - 99 | 1,957 | | (=1 =1 i\’o Si:hoo!.
32, Monachlogddu | - -4t} g6l —~j—j—f—~f{—~1—=}—-]l—-l—j—l=~j~l—|=}~-1~
33. Mounton ! o). - 40 330 No School.t =1=l =1
34. Narberth, North| National |1,717 | 6,084 | 54 [ 27 1 4912361261181 24 117147127130 3112712010 18
» » » ~ | British - » " 5612314022040} 151301 16])356 ! 23 40 922}42 17132 18
35, Narberth, South| " - €20 ] 3476 |37 (23 {34 (1424|1924 10]36 28|30 181182622 123
36, Newmoat -1 - A R T T e R R e R Bl e el e Bl e el e e
37, Newton- -~} - - 56 721 No Schoel,
38, Pendine - B -1 204 900 No School,
39, Reynoldston ~ | - -1 106 525 No Schoal.
40, Ro}t:cstou Wa- | Parochinl SR2 1 1,345 126 ) 4ty —F21] 4| T 128 7,12 f 323§ 5! 9 i 3
then, ' i
41, Slebech - - | National 280 | 4,586 125 | 1812211618 |15 {17 Z Miasiis 2 3 6118115 171 14
42, St Issells - ., - 1lo0e2 ! 3830 |6t| 6fcsl20|40| s{eoir0de1]| 6,65 23| 5is5]20
n_on - | Dissenting| " Duilt but not opened,
43, Yerbeston - | - - 118 | 1,894 \ No School.
€ T, i
91,373 126,139 {718 }164 {634 1‘373 470 [307 J440 (230 {684 488 lsss 403 155 %:m 399 l-.'sv
[}

Notes on Scnoors in Namserit Unioy. (The Tho income of the school, according fo a relurn
number refers to the order in which they stand in  mado to the avehdencon of St. Davids, i3 us follows :—

Table C.).
) £ s d
Endowment - <15 00
1. AMroTH PAnssH, Subseriptions - - 8 4 6
- hool - - 5
Population, 889 - Acreage, 2,078. School pence v 8_3
2R 1¢
71, There ave two schools, a national, and private £28 13 3
dissenting school,
The national school was built in 1360 and is Out of this sum the master receives 21/, a yenr, and
capuble of helding comfortably about twice as many has » cottage and small gavden rent frec.
children as wero in attendance when I visited it. According to the same return the number of
The master, who is not certificated, is of 27 years children on the books is 84, and average attendance
standing as & teacher. 56.
Q3

-
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Pembroke and  72. There is also in Amroth parish (at Stepaside)a
Carmarthen.  private dissenting school (with about 50 children on
e the books, several of whom conie from St. Issell’s

Mr. Culley. purish).

c.
O

a week, or 11/. 14s. per annum.

The master, Mr. Evans, says:—*%I have seven
children at 3d. a week, the rest pay from 1d. to 2d.
and two come free. They clean the school and do

3
<
&

other necessary little things.”

(There were 38 children in school whm I visited

it.—G.C.)

2, BEGELLY Parisn.

Population, 1,311 - Acreage, 3,878.

73. There is a parochial school in Begelly parish,
how supported I do not know, as the rector of the
parish who has charge of the school refused to give

me any information.

According to the master’s account there are about
60 children on the books, and an.average attendance
of about 40 (there were about 30 children on the

day of my visit).

The school is a miserable building, altogether unfit
for a parish school. The master who has not a certifi-
cate, told me that he received a salary of 121 and
what eclse he could make, which did not make his

income up to 304

3. BLETHERSTON PaRisu.
Population, 255 - Acreage, 2,366.

74. There is a good British school at Penfordd in
this parish, which is attended by children from the
neighbouring parishes of Llanycefn, New Moat, and

Clarbeston.

The master says there are about 30 children who

might attend this school who do not.

7. CRUNWERE.

Population, 261 - Acreage, 1,690.

75. There is a small preparatory school in this
parish held in the tollgate house. The elder children
attend the Amroth and Tavernspite schools (see

Amroth and Lampeter Velfrey).

12, HENLLAN-AMGOED ParisH.
Population, 445 - Acreage, 2,089.

76. There is a British school, with about 100
children on the books, in this parish, supported by
children’s pence and Government grant,

13. JEFFRESTON PARISH.
Population, 634 - Acrenge, 2,343,

77. There is a good school in this parish, at which
children from Loveston and Yerbeston parishes (which
have no schools) attend. The school receives no
Government grant, and is supported by Mr. Allen, of
Creselly, There arc from 80 to 90 children on the

books.

19, Lraxpissiio PaArisi
Population, 1,036 - Acreage, 6,467,

78. There is a small parochial school in this parish
mainly supported by Madame Bevan’s charity.

The Rev. D. Jones, says :—** The income of the
¢« school is 38/ per annum, and the expenditure

¢ 381. Gs.

“ Of this 35, is paid by the secretary of Madamo
“ Bevan's charity in quarterly payments to the
* master, and I pay 8/, o yearfor-tho master’s:house,
“ and a few shillings for repeirs and books.”

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.

The average amount which the master, a very
popular teacher (uncertificated) receives from school
pence, which is all the payment he receives, is 4s. 6d.

This school is held in a wretched building, and has
ubout 45 children on the books, The master is not
certificated.

79. Theve is also in Llandissilio an Independent
sckool taught by Mr. Stephen IWilliams. At the time
I visited this school there were about 30 children at
work, and at one end of the schoolroom young men
of from 18 to 25 years of age.

Mr. Williams is a very popular master, and gene-
ally has gome young men in his school whose educa-
tion has been neglected in their earlier days, or who
come to learn land surveying, ‘These young men pay
Mr. Williams, who is not a certificated teacher 6d.
4 week.

‘The average income of the school is 261, of which
20! comes from children’s pence and 67 from sub-
scriptions.

The school was built by subscription (Mr. Gower,
4 landowner in the parish, being the chief subscriber).
The master’s house was built by the furmers, whose
children Mr. Williams educates, Mr. Gower giving
the stone.

15. LLAwnADEN PaRrisH,
Population, 647.

80. Here is a National School with uncertificated
teacher. About 80 children on the books.

According to the Archdeacon’s return the income
of the school is from—

Subseriptions - - 2047 4,
School pence R Y

Master’s salary - - 320

14, LAMPETER VELFREY.
Population, 951 - Acreage, 5,667.

&1. There are in this parish two National and one

British schools, and no parish in Narbeth Union
provides better for the education of the children of
the labouring class, thanks maiunly to the Rev. R.
Lewis.
Mr. Lewis, says, “We have six boys and three
girls over 13 years of age, which are not given in
my return. There are very few children in the
parish over 6 years of age who are neither at school
nor at work ; the great evil is irregularity of atten-
dance, The part of the year when attendance is
¢ best is from November st to July lst,”

[
&

&%

i3

€

¢

16. LrAxsoIDY,
Population, 1,744 - Acreage, 10,666.

82. There are two good schools in this parish, the
National at Llanboidy and the British near Whitland
in a corner of the parish, providing education for
several children in Llangan and Cyflic pavishes.

The following is n copy of the School Inspectors’
Report, dated May 8th 1869 on Llanboidy National
School.

“The order in this school is exccllent, the effi-
ciency very superior. As regards management and
instruction this is quite 8 model school.”

The building is excellent and all the arrangements
in keeping, and it may be said that a lnrge proportion
of the children in Llanboidy parish are now being
educated at the expense of Mr. Powell of Muesgwynne,
upon whom falls nearly the whole of the expenses of
the National School, which are not met by the Govern-
ment grant and school pence, and’ those expenses are
very considerable. A school rate levied on the land-
owners would greatly reliove the one, who is the
mainstay of education in this parish. On the books
of this school, by a retwrn given to me, there appear
to be about 35 children over 13 yewrs of age.

The number o the régistér is about 190,

At the British Séhool, which i it o corner of tho
parish and is attended by children from two or three

Copyright (c¢) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.
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neighbouring pavishes, there are about 80 children Income. / Pembroke and
on the books. £ s d Carmarthen,
The following is the master’s statement. School pence - - . 11 4 0 —
“Lhe income of the school is derived as follows :— Other sources (no Govern- M. Culley.
ment grant) - - - 2170
£ s d — C.
School pence (1d. per week) S —_
nbout’ - ( I- - 16 00 21 0 o.
Subscriptions - - 28 00 Expenditure.
Government grant - - 40 0 O £ s d
—_— Salaries -~ - - - 31 40
£84 0 O Sundries - - - - 515 7
The subseriptions came from members of the com- £36 19 7
mittee and others in the neighbourhood who take an . . ——
interest in the school. This is according to Archdeacon Clark’s return.

“Two of the committee are frechold furmers ; they Children from Minwere (where there is no school)
give 1/ cach per ammum. The large landed pro- also attend this school.
prietors give nothing.” - -
35. NARBERTH NORTIl PARIst.

91, LLANGAY PARISH. 87. There is a National and British School in this

parish.
Population, 641 - Acreage, 4,952, The income of the Nutional School is (as nearly
a3 I could ascertain) :—
83. "The Rev. R. Jones, says :— £ s d
“ One school is newly re-opened, having been dis- Endowment - - - 3 0 0
continued for some time, with the change of curates. School pence - - - 900
“There are also two very superior schools in the Government grant - - 17 0 0
adjoining parishes, in both of which are certificated Other sources - - - 7 0 0
masters. We find it difficult to get a certificated mas-
ter, and it is severe, and unjust ¢ven, that old good £63 0 ©
schoolmasters do mot get Government grants, f(')l' Expenditure—
many of them are superior in qualification and have £ s d
had great experience in teaching.” Salaries - .. -7 0 0
Sundries- - - - 5 0 O
‘27. Lupcnorcn Parvisi. .« . s .
£75 0 0

Population, 264 - Acreage, 1,607.

84. There is a very small school in this parish, about
20 children on the books. According to the arch-
deacon’s return, the iucome is from—

The balance made up by the rector.

The British School is supported by Government
grant and school pence, and has about 100 children
on the books. The master of British school says :—
é s d “ But a very small proportion of the children attend-

Subseriptions - - - 611 0 ing’ this school belong ‘to the agricultural labouring
School pence - - -3 00 class. Out of 92 present this afternoon, the number
o belonging to that clusy is from 12 to 20, and, as far
£911 0 as I can judge,'there are about an equal number of
i i small farmers. . '
Expenditure— % s d “QOur children come chiefly from the town.”

StesecE Panish.
Population, 280 - Acrenage, 4,586.
£11 0 0 88, There is a National School in this parish almost

entirely supported by Mr. Philipps of Picton Castle,

. ) the school being situated near Picton Castle in a
The rector making up the difference. corner of the parish,

'
.
[

<o

(=

(=]

Master’s salary
Sundries - -

'
.
[
o
<

St: Yasers Parisa.
28. Magxcrocinoa Parism,

) Population, 2,022 -  Acreage, 3,830,
Population, 396 - Acreage, 2,754, 89. There is a National School near the church at
85. Tneomo of Nationn! sehool— . St. Issells, and a British School has just been built

at Snundersfoot.

Subseriptions - . . 9% 8 ((I) -On the register of the National School there are
School pence - . -2 0 0 about 150 children, and the income and expenditure
. were as follows for 1868 :—
Total - - 46 0 O . Tncome,
Expenditure— £ s d
xpenditure £ s d Voluntary subseriptions - 10 6 0
Salavies - - . - 5 0 0 From Jones’s Chavity - - 15 00
Sundries - - - - 211 0 From school pence - - 16 8 0
£5211 0 Total . - 4114 ©
The master has no certifieate, ‘ Expendihq-c. £ . d
N Master’s salary - . - 26 0 O
30. MARTLETWY PARISI. ‘ ‘ Mistresg's-salary - -~ - 12 -0 0
Population, 708 - Acreage, 3,551, Repairs siidsundries = - I'10 0
86. Thero'is: & National School, with -about- 100 C . tal © . 8910 0O
children on the hooks. B - . -
, Q4
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Tasre D.—Dax Scnool Rerurxs for CArew and Tarraris Parishes.

T 7 ! } Summer. ‘Winter.
2 I\’mnb?r on K Aver.(éc?\nend- Number on Average Attend-
- Register. ance Register. ance.
Name H i el
Name of ¢ g Boys. ] Girls. | Boys. i Girls Boys. ! Girls. | Boys. ‘ Girls.
0 o] - i — - + e - T
Union. s -8 g, b gy Sttt elsl g sl Slsl 2] 2
. Tarish. 2 g, = !rf-'-.xig <l = i“=--:s Ziegl S 55 2 i‘:-a 2 S = £
i g @ |, i8E| w38 =88] » |38}y S8 58l |88 5 |SE
bE | 8 |SiES S BE siEs slzal s 2 iES 2 (Es 2 lEs
£ £ |2 8|2 13l 182|281 2 52 2182|222 E |32
S 2 |SRBSRESEFSEFS BR S RS RT 5 R
—_ - - —
H
Pembroke - - | *Carew - | 993 ] 5,636 {31} 11|15]13}20]10 12{ 8 ~l— — —_—
Liandilofawr - | Taliaris - | InLlandilo. | 8] 47 9 3] 4} 2 7 i 21 8| 4} 9} 8] 6] 4 5} 3

* In Carcw Parish the Rev. Jobn Phelps says, There are about 50 children old enough to be at school who are neither at school

nor at work,

Mapaxs Bevan's Cuoariry.

e 90. Copy of letter addressed to the Assistant Com-

Mr. Henry
Tremenheere,

p.

missioner by Mr. T. Morgan, secretary to the
trustees.
Madame Bevan's Charity.
¢ Dear Sir, Cardigan, August 14, 1869.
Tue income of the Charity is about a thousand
a year, and it is applied by the trustees in payment

of masters and the assistance of schools. 'The Charity
is confined entirely to church schools, and the limits
are the whole of North and South Wales. The
trustees issue no report, and their accounts are passed
in the Court of Chancery sunually.”

EVIDENCE accompanying MR.

J. HENRY TREMENHEERE’S

REPORT on CARDIGANSHIRE, MONTGOMERYSHIRE, and

MERIONETHSHIRE.

CONTENTS.

[
.

Mr. John Davis, solicitor and land agent, Aberyst-
with,

Mr, F. Roberts, solicitor, Aberystwith.

. Rev. E. D, Phillips, vicar of Aberystwith,

G. W, Parry, Esq, chairman of the Quarter
Sessions for the county of Cardigan.

Rev. J. Pugh, rector of Llanbadanfawr.

. Mr. G. H. Thomas, master of the National School,

Penyparke.

. David Jenkins, agricultural labourer.

Mz, J. Jones, farmer.

Mcr. Daniel Thomas, farmer,

Mr. L. Williams, farmer,

Mr. Richard James, furmer,

James Loxdale, Esq., magistrate.

Mr. James Lewis, farmer.

Mcr., John Richards, schoolmaster.

Mr. John Miller, farmer.,

Mr, Daniel Thomas, land agent, Aberayron,

Rev. H. Morgan, Aberayron.

Mr. John Davies, farmer, Lampeter.

19. Mr. David Davies, Lampeter.

20, Mr. David Jenkins, farmer, Lampeter,

21. H. C. Fryer, Esq,, manager of the cstates of

Sir Pryce Pryce, Bart,

- Wi

b

O oK

10.
1L
12.
18.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

' 92, Lt.-Col. Lewes, magistrate.

98, Captain Philipps, magistrate,

24, David Howell, Esq., Machynlleth, Merionethshire.

25. Rev, G. Griflith, rector of Machynlleth.

96. Rev. D. Parry, rector of Darowen.

27. Rev. Joseph Hughes, rector of Carno.

98, Rev. B. Harris, Vicar of Lianidloes,

. 29. Rev. . W, Parker; rector of Moughtey.

| 30. Mr, John Peters, master of Pennel British School.

31. Mr, H. C. James, master of Aberllepunny British

School.

Mr, R. Gellart, land agent and manager of the
estates of Earl Vane,

Mr, W, Pugh, land steward of Sir Whatkin
Williams Wynn, Bart,

Mr, G. W. Grilith, merchant, Machynlleth.

Mr. Morris Davis, farmer,

Mr. John Owen, farmer.

Mr, Edward Davis, farmer,

Mr, II:]dwm-d Jones, farmer, Dolgelly, Merioneth-
shire,

Mr. W, Davis, farmer.

Rev, David Evans, Bala.

Mr, John Moore, farmer.

Rev, J. Mclntosh, rector of Llanerfyl.

32,
a3,
34,

35.
36.
37.
38,

39.
| s
| 42,

1. Mr,John Davis, solicitor and Jand agent, Aberyst-
with —I farm an estate of 120 acres in the neighbour-
hood of Aberystwith. ‘The custom of this county, iu
which small farms prevail, is to do the work of the
farm by farm servants hired by the year, and boarded
and lqgged in the farm houses, I pay my head man
16/, a year, Women servants are also hired into the
farm houses by the year, and they are expected to do
any out-door work that may be required of them,
They work not cnly in harvest time but in spring and
summer, planting potatoes, thinning turnips, and in
autumn pulling turnips, This is a poor county, and
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wages, unless in exceptional districts, are low. A day
Iabourer receives 15, 6d, a day, but although it is not
a part of the agreement he generally gets one meal a
day in the farm house, and sometimes two. The
cottages are indifferent; much improvement i3 wanting
in this respect. Most of the labouring cliss keep a piy,
and make a good profit by it; they are allowed to plant
a bushel of potatoes on the farmers’ land, for the use of
which they pay nothing if they provide the manure,
except two days’ labour at harvest. The labouring
classes are tolerably well off, although wages are
comparatively low, but the education of their children
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is very much neglected, The children of small farmers
and of agricultural labourers gencrally do not get
more than three months schooling in the year, i.e.
during the winter months. We are under great dis-
advantages with respect to education. The poverty
of the county generally tells against the support of
schools, and how can a poor labouring man on.low
wages with a large family afford to pay the school
fees? Government aid is much wanted in this part of
‘Wales, but it must be given on different principles
from those now acted on. The poorer distriets are
most in need of assistance, but they get none.

The average rent of land in Cardiganshire does not
exceed 10s. 6d. or 12s. Gd. an acre. Some arable
land in good situations lets for 20s, an acre, but except
near towns, where an accommodation vent is paid, this
is the maximum.

2. My, Frederick Roberts, solicitor and lund agent.—
I farm 400 acres in the neighbourhood of Aberystwith.
I employ no women or gangs of young persons or
children. A few are oceasionally employed in turnip
thinning or such light work, but not otherwise.
Further south a great many women are employed in
agriculture. Lpay my first class agricultural labourers
19s. a week, and 1ls. to ordinary labourers, wet or
dry. They rent cottages, for which they pay 2L a
year. The cottages are very indifferent. It is one
great want of Wales, The difficulty is the number of
small independent holdings.

‘The schools in the rural districts sufter from poverty,
and some of the parishes are so large that it is almost
impossible for children to attend school. The employ-
ment of children does not interfere with their educa-
tion ; the other causes do.

8, Rev. E. D. Phillips, vicar of Aberystwith.—I am
well acquainted with the social state of Cardiganshire,
having lived in many parts of it. I have never seen
any approach to the agricultural gang system. Women
work in the fields and children are employed for a
few weeks in stone picking, bird keeping, thinning
turnips, and setting potatoes; but I do not think
that these occupations interfere materially with their
schooling, where schools exist that are available for
them.

Children seldem remain longer at school than 13.
Many are hired into the farmhouses as farm scrvants
at that age or younger. At 14 or 15 they receive 5
or 6. a year, with their board. Most of the farmers
keep farm servants, boarding them in their houses.
The wages of a head man do not exceed as a rule
12l a year, and those of other servants 8l or 10/
The living in the farmhouses is poor; fresh meat is
rarely or never used. There are three meals a day, for
breakfast, coffee and bread, for dinner, bacon or salt
meat and potatoes, and bread with butter or checse
and butter milk for supper.

Day agricultural labourers receive upon an aver-
age 9s. a week, out of which they have to pay 2. a
year rent for a cottage, generally consisting of only
two rooms. On some farms a peculiar arrangement
exists, A farmer provides a labourer with a cottage
rent free and pasture for a cow, and for these advan-
tages he is bound to come at the call of his Jandlord
and work for him for 6d. a day. No matter if he
should be carning at the time 2s. elsewhere, he is
bound, on pain of forfeiting his cottage and pasture, to
work at Gd. a day for his landlord,

The condition of cottages requires to be taken into
serious consideration, Very few have more than two
rooms. The moral condition of the populution cannot
be satisfctory under such eircumstances,

4. G. IF. Parry, Esq., chairman of the Quarter
Sessions for the county of Cardigan.—In some parts of
this county women are much employed in agricultural
labour, and they arc & robust hardy race, I do not
think that such employment has angthing to do with
their morals, The kind of employment varies in dii-
ferent localivies. In some the work is rather heavy,
such as pitching dung into carts or lvading waggons
at horvest,  All women hired into the furm houses
are. hired as labourers in husbandry, and do out-
dour work as regularly as men, Children are not

24838,
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much employed, except at ceriain seasons, such as
those for setting potatoes and barking ; but in neither
case ought the labour to interfere materially with
school attendance, except for a short time. Schools,
where they exist, are taken advantage of ; there is a
great disposition in the people to give their children
the advantages of education and to get them on in the
world.

. The wages of an agricultural labourer may be con-
sidered lox&:, but considering the quality of the work,
I am of opinion that they are as high as the labourer
deserves. The Welsh “agricultural labourer is not
remarkable for his industry ; 1s. 6d. 2 day is, I con-
sider, a fair equivalent for what he gives. Fresh meat
is never tasted by day labourers ; oatmeal porridge,
potatoes, bread and cheese, and sometimes a little
butter or bacon constituting their common diet.

Farm servants live rather better than agricultural
labourers, but they rarely taste fresh meat. Farmers
prefer, where cottages ‘are available, paying their
labourers in money and leaving them to provide for
themselves.

‘The cottages are, generally speaking, very bad,
with mud walls and thatched raofs ; they are rarely
ventilated, but generally have a sufficient supply of
water. There is a tendency to the aggregation of
farms, which will gradually have the effect of improv-
ing the labourers” dwellings in this part of Wales.
Very few of the cottages in Cardiganshire have
gardens, and thuse are generally neglected. There
is no taste for gardening among the peasantry, nor is
the allotment system known.

5. Rev. John Pugh, vicar of Llanbadanfawr..—
There is not much demand for the labour of children
or young persons in agriculture in this part of Cardi-
ganshire, and when children do not attend schools it
is cither from the total absence of schools, as is too
frequently the case in the remote districts, or the
worthlessness of such schools as exist. Parents are
very quick in appreciating a good school, and will
make sacrifices to give their children the advantage
of it ; but they will nut send them, perhaps miles from
heme, to a bad one.

The great difficulty we have to contend with is in
starting schools. A great many parishes are really too
poor to find the requisite amount to entitle them to
Government assistance, and until the Government
takes the initiative I do not see how the educational
wants of this part of Wales can possibly be met.
I have three schools in my parish, which is a large
one, and they are well supported with masters ; but
go a few miles into the interior, and the dearth is
great indeed,

There is every disposition on the part of the clergy
to co-operate with dissenters in establishing schools,
and a spirit of mutual toleration is, I am glad to say,
becoming prevalent ; but the difficulty is the poverty
of the country. .

6. Mr. G. H. Thomas, master of the National
Schaol, Penyparke.—My school is a mixed school. I
have 350 on the books, of which about one-third are
girls. It is a church school in connection with the
National Society, but conducted on liberal prineiples,
t.e., We teach the charch catechism only to those
children whose parents do not object to it.  When I
first undertook the management of the school in 1845
1 did not know a word of Welsh, and there was only
one child who could speak a word of English. I had
to teach myself Welsh. The school is partly sup-
ported by the children from the agricultural districts,
but many come {rom the town of Aberystwith. About
3G children of agricultural labourers leave in April
and do not return until November, consequently they
are six months absent, and supposing they attend
regularly the other six months (which is far from being
the case), it takes two months to recover what they
have lost, so that practically they do not get more
than four months’ progressive instruction during the
year, and assuming five years to be the average dura-
tion of school attendance, these children do not get
more than 20 months' effective schooling during their
lives. Welsh children show considerable quichuess in
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learning, particularly in arithmetic. They have a
great dedire to better their position, qn(l their parents,
particularly those residing in the agricultural districts,
are very desirous of giving them the advantages of
education. Some of my scholars, the sons of small
farmers, come from a distance of eight or nine miles,
and lodge in the village for the sake of the advantages
of the school. If very poor, the earnings of children
at an carly age are of such importance to the parents
that they cannot dispense with them ; they could not
otherwise give them bread. Some of the boys of my
school go to sea for the summer months in the coasters
as cabin boys, &ec., and come back in the winter ; they
are the quickest and most intelligent lads. Several
who were educated at this school have become settlers
in New Zealand, Victoria, and Queensland, and are
doing well. When the parents are very poor we do
not enforce the payment of school pence, but give the
children a gratuitous education. In a large school this
can be done without being much felt by the master.

7. David Jenkins~1 am an agricultural labourer,
and can speak a little English. My wages are 1s. 6d.
a day all the year round, I am the owner of a cottage,
but it is mortgaged. It may perhaps be worth about
2. 10s. per year. Ihavesix children ; the three eldest
are grown up. None of them can read or write.
There is no school in the parish where I live, and if
there was 1 could not afford to send my children to it.
1 never get meat, except now and then a bit of bacon.
1 live upon potatoes, bread and cheese, and a little
butter. The labour of children becomes valuable after
10; = boy of that age can carn 11, 10s. a year, besides
getting his meals at the farm house. Children are
useful in tending cattle, weeding, &c. Educationis a
good thing, brt bread for a poor man is better.

8. Mr. J. Jones, Tanycastell—I farm an estate of
300 acres, chiefly arable land. Children of 10 years
of age are found useful on & farm, and they are often
employed for eight mouths together. They are
boarded in the farm houses for that period, getting 6d.
a day and their food, and return home for four months
inthie year, during which they can go to school if there
is one. There is no school in this parish, and the
nearest is 2 miles distant. There is a great disposition
on the part of parents to educate their children when
possible, The wages of farm servants range from 8/,
to 164, syear. The diet in the farm houses is ontmeal
porridge or bread and cheese for breakfast, salt meat
or broth with potatoes for dinner, and flummery (boiled
oatmeal) with milk for supper.

Women working as agricultural labourers earn 8d.
a day, and in harvest time 1s..6d. with their food.
They do everything that men are accustomed to
do but plough. Harrowing by women is quite com-
mon further south. Labourers’ cottages in this part
of Wales are in a very bad state, seldom having
miore than one room, which is divided for sleeping
purposes, and five or six beds are packed within the
compass of a few square yards. Many cottages were
pulled down in the last century to prevent charge-
ability to the parish, and others have not yet been built.
A few cottages have gardens, but very small ones,
Labourers are generally allowed to plant five or six
bushels of potatoes on the land of their employers. If
they find the manure, the use of the land is gratuitous;
if the employer finds the manure, the labourer is re-
quired to give three days labour in reapiog time for
each bushel of potatoes planted,

9. Mr, Daniel Thomas, Frendeg.—I farm an estate
of 106 acres, chiefly arable land, I have three lads
and three girls as farm servants. The females have
from 31, to 9L a year, according to age. The male
farm servants receive from 12/ to 20/ a year, which
is the maximum wages in this county. Women are
much employed in field work as day labourers, but
chiefly by gentlemen farmers, who think that kind of
labour the most economical. I am not of that opinion,
and I am opposed to the employment of females in
husbandry both on economical and on moral grounds,
I believe such employment to be a mistake. I think
it would be very desirable to place a restriction on-the
employment of young:fémales in out-door work,

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

The highest wages given to agricultural. labourers,
finding themselves, in this part of Wales, is 2s. a day,
and considering the quality of the labour it is high
enough. The labourers do not do their work con-
scientiously 5 their principal object seems to be to do
as little as possible for their wages, and they require
constant supervision. At the same time it is often
the fault of the masters, who do not make a sufficient
distinction between themselves and theirmen. The
people appreciate education, although many are too
poor to give their children its advantages, but most
parents would be very glad to keep their children at
school if they could afford to maintain them; but
they are frequently obliged by poverty to take them
away from school as soon as they can get them hired.
Children, if they cannot be kept at school, are better
with farmers than at home ; they are better fed, and it is
better that they should be employed than idling at home.

10. Mr, L. Williams, Rhoscellan.—I rent and farm
an estate of 500 acres, chiefly avable land. Y employ
neither boys nor girls on the farm, and women only
occasionally. About 15 women come from the
southern part of the county to help in the harvest ;
they bring their own sickles with them, and board and
lodge in the house. I pay them 1s. 6d. a day, with
their food.

1 have 14 farm servants, whom I board and lodge 3
their wages range from 12/, to 201 a year, according
to their age and qualifications. Al can read and
write, and most of them attend a Sunday school.

Day agricultural labourers who are worth anything,
can earn 2s. Gd. a day, or certainly not less than 12s.
aweek. Men are to be got for less, such as dis-
charged miners who know nothing- of-farm work.

The cottages in my parish are, generally speaking,
bad, seldom having more than two rooms, and there
are many withonly one.

11. Mr. Rickard James, Brynllys.—1I farm an estate
of 600 acres of mixed arable and pasture land. The
only women I employ in field labour arc my three
female farm servants, who do much of the work of thé
farm; they harrow and load manure carts. 'Their
wages are 7L a year, with their board and lodging. I
hire no boys under 16 or 17 years of age, but I
occasionally employ younger ones as plough boys.
I have four male farm servants living in-the house;
their wages are from 9/ 10s. to 20I., with food. 1
employ besides four day labourers, to whom I ‘pay
7s.6d. a weck, with their board. They live in-¢ottages,
for which they pay rent, and they have the privilege
of planting potatocs on ‘my land.” For each bushel of
potatoes, I finding the manure, they are required to
give three days labour at harvest time. Some plant
four or five bushels, and get enough potatoes-to supply
them for the year. )

Farm servants can save money if they please.  One
of ming; whose wages are only 9/. 10s. 2 year, has
now 150L in a savings bank. The attendance at
the schools in this. parish (Henllys) is very-good. I
do ‘not thiuk there is a child old ‘enough for school
who does not attend either the church or the British
school. If some boys leave school rather too young,
it is cither for employment in the mines or to go to
sea, which some do as young as 9 or 10. The cot-
tages in this parish are very bad, many have cnly one
room, and the gardens are very small,

12. James Loxdele, Esq., Llanilar, magistrate—I
have taken much interest in the improvement of cot-
tages for the agricultural populntion of this part of
Wales, and X have built and am building a-considerable
number in the place of the wretched .hovels, which
are the reproach of this county. All those ¥ build
have three bedrooms and o kitchen, pantry, &e.,
below. Such cotiages can be built for about 1007, or
1207, and a labourer is willing to pay 5/ a-year rent
for a good cottage. The desjré for iniproved cottage
accommodation is becoming general among the la-
bouring classes, Attention to decency is also becom-
ing more common among the people of this-part of
Wales, but the great impediment to progress is the
language, and the-advance of “English in our remote
districts is slow, : ’
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Education :is appreciated, and where schools are

available there is every disposition on the part of
parents, whose poverty is not a bar, to send their
Boys who have made tolerable

children to them.

progress in English generally leave the principality

and procure employment in Engalnd.

Children are very little employed in farm labour
until they enter farm service, except on grazing farms,

where they are employed from the earliest age for

six months in the year looking after cattle, &c., to the

great neglect of their education.

The number of small freeholds is very considerable
for Cardiganshire, owing to the frequent sale of
These smell propertics are farmed in
the most wretched manner, the owners possessing
The accommadation in the

crown lands.

scarcely any capital.

small farm-houses is insufficient, the male and female

servants generally sleeping in the same room.

18. Mr. James Lewis, Llanrhystedd.—I am a small

farmer and publican, and am well acquainted with the

state of the population in this part of South Wales.
Women are much employed in agriculture, and are

generally paid 8d. a day with their food. The wages
of day agricultural labourers are from 1s. to 1s. 3d. a

day, or ls.6d. perhaps if they are good workmen.
Boys are much employed in tending cattle from May

to December, and if hired are paid from 7d. to 8. a
day. Wages ave so low that it is impossible-for many
parents to send their children to school. They cannot
afford to pay the fees, however low, and a great many
children hereabouts never get any education unless

it is paid for by others than their parents,

14. 3. John Richards, master of the Llanrhystedd
school.-—This school is supported entirely by subscrip-
tion and the children’s pence. 1 am an uncertificated
I have 100 on the books, but the attendance
of the children for six months in the year is reduced
to less than one half. In April last the average at-
tendance was 50; in May, 43; June, 40; July, 38;
(August, school closed for holidays); in September, 24,
There are a great many children in this parish who
get no education, the parents being too poor to pay

master.

the school fees.

15. Mr. Jokhn Miller, Morfumaur.—I rent and farm

an estate of 400 acres belonging to the Earl of Lis-
burne. ¥ consider my farm one of the largest, if not
the largest, in Cardiganshire, and it consists principally

of arable land. I employ about 19 young women regu-
larly throughout the year, and I pay them 8d. a day

ordinarily, and in harvest 1s. 6d. They provide their
own food and reside with their parents in a village
They do a considerable
part of the work of the farm, weeding potatoes, topping
and tailing turnips, loading dung carts, pitching
I never
trust them with horses, therefore harrowing is not done
by them, as on many furms. As to morals, they are
neither better nor worse than others. There is a good
deal -of iilicit intercourse between the sexes in this
part of Wales, but it is the custom of the country.

about a mile from my farm.

sheaves, attending the thrashing machine,

There is no public opinion to check it.

1 cmploy regularly 16 men as labourers to whom
I pay 10s. a week all the year round, without any

perquisites, T employ no boys.

I think the small-farmers are-generally indifferent to
the advantage of -education for their children; much
more so than agricultural lubourers, who look more to

their children getting on in life; but the schools in
this part of Wales are not good. They are not suffi-

ciently looked after, and the masters are, generally

speaking, incompetent.

16. Mr. Daniel Thomas, Aberayron, land agent.—

The employment of women in agriculture in Cardi-

ganshire is not one half what it was within my recol-
lection, viz., a period of 25 years, and it will doubtless
Good agri-
cultural labourers can get 1s, Gd. a day in this district,
but of course there are inferior labourers who can only
The average value of land in the
county. is about"10s. anacre. The farms are generally
small, and the farmers possessing very little capital,
the caultivation 5 not, as a'rule, what it vught to be.

in the course of time altogether cease.

obtain lower wages.
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But there is an improvement of late years, and the
Welsh people are ready enough to avail themselves of
the experience of others whenever they can do so.
in the interior rearing stock is the chief business.
Dealers come into the county and buy for the English
farmers. The farms in the hill districts have extensive
rights of common, which enable them to raise large
numbers of cattle. They are fed in winter by a short
blackish hay made on the hills and carted down to the
homesteads for winter use. Children are much em-
ployed in looking after cattle.

Accerding to my experience the agricultural la-
bourers in Cardiganshire are sufficiently educated to
read their native language, and many can read English,
without, however, always understanding it.

17. Rev. H. Morgan, Aberayron.—1 quite agree in
the opinion which I hear has been expressed by Mr,
Daniel Thomas, that the employment of women in
agriculture has greatly diminished in this county within
the last 25 years.

It is not the practice to employ children much in
agriculture.  Nothing resembling the agricultural
gang system is known or, I believe, has ever existed
in Wales. The only empioyment of children which
interferes seriously with their education is by the
parents themselves, particularly the small farmers, who
keep them from school for quite six months of the
year. Out of the remaining six months available for
education ut least two must be devoted to regaining
what had been lost ; therefore, deducting the month’s
holidays at Christmas, and supposing the attendance
to be regular, such children get only threc months ot
effective education during the year. Among a certain
class of the population there is no disposition to
educate their children, probably from a disinclination
to see them grow up better instructed than them-
selves. This is a class that can only be reached
by a compulsory system, and the children of the very
poor can be only educated on a gratuitous system.
According to my experience as a diocesan inspector,
I think I may state that there is not a parish in this
county, unless it be a very small one, that is without
some kind of school. Good masters are, however,
rare. The obstacle to progress is the language.
Civilization, if I may so speak, is advancing from
two directions, viz,, from the coast and from the
English border.

18, Mr. Jokn Davies, Lampeter. —1 farm 100
acres, some arable, but chiefly grazing land. The
wages of day agricultural labourers are from 9d. to
Is. a day, with food, or from ls. 94. to 2s. without
food. A first class farm servant gets 161, a year,
with board and lodging. The employment of wo-
men in field labour is diminishing, 'There are great
difficultics in the way of educating children in this part
of Wales. Many of the parishes Jare very large, and
how can a young child walk perhaps three or four
miles in winter; in snow or rain, to school ? The
schools, too, arc but indifferent, and a poor man can-
not afford to pay more than a penny a week for a
child’s schooling. I am in favour of a compulsory
and gratuitous system of education. I think the Go-
vernment should at least afford assistance to the poor
man in educating his children,

19. Mr. David Davies—I farm an estate of about
180 acres between Lampeter and Aberayron, 'The
wages of agricultural labourers are 6d. a day with their
keep, or 9d. a day without it, but with the addition of
a cottage and garden, the rent of which is 1/ a year
and taxes paid. A cottager with a good garden is
generally able to keep a pig.  The cottages in the part
of Cardiganshire where I live are all built of mud, with
thatched roofs and mud - floors, most of them unfit for
a human being to live in,

20. 3r. David Jenkins, Blareneysweh, Lampeter,
—I vent and farm an estate of 80 acres, chicfly
arable-land. I pay my day labourers 1s. a day with
food, One of my labourers rents a two-roomed cot-
tage and five acres of land of me, for which he pays
Tl n'year. He keeps a cow. My two farm servants
have 121, a year each, with their board and lodging,
I pay niy day labourers froin 1s, 8d. to 2s. a day, with-

R 2

Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

&/

Curdigan,
Montgomery,
and Merioneth,
Mr. Henry
Tremenheere,

p.



Cardigan,
Montgomery,

and Meriineth.

‘.\ln Ilenry
Tremenheere.

P

132

out food. 1 keep two women servants, to one of whom,
who is chiefly a domestic servant, I pay 74 10s. a year,
and to the other, who works out, 5. "The children of
small farmers are employed from an carly age for
many months in the year in tending cattle.

ol. II. C. Fryer, Esq., manager of the estates of
Sir Pryce Pryce, Bart.—The employment of women
in agricuitare in this county is decidedly diminish-
ing, but the female farm servants still do a consider-
able part of the out-door work of farms. In harvest
time also a considerable number of women come
from the southern part of the county and carn good
wages with their food. In the barking season women
and children are much employed; but it is not the
occupation which children thus occasionally obtain
that interferes with their education ; that avises chiefly
from the poverty of the parents. A graduated scale
of payment, which should be adapted to the means of
the parents, would bring many more children to school.
In some cases it would be necessary that instruction
should be provided gratuitously. There is every dis-
position, so far as my experience goes, on the part of
the poorer classes to give their children the advan-
tages of cducation, but the difliculties are great. In
many parishes there is no school, and there is no
person of sufficient influence to take the initiative in
providing one.

Children certainly as a rule leave school too young,
but there is a natural desire on the part of poor people
to be relieved of the burthen of maintaining thewn. It
would be a most important step in education if some
adequate inducement could be held out to boys to con-
tinue their school attendance, if only for 12 hours a
week, until 14.

"The generality of labourers’ cottages in this county
are certainly very bad, except in the neighbourhood
of the mines, where muny good ones have been built
by the miners, both for their own occupation and
as an investment ; but there is little improvement
in the rural districts, The miserable character
of these cottages is attributable to the fact that by
far the greatest number have been built on lease
and many by squatters on the wastes. Of the 500
cottage tenants of Sir Pryce Pryce not more than
40 pay rack rents, They arc either the owners of the
freehold or long leageholders.

Cottagers are indifferent about gardens, and when
they have them they negizct them. I do not know of
any instance of the allotrient system in this county,
Small farms predominate in Cardiganshire, and the
competition for them is great. \Wages vary consider-
ably in different parts of the county. Here they
are about 12s. a week ; further south 9s. is more
common.

29. Lt.-Col. Lewes, county magistrate.—Boys are
seldom empleyed here as in England.  They are some-
times hired to scare crows, but are diflicult to obtain
for this purpose, as they are generally kept at school
until chey go to service in the farm houses. Some
farmers take youths at 10 to save wages, and as far as
my knowledge goes they are well and fairly kept.
Girls are employed more than boys, and are in
demand for tending children. They go out as young
as 10, and when at a more advanced age, if unmarried,
they enter farm service, and they are employed in
field as well bouscheld work ; they live as the men
and at the same table with the farmer, and are usually
engaged by the year. They feed pigs, tend cattle,
are expert in using the epade, and in many other
occupations usually assigned to men, With respect to
the employment of children in outdoor work it is not
the practice of this county. They go to school, and
their parents do not like to take them away until they
go to service. The occupation of girls in furm houses,
though laborious, is healthy, Bred up in poverty from
their youth, often even without sulficient food, they
gladly enter service wheve the labour is only what
they have been accustomed to, and where food,
clothing, and wages are everything,

98, Captain Philipps, county magisirafe.~— Great
progress has been made of late years in supplying this
county with schools, but there are s_till many of an jn-
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ferior character, 'The agricultural population on the
whole do their best to give their cluldren the advan-
tages of education, but there will always be some
who neglect that daty, for which 1 conceive the most
eftectual remedy would be for the State to require
that no child should be permitted to work for hire
until he has obtzined a certificate of being at least
able to read and write. This has long been my con-
viction, and I should be glad to find it carried into
cffecct.  Children are not much employed in this
county on farms, except by their parents ; gangs are
entirely unknown.  On my property and in the parish
generally boys are ewployed as herd boys during the
summwer months from the age of 9 years. Givls are
also so employed ; I employ one occasionaily as a
herd, aged 11 years.

I pay my day labourers 1s. 6d. a day, with a cottage
rvent free.  Women I pay 9d. a day. They are em-
ployed not in consequence of any deficiency in male
labour, but because their wages are lower and their
fabour for many purposes is as cfficient as that of men.
The hirings of farm servants are by the year, and tuke
place at the hiring fairs, which are held in the prin-
cipal towns of the county. The farm houses are very
deficient in sleeping accommodation. I know of many
where the men and women sleep in the same loft with-
out any separation, and there arc many with merely a
row ot bhoxes between them, OQur petty sessions are
much taken up with cases of bastardy arising out of
these defective arrangements.

The coundilion of'cottagesin this county is very much
to be deplored.  They are much overcrowded, and the
moraiity is very low, but much ore so among the
farm servants than in the poor cottages. The cases of
profligacy that often come before magistrates at petty
sessions would scarcely be credited.

24. David Howell, Esq., solicitor, clerk to the guar-
dians of the poor, Machynlleth.—The county of Mont-
romery has two very marked social divisions ; in one
half Welsh is almost exclusively spoken, in the other
English. The rivers Severn and Vyrnwy form the line
of demarcation between these districts. In the one part
English manners and customs prevail, in the other
Welsh, There is in both these divisions a marked dif-
ference from the adjoining county of Cardigan. Women
are scarcely at all employed in agricultural labour,
except in hay-time and harvest. I cannot speak with
confidence as to the employment of children, but I
have no doubt the children of smal! farmers are re-
quired at a very carly age to assist in the work of the
Tarm.  The farms are generally small in the Welsh
portion of Montgomeryshire, but in the English divi-
sion there are some considerable holdings.

With regard to cottages it must be admitted that
this county, although formerly contrasting with some
others in the principality, is far behind modern re-
quircments, Speculators build on a very inferior plan,
and cndeavour to gain the maximum of profit with
the minimum of outlay ; neither ventilation nor de-
cency are considered. It is n landowners question,
and public opinion and a sense of duty will alone
correct the evil. A great number of cottages in this
county have been built by squatters.  For many years
the encroachments were disregarded, but most now
have to pay a smail rent.  There is a great desire on
the part of cvery agricultural labourer to possess a
house of his own, but a landlord in granting & building
lense ought to insist. upon such a plan being adopted
as will be conducive at least to decency and health,

25. Rev. G. Griffith, vector of Machynlieth, dio-
cesan inspector of scheols.—I think there is very little
cause for complaint with regard to the attendance of
children at the schools in my district. It is not the
custom to employ very young children- in field work,
and in this county wages, owing to the mines, are gene-
rally so good, varying from 12s. to 155, a week, that
parents, unless in the case of a very large family, can
generally pay the school fees without difliculty. In
some poor mountain districts perhaps the case may be
different, for the swall sheep farmers ure very poor,
lead very hard lives, and work their children sooner
than is good for them, 'Taking the county of Mont.
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gemery as a whole, the condition of its population
is one of well being; the labouring classes have
nothing to complain of, except perhaps the state of
their cottages, which are very bad. I wish I could
say that I was aware of any cffort Leing made to
improve them.

26. Rev. David Parry, rector of Darowen.—Boys
go to service here from 10 to 12 years of age ; they
arc lodged and fed at the farms where they work.
If a boy can be weil fed and well cared for at home,
I should say that 12 was quite young enough to enter
farm service, but if he cannot be so cared for, the
sooner he goes toservice the hetter for him.

No young females arc employed in farm work in
this part of Wales, and women only during the har-
vest, when they lend a helping hand in the field.
As accasional day labourers they do no greater amount
of work than to enable them to pay for the land which
the farmer has lent them for the planting of their
potatoes, which is generally as near their homes as
practicable. There is a national school in this parish
open the whole of the year, and two others during the
winter. They are not taken advantage of to the
extent that could be desired, not owing to carly
labour, but because the parents cannot be led to
appreciate the advantages of education,

27. Rev. Joseph Ilughes, rector of Carno.—Boys
enter farm scrvice at from 9to 18 years of age. I con-
sider from 12 or 13 would be a much more suitable
age. Girls are employed as young as boys to take care
of children and in the general work of farmhouses.

98. Rev. B. Harris, rector of Llanidloes.—This is
a manufacturing district, and the town boys are cm-
ployed chiefly as jiggers in the surrounding lead
mines ; girls are also employed as woollen weavers
in the factories, as hand loom weavers at home, and
Jjiggzers in the lead mines.

I think that no boy or girl ought to leave school
until 13 years of age, but the parents here are too
poor to dispense with their earnings. There is con-
siderable indifference on the part of the poor as to the
education of their children.

Theold cottages in this place and neighbourhood
are wretched hovels, but the new ones are very much
better ; very few have gardens, and the only accom-
modation they have is the privilege of planting
potatoes on the neighbouring farms, within a radius of
three miles from the town.

29. Rev. I. IF. Parker, Vicar of Moughtey.—Boys
arc ot much employed in this parish except to help
their parents at busy times, or for driving sheep
to pasture. They are thus employed as young or
younger than 12 years of age, GCirls are not at all
cmployed except at harvest time to help their
parents ; the same may be said of women, who only
go out to- field work at harvest to assist their
husbands, There is a Church of England school in
this parish, well conducted by a certificated master ;
there is also a dissenting school held in a meeting-
house. 'When the children become useful the parents
are apt to keep them at home, or only to send them
to school for the winter months, Some of the cottages
in this parish are tolerably good, but they have not a
sufficiency of rooms to properly scparate the sexes,
and they are not well ventilated.

This is a hill.parish, the farms are small, the largest
being let for 1204, a year. The greater number are
quite small, the houses often no better than cottages, the
farmer and his family doing most of the work, keeping
no servants, cither male or female, only a few day
labourers boing occasionally hired.

80, Mr. John Peters, master of Pennel British
school.—This being an agricultural distriet the em-

. ployment of children in early labour affects the achool
attendance considerably, theve being something con-
tinually going on to require the children’s help, With
few _exceptions, agricultural labourers remove their
children from school before they are 12 years cf age,
as soon, in fact, as the farmers will take them. ‘The
children of the labouring classes pay 1d. a week for
schooling, hut when several come from the same
family even that is.too much for them to pay.

Generally, the labouring classes strive to let their

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

children have a little schooling. Small farmers are
not so careful in this, and many of them deny their
childrew any instruction whatever.

Sl. Mr. I C. Jumes, master of the Aberllepunny
British school.—This school, being in the centre of a
mining district is not affected by children being em-
ployed in agriculture, The great drawbacks to edu-
cation are, firstly, children being taken carly from
school, and, secondly, lack of regularity. "If the
legislature should pass a measure ensuring these two
desiderata, this school, and dozens of others, would be
ten times more efficient.

It is very important that a school should be con-
veniently situated ; many children have to walk to
this school four miles.

The children leave for the quacries at the age of
12; but more depart before 12 than remain over 19,
The parents of only a very few children are too poor
to pay, except where there is a very large family of
cight or ten children. The attendance is smallest in
December and January, stormy weather and distance
keeping the children at home. I have secn only
12 in school out of 93, the average attendance.
There are no agricultural labourers here, but many of
the quarrymen, having received no education them-
selves, think their children may do as well without
ity and therefore dow’t care about it. My firm belief
is that some kind of compulsion must be used before
many parents will send their children to school, and
they must also be compelled to send them there
regularly.

82. Mr. Richard Gellart, Machynlleth, land agent
and manager of the estates of Earl Vane..—\Vomen are
very little employed in ogriculture in this or any other
part of the county of Montgomery, except at harvest
time, and a few children perhaps for about three
weeks in the barking season. Boys are taken into
farm service at 13, and occasionally earlier, they are
also employed at a very early age in herding oun the
hill farms. ~ The wages of day agricultural labourers
in this neighbourhood are from 15s. to 18s. a week ;
in winter from 13s. to 14s. The price of labour in
this district is affected by mines and quarries; in
other parts of Montgomeryshire wages are lower, say
from 10s.to 12s. a week. ‘The majority of agricultural
labourers here live fully up to their wages, and as
regards saving, they are little better off than if they
got only 8s. a week ; they are quite able to pay for the
schooling of their children. Farms range in this part
of Montgomeryshire (Machynlleth Union) from 204
to 200l a year, from 50/ to 60/ a year being the
average.

Cottages are very indifferent, most having only two
rooms, and there in a great want of cleanliness among
the people. There is a great deficiency of privies,
not only among the cottages,but in older class of farm-
houses, Many of the old cottages have been built on
long leases and arve very bad, but all that have been
lately built and are now building on Lord Vane’s pro-
perty are arranged or an approved plan, with suitable
outhouses and accommodation.  Thereis no taste for
gardening among the cottagers, and their gardens are
generally badly cultivated or altogether neglected. I
am not. aware of the allotment system being adupted in
any part of Montgomeryshire. It v ould only be ap-
plicable in the neighbourhood of a wanufacturing
town, Agricultural labourers who are married can
generally get permission to plant a few bushels of
potatoes on the farmer’s Jand ; it often forms part of
the hiring agreement,

Barley bread or oat enke was the common bread
of labourers and farm servants in Montgomeryshire
20 years ago, now they will touch nothing but
wheaten bread. The practice of giving xalt meat
ag the only animal food prevails, but the effect of
such a diet is probably counteracted by the quantity
of farinaceous food consumed. Morals are, from my
experience as a poor law guardian, improving,

83, Mr. William Pugh, land steward of Sir Watkin
Williams Wynn, Bart.—There is a great difference as
regards the employment of women in agriculture
between Cardiganshire and Montgomeryshire. They
are very little employed in the Iatter county. There
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are a'great many small freeholders'in Montgomeryshire
owning estates of from 20 to 80 actes; where -they
cultivate by their families. The smaller proprietors
make up their living by the addition' of day labour,
but a man with land enough ‘to keép two cows, with
the ‘addition of a sheep-run, can get on without being
himself an occasional day labourer. The farms on
Sir Watkin Wynun’s property range-from 102 to'220L
ayear. There is no desire to dininish thé numbér of
small farms; they provide aliving for a gfeat niimber
of respectable men who-would' athérwisc be forcéd:-to
remain day labourers all their lives. The sniall firmers
of from 152 to 20l.'a year rent combiné the employ-
ment of an occasional day labourer with their holdings:
Wages of agricultural labourers range from 13s. to' 14s.
aweek, and first-class farm servants get from:15/. to 192
ayear. The cottages on SirWatkin Wynn’s-property
are in a satisfactory state, most of theni having four
rooms. -Gardens are very little valued, as a labourer
can generally get the use of land from a farmer to
plant potatoes. In the hill districts the cottages are
yery bad indeed, being both small -and dirty, many
quite unfit for a human being. )

* Education is very much appreciated by the labouring
clags for-their children. In the:parish where I reside
(Llanbridwyn), of which the population is'2,180, there
are two schools, 2 National and a British. The former
has 100 on-the books; the latter 120. Botlrhave very:
good masters,

84. Mr. G. W. Griffith, merchant, Machynlleth.<—
I have resided 18 years in this neighbourh¢dd, and’
although I don’t now farm I'am well“acquainted-with
the farms of ‘this. district; which range from-'30L to:
100 a: year: Female farm servants do rot ns-&
rule attend cattle, but only pigs, nor are théy much
employed in out-door work, except at harvest, Their
wages ave from Gl to-8L a year. All farm servants live
upon salt meat, but eat wheaten bread in this district.

We know nothing of agriciltiral gangs, public or
private, in this county. Many of the old farm houses
are very badly provided with-sleeping accommedation,
and in some cases I have known the men put to
sleep in an outhouse, but thatis the'exception. The
cottages in this neighbourhood-are very bad; and’as a
tule are badly drained, badly ventilated, and without
privies. Those in villages are the worst; in the
country districts they are'a trifling degreé better. T
do not see nny progress made in ‘the direction of”im-
provements. 8/. a year is the Jowest rent thit T'know
of being paid for a two-room cottage in this part of
Montgomeryshire; -

85. Mr, Morris Davis, farmer.—~I rent and farm:
about 100 acres of mixed arable and pastiire-land,
with a sheep walk of 50 acres in® Merionethshiré, T
employ two men farm servants dnd‘one woman-and-a'
girl ; the wages of the nienare12/;10s,; and-of the:
feihale farm 'servant 8/, To the girl; who is 16 -yedrs
old; I'pay 3l a year. My servantshave four-meals a
diy ; bacon or salt beef for- dinner, oatrieal jorridge:
for breakfast and supper, with ‘bread’ iade of tivos
thirds: barley and -one-third wheat. "Women-are em«~
ployed-as day labourers in-my neighbourhood-only-in.
harvest time; when they are paid 11s, a wéek withi
theiffood. Boys-are only-¢niployed nfter ‘they-enter
farm service at 12 or 13 yeats -of agé, " The cottages
in the place where I reside (Coiirt) are bad; but I
have, seeu worse in-other parts. Most have two
rooms with #°loft in‘which some of the fainily sleép,
The flodriiig of the cotfages is of brick or flags.” Tliere
is a school in my parish but many of the ‘pecple-arée’
too poor to bé able to send their children® to it, al-
though more are ready to make any éxcuse, stich as
want of ‘clothes, for not doing-so, They ought-to be
compelled to send theit children to school; -

"86. Mr. John Ouwen, farmer, Fenegosi—In my
neighbourhood the ‘farms ‘averagé alout:G0/, o year
rent, and aré partly arable and-partly-pasture;- Wheat,
barley anil’ oats:arc-groivn chiéfly for*home consump-
tion, but there is generally a surplus-of wheat which
is sent tonarket, 'Children- are-only:ciployed when
hirea by:the ‘year, generally whén-théy are 12-years
old; Parents are too ofien indifférciit'to’the éducation
of “their -childrén, abd -seiid théhi out’to-service too
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young. I should say:that the farni- sérvants ‘i ‘this
county live well, :and the salt meat diet doés not
affect their health. Thie bread commonly used:in-my
neighbourhood is madé of-half barley-and half-wheat:
The farm houses are’ bad; and ‘in a great many thére
is no separation of the sexes, the rooms: of the tiiale
and female servants opering' into each -other-and
the door not Jocked. Much inmmorality is-the consé~
quence. A great many farmliouses are without privies
and the tenants will not ptovide them, saying it-is-the
affair of thelandlord. The cottages are worse than the
farinhouses, and there i8 little improvenient noticeable:
My parish i§ without & day school of any-description.

87. Mr. Edward Davis;farier.—~I[ reside four miles
from Machynlleth, and rent a mixed farm: of 100
acres. The average wages of day agricultaral labourers
are 12s. a Week all the year round. The résult of my
experience is that the labourinig -classes are-desirous
of educating their children wheré there are -good
schools,'but the want is- good ‘schoolmasters. The
raté of wages’in this.part of Montgomeryshire is so
good that there can be no excuse on the ground of
poverty for parents not sending children ‘to school.
The state of education among the labouring classes
is fair. I should say that nineteen-twentieths can
read their own language, and about oné-hulf can' write
it. English is making progress.

The cottagés are very bad, none having more than
two réoms,; but the small farmhousee in-the hill diss
tricts are worse than the worst cottages. Many are
five ‘miles- from any school, corisequently it is impos-
sible for the -children of these small farmers to obtain
any édacation whatever. .

88. Mr. Edivard Jones, Dolgelly, farmer: and -Ina-
keeper.—Boys-are not generally hired by the year in
this neighbourhood before 14 years ‘of age, but they,
get occasional employment dufing the spring and.
summer months. *Girls ar¢ hired as domestic servants,
but'it is always iunderstood that they are- to assist'in’
the outdoor work of the farms. They are taken into
service when about 12 yedars old. Women are em-
ployed very extensively on all-the farms.

It would be very desirable  to place'a limit on the

age at which -boys should-be permitted .to work for
hire on farms, and I think 14 would be the proper one:
I'would‘impose-a similar limit as to females, becaise
they are employed when very young, and' the hours
of labour are for them often-exceedingly long.
" "The cottages in this part of’ Wales ‘are very bad,
and ‘very inconveniently situated with' réspect to the
farms. They -are built without thic least regard to
ventilation, and are-often ‘overcrowded. Gardens are
rare, and' in most cases the cottages have rot-an inch.
of-ground - beyond what théy stand upon: )

‘89. Mr, Willian; Davis, Lianfachreth, Merioneth-.

shire, farmer.—In:this -parish boys arc hiréd ds‘farm
servants from 12 years of age -aniljupwards, but.
farmers employ their -ows childreh at'a much earlier
age, Girls-go-out as-scivantsat 9 years of age anid
upwards to ‘dssist 'in ‘indoor work, such as nursing
childreii, &c., and-at about 11 yearsof age-in outdoor
work. ‘Women servants' are -emplojed i agriculture
generally. ’
+ Tt would ‘be very devirable if possible that Lioys
should not be allowed to be hired' as servants under
15 years of age, but they might be allowed to be em-
ployed by-théir parents,.on condition that they wre
sent ‘to school for a portion -of the year. I:think:it
desirable to place the samé restriction on female
children, and that. girls should not be employed-in
heavy and dirty outdoor work, and ‘that ‘they should
not-be employed after 7-p.m. . .

‘There is oné sehdol in ‘the middlé- of *this parish
sufficient for 50 children, which 48 bt -to-be put -
unider Government inspection; ‘but a§° the parish is
large, there are -portions of it -eitivély. unprovided
with the means of education: -~“The-existing school is
not:taken advantage of-principally from its distance,
the indifference of “parents hag nlso-somo-effdet. « -~

Very few cottages in-this‘patish-<have gardeiis, the
bést'have smal) portions of Jand; uhout-two ov three
poles, the-great majority-have:pdne. .

C 40, Rév. David Frvdns, ‘Baly; Merionethshire,—
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Boys are employed in agriculture at all.ages ia_ this
neighbourhood. ~Girls are only so employed in hay-
time and at corn harvest. I should be disposed to
fix the age at which boys should be-allowed to work
at 10. This parish is 13 miles lorig by 8 miles wide.
Allr thé schools are in the ‘town, at_ong eéxtremity
of the parish, with the exception of a small rural
school, which is' closed in summer. The means of
education, therefore, are very scanty, -but I belicve
people would take advanitage of schools for their chil-
dren in winter if they werée accessible. ‘The causes
of-non-attendance in summer are early-Jabour, and-in
some instances the utter indifferencc of parents, par-
ticularly of such as are illiterate themselves.,. The
cottages in this parish and the small farm-houses
generally have ounly two rooms, one for cooking and
eating, the other:for a dormitory. The consequence
is that morality is.at.a veiy: low ebb, _

Most of the cottages have small- gardens, but in
consequence of ignorancé and indifference they are
badly cultivated, and.yield very liitle profit. -Privies
are hardly known.

41. Mr. Johns Moore, ‘Kerry, farmer.—Boys -are
not employed: in this parish in agriculture before 10
years of age, when: they are hired by-the year, com-
wencing ‘on 1st of May. No girls are.¢mployed in
outdoor work, nor do women work -on the land.
Boys, when-they go out to service, live -and board
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with- their employers ; they generally gIo out first as
wagon boys and to assist the cowman. I would place
the limit at which boys should beallowed to work at 11.

There is a national school at each end of this parish,
and an endowed school at the village of Kerry, which
is free to all poor boys and girls. In the national
school 8d. is the charge for the first child, 2d. for ‘the
second, and' 1d: for-the third, so that for a family of
three it costs the parents 6d. a week. ‘The attendance
i$ fair, 'but I think that early labour affects it greatly ;
indifference on the part of parents cerfainly does, and
1 should fully approve of compulsory education.

42. Rev. J. MelIntosh, rector of Llanerfyl. —In
spring and autumn many boys of the age of 9 to 13
are employed in this parish picking stones, scaring
birds, with plough horses, &c. Young girls, from
10°to 12 jears. of age, are very commonly employed
in picking.stones:and binding corn sheaves, If any
restriction should be placed on the age at which
children are to be allowed to work for hire, I think
12 for boys and 18 for.girls would be desirable. The
school and the domesiic hearth are best for girls.
There s an endowed .school in this parish within
reach of .about half of the. children of my parish-
ioners, but it is not- taken advantage of to the extent
it should be. Poverty often induces parents to send
their children to service too young, much to their
detriment in point of morals,
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MONMOUTHSHIRE.

At the Monmouth Board of Guardians held at the
Board Room, Saturday, November 9th, 1869. Present :
S. R. Bosanquet, Esq., Chairman ; Captain G. Griffin
‘T'yler, banker, Welsh Newton ; Captain Davies, the
Garthi; J. A. Rolls, Esq.; Rev. R. Jackson ; Mr.
J. E. Hali, occupier, Mitchell Troy ; Mr. O. 8. Wil-
liams, occupier, the Vauxhall, Monmouth ; Mr. Leo-
nard, occupier, Cross Ash; Mr. Webb, occupier, St.
Maughan’s, Mr., Howells, occupier ; Messrs. Walters,
B. Price, &c.

R. Boyle, Esq., Assistant Commissioner, attended
to gather evidence on the employment of children,
young persons, and women in agriculture,

The Chairman, S. R. Bosanquet, Esq., of Dingestow
Court, in the pavish of Dingestow, introduced Mr.
Boyle, and put the questions as they are set down.

Question 1. At what ages, and at what times of
the year are boys employed in agriculture
on your property or farm, and in your parish
generally ?

Mr, Hall.—No boys are cmployed in my neigh-
bourhood.

The Chairman.—X should say as my experience
that the children not employed here are those under
12 years of age. 1 should say that all boys above 13
years of age on an average, and some above 12, and
some not until they are 14, are all employed. They
all go out, do they not ?

Mr. Hall.——Yes, I think so.

Captain Tyler.—I think co.

The Chairman.—That is, they go into the farm-
houses and live. .

Mr. Hall.— Quite so.

Mr. Boyle.—What work do they do ?

M¢., Hall.—DMind horses and waggons.

Captain Tyler.—Boys are used for odd jobs, such
as minding the pigs and so on. They keep the crows
off in' Herefordshire, and at 15 they begin to drive a
team. :

Mr, Boyle.—Are they ever employed to keep crows
off or to drive a team under 12 ?

The Chairman.—Yes; we cannot get them at
school.

Mr. Hall.—I think we should treat the questions in
a general sense, not take exceptional cases. I do not
think, as a general rule, boys under 12 years of age
are employed ; in fact, to say the truth, they arc no
use.

Mr. Williams, the Vauxhall, near Monmouth,
farmer,~—We want some one to mind them,

The Chairman.—They are sometimes employed to
set potatoes and to pick up potatoes,

Captain Tyler,—Very little,

Mr. Leonard.—T think I can answer for two parishes
that there is not a boy under 12 years of age sent out
to work, that is, Llantillio Crossenny, and a good deal
of Skenfrith.

Mr. Boyle—Have you not to send them out for
odd jobs sometimes, say, in the sowing season, or
when apple-picking is about ?

The Chairman.—~We can't get them at school,
Unless they pay their penny -on the Monday morning
they won’t go to school at all during that week,
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The Chairman.—You wiil have about 30 on the
books, and not more than 20 attend,

Mr. Boyle—What ages would they be ?

The Chairman.—From 18 to 14.

Mr. Boyle.—And they live in the house, Isuppose ?

The Chairman.—Yes.

The Chairman next put the question of wages.

Mr, Webb.—I generally give them 31,

Mr. Boyle.—Of course living with you ?

Mr. Webb.—They have their food and everything.

The Chairman.—There are a great muny who do
net get their food. I think they generally work a
little with their fathers, and get 1s. or something like
that a week.

Mr. Webb.—There are three or four kept in St.
Maughan’s now regularly. { have two now, and pay
them 11 a year each.

Mr. Boyle.—Do you ever employ any who do not
live in the house ?

Mr. Webb.—1I do not ; I can’t get them.

Mr. Boyle.—Ts that the usual complaint ?

Mr. Hall.—That is the general complaint,

The Chairman.—A man’s wages are about 12/, a
year in the house,

Question 2. Are girls so employed, and if so,
how many, at what ages, and in what cccu-
pation ?

The Chairman.—1I should say not ot all,

Captain Tyler.—They are hardly employed at all,
except by their parents, and they send them out into
the woods. ‘That is as bad as anything can be. Chil-
dren get into more mischief by being sent into the
woods than by anything else. They pick up whatever
they cau find and arc spoiling the hedges.

The Chairman.—Then, you see, we have a great
quantity of coppice wood about here, and when this is
cut there is a quantity not fit for other purposes, and
they cut it and make faggots of it.

Captain Tyler—It is a bad thing for the women
and children.

Mr. Webb.—And a bad thing for the farmer whose
lands adjoin these woods, We suffer from it.

Mr. Boyle—In what way is it a bad thing for
them ?

Captain Tyler.—Because they get into a free-
booting, roving sort of habit. They would rather go
to the woods than go to school a great deal.

Mzr. Boyle.—I suppose you have little girls who go
apple- picking and minding crows ?

Captain Tyler.—Scarcely at all. Sometimes a little
girl will go with her brother, but I never see a girl
by herself.

The Chairman.—The women who pick my potatoes
take their children with them to help them.

Mr, Leonard.—The children are never employed on
form work, ‘The wemen are employed, and they go
with ihem,

Mr. Boyle.~I suppose the parents got the job and
the children go with them ?

Mr. Leonard.—Of course, for company.

Captain Davies.—~Even that, I should say, was
exceptional,

The Chairman.—I should .express it in this way 3
That there are 30 naimes on the ‘books of the scliool,
and we do not get more than 20 to attend, They are
generally going about,
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Mr. Boyle.—I suppose some are kept at home while
the women are out to take care of the children ?

The Chairman.—Yes, that is so. Some mothers
will'not insist upon their-going to school at-all. They
indulge them.

‘Mr. Boyle.-~- Has poverty anything to do with it.
Can.they always get their penny ?

The Chairman.—Yes.

Question 8. To what extent are women so employed ?

Mr. Hall.-~We:have great difficulty in getting the
wives to work, They stay at home and depend upon
what their hisbands.earn,” I have four cottages, and
1 can only get one woman-to work. They do a little
work in hay-making time, but not so wuch as they
used to years back.

. Captain Tyler.—Couching, and so on, they sometimes
do.

- The Chairman.—TFat is an exception.

Mr. Hall.—I suppose some people have a happy
knack of pleasing them. They won't work for me.

Mr. Boyle—You find in some parishes a great
many go out and do a little in fine weather.

Mr. Hall—In hay-making time they do.

Captain Tyler.——And in weeding wheat.

Mr. Howells (farmer).—All women work out in
Herefordshire.

Captain Davies.—There is a great deal of difference
between Herefordshire and Monmouthshire in that
respect.

Mr. Boyle.—What other work do they do ?

Mr. Webb.—They couch, sir.

Mr. Boyle.—Do they work during wet weather atall?

Captain Tyler.—The women can’t do anything in
wet weather.

Mr. Boyle.—What wages do they get when they do
work ?

'll‘he‘Chairman.—-IOd. a day about our part, regu-
larly.

Mr. Howells.— They get 1s, a day about us, and
their drink.

Captain Tyler.——That is in the harvest, is it not ?

The Chairman.—10d. aday is the regular pay about
us,
Mr. Hall.—You will never get them to work in the
hay-field under 1s.a day. I have to give them about
that during hay-time,

Mtr. Boyle.—And their drink in hay time? Do
they look for that when they work ?

Mr. Hall.—Yes.

Question 4. To what distances do the children,
young persons, and women cmployed on
your farm and in your parish gencrally go

: to work ?

Captain Tyler.—They won't go very far, it must be
convenient,

The Chairman.—They are all within reasonable
distances.

Mr, Boyle.—Do they mostly live on the farms ?

. The Chairman.—The cottages are not generally
upon the farms.

Captain Tyler.—A great many of the labourers’ cot-
tages are built on the waste fands ; on patches taken
in from the roads, and so on. On the Buckholt,
the Kynim, and Trelleck, they are all what we call
squatters.

The Chairman.—Many of the cottages are built by
the sides of the ronds; but all, one way or the other,
weré originally squatters,

Mr. Boyle.—Are n great part of them then free-
hold ?

Captain Tyler.—Some: pay coterent; but most are
freehold,

Mr. Boyle.—~That ought to make it better for them,
for they have no rent to pay.

The Chairman.—They have good gardens too. In
the_ Forest, for-instance, that is so.

‘Captain Tyler.—I think the labourer in this district
is very well off, because coal is cheap, and“there it
plenty of wood: to be got; there are also plenty of
cottages at a-modérate rent,

Mr. :Leonatd.—If we have any alteration made by
Governtient, we shall have them good for nothing;

24838,
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they go to school at 12 and 18 years of age, and when
they come from there they choose for themselves
whether they will go to service or not. In some
parishes there is money left to apprentice them

Mr. Howells.—It is the most difficult thing in the
world to get alad to work. If you thrash him that
makes-it werse again.

) Mt Leonard.—I don’t think we want any inquiry
here,

The Chairman.—The rule is, that their mothers
slpoil them; there are a great many complaints about
that.

Mr. Leonard.—And if you thrash them and go to
a magistrate; they will say you took the law into your
own hands, and you must not do it.

Question 5. What are their hours of work ?

Mz, J. E. Hall.— I don’t think you will get the
women to go to work before 8 ; and they work about
nine hours.

Mr. Boyle.—~And have a dinner hour in the middle
of the day ?

Mr. J. E. Hall.—Yes.

Mr. Boyle.—Any other interval ?

Mr. J. E. Hall—No.

Mr. Boyle.— And the boys, do they go out the
same tinie us the men?

Mr. Hall— The boys go out earlier than the
women ?

Captain Tyler —That is about 6 and 7 in the winter.

hMr. Hall.—Then they have two meal hours out ot
that.

Captain T'yler.~~The; have their hours the same as
the men.

The Chairman.—In harvest and hay-time they
have extra time to work, they work later, and get extra
pay for it and extra food.

Mr. Hall.—You wen’t get them to work a mirute
after the hour or a minute before. It did not use to
be the case.—They used to be at the beck and call
of the employer.

The Chairman.—That is av 6 o’clock ; they go out
at 6 o'clock and leave off at 6, and in the middle of
the day they get their meal times.

Mr. Boyle—"The boy who keeps birds, I suppose
you can’t let him go away then ?

Mr. Leonard.—There are no birds in this county ;
it is not like in some counties.

Captain Tyler.—There is not here, as there is in
Herefordshire, a great deal of spring sowing. When
the wheat is sown in March you must do it.

Mr, Boyle.—Why is it; do you think that you
can get on without these boys ?

Mr. Leonard.—\We havn’t got rooks here, nor much
game, nor much spring sowing, as they have in many
places. In some parts you have to keep them there
from daylight till dark; but in this county it is not
the same ; they go at 7 o’clock in the morning and do
what they like, and come home in the evening just
the same. There are no regular hours in the county
of Monmouth for boys.

Question 6. Is it desirable to place any restric-
tion on the age at which boys should be per-
mitted to work on the land, and if so, at
what age would you place the limit ?

The Chairman.—Thero is no occasion for any re-
striction.

Question 7. Ts it desirable to place any restric-
tion on the employment of females, and
especially of the young, in agriculture ?

The Chairman.—Young women are never employed,
and the old women will take care of themselves, I
don't think there is any restriction needed.

Question 8, What means of education are pro-
vided in your parish for the children of the
agricultural labouring class? Do they take
advantage of thom ?  If not, are there any
other causes besides early labour to which
you attribute their non-attendance ?

The Chairman—That, you know, will be different
in every parish.
Mr. Hall.—Most parishes have schools.
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Mr. Leonard.—1I don’t think there are-better places
in the world for education than this county. You
don’t get any parish without two or three schools,

Captain Davies.—1 don’t think.there is a parish in
‘the county without a school. :

Mr. Leonard.—\We have three with us. Thare is
the Baptist school, the Church school, and the charity
school. :

Mr. Boyle.—Do you find the labourers send their
children t6 school? °

Mr. Leonard.—Yes. :

M. Boyle.—Would that be the rule everywhere ?

The Chairman.—It is rather difficuit to get them to
school somerimzes. © The parents indulge them.

Mr. Boyle—Do you think: the pareats indulging
them is the one great reason ?

-The Chairman.—Ob, yes. They--generally keep
them at home for their own convenience. ]

Question 9. («.) What is the condition of the
cottages in your parish and- neighbourhood ?

Several guardinns..—Very good.

The Chairman, — Very good would not coincide
with the opinion of some people. What do you con-
sider a good cottage ? In our parish they generally
have a room and a half down and two rooms up.

Mr. Webb.—\We have in our parish generally two
réoms down and three up ; thut is, Rockficld and St.
Maughan’s.

- Mr. Boyle—You think what there aré are good,
but there are not enough. ’

Mr, Webb.—Certainly, and the farmers are injured
by-it. :

Mr. Rolls—The general complaint is the want of
cottages.

Mr. Webb.—They pay no rent, and some build for
themselves on the Duke’s (Duke of Beaufort’s) pro-

crty.
P T?m Chairman.— The character of these cottages
is good.

Mr. Boyle.—Do you find they are good if they are
built by themselves ?

Mr, Leonard.— There are some very good cottages
among them, sir,

The Chairman.—They are improving. The class
of coutages they used to build were composed of a

kitchen down below and a little side room; two rooms

above going up to the ceiling, which was of thatch,
Nothing is better than thatch, but thatch is not so
much employed now, they use slate.

Mr. Howells.—1I rent one of my cottages to onc of
the men in my employ, and it contains a kitchen,
a parlour, o pantry, a back kitchen, and three or four
rooms up.

Captain Tyler.—~What is the rent ?

Mr. Howells.—38/, a year. I let it to my-waggoner.

The Chairman—I find now ‘that they build the
cottages on a better scale than they used to. Instend
of the upper window being under the gable they put
them under the eave and ceil theit house,

Mr, Boyle—The cottages of the squatters, are
they good ? ’

Captiin Tyler~—Some are good and some are very

Mr. Boyle.—Do you mezn that they have only one
or two rooms ?

Captain Tyler.—In some there are no partitions up-
stairs,

The Clerk.—Oné of these cottages was sold the
other day for 137,

(b.) Are they sufficient for the supply of the
labour reguired ?

Captain Tyler.—I:should say they were.

The Chairman.~I think there is a little difficulty
about us, . .

Mr. Leonard~—Yes ;. I think there ought to be
more cottages, we should have a betier sample of
Jabourers it we had more cottages.

Mr. Webb.—In Llangattock and. St. Maughan's
we are_badly ofl' for cottages.

Mr. Boyle.—There are not enough. Do they come
from the town to work ?
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Mr. Webb.~No, sir, we must pick: theth up.whiere
we can; and we are bound to keep the men-in the
house. .

Mr. Hall.—In_the parish-of. Mitchell Troy there is
a lot of cottages. .

_Mr. Boyle~—It is a very general cistom abdut this
district, is it not, to have your.labourers-living.in the
house ? N R

The Chairman~——Every farmer.has got-two or:three,
that is, in.a tolerably sized farm: The .rest live out
but the unmarried ones live in-the Kousel- - - «

Mr. Boyle—No marricd ones live:in.the-house ? -

The Chairman.—Oh, no. - o T

Captain Davies.~—It is & custom;-though.very much
on the decrease. ) .

Mr. Boyle~—As the accommodation in-the cottages
improves ? :

Captain Davies.~I- suppose so, or :else: their habits
are altered; - E
_ Captain Tyler.—The farmers don’t like to have them
in.the house, and they don’t- keep: the. number they
used to. . Co

The Chatrman~~Those in the house work when
they are wanted, morning and.night; thie out-door
ones are restricted to 6 and 6. o

(c.) Are they conveniently situated: with réspect
to the farms ? ’

Generally.

(d.) Are they overcrowded, and have any evil
results to morality come’ under your notice
. in consequence? o
Mr. Boyle—Is there any overcrowding in the
cottages ? ' )
Mr. J. E. Hall.—Not that I am aware of.
Captain Tyler—Oh, no. ) )
Captain Davies.—About West Dean, Ithink, they.are
a little ; but that affects the raihing population instead
of the agricultural population, ; )
Captain Tyler.—As a rule they ave the proprictors
of their own cottages. )

(e)) Are they well suppiied with.water, and well
ventilated.

The Chairman.—The ventilation is generally bad,

Captain Tyler.—Yes, generally; if there is a window
that opens they will fasten it up.

The Chairman.—If you had the best ventilation in
the world they would stop it up.

Captain Tyler.—It is not the fault-of.the cottages ;
it is the habits of the people, ,

The Chairman.—As for water, they always go to
the well for it. This is a well watered country.
There is always a well within a reasonable, distance,

Captain Tyler.—This country-is so undulated. It
differs every holf mile, R

Question 10. Have all ‘the cottages /in your
arish and neighbourhood good gardens, or,
in default-of- gardens; have all the tottagers
allotments of Jand conveniently situated for

the use of Inbourers and their families ?
Captain Davies.—They have éverywhere, I'should

.
2

say. s ,

The Chairman.—As theyare squatters they generally

have some:little garden, :
(This concluded the Inquiry.)

2. Supplement to Meeting of Monmouth Board
of Guardians,

Monmouth Market, November 9, 1869,
Farmer, log.—“1 mean to tell you, sir, that the
labourer heve is better off than any Government
Commissioner sitting beside a table,  Why are they
so well off sir? Why, they: are-independent,:and
that is as much or more mor you nor-f can say we
are. He gets his money, his 125, o':Saturday night,
and he pays his debts,.which:is more»than you nor
me nor many anothér can. alwaya.say.. What.we do
want; sir, is more cottages. . We. farmers;couldn’t
well say it in there, because there, was.Iandowners
-and farmers. mixed,. ‘What cottages:we,.have got-is
«plenty good enough, but.what we do want.is more

~a A moa oo
aasazxazaan
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“-of:them. “The- people are-well enough off in this
«.county and in the adjoining. Can’t séé why they
“are not so well off in other eounties. Must be some
& bad'management-somewhere: I:hope-you will give
“ a good report of our county, sir.” j

\ 8. Mr: Wherrett, occupier, Newland—The riite of
wages is rather:lower close to Monmouth than towards
the- forest. “There they will often get 125 a week
and liquor, having to pay 5l. or Gl for-a cottage. At
the mines they will often -make 1/.-a week, but do not
get drink., They work ‘by job work. Work is dlso
done insgriculture by job work. A man will-often
get 10s. an acre for reaping. The people in a miked
mining and agricuitural district are not so conterit as
in a purely agricultural district. ‘They are more idle,
and spend more money in drink: - In the forest agri-
éaltural wages are a full shilling higher—=12s, and
cider. They:are d better set-than the miners, who
drink o great deal more. Those with the best wages
are not always-the best off. ‘

4. Mr; Williams, solicitor, and clerk of union, Mon-
mouth,—Up towards the Graig soil heavy and wet,
and -you eanndt get-women -out; besidés, few tuinips
up theré ;-cannot feed it offt More work towards
Raglan, but little beyond-turnip work.

- iGenerally have a boy-to help lead the horses; be-
gins at 12 or 13 worth about-8l.'a year; and taken
to live in the house. They don’t stay long in same
sefvice. There is a scarcity of boy labour, and they
go awa?r to other places; there is a scarcity of labour
altogether. If w boy gets ina scrape he goes off to
the liills, There is three to one as much arable as

asture in the district. There is not much bird-

eeping. Farmers are very fond ef covering o field
with. string, and it answérs very-well. The average
wages are about 1 1s.,-and- two quarts of cider a day.
Yourcannot value the cidér at more than 4d. a gallon,
therefore the cider drunk is equivalent to ls, more.
Farmer drinks-the same, :

No harm comes of the liiring fairs except the militia
were out.  Now it is tuken care that it should not be
at the same time-; -and-last time there were not more
than a case or two of drunkenness before the magis-
trates, \Wonien -often only hire themselves out from
mopday:to mopday, and:.go -back: to'the samé place ;
they will have their day out, and that the mopday, as
a holiday, :

Many offilintion cases; more in the Ragiwn than
Skenfrith division, but.'probably not more thon ‘half a
dozen in a year altogether. -

A-deal of harm comes to the town people, prin.
cipally to the- boysand girls, from going *to wood,”
fie;,'to' gther:wood,a sort of gleaning. The distance
they:go is-about two-hiiles, A good-many-spend all
their time thus. It is usually for firing, but-at certain
times they arc allowed to cut bean-sticks. This goes
on mostly-in the Forest of ‘Dean, coming down within
two miles of Monmouth.

PAnisit or GROSEMONT,
Population, 700. - Acrenge, 7,000,

5. James Lane, M. D., Grosemont—The cultivation
is mixed, far from good, but improving: The four-course
systeniis followed: ' The gredter part of the lnnd is ju.
ferior pastiife:devoted “to'the reariiig of 'stock, Boys
under 13 are very varely eibployed: YoiingWwomen are
‘never employed in' this ‘héiglibourhood on -the farms.
Qccasionally in the haymaking season and karvest a few
grown-up girls and “women ar¢’ so employed, Too
many of the «girls stay at- home nd are spoiled by
their parents, who indulge them much in this-class of
life. Very bad results follow. When'Dr, Lane first
came: the women used to work.a grest deal. more than
they do now;, they would come down afler midnight
so-asto do a long day’s working at. a farm. They
.work now to a trifling extent, for they manifest a great
deal of indifference as to employment of any kind,
¢ T auv told-jt is considered as inferior for a Woma to
“ uiterid and:-do the washing of an. esiablishinent.
“When. women-.are employed their hours -of work
- are-fipt-many,-as they gencrally perform their own
« household duties before they leave home, and re-
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“ turn carly in the evening for the same purpose.
¢ ‘There is no school at present, which is the more to
“ be lamented becduse thece are very many children
“ in need of it, and the money left to provide the
“ ieans of education, 8001, may be-considercd liberal
¢ in a small parish.” The old master i§ gone, and the
new one not come yet. The dissenting Sunday school
has about 70 or 80 children. There is a middle class
school, but no sons of lubourers at that. Sons of
farmers and shopkeepers come from other parishes.

‘“Some of the cottages are wretched hovels, not fit
« habitations for human beings ; several have been
« suffered to fall into decay.” Two reasons are
assigned for this : one the fear of ponchers, the other
the wish to throw the rates on another parish; but the
latter reason does not operate now. There were a
great many small freeholds along the road, but most
were bought up and pulled down. The people cling
to them as long as they can, long after they are
mortgaged. Thereis not, however, such a want of
labourers’ cottuges here as in many other places. The
farmers do a great deal of the work with servants
living in the house. ¢ They have all gardens.”

-

-

Parisn oF LrancarTock VIBONAVEL,

6. John Allan Rolls (son of owner).—Populaticn
of parish about 500; acreage, 4,138. Cultivation.
mixed, “Boys about 10 years of age are employed’ in
‘ driving with the plough, ¢ keeping’ birds, minding
‘ pigs. ‘The greater part of the year boys of that age
‘% are employed on the furms ; those so employed
¢ generally board and lodge with the farmer.” No
girls are employed, and women only in harvest, There
13 a go od National and Sunday school. The cottages
are in a fair condition, sufficient for the present re-
quirements, und tolerably conveniently situate, All
have gardens, some good, some bad.

Parisu or Lrantizio CRossensy,
Population, 748 - Ares, 5,951 A.

7. Hon. F, Clifford-Butler, farms Colone! Clifford’s
home-farm, called the Park Farm, because originally
old Raglan deer-park, about 870 acres, of which
about half is arable, but grass preponderates in the
rest of the parish,—Lwploys three women among the
swedes and in harvest, &e., and gives them l1s. a day,
Very respectable all of them. ¢ Very few women in
« this parish will do outdoor work on 1 farm, although
“ farmers are often pressed for want of more haunds
“ during the haymaking and harvest, No girls are
« employed on my farm, nor am I aware that any
¢« girls in this parish are employed in outdoor work.
“ Girls enter service in farmhouses from 14 years
“ upwards, but, with very few exceptions, their work
“ is confined to the house, On my farm a boy of 13
“ or 14 years is sometimes employed to keep crows
¢ from a newly-sown field. In this parish boys very
“ generally go into service at about 14 yenrs old, and
“ in most instances they live in the farmbouses, un-
“ less their parent’s cottuge is near at hand.” The
cottages are moderately good, and sufficient in number
for the supply of labour which can be obtained, Many
young able-bodied men leave the parish for work in
the mineral districts,

s

8. Extract from Diary.

Friday, 28 October 1869,

At Colonel Clifford’s home farm saw two women
working on one field cutting turnips with a boy;
the eldest was a wmarried woman, Mrs, Jones.
“ Only work for Mr, Butler; like to do it; is cutting
4 off the tops of the swedes, The boy is hers; he is
% 8 years old; is siipposed to be keeping crows in
¢ the other field, * Here, you be off to the other field.
“ He goes to school; will 'be going back to school
% now.” Asked Mr. Harvey yesterday if he could go
“ next week, but Mr, Harvey says ‘he will want him,
% Wants a cont for -him very bad to keep him warm
¢ this cold weather, It is almost too cold for him
¢ keeping birds now.” Mrs, Jones has a husband a
good deal younger than herself ‘in receipt of 25, 64, a
day wages ; she herself makes 1s.'a day, so she is very
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well off. The other woman was a younger woman, and
had been out at service.

9. Rev. David Davies, vicar of Llaatilio Crossenny.
—Boys are sometimes employed as early as 9 or 10
years old ; but as a general rule they are kept in the
parish school until 12 or 13 years of age. There is
an endowed grammiar school, free to the children of
all inhabitants. There is bardly a farmer’s or la-
bourer’s child who doesnot attend the school ; some of
them, especially small facmers’ children, do not attend
as regularly as could be wished, in consequence of
being occasionally at farm-work. Labouvers’ children
are also cmployed at different seasons crow-scaring.
As a general rule boys who leave school early make
the best agricultural labourers. Those who continue
at school until they are 13 or 14 ycars of age very
generally obtain situations on railroads, in gentlemen’s
service, and in the police force.

Girls are seldom if ever employed in agricultural
labour ; they are gencrally engaged for indoor servico
not younger than 13 years of age. About three-
fourths of the labourers’ wives of this pavish are
employed in farm-labour. No_restriction necessary
as far as this parish is concerned.

In the months of July and August small gangs of
people from Herefordshire, 'nccon'npunied by dirty and
ragged children, come to this parish for turnip-hoeing.

16. Schoolmaster ~Find the children taken away
during the hay and corn harvests. Sometunes .get
them for a short time between the harvests. Holi-
days are given in August for the harvest, and after
that comes the potato-picking and apple-picking, and
after that do not get them till November.  After that
they stay pretty well till the mowing begius,

We sce little of small farmers’ boys in the working
season. Being a free school the people know they
can send their children any day ; it is not important,
as when the money is paid on Monday, for them to
come the whole week ; many will come only 20 days
in the year.

It is not general to take the children away very
young ; labourers will sometimes leave a boy till 12
or 14 years of age; but most go rather earlier. Small
farmers will take them away altogether at 16 or 17,
but their attendance while at school is more irregular.
One farmer has four boys, whom he worked very
coung ; it was on his own farm,  Girls stay as long as

oys, and few of them do field-work except what they
do with their parents They are, however, much kept
at home while their parents are at work; this is
serious from May to November,
Total on books - - - 98
Average attendance - - - 70

In summer the average attendance is about 20 per
cent. less than in winter. ‘There arc more boys than
gitls, some of the latter being kept at home for nursing.

11. Mr. Roper, furmer and bailiff to Colonel Morgan
Clifford.—1. The boys here ate a little better off than
in the neighbouring parishes ; there is o marked diffe-
rence in the conduct, they are better behaved and
more respectful, We have never had a boy under'13
in the farmhouse. They are not wanted to drive
plough now. The soil is light, and ploughed with a
pair of horses. Used to want a boy for ploughing
with oxen ; but that is gone out now. They are
employed keeping birds for a month, and sometimes
help their parents among turnips, We sometimes
have had gangs of seven or cight boys from Hereford-
shire to do the turnip-hocing, and some children
among them are only 8 years of age, poor and. emaci-
ated looking ; but never sec them less than 8 ; all appear
to be related, the little ones scem to be younger
brothers. We find in this county no respectable man
ever changes employment, The ordinary wages are
125, and two quarts of ¢ider. A good man often
makes 18s. a week, We keep two.men; give victuals
two months in summer,” Give a cottage, which is
valued at 2s. & week, Employ their wives a good
deal,-and give advantages, o

Don'’t employ womer as-much now machinery has
come in, Wemen work by the piece, cub thistles,
pick potatoés, &c. Give preference to labourers’
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wives. We are particular as to character. Think.
the woman who comes .out better and more healthy.
looking than the woman who stays at home.

woman too lazy to work is too lazy to take care of
the home. -

Farm 800 acres, which require four men -and. a boy
to ma.age ; oue man and a boy live in:the house, We
have four cottages, more than wanted;.'we let themn
to other farmers, - .

Boys about 10 keep birds. Boys left.alone:or in
large families get to work at 8 or 9, and buckle -to
agricnltural pursuits and are more satisfied ;. but there.
is an.ambition to keep the children at school and raise
them. They turn out well generally.

There are many small farmers, whose children work
harder than labourers’ children.

No girls work out.  We keep two in the furm ; they
come to service at 18 or 14, except in large ‘families,
where perhaps a younger girl will go to nurse. ‘They
donot cften go out. At Llanarth, where there are many
Irish; o farmer will take his wife and children, both
boys and girls, out to dig potatoes. There are-rare
instances of girls going out. One up at White Castle
goes out; she had a child, and- her mother took -her
out. The women are generally a good class; not
many drunkards, There is not one case in four where
a woman marries in the family way.

Towards Clytha all the land is ploughed ; but here
about half and half. Half the parish is ‘a very stiff
soil, the rest-light.

Scarcely a case wlcre not quite sufficient nccom-
modation in cottages. Morals are good, and children
of the two sexes are kept apart,

12. Sydney Miles (age 18).—Father is a farmer;
farms 60 or 70 acres. Works for father ; first hegan
to work at 8 or 9; do a little of everything. Work
about four months in the year; chiefly drive horses
for. the plough,

18. Thomas Powcll (13 next Junc).—Began to
drive horses at 6 years old. Farmer only gave me
victuals at first ; began to. pay me. something about
three years ago ; gave me 2/, a year.

14. Jsaac Price, docs not know his age ; between
12 and 13,—Works for father ; father farms:170 acres,
Drives horses for father. Does not know how old
when began,

15. George Iowell (age 12).—~Works for father ;
father is.a farmer; drives horses for him, always drives
horses, Has three brothers, one of whom'is.younger,
he is at school. Began to work ‘at 8.0r:9 ; used.to
come to school before ; likes -to.come-to school best ;
does more work than school, Keeps crows sometimes;
takes:15 hours to keep crows ;.comes:home to.dinner,
Father farms about 15acres, Only meand my brother
work. Found whin I began I couldimanage the hotses
all right, | :

16{; Jlizabeth Pugh (age'11).~—Goes:haymaking for
father. Father is a furmer. Frightens birds off :the
wheat ; does it in winter and spring ; does not like
doing it very well ; goes out after breakfast.and stays
till 5; never did it.before this year, .

17. Sarah Ann Kinsey (age 9 last November).—
Father is a labourer, Has one brother, Mothet does
no out-door work except haymaking. I have been
out picking potatoes in Mr. Johnson’s field; picks
apples besides. Comes to school most of the year.

18, AdaWilliams (8 years).—Goes picking potatoes.

-

- Parisu or RagLaN.
Population, 905 - Acreage, 4,083,

19, Rev. A. M. Wyatt, viear.—If* education is {o
make any progress, I venture to think boys-should not
go to work -before the dge of 12, ‘We have a good
National and infant school, and-the Baptists -have a
day school. The average attendarice - is fair, The
non-attendancé of children is' chiefly attributable to
the carclessness and indificrénce of the parents, -Orne
of the great drawbdeks of it'is the quantity of squatters,
who pay perhap§ 6d. anacre, Lord Abergavenny, in
the north of the county, who had many of thié same, ve-
paired the cottagesmand raived the rents, and the pe’q;ﬂe
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liked it.. Here it is all very. well the look of it, each
person with his small holding; but there is great
misery;-in many of them large families huddling in
only two rooms. They have built on bits of ground
that have positively been taken from the Duke,
but by neglect in past time have passed into their
hands; ‘and -now he: has no power over them but
taking :the- nominal.rent:

The crowding produces great immorality, and
another fertile source of .immorality is the little care
taken of farm:scrvants, who are out working. late, and
the: men-anid: women: passing through- one anothers’
rooms-to their own. Most of ‘the women married in
these parishes.are.going to have.a child, and they see
little havmi .in-it. Bundling, though denied here, does
prevail, and of course leadsto worse. There is-too not
the feeling :now among the farmers about a servant
having a child. They will generally take her back;
in fact, they are forced ‘to.do so, for there is such a
scarcity of*labour.of any kind now.

No boys stay at school longer than 11 ;. most go

at.10 ; they. are taken into the farms -and live there.
It is very demoralizing, for they are not looked after.
Wages are.12s., out of which they-have to provide the
cottage:;-but:many of them have a cottage of their
own, .
The worst girls are, however, generally those who
stay at ‘home ;.they soon get.beyond their parents’
control. The parents indulge them a great.deal, and
very often do not like to purt with them ; but when
he himself sees.a.girl of 14 or 15 loitering at home,
he begins to.ask-when she is' going. out to service,

Has a night school and 22 pupils, open four nights,
and he and the curate take it alternately. Thinks
that.the.veal.reason there; are so few. in this.count:
is the want of teachers.  You cannot expecta school-
master tired with a long day’s work to undertake it.

Wagés ‘would be perhaps 10s. or 1ls. and .cider,
but the men are only paid for each day they come,
not for a wet day.; usual pay perhaps 2s. a day.

.. 19a. Mrs. Bridge, schoolmistress, — Children are
not so much taken-away from school here to do farm-
work as in most. country. villages near. This is more
like.a tawn:.

.. No girl.-does much out-door. work. Boys are taken
away for a time very often, but they come back
generally. -‘They go to mind the birds. Some have
been away, and are away now, for potato-picking.
Some :go very young, at 7 or- 8 years of nge. In
summer quite a third of the children in the school go.
‘I'hey eome back about now, and will be off again
about-the-spring.

-Gifls-are much kept at.home to nurse while mothers
go out. . .

- {lhere are between. 70 and 80 children in the
school,

The Baptist school takes a great many of the
children, but there .are few. who do not go to any
-school-at: all. There is:an evening school, but Mr.
‘Wiratt undertakes that:

20. Squatters’ cottages at Raglan—Extract from
*  Diiry, November 9, 1869.

-« Most of ‘the cottages on the.outskirts of this parish
belong to squatters,who, have settled down. on bits of
ground along the side of-the road, which were left for-
anerly when land was not.so.much prized asit is.now.
l,an({lord’s rights over the squatters or cotters are
really very questionable, but in most cases are com-
promised for a few shillings a year. At Raglan they
extend alony the road:to Monmouth for some distance,
sanid are scaftered heré and there beyond the parish, also
along the adjacent lanes. They vary in quality from
excellent slated cottages with two windows on each side
of the door, to niere hovels with only one storey.and a
‘thatched roof, Every one has a.long narrow strip.of
garden-or orchard.along the road side. The worst we
saw was onc-of these last, only occupied, however, by
.ait0ld blind woman, to whom it belonged; her daughter,

“whaoir we found, a woman of about 50,there taking

care of her:said she recollected her mother being
there “before she was born.” It consisted of only.two
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rooms, neat enough, and all very well where no large
family. There was another very bad, but with a
slated roof, built against a much better cottage ; it
has a room above, and a room below ; in it lives a
woman of very bad character, who is supposed to
have had a child-by a very uear relation. Many of
the cottages bore the appearance of being quite new
or lately done up, and had taken the place of hovels that
had before existed. One of these the Rev. W. Davis
showed me that had obtained the prize for neatness.
We saw also the two cottages Mr. Wyatt, of Troy
House, described as having been built as model
cottages for the Duke of Beaufort. Dress stone and
slate very neat, and .standing back from the road in
their own gardens.

21. Diary, November 9, 1869.

Man returning from market, log., “The Duke
has a sight of property; nearly all the way from
Raglan to Monmouth, both sides of the road, is his.
People very badly off' ; get, perhaps, their 10s a week,
and a lot of cider. Those men breaking stones can
get 5. a day ; breaking by the yard 10d. a yard.
Some cannot do half a yard at first. I couldn’t do
half a yard: There's a many of the poor creatures
get their money on Saturday, drink it all, and have not
a bit to eat Sunday. Near all the women work
cutting turnips; very hard work for the poor things.
Get 8d. or 10d.; they come out in harvest; don’t go
out much in wet. Little boys begin very eatly, 8 to
10 ; get perhaps 1d. a day at first, but they should
begin soon ; never do well if they take to labour
later. Get lazy when they are big boys.”

PArisx oF LLANDENNY.

22. Rev. W. Davis, curate.—Is Mr, Wyatt's curate
for Llandenny, which being a living of only 504 is
joined to Raglan. Consists of three hamlets, one of
-which is up on the hills, and is a great stronghold
of dissent ; it has Baptist and Methodist chapels. It
consists of cotters, and some of the cottages are very
bad. Are a civil people, and glad enough to see him,
and he thinks were they nearer would come to church.
Has a-school at Llandenny, but only 201 to give the
‘master, who is one of the old fashioned school, Of
course there are some families who never send their
children; when remonstrated with they say they
want them to work, or to stay at home and mind th:
children while they are out themselves. Boys lcad
horses;; are not really wanted, but taken to turn the horse
at the furrow, Women do not work much. Go out
among the turnips. There is a great scarcity of
labour. Most of the big boys go off to the mines.
The girls go into service chiefly, mostly in_ the
towns ; they do not care about service in farms, and
like getting off to towns, where they get more finery,

PARisu o DiNGESTOW.

23, S. R. Bosanquet, Esq., Dingestow Court,
Chairman of Quarter Sessions, and Chairman of the
Monmouth Board of Guardians. (Area of parish
1,885 A. 2r.; -population 231, The cultivation is
more pastoral than arable. Cattle are fed and sold
into other counties ; the pastures are fine.)

# No children are permanently employed. Three gr
four -boys. (not children -of the farmers) live in. the

farmhouses, being housed and fed, and having onan

average Sl. wages, and six girls. I do not reckon
haymeking, when all turn out. Boys are employed in
driving team, girls in dairy and house work ; their
hours are 6 am, to4 p.m.; they work about the
stables, cattle-sheds, and in the houses whenever
wanted ; those in the farmhouses work all hours.
They take their meals with the family.

“ No alternative of schooling and work need be
prescribed liere, but if at all, it should bic by alternate
weeks, not days, as a peony a week is paid for
schooling, and work interrupted by alternate days
would. be useless,

« There is a National school supported by the
principal. owner.  The children pay a penhy a week,
the number on the books being upwards of 30,
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about 20 attend on an average. The parents often
keep them at home to assist them. The weather
affects the attendance, but not greatly, none come a
mile to school. All, with scarcely an' exception, are
able to pay their penny a week.

“The girls in the school are taught needlework,
and they sweep out the school, &ec. by turns.”

Farmersin the parish can recollect Dingestow being
the only parish in the neighbourhood that had a
school, and children used to come to it from all. sur<
rounding parishes. Now, of course, the attendance
is not so large, and there are few children from other
parishes.

¢ Morals are not affected by the state of the cot-
tages; the cottages (and also the farmhouses) have
mostly stone floors. The general climate of the
country is damp, but less so than 20 years ago from
the extension of draining. Rheumatism prevails, but
to a much diminished extent. I think they contract
it out of doors, not in their cottages.” There is -no
overcrowding, as it happens there are no lurge
families.

“ The cottages consist of two unequal rooms below,
and two equal rooms above. The internal width of
the building 14 to 16 feet ; the lower rooms 14 or
16 feet, and 6 fect long = 20 or 22 feet, and 11 or
10 long each zbove. The ventilation is by casement
windows, There is no system of draining,.only open
gutters into the nearest ditch. The water .is drawn
from mills at greater or less distances, All have
gardens, an outhouse, and pigsty.. All the cottages
were originally built by the.labourers themselves on
slips of land on the roadside. Most of them have
been offered to and purchased by the principal owner
in the parish in ‘the present generation. All have
gardens, which pay the rents,.which are . from 8 to
4l. The recently built cottages are better than those
above described.

“When I came into the property all the cottages
were owned by squatters, but now have bought them all
up. The people came and asked him.to do it. After
he had once bégun, some who had to pay-small head-
rent-tried to induce him to-do the same, but he only
bought the simple freeholder. Is- not so well pro-
vided with cottages as he could wish, and one or two
of-the farmers have asked him when putting up their
farm buildings to add a cottage. Cottages are, how-
ever, not so necessary in this county ; the custom
prevails much of the labourers being in the house.
A farmer will often have two-'men -and two women

‘besides boys living -in the house, and one cottage per

100 acres is suffivient. Has a printed statement that

-no lodgers are-to ‘be admitted, but it is often eluded.

In a case where it does not produce crowding takes
no notice, but if it does enforces it

“Theonly work 'that women do: out .is weeding
corn; sometimes sees as many as eight doing itin a
row ; setting potatoes and picking them, in which the
boys also join. The children- too spend some time
picking up acorns in the extensive: vich coppices for
the pigs. Nearly everyone keeps apig. The farmeérs
ought to be well off here ; they have ab excellent
market-at Pontypool. ' .

“ Cottages cannot be ‘biiilt on self-supporting-terms
without an increase of the rents, which are low,

« Wages are good and improving, but-higher rents
could not be paid without inconvenience to the
labouring class.”

‘Wages-are--high--owing to the. mines being near,
and it ends jn the number of labourers ‘on each farm
employed being as few as possible. “The cultivation
is mixed, about half* arable. Mr. Bosanquet has-only
100 acres in hand, all grass, just about the house,

Parisu or Mircuer Trov,

Populution - 885,

24, — Wyatt, Esq., agént to the-Duke of Reaufort,
Troy House—The Duke of Beaufort has property in
about 60 parishes, most on this side of the county, in
some nearly the whole patish,in othersbut'a few farms.
He hassold a good deal about Magor, because it was

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

tixxﬁd to nearly- its full value to preserve thé .sea-
wall.

The “Duke’s cotters” are a great disadvantage to hims
remarks, owing to the “badness-of their cottages, are
often made undeservedly ; he can do nothing fof them
but pull them down altogether, or improve them, and
raise the rent. To'do the latter is very difficult, for
they do not at all understand ‘the valueof a .good
cottage. They are content to sleep huddled all
together in one rocom, and ‘they would:be tod-poor to
pay the value of a good .cottage. They- ate. much
poorer” than the ordinary agricultural’ labourer who
gets his 2s. a day. ~‘They: will work fot-1s; 6d;,:but
only work by job work;:getting «a job from-a:farmer
now and then. Besides: this some.of them' have
holdings .up 16 10 acres; which. they work. with.their
wives and children. Most:of them have built-their
cottages close-to ‘the'wocds, and: a:good. deal ‘ofipils
fering. goes on, as they help themselves to firing from
the copses belonging to the Duke and-others.” You
will meet women and children, going openly about
with hatchets.for the purpose. There are many such
cottages about Devauden Green, close to which is
Chepstow. Purk, a.wood of 1,200 acres belonging. to
the Duke. 'There are‘in all on his property-as many
as 80O cotters. They are all natives of the county,
and it began originally {rom..some such -case. as
this: A new road was made, cutting off.a (bit. of a
field, and the next farmer did:not feel he had.a right
to take it into his farm ; sosome one came and:built a
little cottage, and brought the corner.under cultivation ;
a very bad’ cottage at-first, improving-as he felt nore
secure in ‘his. occupation. ‘There.was.an Enclosure
Act for the fivé parislies about hére;. Llanishen,
Treileck, &c:, about 20 years.ago: Al good many
people had rights ; the Duke is:lord of:18 manors,

As a rule the cottages about .here are not good. or
sufficient in number; ‘there is.a lack of capital, and
capital:is required for tlie purpose. Built-two :model
cottages: some. time- ago close~to Raglan, with: three
bedrooms each ; they: cost 180L..euch, and let for 72

-apiece ; but that is too high a rent {0 be ‘paid by a

farm laboiter ;. a:carpenter livestin.one.

A pgood many of the labourers live in. the -farme
houses, but the married. men. require -cottages, . A
great many of them live in-the villages; and come out
to work, there ‘not being- a sufficiency.of cottages: on
the farm; A short time agu, was building a good
siew farm building, and offered-:to-put: up -a- cottage
close to it, .but-the farmer felt:hé-would rather have a
man-living in the house.. .

The cottages have mostly two bedrooms,-but there

are some in-which the people all live: crowded in. one

bedroom. There is a-good deal of overcrowding.

Wages- are high owing to the hills being near
(mines). Labour both of men and women is searce.
Women dolight:work, as-in harvést, and also amiong
turnips. Boys do little work before:16.

:One of -the greatest evils of -this county is the
“hiring fairs,” called locally. ¢mop: fairs.” They
spread from here- on- into Glamorganshire and the
South of Wales generally, As many as 500 young
men and women, all natives of the county, come to
the great mop fair-at-Monmouth; it takes place in
May: They hire themselves out for the year, and
most of them-come back again at-the-end of: the year
to the next fair, They are .generally ‘worse. cha-
racters than pedple who keep -steadily. to one place;
they seem fond of change, and never-become attached
to one locality. It is a very demoralizing system;
they do-a deal of harm in -the town'; .each:public
house has iis fiddler, and a .dance: gentrally takes
K]ucc. 'They are almost all unmarried; they. ave

ired as indoor servanta, that.js,:to- live ‘in the farms,
the men to work out in the fields,.-and. the women
also in some cases, milking, &c. These mop.fairs will
not be done away with' till' education:is more.appre-
ciated, ‘It is not appreciatéd-among -the labourers as
much ds among -the farmers, A labourer-will take

his'hoy.of 10 out-to lead the teiim' whilei he himself

ploughs, not for -any pay from the-farmer however.
Education is improving.
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25, Venerable Archdeacon Sleecman.— Has .only
beén here eight months. Has to complain very
much of the crowded state of cottages in.agricultural
parishes,, Had.a; parish in Devonshire, where it was
far worse .than it is here ; the natural consequences
resilt.  Very fond of taking in lodgers. -

+26.. Rev:-Mr. Still, curate, says, that much over-
crowding produces many evil results; ‘even here,
Mentioned-a case of a:woman-who'had*had a cliild by
her-uncle;; they were miarried -since before the re-
gistrar, though told it ‘was impossible they could’ be
legally ingu. and wife. A great nuinber of ‘the
cottages-are-what-are called cot-rents ; some-dre very
good;.some very .bad ;; some have only twe rooms.
Therois:one upon the commonquite “tumbling:down,
that- rconisists of-two'low rooms' thatched: Some of
the others belong - to a'Mr. —, in ‘Monmouth ; they
aresbig enough, ‘but not in very good repair.,

“Fhe'women work 6ut verylittle in this patish and
in’Cwrnicarvan, which ieg dttiiched to it. Cwmeatvan
is ‘of rather a différent cbaradtér, containing some
small holdings, whéréas in Mitchel Troy are one or
two large farms, "Thiéboys are tikén away a good deal
from school; and’ it interferes miuch with the school
work. They go at 10 to mind horses, dnd live in the
farmhouse. Girls. are kept at home to mind the
small children, but come on the whele more regularly
than boys.

27. Mrs, Hoskins, wife of labourer.— Husband
has very bad lealth; when in work can earn 12,
a weck; sometimes only earns 2s. a week. Last
week had to earn nearly all the money myself; am
quite ready and willing to turn my hand to any work,
outdoor or indoor; do a great deal of outdoor work ;
can weed ; go singling swedes and turnips. Pulling
swedes is very hard work, but am glad to be able to do
something. Get 10d. or 1s. a day, and some drink.
Gd ot haymaking and harvesting ; get for that 1s,
a-day, no food, except u menl now and then. Not
many women in the parish go out to work [tone
rather, contemptuous of those who do not] ; some will
go out with their husbands, cutting, while he pulls
swedes.

When I go out I am obliged to leave the children
to take care of themselves ; one is only a few months
old, and none are old enough to take any real care of
the others. Ilock them into the kitchen, and they
play. about. Must leave a bit of fire because of
the supper, but it is dangerous; and I am always
afraid they may come to some harm. Still we areso
poor, must go out to work, Some girls will go
atit to work, those who happen to be out of place at
the timé, and work just-like the married women,

28. Cottages at Mitchel Troy.

1. Mrs; Sherman pays 41, to Mv. ——. A very
dilapidated‘ldoking’ cottage. "Has two rooms below ;
you enter into the big kitchen, and a back kitchen is
built at right angles to' it, without a communication
through the house. It has three rooms above. Stone
pudaalate. R oo .

-2 Mrs; Meredith-pays 41. 4s. to Mt, ——. Could
be made a good enough cottage,.as it is -tolerably
roomy ; lias threc: winilows above, and one on each
side of thie door, but riot in a gdod state of repair;
chimnéy has fallen down, Was in hopes her visitor
was her landlord cote to see what could be done for
kiér. Stone and slate, The room smpkes. There are
two rooms downstairs, and ‘three dbove, but all.those
above open into one another, and the stairease opens
into the first, The third room is no good at all; it
is open to the roof; it is very hot in summer, and
cold in winteér,

8, Mrs.. Hoskins pays 41.. also to Mr. ——. It is
a.gmaller cottage-than eitherof the ahove, Has only
two rooms above, and the same below, of which one
is very small. N
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ParisH of Pex-v-cLAwDD.

Population, 60 - Acreage, 614,

Cultivation mixed.

'29. Rev. Kenyon Honifray, vicar— Boys are
¢ generally employed at 12, sometimes as early as 10;
¢ it would be desirable in most cases théy should stay
“-a year longer at school. There is a day school, at
« which about 20 attend, but the parénts do not send
¢ their children vety regularly, as they find it more
¢ profitable to employ them at home, especially for
“ clearing and raising potatocs.”

Girls do not work out. Womien'“are employed by
% the farmers in weeding wheat, apple-picking, and
¢ stone-picking.”

¢ The cottages are fuirly good, sufficient for the
supply of labour, conveniently situate, not' at present
overcrowded ; but none of them have water without
fetching it from a distant spring; all have gardens
large enough for their use.”

Parisa oF PexNALT.

Population under 500 -. Acreage, 2,320,

Cultivation nrable; pasture, and wood,

80. Rev. V. Oakley, owner, Snakescroft.—¢ The
¢ children are scarcely ever employed except by their
“ Earems, unless for a short time in the year bird-
“ keeping.” A boy will go to keep birds for a farmer
at perhaps 10 years of age. The parents have small
holdings, which they work with the help of their wives
and families. “ Girls are very rarely employed for
“ bird-keeping, but by their parents for potato-
% picking, harvesting, and apple-picking.” Employed
lately a girl of 18 or 14 about the place. “ A few
“ women are employed for haymaking, picking
“ swedes, singling roots, planting potatoes, &c.”
Not many. Mr. Oakley employs two old women,
whom he can generally get for his garden; if he
wants another it is difficult to-find her.

There is a day school and a Sundny school, The
dissenters also have a Sunday school,

Parisu oF TRELLECK.

Population, 991.

31. Rev. C. A. F. Kuper, vicar.—There are some
few women who go out to work in this parish, but very
few, Thoy are not any worse in character for that
reason, but of course it is the poorer women who go
out, Boys do not work very young. The great
things that intexfere with the school attendance are
the nutting and whin harvests, times at which every
child is taken away ; they come back however.

32. Mr. Hewlett, occupier.—Farms about 390 acres,
To work this he requires six men in all, including
jobmen and day men; none of them live in the house;,
that. is done further up the -county, not about heve.
About two-thirds of the farm are arable,

Has no women regularly employed ; sometimes one
or. two will however come out to pull swedes, but
that is as often done by men and children, Now there
is.a great difficulty .in getting a woman ; perhaps a
dozen in. the whole parish will come out in harvest
time and hay-making, Most of them pick whin-
berries and nuts to sell ; it is very difficult ever to get
a servant about here,

The people he employs are mostly cotters, ‘Has
but one cottage on the farm, and that is out of repair;
but cottages are not wanted much, the people have
their own. Two of the men (young men) live in the
village; tivo have- two miles to walk. They mostly
have small holdings of their own, and that often takes
them away for some time whén most wanted. Last
week one of my men was away nearly the whole week.
Some have two acres, some more, Pay the men by
the day, 15.8d. a duy and drink ; that is about the

' average here; some get a little more; some make
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more in harvest. Pay wet or fine weather ; if the
weather is wet there is always work to be done about
the farm. -

A number of the people here reap and mow in the
summer, and do work among the'woods (+go to wood”)
in the winter ; perhaps on the whale, though getting
higher wages when in work, they are not so well off
as my men, being often out of work.

Get a boy of 14 or 15 to keep birds and mind
horses in the summer. Some people keep a boy or
two in the house; 1never do; feed one, but he usually
lodges out. Have to pay 8d. a day to one as would
be any use, and a woman about 9d. or 10d.; but have
not employed one this year. Six men is quite enough
for regular work; reaping, mowing, and hedging is let;
Men sufficient are always to be got for the reaping.
They get in harvest 2s. a day and food. Gave drink
till this year; gave none thie year, but more money
instead; the men seemed to like it as well,  Forced
to buy all the cider up here, it is too cold-for orchards.

The lower class as a rule are well off; they have
most of them their cottages at nominal rents. There
are few frecholds, and those that have to pay an
acknowledgment cannot mortgage. Some are terribly
out of order.

Some of the land is very poor, cold, and bungry;
but some good.

88. Mr. Williams, Crown Inn, Trelleck, occupier.
—Farms himself ; makes cheese; the cheese about here
is very good. The land is mostly poor, but some
good. Hold land under the Romseys. Wages about
10s. in the district ; have to find cottage, but most
have cottages of their own, Not much cider grown
here ; it does not grow so high up. Mr. Hewlett has
orchards, The people are well off here ; they get
besides their money bits of perquisites, such as firing,
feed of a pig.

Yes, some of the women work; they pull swedes;
not many get as much as 1s. a day. Thero is plenty
of dissent ; seven chapels within 2% miles.

Parisu or Lraxpoco.
Population, 648,

84. Colonel Rooke, Bigswear House.—Llandogo is
rather a peculiar pavish, lying along the Wye, half in
Gloucestershire half in Monmouth, It consists ef low
meadow land beside the river, nearly all of which
belongs to Colonel Rooke, and the wonds on the hills,
most of which belong to the Duke of Beaufort, the
rest to Colonel Rooke. - Besides this there are a great
many small {reeboldz and copyholds held on nominal
rents, those of the Duke on the Monmouth side, of
Colonel Rooke on.the Gloucester,

"They obtained pieces of land by squatting in a cor-
ner originally of the wood or common when people
were not so carcful of their rights as they are now,
and gradually enclosed an acre or two, holding it
so long before inquiry was made into it that they
established a right,

They are not a bad sort of people, but rather given
to poaching and pilfering, helping themselves to fire-
wood from the woods. ilenrly every one, even a man
who has no room to. pasture him, keeps a donkey, and
will keep him at home all day, turning him out at
night, and sending a boy perhaps at 4 o'clock to look
for him. He s often left out in the wood or road the
whole week, until the day comes round when he is
wanted to fetch grain for the pigs. There are generally
two or three in the pounds.

Their cottages certainly are bad, and many families
live in only two rooms; but the immorality is not so
much to be attributed to this as to the manner in
which the boys and girls from 13 to 18 go about
together.  As a magistrate a great many atfiliation
cases come before him. A clergyman in the neigh~
bourhood said that he seldem married a girl who had
not already had a child; they generally marry the
father of the child, but not always,

The thing productive of most evil is the whinberry
harvest, when all the women and children turn out,
and the boys and girls wander about the woods together,
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In a minor degrec the nutting, picking acotrns, and
going to town to-fetch grain is productive of like ill
Recollects sceing a lot of boys und girls come down
to the ford, and the boys take off their shoes and
stockings, and the girls roll up their dresses, and so
pass over.

The squatters are people many of whom have been
there for generations; they are an idle.set genérally,
the greater part are woodmen ; they will take a bit of
woot and go out to cut it, with their wives and families
to help. This takes children away from.school :to a
certain extent, as also docs the apple-picking, but they
come back again, The system of wood-cutting is that
a landlord sells a bit of wood ready for cutting-and
the purchaser sells it again, the pit wood to one man,
the bark to another, the cord wood to a third, and so
on, It is all coppice, which pays better than timber;
and is cut about every 14 years. The.reason there is
so much wood is that there is so much hilly and rocky
soil ; the land there is good, and if Colonel Rooke finds
a bit level enough it is worth while to grub up the
wood and cultivate it. He has three farms; the only
three large farms in the parish, but they are all grass
and employ little labour; no women and children
working for the farmers cxcept to pick apples.

35. Cottage at Llandogo.—Diary, November 5, 1869.

Slated, and built of red sandstone found on the
spot, and exceptionally. good and roomy. ¢ Nearly all
“ the cottages in the parish are freéholds; but most of
“ them are in reality mortgaged. The people will come
¢ and ask for a loan upon them.”

Panisu o Dixtox.

Population, 753.
Cultivation mixed, with a good deal of woodland.

86. Captain James Davies, the Garth.—¢ Boys are
« seldom cuployed ; never before tlic age of 12, and
¢ then generally during the sowing times to keep off
“ birde from the new sown seed. 1 think boys should
“ not be permitted to go to farmhouse work .before
¢ 12 years old.” No girls employed. .

Women are “ employed very little, Farmers com-
¢ plain that the women will not work on the land,” Ido
not think “restriction is required” in this neighbour-
hood; the custom of employing women is gradually
dying away. Young women scldom or never work in
the fields now ; there may be exceptions in the hay
harvest,

¢ There are two National schools connected with
the Church, which are not taken as much advantage.
of as might be ; but I should attribute that to the
carelessness of the parents as to the education of their
children more than to early labour.”

The cottages are fair, number being sufficient; ¢ most
“ have gooﬁ gardens, and where there are no gardens
¢ there are allotments of land for cottages,”

Cuerstow Union.

87. Meceting of the Board of Guardians at Chepstow,
October 23, 1869. W. F. Seys, Esq., in the chair.

1. In this district boys are employed from the age
of 10 or 12 ycars, fow under 12,'and that only in crow-
keeping. Small boys are employed also.applé-picking
for a few weeks or a month with their mother. By
small boys are intended boys between the ages of 12
and 15, Their work is light, and only from 8 in the
morning till 4 or 5 in the evening, "There is little
other work for small boys besides applé-picking and
crow-keeping. It is a purely agricultural distriet,
with the exception of & factory in Chepstow, and. boys
not employed in agriculture do not work at all ; about
60 in Chepstow, perhaps, are employed in this factory
work., The veryJargest' farms do not employ-more
than two.boys, and those ‘between -the ages of 12
and 185,



IN, AGRICULTURE (18067) COMMISSION :—EVIDENCE.

2. As arule girls are not employed ; they are not
employed at all under 15 ; sometimes after that age
one or two will take women’s work, such as picking
swedes.

3. Almost the only women's work besides hay-
making consists in topping aud tailing swedes and
turnips ; but women’s work is going out very much
now ; they are above it ; so farmers are often obliged
to employ men to do work that was formerly done by
women, aud pay a great deal more for it. Women
are got for small jobs about a farm, as go out apple-
picking, &c. There is not one on an average employed
regularly in any farm.

4. Nearly all the employed live on the farm, the
women certainly ; but so few are employed that it is
hardly to he remarked.

5. Women and children work, as a rule, from 8
to 5 or §; in huymaking of course they work longer
in the evening. ~ An interval is allowed for dinner at
1, and also at 11 for what is called “bake ” locally, a
light luncheon of bread, &c.

G. There is no need to restrict the labour of
women,

7. Few parishes are without a school, and all that
are so circumstanced are connected with other parishes.
Tt is a district of small parishes. Children generally
take proper advantage.

8. The question on cottages is & very wide one.
The meeting generally scemed to consider that their
cottages are above the average. Some however are
very bad, but not those in farmers’ or landlords’ hands;
it is those inhabited by squatturs and small freeholders,
and of course onc cannot interfere with them for
living in what they like ; in these waste lands some of
the cottages are mere hovels, The worst are at Shire
Newton, At Tottenham there are one or two families
who will admit no one into their cottages, not cven
the clergyman, The chairman mentioned a case of a
man hving in an old saw pit covered over. At
Llanvihayel, though many squafters, their cottages
are good ; it is peculiarly cirenmstanced, for most
of the squatters have little bits of land attached.
There was an Enclosure Act about 80 years ago, anil
now all the moors are enclosed, su the squatters are
going out.

There is not much overcrowding as a rule; at
Avington there is, but that is owing to a mill having
been lately opened.

9. Most af the cottages have gardens ; one in ten
perhaps without. It is quite the general character to
have a garden,

Many parishes have a long way to fetch water,
especinlly Newehurch und Llanvihangel.  Upon the
hills there is no running water, and deep digging is
required for wells,

Vages are 10s. to 15s.; the former in the purely
agricultural parish, the latter near mines ; average
value in hard cash, 12s. Itis mostly paid in money,
sometimes however 10s. and cider ; and there are other
privileges, regulnted by local eircumstances, such a3
coal and potato ground. No grist corn given. Itis
a cider county,

Women average 10d. a day. One gentleman said
he never gives less than Is; one gives 10d. in winter,
and Is. in summer; anothier 1s. all the year round
and drink,

‘I'he regular wage for a crow boy is 25, Gd. ; some
begin with 6d. a day ; average boys' wages 2s. Gd.
weckly to Gs.

The Duke of Beaufort and Lord Tredegar ave the
principal proprietors in the Union. .

It is an agricultural distriet, Average size of farms
200 to 300 ncres ; they range from 40 acres up to 600
(a very few), ‘Uhe Grange farm is 557 acres, Culti-
vation halfand half, mixed. About Chepstow plough
prevails ; further inland about half and half; pasture
naturally prevailing where there are moors. .

88, Mr. Evans, clerk of the Union.—Thinks little
to be inquired into m this neighbourhood. When
you get up to Shire Newton and Llangwym will
find poorer parishes, for there are many squatters on

24838,
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the hills, people living on a small holding, and some
cottages very bad, paying perhaps only 1s. a year to
the Duke of Beaufort. "We are fortunate in’clergy-
men, and the agricultural parishes are well looked
after ; but in Chepstow, which is a large parish, it is
harder to manage. People do not care about school-
ing; recollect when himself on the school committee,
it used to be begging and praying people to send their
children to school. "They do not send them to work,
but let them play about doing nothing. The town is
dependent on agriculture ; men live in it and go out
to work, but few women and boys. The wages in the
district are good, owing to the nearness of the mines,
The eastern part of the county is agricultural, and
thiniy inhabited, but up towards Pontypool there is a
very crowded population, but better paid, and living
in_better houses, which are provided by the pro-
prictors of the iron and coal works, ‘The squatter is
a great evil, but the lioldings belong to the people,
and no one can interfere. The principal proprietors
are Mr, Lewis and the Dnke of Beaufort; towards
Magor Lord Tredegar comes in,

Panrisu or CaLpicoT.

Population, 569 - Acreage, 1,800.

Cuitivation mixed, arable preponderating,

39 Rev. E. Turberville Williams, vicar—Ias a
farm of his own, on which he employs four men, a
woman, and 2 boy ; but would not say that the labour
of either was gencraly not above six women in regular
work, and those that do work are importations from
Wiltshire and Berkshire, where it is very common,
All the women are married. Women do little work
beyond harvesting. There are about a dozen boys
employed between the ages of' 12 and 15 ; they come
to school very well up to that age; it is Mr, Williamg’
own school, not under Government, so he can insist on
the boys cowing regularly, and they come back pretty
well after keeping birds or apple-picking for a short
time.  There is no night schooi ; has not found it
answer.  About eight came ; but the fact was that
most already knew what was to be picked up at a
night school, at which only the three R.’s are taught,
All women who work are a very rough lot. Field
labour always seems to be demoralizing, perhaps from
their seeing so much of what goes on among the
beasts.  Cottages, as a rule, are fair, consisting gene-
rally of one good room downstairs and a back kitehen,
gencrally, also, a small lean-to outhouse ; above is a
bedroom and an outer room at the head of the stairs;
but some are entirely devoid of privy accommodation,
Rent high; from 57, 10s. to 91, Unfortunately the
parish is in the hands of very small proprietors, one a
tradesman, another a farmer, near Chepstow, people
who have bought up cottage property as a speculation
and ask u high rent, and do no repairs,  There is not
much overcrowding with members of the family, but
there have been some wire works lately set up, and
a good wany men and boys, some from Tintern,
some from Stafford, lodge here; the rest are very
crowded, living in large numbers in hastily run up
brich cottages. ‘There are not a dozen children in
the whole parish who do not attend school ; such
as do not is owing to the bad management of the
parents, who spend the money on drink. Most of
those who live on the outskirts go to school in
adjoining parishes.

Cottage consists of,—
Living room,
Back-kitchen, generally also a small outhouse,
Bed-room.
And outer room at the head of staircase.
On school books,—

Boys - - - 70
Girls - - - 392
112
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40. Cottages at Caldicot.

1. James Lewis—Hcld under Rev. W, Williams.
Consists of one good-sized Kitchen, back kitchen, and
lean-to behind. ~Pigsty and privy detached. Stone
floors.  Upstairs two bedrooms, the stairease opening
into the first. Part of the roof sloping. The old man
and his wife and ason live in it. The old man earns
10s. a week. The son is a carter and ecarns 12s.
There is half an acre of garden and orchard behind.
Rent, 9. A very favourable specimen.

2. John Richards—Old, very tumble-down cottage.
Kitchen and back kitchen below. Rough stone floors.
Steep staircase, opeuning into the big bedroom.
A second small bedroom beyond. In the big bed-
room runs up the chimney from below. The roof is
open slates, whitewashed, which makes the room very
hot in summer. It slopes very nearly down to the
floor. Rent, 6I. Have to do all repairs themselves.

3. Iilliam Jenkins—Self and wife and two
children live in a two-roomed cottage. Children quite
small. Bedroom above the sitting room. Pay 67, 10s.
Husband goes away to Cardiff; where he gets better
wages. Good garden.

4. Abraham Cook.—Cottage next to the above.
Garden behind, four steps above the level of the
cottage floor, so that when it rained the water ran in.
There is a drain made now through underneath into
the road.  Rough small stone floor. T'wo-roomed
cottage, onc above, one below. In it live self and
wife, and five children, all under 18, the two cldest
boys. Rent,6/. There are only the two rooms. No
outhouse, Had himself to build a pigsty and privy
when he came.

41, Caroline Cook (Caldicot), wife of Abraham
Cook.—\Works out in the fields; glad to do it some-
times because so many children, and want something
to put on them. Eldest boy 13 ; he has just begun to
work a little, but husband only gets 10s. a weck.
Always goes out in harvest and at other times when a
woman wanted to do jobs about the farms among the
swedes, &c. Very often goes out every day for aweek
together,  Works as much as any woman in the
parish.  Second boy is left in charge of the little
children, and they bave to do as they can while
the mother is out. lle is a eapital nurse. Get ls. a
day for working out. Like it.

Parisues or CasrweNT AND LLaxvair Discorp.
Population, 420 - Acreage, 1,962,
Chiefly arable.
42, Rev, Macdonald Steel, vicar,~—
Employed in agriculture in the parish,—

Males, Females,
Over 18,
Between | Between | ‘Total —_ Total
10and 13, mz\ndls.,‘ Males. Females.
Murried, | Unmarried,
e S S
6 7 13 w [ ] 1
1 | )
| ,

Really very few boys employed, and what there are
seldom before 14. Some go at about 10 years
old to keep birds; few younger; it is necessary, or
every seed would be taken out of the ground, ‘Also
go at potato setting and picking, but they come back
again when it is over, Has to complain more of the
way that women’s labour affects the attendance of
the girls ; the eldest girl being kept at home to mind
the younger ones interferes materially with their regu-
Jarity. As a rwe there are one or two women
employed on every farm, topping swedes, couching,
i.¢,, weeding grasg, &c., continual work but not hard,
There are hardly any girls employed. Perhaps one
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sometimes will go out with her father, if he is a
shepherd, to work among the swedes, but that is quite
the exception. They all go away to service at about
18 or 14, in the farws or in the towns.

“In spring the work is clearing the land of weeds ;
in summer, harvesting ; in autumn and winter, raising
and clearing root crops.”

“ The children of this parish are not prevented
“ attending school by employment in farm work or in
¢ other labour,” or by distance. “ The charge for each
¢ child being only 1d. per week the cost need be no
“ hindrance to school attendance.”

The cottages are built of stone with slate or tile or
thatched roof, average size, ventilation good generally,
drainage fair. Accommodation defective in number
of bedrooms, in some cases there being only one.
Plenty of water. Gardens very tolerable. Cottages
bLelong to the landowner. Rentabout 41, 10s. There
is a good deal of crowding in the cottages. The bed-
room accommodation bad. In one instance a father,
mother, girl of 12, and boy of 18 sleep in the same

room.  Fortunately all the girls going away so early

they are not at home long enough for any bad ‘Tesulis
to come from this.

The parish of Llanvair Discoed is attached to this.
It is very small ; one farm only, and the children come
to Caerwent to school. There is n small piece of
lately enclosed hill, on which are some fow “cots,”
te, squatters’ homes. Wages 10s., and sometimes a
cottage, and two quarts of cider. No perquisites.

43. Mr. Valentine Parsons, occupicr.—Boys are
employed from 12 to 16 years of age. ‘The attendance
at school is not as good as it should be. * Early
* Inbour does not prevent their attendance, but the
* carclessness of the parents.” Very few women
work out, aud they principally at harvest. Their
hours arc from 8a.m. to [ p.m, and from 2pm. to
6 pam.  “Cottages far from being good.” All have
gardens but some are small,

4. Mr. Maithew Langley, occupier, Lianvair
Discoed.—It is almost impossible fo get a boy now to
go and keep crows. Keeps two ploughmen and their
sons, but has not a small boy on the farm. Thinks
the reason is after they leave school they get idling
about nutting, which they are very fond of. Tliey
cin make a good deal by it. One man gave 9. a day.
This season has been a particularly good one, and most
of the boys were away at it.

There is the same difficulty in getting women.
Formerly they used to come out and pick swedes, but
now they stay at home.  Attributes it to the improve-
ment in wages and fall in the price of wheat. For
though wages have only risen from 9s. to 10s.and 11s,,
wheat has fallen from 10s. a bushel to 5s. 9., and they
live mainly on bread. Besides this they get cider.
Gives oneman 10s., the rest 9s. Employs six men,
four out, and two living in the house, Potatoes too
are much better than they used to be, and they live a
good deal on that. Puts the rise of wages on the
mines being near.  The people are altogether fat wore
independent than they used to be. Described a row
they made in his house the other day.,

There is only one squatter in” the village, and
wish we could get rid of him. His cottage is all
tumbling down, and he half starves his family. The,
are too Iazy to work., His brother did come to worﬂ
at weeding in the summer, but soon gave it up,

Had a cottage in the village, but it was burnt down,
and now his only one is one on the hill, but it is too far
offand no one will take it, though he only asks 27, a year,
Onc of his men lives in St. Bride’s, the next parish,

Can get a cottage on the hill with twoe acres for
21, 10s.

Holds of Colonel Tynte. Squire Herrick has most
property near about here. Duke of Beaufort comes
into the north, All non-resident,

Very high rates, 8s. 6d, People in the workhouse
too well off.  Was there the other day, and saw the
clean and tidy arrangements, “When ke came to live
here, the water was powring into the parlour, That
never happens to the paupers,

.
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PARISH OF SHIRENEWTON.
Population, 886 - Acreage, 3,350,
Cultivation, arable.

435, Rev.C. R. Hall, rector.—Women, young persons,
and children are cmployed in ordinary farm work
or hoeing thistles, cutting turnips, and picking up
potatoes and apples; but there is very litile demand
for this kind of labour. Generally speaking boys are
removed too early from school to keep off birds from
corn and pick potatoes and fruit, and I consider 8
full early, if legistation is likely to take place in the
matter.  In women’s labour, “as far as my obser-
vation goes, there is no necessity for restriction or
prohibition.” But boys go as young as 8 to keep
craws, and do not come back much after; they get
apple-picking, potato setting and picking, and when they
get a little older holding horses. Have two schools,
kept by mistresses, both under Government. Would
recommend the half-day system, the morning for
school,

When parents are interested in the education of
their children, distance presents very trifling obstacles,
and vice versd. "The payments are very swall, only
1d. or 2d. each per weck, according to the class they
are in,

Cottages contain commonly,—

1 sitting room,
1 back kitchen,
2 bedrooms.
Rent with garden, if good, from 44, to 5., per annum.

Many are in the hands of the farmers, but a great
number are occupied by squatters, of whom there are
wany in this parish, and others oceupy cots and land
they have reclaimed ecither frec or at a rent of about
Ss. per acre, with the house or cot upon it. Water
generally to be carried, but it is very good and
plentiful, ) .

“The cottages ate often crowded with lodgers, which
leads to much evil 3” it was muck worse formerly, but
the new valuation system will, T think, in a measure
mect that evil. The cottages were formerly pulled
down in the neighbouring close parishes, and the
people flocked into Shirenewton ; it is getting better
now.

Pantsit or NEWCHURCH.

46. Rev. Mr. Price, Newchurch.—His is the only
gchool in the parish, and supplies schooling too for
children out of about six parishes near, for many of
the smaller parishes have no school, and of course in
some of them there are many children growing up
quite uneducated. Could not, however, mention one
parish in this immediate neighbourhood remarkable
for it. Newchurch is a long straggling pavish, but
narrow, nearly 11 miles long.

State of morality pretty good. Some come to be
married in family way, and some few illegitimate, but
not many. A good deal of keeping company. A well
known ' characteristic of this county, they go to bed
first and marry after. Has married others for nothing
to induce them to be married, but they sce no harm
init, Don’t seem to care much if the child comes
firat,

47. David Cornfield, schoolmaster.—Children taken
as early as 7 to work in the field; generally begin at the
the crow-keeping a few weeks in the spring, also for
nutting, potato-setting, and apple-picking, nnd leasing ;
they all come back again, Out of 3% boys, nearly
one-half; nearly as many girls as boys, and as young.
Leave the school 9 to 11, and get regular work, if
they can, gencrally farmhouse work. Elder children
much kept at houte to fook after younger while mother
is out; interferes with work much, School not under
Government ; rural dean comes. Women work out a
good deal; every now and then & job.

A good many children kept awey from school
because of the penny. Have known them when the
Menday is very wet kept away from school all week
for sake of the penny. Some closo to the school who
neither work nor go to school, Indifference on part of

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

COMMISSION :(—EVIDENCE. 147 .
;

parents a great cause. Like to make a convenience
of the school. If there is an infant will send him with
other boy, though there is no infant school. Oldest
boy 11; girls up to 14 ; have had adults in the winter
quarter ; had them 18 years old, and walking three
miles. Sunday school, but no opposition school.
Don’t seem to appreciate evening school. Girls go to
service, working both in farms and towns ; some few
stay to work. Those who work out bear a good
churacter, with the exception of here and there one.
Could not count up a dozen. Of the women three
parts out of four work out more or less. With few cx-
ceptions as good characters and habits as other women.
No overcrowding.

4S. Mr. Edward Woodrufe, occupier.— Farms
near upon 400 acres, of which if you leave out the
rough land on the hill the larger half is arabie; had
65 acres in roots last year. Employs in all eight men,
of whom three are in the house, and are employed Ly
the year, carter, under-carter; and groom, the groom
being a big boy. Of the five outside has cottages to
give three of them, and allows cottage in addition to
10s. wages. The least he gives is 10s. and two quarts
of cider. He thinks giving cider a good plan; it
prevents his men going to the public-house, whereas
the mechanics go off every Saturday, and spend about
half their wages. Gave corn at onc time, but that
was when it had risen to 8s. or 9s.; and one of his
men with a large family came and said he could not
afford to buy flour, Said that he would give them
what tlour they needed for home consumption as long
as they wished at 6s. a bushel, and they went on till
price fell below that.  They all bake at home, The
bread is better and more satisfying than what they
buy. Most of them eat meat at least once a week.

Employs in harvest more women than anyone clse
near ; sometimes has 20 out. The system on which
he goes is to give them as wages the leasing of the
field afterwards, and they are all very happy to come
out. It is a parish peculiarly circumstanced—a great
many of these are the wives and daughters of the
Duke’s cotters. The Duke's cotters are at one time of
the year woodmen, and at other times when he re-
quires extra hands ave very glad to come and work.
Some of them have as much as two or three acres,
and as a rule Mr. Woodruffe will not employ a man
who has such a holding of his own. He employs one,
however, who is a very good hand, and perhaps lets
him off a day or two now and then to get in his
potatoes ; at present has lent him a pair of horses to
plough up his little bit of land, Most of them grow
wheat and potatoes. It is only for harvest, however,
that Mr, W. employs strange women, In everything
else he gives the preference to his labourers’ wives,
and they are always ready to come ont when there is
extra work to be done, unless there is a child coming
or just come. Many of them with large families will
come out in the summer, leaving an clder child in
charge of the children. They work among the turnips
at Gs. an acre ; sometimes they make as much as 9s, a
week. We have no wheat hoeing in this county ;
know only one farmer who hoes it, and he comes out
of Gloucestershire, The youngest bey in Mr. Wood-
ruffe’s employ is the groom; employs, however, in
necessary times a small boy to scare birds. Has two
employed at present, of whom the youngest is 11 years
of age. A boy younger than that is of little real use,
This little boy will sometimes do another job, such as
Jeading a horse, but is not regularly employed.

Reckon the people here very well off; cotlages
comfortable and wages high. Have been high for
some time; do not remember their rising of late years,

Parisn oF LraNGwyy,

Population, 985.

49. Rev. W. Price, vicar.—Rather a peculiar parish,
two joined together, Llangwyn, Ischa, and Llungwym
Ucha, and the two churches are close together.
Though fhe population is nearly 400 there is no
school, and Mr. Price during the 10 yems he has
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Monmouth-  Yeen here has been engaged in collecting money for
- it ; has now the plans and is going to begin.
Mr. Boyle, 15 a smali farm in the hands of the Charity Com-
- missioners, which he has got applied to the purpose,
Q. and when built the rent will go to provide a master
for the school. Some of the outlying cottagers send
their children to other parishes, some 10 or 12 go to
Liansoy, the rest of them go to no school at all,
eXcept ene or two dame schools, which are now and
theu established for a time and then die out.
the people can read more or less; have picked up that,
though they cannot write. They seem much to
appreciate the want of a school. At one time bad a
Sunday school, to which 40 children came, but had to
give it up; no time with three services every Sunday.
Does not think that the people are at all a worse set
than in the neighbouring parishes owing to want of
cducation. The cottages for the most part are fair,
many of the old stamp, with thatch, but roomy and
with sufficient accommodation ; none with only one
bedroom.  About 30 in the place, mostly scattered.
The greater part of them are what ave called duke’s
cotters, i.c., held at a nominal rent from the Duke of
Beaufort, a cottage and a few acres. Many of them
are woodmen, .c., cut coppice on the hills ; some few
are labourers, but as a rule it iz a parish in which few
labourers are wanted. MMost of the farms are grass,
and few hands are wauted, the farmer’s family being
generally sufficient, and what labeurers are employed
living in the house. Most of 1t belongs to the Duke of

shire,

Beaufort.

Does not think that because there is no school
boys go earlier to work than in parishes where there
is one. There is really hittle work for boys to do.

JArISH OF LLANVIHANGEL TraMYNYDD.

Population, 175 - Acreage, 1,031.

50. Ree. John Price, rector—* The cultivation of
this parish is mised, rather more arable, pastoral
rather less; with the exception of the hiil district
wmore adapted for growing wheat than any other corn ;
beans seldom tried ; it is a heavy clay soil.

“I do not know a boy under tiic age of 13 regu-
larly employed; they are olten sent en messages.
Above the age of 13 years there are four or five, but
they are hired servants from lst of May to Ist of May,
iving in the farmer’s house, and fed by him ; wages of
course in accordance with age and capabilities.
have nothing whatever to complain of, no necessity

for restriction as to boys.

“ Gurls are never cmployed in outdoor work, exeept
“ oceasicnally in milking. Women in harvesting, apple-
* picking, and reot drawing.” No necessity for re-
strictions. * We have no school in the parish, but there
“is one in the parish of Llanishen, where all our
“ children are required to attend, and do attend,

¢ Our cottages, as to their condition, are good, and
may be said to be more cottage farms than cottages.
Few cottages upon the farms; our cottagens are
generally squatters, They have all of them good
gardens annexed to them, many of them in addition
one, two, three, or four acres of land annexed, for
which they pay only a nominal rent to the lord of the

manor, the Duke of Beaufort.”

Very small parish, but also has Kilgwrwg adjoining;
nothing to complain of in the way of women or
childrew’s labour; the people generally are well off';
farmers go down to Pontypool, where they always
have an abundant maitket. The poor people are
chiefly cotters, who have their two or three acres, and
pay a nominal tent, which makes them very inde-
pendent.  Ife has found a man working for himself,
say at a very critical time that he must go off to look
after his own holding. Their cottages as a rule are
good, They arc mostly agricultural labourers, but at
the parish of Kilgwrwg which adjoins, and is high
up on the hill, they are mostly woodmen cutting
coppice to sell all round. The population there has
diminished of late years owing to cmigition, and

there are not above 80.
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What is most to be complained of is the bad water
supply, especially on the hills, the people having to go
sometimes half a mile, and that down hill, to fetch
water.

Parisu or St. Arvaxs.
Population, 391 - Acreage, 2,711,
Cultivation mixed and wosdland.

51. Mr. Daniel Baker, Crossway Green, occupier.
—“Boys begin work at 12 tc 16 at seed time and
“ harvest mostly.” As to restricting their labour “much
“ will depend on the size and constitution of the boy ;
¢ some boys are more fit at 10 than others at 12 years
¢ of age to begin work.” As to women %] thnk
“ out-door employment conducive to health and
“ beneficial to the parents when under their control.
“ Not many ™ work out.

(The worst thing done by the women of Chepsiow
is the carrying wood; they are allowed to pick it up
after the woods are cleared for their own use, and they
carry it on their heads into the town.

In point of morality Chepstow is by no means im-
proved by the railway coming in: the navvies did
harm that has never been undone. There is little
other employment for the townspeople who have not
business there except agricultural labour ; some of
Mr. Baker’s own labourers come out from Chepstow
(one mile). Mr. Baker gives as wages nearly 12s.
a week ; wages high because so near a town, Some
of his people have cottages of him, others zume out
from Chepstow.

He hastwo farms, onc in the Newport Union, where
he has a larger interest than he has here. Chepstow
is not a good warket. Newport seems very much to
have taken all that.)

52. Mr. George Smedley, Woodlands, St. Arvans,
—Farms 80 acres of his own and 11 glebe. Little
boys will run after him and ask him for employment ;
has one of 12 years of age now out keeping crows,
The first thing they do when keeping birds is to light
a fire; have had two serious fires; lost once 2007,
through such carclessness.  1f a boy has been brought
up roughly it docs not injure him to keep the crows
off the corn’ for a few weeks in the spring or autumn
at the age of 10 years,

No girls between 18 and 18 work out ; knows of one
casc of a girl over 18 who has fits, she goes out to
work in summer.  All go to service, mostly in farms;
they prefer farms, because they get more food ina
farm than in a town. None go out to kecp crows
unless they run out with their brothers for their own
pleasure. No restriction is required, as they readily
get employment as domestic servaats, if their character
is good.,

Nearly all the women except those who make dresses
are glad to get out of door work ; they rake and turn
hay, pull up swedes, turnips, carrots, and mangolds.
Do not go in bad weather. They pull swedes by tlie
acre, and it is wonderful how much they do when
employed at piccework. Male about 10d. to 1s. a
day. Goout8to 12,2to6.

Early work is no great interruption to the school;
perhaps no more than is really good for them. The
younger boys come to school here, perhaps 50 of them;
the elder, about 14 in number, between the ages of
13 and 135, go to the National school in Chepstow.

The cottages are in good order and sufficient for
the labour required. During the 20 years I have
been here, I have known no immorality that could be
traced to overcrowding in cottages.

Parisit or TINTERN,
Population, 355.

53. Mr. Morrell, manufacturer.—A farm servant
gets Gs. a week, living in the house; an out-door
workman 10s. to 12s. Give our bailiff 12, and a
cottage; heis the only man we employ; all we farm
is grass land ; mow about half of it for the horses, and
to do that get other hands.
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Women are paid in this parish 10d. and cider in
hay-making and apple-picking ; children come too and
pick apples. There is a good school, and most of the
children come pretty well. Above here on White
Hil live a lot of cotters, not such a good class ; they
do not work for the farmers : they are generally wood-
cutters, and help themselves in the Duke’s woods ;
they always keep a donkey, and poultry for market.

Newporr Uxiox.

54. Meeting of the Board of Guardians, Saturday,
November 13; from the Herefordshire Limes, No-
vember 20, 1869; the Right Hon. Lord ‘T'redegar
in the chair, and present, G. Morgan, Esq., M.P.;
Messrs. J. Latch, B. Thomas, W. Jones, J. W,
Bebell, R. Graham, G. Fothergill, G. Clarke, J.
James, R. E. Rees, Langley, and Rev. J. Davis.

The cierk said that Mr. Boyle, one of the assistant
cemmissioners, had waited upon him respecting the
Royal Commission on the cemployment of children,
young persons, and women in agriculture, on which
he was engaged, and was now in attendance, being
desirous of obtaining such information in reference
to the same as the Guardians could afford him.

Mr. Boyle after some preliminars observations
stated that in the first place he wished to know the age
at which chiideren were usually employed in farm
labour, and the nature of such employmeut.

Mr. Rees Rees said he did not koow that they em-
ployed them at all. Occasienally young boys were
employed as grooms, but they never hardly saw the
children. Sometimes, it was true, they were employed
to scare the crows off the ground for a week or two,
and this he thought was of some advantage to the
children, as out-door exercise tended to sharpen their
appetites, and it was generally considered conducive
to their health. In the harvest time they went
gleaning with their mothers, and sometimes little girls
acted as rurses. That,so far as he knew, was the
extent of the employment of children in the district.

Mr. W. Jones concurred with Mr. Rees, and said
boys were employed to scare away the crows, but
when so employed they ate twice as much as a grown-
up person.

Mr. O. Morgan, M.P.,, said if the commissioner
wished to see children well employed in the district,
he had better go over to their schools at Caerleon.
He was glad to say that there the children were em-
ployed, and he should be pleased if Mr. Boyle would
pay a visit to the schools and sce them.

Mr. B. Thomas did not think the inquiry was ap-
plicable to this county.

Mr. Grabam, with regard to gleaning, the children
are not employed by the farmers for that purpose. It
was voluntary on their part.

Mr. Rees.—1 meant that was all T saw them do.

Mr. Jones,—Yes, just s0 ; that is about the extent
of their work.

Mr. Graham.—In the National -and other schools
the children get holidays in the harvest time for the
purpose of going out gleaning.

Mr. Boyle.—Do not the children of the smaller
farmers work ?

Mr. Rees.—No; I don’t consider they do.

Mr. Boyle.—Are they cmployed oa the farms on
the hills ?

Mvr. James said in his district the question would
not apply. 1le knew that they could not get either
boys, girls, or women to work on the farms, conse-
quently they had to pay high wages to men to do
work that ought to be done by women. The boys
were generally taken away to the collieries to work,
and the wages which men carned there regulated to a
great extent the wages which they kad to pay for
farm labour.

Mr. Boyle.—Do not children work in the.low parts
of the country 7

Mr. James said he had a farm on the moors, and so
had Mr. Rees, and what they had already stated ap-
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})!'ﬁ'd to the low part of the district as well as to the
1S,

Mr. Boyle.—The next question is as to the means
of education, and the extent to which they avail them-
selves of it,

Mr. Morgan, M.P, said there were many schools in
the several parishes to which the children were sent.

The Rev. J. Davies, said in his parish most of the
children were sent to school, and the children generally
were pretty well educated.

Mr. Jones.—And I can speak the same of my
parish.

Mr. Latch said that in most of their districts there
were plenty of schools, and nearly every child was sent
to school.

Mr. Rees said there were schools in which the chil-
dren were educated and clothed.

Mr. Morgan, M. P., said there were some very good
schools at Marshfield, Bassalleg, and other places in the
district. In some places there was a practieal difficulty
in the way,as some of the parishes were very extended,
and if a child lived two or three miles from the school
it took him half the day to go there and back again.
For instance,if they took the parishes of Mynyddislwyn,
Risca, and Bedwellty, there were remote districts
which would take a child half a day to get to school,
and the other half to return.

Mr. Rees said Mynyddislwyn embraced an area of
16,000 acres, but he believed there were four or five
schools in the parish.

Mr. Boyle.—Are there many children growing up
not educated at all ?

The noble Chairman did not believe there were.

Mr. Boyle.—Do you think that most of the children
o to school.

The noble Chairman.—I believe that most of them
do.

Mr. Rees.—Yes; and there are numerous Sunday
schools, and you would be astonished how the children
are taught there, and the answers they give to the
questions put to them.

Mr. Graham said in his district there were abun-
dance of schools. There was also a good blue coat
school, and there was an excellent school at Christ-
church.

Mr. Boyle.—But in harvest times do not the girls
work ?

Mr. Rees.—Not at all ; young gitls arc too gay
now-a-days to work on a farm.

Mr. Boyle.—They are not regularly employed
there ?

My, Thomas.—We caunot get them.

Mr. Boyle.—Do they not work in the turnip fields,
hoeing swedes ?

Mr. Rees.—Not with us.

A Guardian.—They can go and steal them (laughter).

Mr. Morgan, M.P.—The only way they employ
themselves in turnip ficlds is to take them up and
carry them to Newport to sell.

The noble Chairman said the custom in this country
was different from any other — take Wiltshire for
instance. There the women were regularly employed
in hoeing turnips, but he never saw such a thing done
in this county.

Mr. Boyle.—Do the girls go to service ?

Mr. Rees.—No, not many ; they would rather be
dressmakers or milliners.

Mr. B. Thomas.—The tide of emigration is very
great from this county.

Mr. Boyle.—The next question is, what is the state
of the dwellings of the farm labourers ?

The noble Chairman said some years ago the cottages
of the labourers were not so good as they should have
becr; but they had been very much improved of late
years,

Mr. Boyle.—How many bedrooms have they ?

The noble Chairman.—Two in most of them, and
some have three,
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Mr. Rees.—I know of none in my district with only
one bedroom. In many cases the cottages belong to
the occupants, Lord Tredegar having kindly given
them the land to build on.

Mr. Boyle said on the other side of the county there
were a number of squatters.

Mr. Rees said there was in the neighbourhood of
Shire Newton, but it was very different heve.

The noble Chairman said in most cases the cottages
had garden ground, and the occupants took great
pride in cultivating the same.

Mr. Boyle.—The last question is as to the rate of
wages. What is about the average rate ?

Mr. R. E. Rees.—The average rate of wages is 15s.
per week. We can fairly put it from 12s. to 15s.

Mr. Latch.—From 10s. to 14s.  Men will work for
2s. a day.

Mr. Rees.—Many get 2s. 6d. a day.
get 2s. a day.

M. B. Thomas.—Do you know of any getting 10s.
a week?

Mr. Rees.—No, not any.

M. O. Morgan.—No able-bodied man would work
for such wages. An infirm man might do so.

Mr. James.—In my parish we have to pay 18s. to
11, as agriculturists expect to get paid the same as
colliers and miners. The one governs the other, and
the men go where they can be the best paid.

Mr. Langley said he was paying his men at Henllys
15s. a week.

Mr. Boyle.—And do you give them cider?

Mr. Langley.—No, beer occasionally ; but extra
wages are given in licu of drink.

Mr. B. Thomas said it was not the same here as it
was in Somersetshire, as here they got more wages
and Jess drink,

The Clerk said in 1861 he made a return to Mr.,
Graves, the Government Inspector, as to the rate of
wages paid to agricultural labourers. It was dated
February Sth, and he found that he stated the average
then to be from 13s. to 14s. a week for men, 6s. for
women, and 4s. for children. He had also made a
similar return in which he had consulted his friend
Mr. Rees, and was about to forward the reply to
Mr. Graves.

Mr. Boyle asked if any labourers lived on the
farms.

Mr, Jones said not so many as formerly, but he
liked to have them in the house, so that they might
be close to their work.

This brought the inquiry to a close, and Mr. Boyle
thanked the Guardians for the information they had
given him,

55. (Lord Tredegar has all his cottages in hand.
Finds it better for the labourer, as he only charges 37,
whereas the farmer charges more; but if thereis a
cottage to let on a farm he always asks the farmer who
he would like to have there. A cottage must pay
six per cent. to pay the owner; all Lord Tredegar’s
have two or three bedrooms; generally builds them
in twos and threes.)

56. Mr. Evans, clerk to the Union.—The law of
settlement has interfered much with the increase of
cottage accommodation. Two parishes of this Union,
Lanwern and Wilerick, were at one time utterly
denuded of cottages, in order to send the people into
the villages. Matters are, however, being mended
now. At Lanwern the population consists of the
rector’s house and one cottage. This district between
Newport and Magor consists of very rich land, that
lets at 3/, an acre ; the population is thin, as the farms
are chiefly grass, and employ few hands,

57, — Lyne, Isq., agent to A, Herbert, Esq,, of
Llanarth.—The employment of women is going out
very much now, even for harvesting. For haymaking
the men do not much like having them out with them
now, for they make anoise, This year Mr. Lyne, who
farms himself about Newport, had no women out at
ail, Perhaps the principal reason they do not go out
is the rise of wages. Mr. Lyne himself gives 15s,

Some may
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a week, but heis neara town. At Llanarth, however,
the wages are 12s., out of which the men have to pay
fora cottage. There has been 2 great diminution in
population, and but for the introduction of machinery
it would have been impossible for the farmers to get
on. They do not only go to the mines, but they
emigrate a good deal. A man goes to America and
writes back saying he makes his two dollars a day, never
mentioning how expensive all necessaries are, and the
man left behind thinks himself as good as the man
gone, and does not see why he is not to make the
same. There is a great move too among the people
with the spread of education ; they learn of places
where they would be better off, and do not see why
they are to be tied down to being agricultural labourers
all their lives. The boys do not work near so much
either ; with the move in favour of education they are
kept longer at school.

The poorest people are the farmers up on the hills,
who have only small holdings of perhaps 50 acres (those
who have sheep walks have of course more),and work
it with the help of their families ; their children grow
up with little or no education, and are the only people
who have little chance of rising. Some of them live
in very bad houses. Labour too is so dear that they
positively cannot afford to hire labourers.

There is a great want of cottages over the county
generally, and it ends in men walking two or thrce
wiles to and from work, and carrying their dinner.
Many of them live in the villages. There are no
cotters about here. It is very natural they should not
wish to improve their cottages, for they find that as
long as they live in & mere hovel they are not inter-
fered with, but when they improve they are come
down upon for rent.

A landlord cannot make money by his cottages, he
must considér them as part of his farm buildings. A
good cottage costs 1007, and to make it pay you want
a rent of 8L. a year ; alabourer on 12s. a week cannot
afford more than 1s. 6d. for his cottage, At Llanarth
few cottages are let with the farms. It is better to
let them directly from the landlord. The farmer may
get in a man the landlord has reason to object to, and
as long as he pays his rent and does his work insist on
keeping him ; besides, the farmer being a man of less
capital, will be less able to repair it, and if he goes out
perhaps leaves it in ruins, so that a great outlay is at
once demanded, Most landlords like to have their
cottages in hand. When a farmer lets a cottage there
is no implied stipulation that the labourer’s wife works
in busy times ; some of them, however, do so.

The cultivation about Llanarth is mixed, but the
cxtent under grass is being increased, for the supply
of labour is diminishing, and wages rising, and grass
requires fewer labourers, and the value of cereals is
diminishing.

One great reason of women being less inclined to
labour is the facility of getting out-door relief. If
they work three days a week they only get from
2s. 6d. to 35, and they can get 2s. equally well from
the Union without wear and tear of clothes.

Parisi or MacGor.

Population, 740.

58. Rev. A. C. Saunders, viear.—Wages here are
usually 2s. a day and drink. No cottage, and cottage
rent high, the great misfortune of the place being that
the cottages belong to many small proprietors, wlo do
little or nothing for them, and ask a high rent.
Wages are paid by the day, and if it is a wet day and
no work done no pay is given. Men who live in the
farmhouse are however paid by the week. The lower
part of this parish is mostly meadow, a good deal of
arable in theupper.  The parish of Redwick, which is
also attached to this, is small, enly about 200 peaple ;
it is all rich meadow land, and there are no poor, the
people being all farmers, and farm labourers living
with them. "The nearncss of the mines keeps up the
wages in Magor, and makes the people independent, for
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e
they and the farmers alike know that good wages are
to be had within an hour’s railway. Nearly all the
Few detached cottages.
And there are several small farmhouses also in the
village. Mr. Herrick is the chief proprietor. It is
the misfortune of this county that so many of the
There is a
great want of gardens and privies to the cottages.
Water supply good. Some cottages have no garden,

people live in the village.

large landed proprietors are not resident.

others a very small bit.

59. Mrs. Burris, wife 5f labourer.—Works out ;
very glad to work out, must do it; would like not
to if she could afford it. After all do not make much
by it ; children pull about and do a deal of damage;
has four children ; eldest boy about 12 ; does « bit of
work sometimes. Is a bad boy to go to school. Mr.
came and earried him there in his arms once.
Has to leok after the younger ones when mother is
out. ‘Thinks out-door work ruins the clothes, and has
Always works at
harvest ; works too by pulling swedes and turnips,
which is hard work ; also potato planting and setting.
Usual pay is Is. a day ; but among the turnips and
swedes work by the acre, and has to work very hard
Used to work in the farm-
Husband
Made

so few cannot afford to do that.

to make ls at that,
house, but only got 8d. a day for that.
makes 2s.a day, but is not always in work.
2s. Gd. part of the summer as a sawyer.

G0. Cottages at Magor.—Diary, October 26, 1869 :—
First
a very good one ; one of Mr. Herricks’, put in order
seven ycars ago, when the present man and his wife
Three rooms downstairs, three
above. Two lodgers, schoolmaster, and a bedridden old
man of 96. Family, man and wife and daughter. Rent
A good class of
cottage, but above a labourer’s. Visited a row of three
cottages close to the churchyard; very bad, each con-
sisting of only one room above, one below. The one
we were told was the worst was locked up ; man and
The next was open; a girl about
Cottage fairly tid

Girl told us tha{ sh{
and her father and mother, little brother aged 5, and
This was one of the familics
the schoolmaster mentioned as never coming to school.
The worst feature of these cottages is, they have only
the door iu front, leading a fow yards to the road, and
‘There is no
door or window at the back wall, to which runs up

Rev. Mr. Sanders took me to some cottages.
came to live here.

§l. 10s., “a good bit of money.”

wife out to work.
12 minding a younger child in it.
inside, and room fairly large.

two little sisters liveinit.

this strip is all the garden they have.

the garden of another cottage. No privy at all.

little further a row of whitewashed, slate-roofed cot-
tages, mostly only one room above, one below. Very
low rooms with open rafters; went into two; the first
inhabited by a tailor and his wife; the tailor reduced,
because he had been ill and could not work. Pays
3l. 5s., more than it is worth. A back kitchen, a lean-
to, but so many holes in the roof that it is useless for
A few doors beyond Mrs, Burris
lives, husband, wife, and four children ; husband
drinks, so family very poor; she works out a good
deal. Rent 8. 6s. All these cottages have a common

purposes of shelter,

privy.

Gl. Mr. Buticrworth, schoolmaster.—The time of
year when boys are taken away to mind crows is in
September and October ; there is a boy of 10 now
away minding crows, In April and May they go to
As a rule they come back ; but the
schooimaster generally has to go off to the cottages to
Am going after two or

plant potatoes.

see about getting them back,
three to-night.

Some of the children in the village never come.
There are two cottages close to the school, one, I
think, you were in to-day, where the children living
never come, except to Sunday school. There are two
schools in the village; would say, that as a rule, all

attend somewhere,

As arule boys and girls both stay up to 12 or 18 ;
have one boy in the school, who will be 16 next birth-

day; there are five boys over 14 and ouc girl,
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‘There are 71 children on the books including a few
infants. 52 children to be examined this time.

Girls do not do out-door work in the parish, but
some are kept at home to mind the younger children,
The “mounthly market” takes place on Thursdays,
and that is a bad day for girls’ attendance; in summer
markets are very frequent, Wednesdays and Saturdays,
and the girls are kept at home the afternoon before.
A good many women do out-door work.

There is no evening scheol ; the children could not
come regular.

Parisn oF Lraxvacues.
Population, 235.

62. Rev. W.J.C. Lindsay,rector.—Boysleaveschool
at about 10 years of age ; cannot say what becomes of
them immediately, but soon alter they get work at
some farm. Farmers want a boy about the farm for
light work. Most of ihe children come to school ;
but of course, as everywhere, here are some families
you cannot get hold of. They do not see the use of
it ; make excuses, such as no shoes, not properly
dressed. There are a good many cots in the parish
up on the hill ; small cottages held under a nominal
rent, 1s. a year, of the Duke of Beaufort. As the
land improves rent is raised, and the cottage put in
order ; but meantime some of the cottages are very
wretched. The people themselves bear a sufficiently
good character. -

Parisu or CAERLEON,

Population, 1,594,

63. Rev. H. P. Edwards, vicar.—There are tin
and other works here, which employ a good many of
the people; consequently there is not much labour
for women and children in agriculture. Hardly any
women go out except perhaps in harvest, The children
are kept at school by the advantage of a very large
endowment, which is worth 800/ a year, and supports
three schools, one for infants, one for girls, and one for
boys, besides clothing a good many, and apprenticing
the boys. Mentioned the names of two farmers, one
a widow, who employ their children a good deal on
their farms,

The wages arc not so high here as might be ex-
pected from its nearness to the mines. Mr, Edwards
has to give a man 2s. 6d. a day, but he will work for
a farmer for 2s. No liquor given. Out of 12s. a weck
he has to pay for a cottage, which comes to quite 2.
If he comes to work he is always paid, however wet
it is ; for there is always work to be done about the
farmhouse.

There is a considerable colony of Irish; thcy are
good sort of people, and receive about as high wages
as the rest, but are content often to live in very bad
cottages, There are a good many Roman Catholics
about, who like to get Irish labourers, and the con-
sequence is that many of them go out to work in other
parishes 4 or 5 miles distant, which is very bad for
them. Some of them get as wages 1s. a day and their
food, which is calculated at another shilling; but of
course it is a bad system for those with families, _For
n long time they had no school, but one has lately
been established with a mistress, and they go now
pretty well.

The parish includes also Llangattock Caerleon, which
is the only really agricultural part of it; it is small,
with about 200 inhabitants. Unfortunately it has no
school, and the trustces made a_difficulty about ad-
witting the children into the Endowed school in
Cacricon. Mr. Edwards got permission at last to admit
eight, Most of the rest go to school in the neigh-
bouring parish, Llanhennoch,

The cottages are improving now. Mostly very fair,
and few of the old one-storeyed thatched cottages left,
As a rule the Irish do not seem to cave to live in as
good homes as the rest. In one lane off the street there
were several familics huddled together in a.perfect
rookery of wretched cottages, and in one of these was

T4
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a man and his son earning about 1/ each, and drinking
most of it. They came at last into the hands of a
lawyer, who pulled them down and built up two
cottages, and most of the people went into Newport.
There is not much overcrowding now. There is a
great deal of drinking. At the works the wages ave
paid monthly, and then there is a general drink,

6+, — Llewellyn, Esq.,Caerleon.—Ifhe wantsa man
has to give him Ys. Gd. a day, and that scems to be the
general price in the parish. Caerleon is rather an
increasing place, as people live in it and go into
business i Newport.

The farms about here are small, few being as large
s 200 acres, and chiefly grass, so that much can be
done with men living in the house.

Up in the hills is a very poor class of farmers, who
work a good deal of theirland with the assistance of their
children.  Never heard of much difficulty in procuring
labour there : for, though the wages are high, a poor
farmer can get a labourer to live in his house and
receive low wages much more easily than a rich farmer.
The former is little removed above the labourer, who
lives in the house with him on equal terms.

About Caerleon a farmer finds it pays him best to
have three or four men in his house, so as to be up
early and late when required about the stock.

65. Mr. Williams, schoolmaster.—Quly three boys
employed, and they in the same family, and that was
only nine days, driving horses and scaring crows, The
oldest 10, youngest S. Farmer's own children. Small
farmer. Only in the wheat sowing season. Of course
farmers strive to do without them as much as possible.
Boys stay as late as 14, then are apprenticed.

Everybody liable to be on foundation as soon as
can read or write and do simple rules of arithmetic.
Have an infant school that prepares. In this school
about 80 boys. In one 90 girls. Rest, infants, Mixed.
Kept on an average 80 in cach for four years.

Girls stay as late as boys. Go to service. If they
have a good character from each place get a bounty of’
6l. Boy gets same for buying tools when his time
is up.

PArisu oF LLaNunsNocH,
Population, 22 - Acreage, 1,425.

66. Iees Keene, occupier, Pencraige.—The culti-
vation is average. Crops chiefly grown, wheat, barley
turnips, and clover. Has in-door servants hired
yearly. Ages 14 years and upwards. ¢ T think no
restriction necessary.” Boys are very useful when
12 and 18 years old. No girls employed. ¢ Not all
women.” A school provided by landed gentry. They
take advantage of it,

Cottages “ very good ;” quite sufficient ; not over-
crowded. ITave all very fair gardens, besides allot-
ments to a portion of them.

Panisu or TrepuyNoc,
Population, 164 - Acreage, 1,300.
Cultivation mixed.

67. Rev.C. T Salushury,vector.—Boysarc employed
¢ during harvest and at corn-sowing from the age of
« 7 years. For regular employment twoat 12 years.”
‘They ought to be employed “ not carlicr than 12 years
¢ old, except for occasional work.” Bird-scaring is only
for a short time, and does not much interfere with
schooling. There “is a day school in the adjoining
¢« parish of Llangibby (one and a half miles) of which
« the children here take advantage.” Women work
out very little, except in haymaking. There is only
one large farm in the parish, which is purely agri-
cultural.  Oddly enough there are very few children
in the parish, Only four families with children, but
all those four have a good many, one seven children.

“The cottages are poor, but not overcrowded.”
None have more than two bedrooms. But the girls
are got away very early into farm service, some as
young as 10, as soon as they can make themselves at
all useful in service, “ Unmarried labourers are

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c¢) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

EMPLOYMEXT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

¢ boarded at farmhouses.” All the cottages have more
or less gardens attached to them, besides an allotment
ground, which allows a piece to nearly every cottage.

Parisn or Coepxernew,
Population, 168.

6S. Mr. Jumes, occupicr, Cefn Llogall.--Keeps
six furm servants in his house ; mostly boys 16 to 20.
All unmarried. A married man goes to a cottage.
Does not keep them in the house because there is a
bad supply of cottages, but to have them nearer their
work and earlier. Keeps more in the house than any-
one near. Prefers boys at that age. Keeps oxen,
and wants them for that.  Farm is on the hill, but is a
tract of grazing land. Employ four men besides
regular labourers. They are married, and all live,
except one, on the farm ; he Jives in the village. Three
of the cetlages are let with the farm.  Mostly arable.
Pasture in front of house. Holds under Lord
Tredegar.

Gives 10s.and acottage. Onlygivesdrinkinsummer,
The men prefer beer. Don’t make much cider, aad
they like beer better. Never ciwploy women. Don't
know of any who employ women between our town
(Newport) and Cardid.

Plough very little beyond Newport by the sea,
Best land in the county. A man will have, perhaps,
25 acres, and employ one, two, or three men, and most
live in the house. Very thin population. Same down
by St. Bride’s and Peterstone,

Parisy oF ST. MeLavn's,
Population, 688 - Acreage, 2,57+
Cultivation mixed,

69. Rev.J. IV, Evans, vicar.—“ Boys are employed
on farms in the parish {rom the age of' 10 or 12 years
as regular servants, and occasionally, as at seed time,
but this to & small extent. The limit for boys' work
might be from 10 to 12 years, but in some cases, us in
that of a large family, too strict a rule would be a
hardship. There is a National sehool.

“Girls are not so employed.” Women are em-
ployed *in harvest time, and sometimes in picking up
stones in fields intended for hay fields. Stone-picking
is usually job work. In harvest the hours vary ns the
weather serves,

“The supply of cottages is not now very abundant
in this parish, which is an increasing one, but probably
the want will procure the remedy. Iixcept in coses
where extraordinary work, building, &c., has brought
an influx of stangers there has been no great over-
crowding with attendant evils. Most cottages have
gardens. There are no allouments.

Parisn or MiciarLsTON-Y-VEDW,
Population, 203 - Acreage 1,220.
Cultivation mixed, nearly equal arable and pasture,

70. Rev. Im. Jenkins, vicar : — Boys are em-
ployed “from 11 to 18 years of age. The first work
boys of 11 do is to keep the rooks from eating
the early sown corn in the month of March. Boys
are allowed to go out of the school for a month
or six weeks for that purpose, and return again to
school. Boys of 13 generally live with the farmers in
the house ; they are hired by the year, Roys of
younger age looking after the rooks frequently live in
a cottage on the furm with the parents, so they have
no great distance to go to work. ‘They shoukd nct be
employed in any kind of work under 10 years of age.
‘They are of no service to the farmer under 10, They
attend the school regularly at that age. There is an
endowed school in the parish free to all the children
in the parish,  All necessary school materials are pro.
vided for the children entirely free. Every advantage
is taken of the school. When a cottage becomes
vacant and a family out of the parish take the cottage
they immediately apply to admit thoir children into
the school,
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«“There is one class of superior cottages.

« another class of old cottages, not so good,

There is
They

“ are sullicient for the supply of labour, and many of

¢ them on the furms.” No overcrowdig.

“Every

« cottage has a gozd garden and well cultivated.”
Girls and women are not employcd ou the farms.
“The women stay at home and attend to domestic

« affairs.”

Young gicls should not be employed in

agricuiture, they should go to service to learn domestic
work. Women wight be of service to farmers at

harvest time, but in this district they
employed.

are not

71.” Miss Oden, schoolmistress.—Sometimes a boy

goes to scare birds at 10, 11, or 12,

go picking potatoes and beans.

None go much,
and most come back to school when it is over.

They

There are GS on the books. There are 47 present

to-day.

There are more girls than boys; some of the bays
£o to a man’s school, but they have to pay more ; this

school is free.

The oldest boy is nearly 13; he is

kept away sometimes, more than any of the others.

Girls stay sometimes up to 14.

Theve is no night school; it is a scattered pavish ;

some children have to come two miles,

7la. Rees Edward Rees, occupier. —“ Boys arc
seldom ewployed under 14 years of age ; when they
are employed it is to keep off birds from feeding on
the corn. Girls are never employed at outdoor work.”
Able-bodied men get 12s. to 15s. per week. They
are paid by the week, wet or dry. We are within

three miles of the mines, which raises wages.

Give

in harvest time three or four quarts of cider, but that
is more than most people. Farms 150 acres. Employs
four men constantly, of whom one a carter, and the
rest generally employed. Labourers here are better
off than in most parts ; there is no need for women to
work, There is a deal of dissent about here; isa
dissenter himself’; but people are all liberal, and get

on well together, even as regards church rates.

Con-

siders the farmers and people well off here; holds
under Lord Tredegar; average value of land 23s. a

year, but less than the rent of most proprietors,

tlas

a freehold of his own at Lantarnam, and thinks people
well oft there as here; there ave works in the place.
There are few cottages down in the flat; a good
many of the people employed at Peterstone iive in
these parishes; a distance of two or three mlics to

come to work.

72. George IV, Jumes, waggoner—~Waggoner to

Mr. Rees Rees.

Gets 192s. a week, and one deducted

oecause he has a cottage given ; also gets food on

Sundays.

Wife never works; has a young child, and besides

it is not the custom in these purts.

Came from

Worcestershire ; do not think there is much difference

in wages between those parts and this.

Got two

quarts of drink there, but not here ; you do not want

so much food if you have drink.

Boys go out with

horses in Worcestershire, but not here, as ploughing

is done with two horses, who are driven,

Not much

for o boy to do here before he is 14 or 15 years of

age.

78. Thomas Maull (oldish man, general lgbourer
on Mr. Rees’ farm).—Has 10s. a week, and drink and

victuals; generally works in the gavden,

He hires a

cottage, paying 81, a year for it. Wife, four children,
and grandehild live in it ; only two rooms, and thatched

roof; docs not belong to Mr. Rees.

May as well

speak the truth at once. Landlord not very par-

ticular about rent, but does no repairs,

Chiidren all

young; eldest son was drowned at sea, his wife is in

service.
74, Cottages at Michaelston.

1. Mrs, Griffith.—Cottage, two rooms below, two
above, stone and slate; holds direct of Lord Tredegar;

3L,

sexton. Has four other younger children.

Husband dead; eldest boy of 15 is clerk and

Gets 6s.

from the union; two for herself; one for each of the

children who cannot work,
24838,
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2. IVilliam Norris—Cottage held of Colonel Tynte
8L a yeur. Three rooms; kitchen with large “old-
fashioned open chimuey, bedroom opening into it,
very small, and with no tight, and bedroom upstairs.
No children at home at present ; sometimes has two.
Dilapidated-looking, and the dour was below the level
of the ground.

8. Joseph 1} hite.—Nice looking cottage, two windows
on each side of door, and two above ; whitewash and
slate ; two rooms below and two above ; neat and
clean ; the staircase opens into the first room,  Mrs.
W.s husband works for Lord Tredegar; gets 18s. a
week, but has to be out on Sunday as well among the
stock. Has five children ; a big son not at home,
except now and then, and two daughters, who seemed
to be about 14 and 15. Daes not work in the fields
herself, there is not a many do about here. Rent
3L 15s.

4. David Howell.—A thatched cottage that wants a
good deal cf repair 5 inhabited by an old man, his son
and daughter, and three children. Big kitchen down-
stairs and the old man’s bedroom. Upstairs one other
bedroom, a long room exteading the whole length of
the house ; roof sloping to the floor; thatch bare,
except for some newspapers put over it. Staircase
like a ladder into a loft. Eldest child, a girl aged 8,
goes to school : a boy aged 5, anoth:er 21, Pays rent
2. 10s. to Lord Tredegar.

5. IVilliam Lewis—Neat cottage, all on one floor,
but has two sitting rooms and two bedrooms, and
generally only self and wife at home, except sometimes
when only son comes to see them. 1as worked for
Lord Tredegar as woodman 33 years. Rent 3., 13s.
Capital large garden,

75. Cottage on Mr. Rees’ farm.

Let with the farm, and lets his waggoner have it at
a shilling a week ; stone and red tile; high sloping
roof; one room above, one below ; looked tidy and
clean, and seemed nice people in it; only husband and
wife and child. The calf-shed adjoins.  Mr. Rees
says if family increases must turn the loft into another
room, and perhaps the call=shed too.  Went upstairs.
The roof slopes, but is well ceiled.  Garden of nearly
30 perches.

76. Mr. James (occupier), Mynyddyslwyn.—Gives
155, a week; obliged to do it, because of the mines,
or men oll go away, as they are close.  Docs not find
women work, for men are too well off. Fortunately
do not require so many men, as there is a great deal
of sheep-walk, and wost of the rest is dairy. Farms
are smaller than below, but people as rich beeause of
the extent of sheep-walk, Farm servants, girls, do the
milking, and have two big boys in the house who
drive the cows, The 155 is in money; sometimes
they take a cheese. Much the case with other farmers
of the parish,

Boys do not go with the horses now; driving is done
with reins ; oxen ploughing has gone out.

Pontyroor Uxiox,

77. Meeting of Pontypool Board of Guardians, No-
vember 18, 1869; — Lewis, 12sq., in the chair.
Present, — Ralph, Bsq. (Usk); — Morgan, Esq.
(Mamilad) ; Messrs. Dunn (Usk), James (Goy-
trey), Jenkins (Glascoed), Xe.

Boys are never employed under 12 years of age ; it
is a rare case to sec onc as young as 10, There are
a great number of small farmers in this county who
work their children ; but boys are not wanted now to
drive horses with the plough; it is all pair-lorse driving.

The questions do not apply much to the Union ; a
great part of it being mining, and children are taken
as soon as ever they are 12 years of age to work in
the mine, Girls are taken into the farmhounse at
about 14 in the agricultural districts ; and Mr. Evans
says they are not much use at that age; they keep
fowls, &c., weed the garden, &c.

U
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There is no parish without a school ; and a good
many in some Mr. Ralph thought. Avound Usk the
mears of education are very meagre, but where there
is a guod opportunity small farmers send their chil-
dren ; labourers as a rule do not. The schools are
principally little dames’ schools, where reading and
writing are taught and little more.

In Usk they are well off for schools, and attend-
ance is regular.  There is an elementary school under
Government, and aided by Roger Edwardes’ charity,
which only diminishes the Government aid. and the
rest is made up by private subscription. There are
also dames’ schools, and a Roman Catholic school, very
good, and scon to be a Church school also.

In Llangibby two good schools; well looked after ;
none at Llanbaddock; they go to Usk and Llan-
gibby ; principal part go. 'They are more disposed to
avail themselves of it than town population was Mr.
Duna’s opinion, but not generally echoed. At Goy-
trey a National school is kept under Government, and
there is also a British school.

There are not a dozen children who don’t go in the
parish, and there is quite a fight for the children
which school they are to go to.

Women assist their husbands when they get such a
job as swede pulling; they do a bit when land is
wanted to be cleared all at once.

You cannot always get women ; much of the work
about Usk is done by the Irish women there; they
come and ask for it. Some are more active than men.
Take work for perhaps a week or fortnight, They
weed spring-corn and set potatoes, and they are better
than men to do such jobs. Useful in harvest. About
gentlemen’s houses they are got in preference to men
to weed. Too few looking out for work ; cach year
fewer.

In mining districts they work with their hus-
bands on the small holdings.  Mr. Dunn thinks a girl
pretty well educated won't go out. Irish daughters
won’t go at all; it is only the mothers. Some who
work out are quite as good a class as those who do
not. Little immorality arises from it.

Less said about dwellings the better, seemed to be
the general opinion ; dwellings of farmers not good
even, much less of labourers.

Many small farms ; great deficiency in cottages on
farms, and farmers obliged to keep them in houses,
and cottages arc crowded with lodgers, which leads to
immorality.

Mr. Morgan thinks labourers selves much to hiame;
they will not pay a rent sufficient for the value of a
cottage.

They cannot, afford it, Mr. Dunn says.

Mr. Morgan says a cottage costs 100/., and you
won’t find a man give more than 44, even & man who
makes 155, a week,

Mr. Evans says 4{. 10s. or 5l.is the rent at Llangibby,
and Mr. Lewis says a good bit of garden is added
generally.

Myr. Ralph says you seldom see a cottage with front
and back door, and Mr. Morgan says nothing improves
habits of labourers like a good cottage. When the
Irish first came they were a wretched set, but now
they are getting wonderfully civilized.  There are
very few cottages with two bedrooms ; hardly one
with three; many with only onc.

Mr. Morgan thinks the badness of the labourers,
dwellings onc of the wretched features of agricultural
life.

Mr. Ralph says there are a number of tumble-down
cottages, and thinks it a good deal the landlord’s fault,
who find cottages do not pay and let them fall to
picces. They nre consequently driven into Usk, and
lodge in the other villages, or have to go into
lodgings.

Mr. Evans gives 10s. and cottage at Llangibby; they
also get a meal now and then, and three parts of their
meals in summer, The gentleman from Trevethin,
which is & manufacturing parish,‘gives in kind and
all about 14s.
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Mr. Morgan (Mamilad) gives 12s., cottage free,
taxes paid, and potato-greund, and uever deducts for
loss of time.

Mr. Ralph says a view to take is that some are
much better oft than others; a waggoner has good
fixed wages ; a lot are thrown out in bad weather
who work by the job.

Mr. Morgan, who is close to the mining district,
could not get a good man under what he gives. Con-
siders they get as good as 18s. to 1/. a week.

Mr. Lewis says there are a large number of casuals
employed in harvest and other busy times, who do not
work out generally, and Mr. Ralph says they are not
as a rule agricultural labourers. Inferior made men,
but want 3s. a day very often, ut least 2s. Gd.

Boys live in the house generally (Mr. Evans), and
begin with 51, go to 12/, and more sometimes.

Mr. Morgan says the cider and beer very bad given
by the farmers. Dow’t make a rule of it himseif.
Injurious to both employer and employed. They
have so much the employer loses by it.

Families are better off if money is given instead ;
they take too much and can’t do work after ; the
general allowance is two quarts a day.

Mr. Dunn offered a man 3s. a week instead of drink
and he refused it ; gives about two quarts a day. Mr.
Lewis gives only two pints,

Mr. Ralph would say at Usk 18s.a week is the
a}:qmge wage, and find everything, cottage and all, out
of it.

Mr. Evans says some men are better than others,
and of course have higher wages. A good waggouer
often gets 161, a year; a bad often 9/, only.,

Parisnt or Usk.
Population, 2,112,

78. G. R. G. Ralph, Esq., thinks oue of the worst
things done by women and children here is “ going to
wood.” They may be seen coming in with great bundles
of wood on their heads, They are allowed to go out
and take the dry wood from the many woods about
here and from the hedges for their own use; but it
cnds in many of them bringing it into Usk and selling
it to the bakers, &c. Some of them will make at this
more than 1s. It is principally the Irish women who
do field work; the Irish labourers are not skilled—
they cannot plough, and so are not worth the wages of
a Welshman.

There are many cotters in the hamlet of Gwen-
hellog, most of them holding of the Duke of Beaufort,
who also has cotters in the parishes of Monkswood
and Glascoed ; would put the average of the rent
paid to him at 1/ a year; the greater number pay
about 10s., some as little as Gd., but as the leases on
lives fall in some of the rents are raised. The farm
buildings in the district are very bad; but then it
must be remembered that the tenants are a class who
would not appreciate better ; they farm from 100 to
150 acres as a rule.  The usual rent in the district is
about 1/, an acre, bot the farming is bad, though
some of the land, especially beside the river, very

ood,

Mr. Ralph was good enough to show me the rate
book, from which it appears that nearly every cotter
has at least an acre of land ; in one page of about 20
holdings were only two of less than an acre. Usk is
a town, or rather large village, full of gardens; each
house has its garden at the back ; some very large in
the middle of the town.

79. A day in Usk.—Diary, November 20, 1869,

My, Falconer (County Court Judge) took me to see
the club room that he has built for the townspeople.
Mr. Falconer considers that there is no great harm
in the number of public-houses; they cut up the
people into different sets, and there is less harm comes
of that than of a large party drinking together. His
club room is on strictly temperance principles; coffee
and buns the only refreshment allowed, 1t is open at
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6 in the evenir.,, and sometimes there are as many as
80 or 90 present. Newspapers are provided, and a
bagatelle board, and draughts and backgammon ; but
no cards or playing for money allowed. The bagatelle
board was bought for them, because there was one at
one of the public-houses, which kept people away from
the club-room. There is also a small library, but some
bring their own books, and there is now and then
reading aloud. Mr. Falconer hires the house at 14,
a year; the room has once been a school, and is
sufficiently well adapted ; the rest he lets off 5 but
it is his great wish to be able to build a bigger and
better room. There is in connexion with it a savings
bank, and Mr. Falconer was good enough to show me
his accounts. Sums exceeding 47 in all are paid in
in some weeks; and he has opened an unlimited
account with Government.

We went also to see the Church, and the school,
which is partly under Government, and receives also
aid from Roger Edwardes’ trustees ; this year 41 chil-
dren were presented for examination.  There are two
very good rooms, but there only being a schoolmaster
at present it is a mixed school; it is open to all
denominations. The vicar has just finished the con-
struction of a Church school. Visited the jail, and
then the Rev. W. Wilson, R. C. priest, took me to
sce the homes of the poor Irish ; there is a good deal
of overcrowding in many of their cottages, and the
rents are generally enormous in proportion to the
quality of the house.

1. The worst case of poverty 1 saw was one
actually in the town, where a husband, wife, and four
children all live in one cottage, beside a little wiid-
looking girl, whose parents are © very bad, and is as
if she had no parents.” The cottage has but one
room below and oue above, but both rooms are large,
but the floor of the downstairs room is very rough,
paved with big stones. The husband earns 10s. a wecek,
and that not always certain. The house rent is 7/
a year, rates and taxes beside. The husband isa
farm Jabourer ; the wife goes out sometimes to get
a little money, but oniy washing and such like ; does
not work out. “One day out in the fields is worse
“ than six in"the house.” The Rev. Mr. ‘Wilson
mentioned another case of a labourer on 10s, & week
close by.

2. Close by a two-roomed cottage, one above the
other, containing husband, wife, and four children,
the eldest a tidy looking girl of 1+. Rent 7s. a month,
and rates to pay; was 8s. formerly and all rates paid.
Next door a similar cottage, containing husband,
wife, 2 son, grown up, with rheumatism, a servant out
of work, and two younger children. Rent, 8/ 18s.

3. A row of cottages close by the church, con-
sisting each of only on¢ room downstain, and a lobby
and one bedroom upstairs. Rent 6., and besides this
rates and taxes to be paid; at the Reform Bill rates
were thrown on the occupier, but rent not lowered.
In one cottage lived a husband and wife, husband
earning 12s. a week, and four young children, the
youngest a baby. Wife cannot go out to work.
Husband works for Mr. Ralph. The wife is going
away to Cork to fetch the child that her brother has
just died leaving.

4. Tanhouse.—A row of houses in the suburbs we
visited, containing one room downstairs, and one or two
up; let at 2s. 6d. a week cach, and rents and taxes to
pay. Inonelived ahusband and wife, and four children;
the bushand has a bad arm, and is lucky if he makes
7s. a week ; does not always make that. Wife goes
out sometimes, but cannot often, as there are the chil-
dren to mind ; cldest boy is out keeping birds for
Mr. Lister at 4s. a week. The smallest cottage was
at the end, and when wc entered seemed full of chil-
dren; only two rooms, one above and one below. In it
live a husband, wife, and six children, generally only
five, but the cldest a girl of about 17 was at home,
having left her place in service. The husband makes
12s. o week, and that seemed to be all the money that
comes into the family. Rent, 25, 6d. a weck.
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5. Walcheren.—Went into one of a row of cottages
that branched off from the road ; only one room above,
one below; in it live a husband, making 12s. a week,
wife, five children, and the old grandmother. The
biggest boy is about 17 or 1§, and works out, the rest
at home are little children,

80. Oliver Davis, Usk, district surveyor.—Very
well off for schools in this parish, and in the district
generally, partially owing to Roger Edwardes’ charity.

1. Middle class school, under Roger Edwardes’
charity, to which farmers’ sons, tradespeople of the
town, and some clergymen send their children.

2. Church school, also partially supported by Roger
Edwardes’ foundation.

8. Elementary school for boys and girls, under
Government, partially supported also by Roger Ed-
wardes’ charity and by the people of the town.

4. Roman Catholic school. There are out of a
population of about 1,600 more than 200 Roman
Catholics in Usk, a circumstance which has brought
in a good mauny Irish labourers, who are generally the
poorer classes in the town, and live in the worst
cottages ; they are, however, well behaved.

Thereare besides ladies’ schools and Sunday schools
in the neighbourhood.

At Llangwym (four miles) the dissenters have a
school, and there is also a new National school going
to be built, partly in connexion with Roger Edwardes’
charity.

At Llansoy there is a Church school for boys and
girls, and a dissenting school.

At Llantrissent (three miles) there is a large school.

At Llandenny a very good school; also at Llangibby.

At Glascoed the dissenters have a school.

At Monkswood there is a very good school for small
children, to which children come from all the
neighbourhood.

At Mamilad there is a good school.

At Goytrey, also, one just built by Colonel Bird.

There is little employment of boys before the age
of 10 except bird-keeping, and after that age their
parents generally contrive to get work for them.
Some live at home, and some go into the farmhouses,
where they look after sheep, cattle, &. TPlough
driving has gonc out a great deal for boys since the
gee-ho driving came in. The soil is tolerably stiff,
but they manage to plough without boys to lead the
horses.  They begin first for, perhaps, only their
victuals. Girls go a great deal about the same age
into farm-service, but do not work in the fields.

The wages in the district are pretty high, averaging
13s. Considers that the new Highway Act has had a
good deal to do with the rise of wages. In his own
capacity as surveyor employs men at 3s. 6d. a day on
the roads, and finds them always ready to come.
In getting men to break stones at 2s. 6d. he has a
greater difficulty. You may always settle that people
are well off when you see stones lying unbroken hy
the road. A good many of the men who go away to
the mines come back crippled and bent while quite
young. They are drawn away by the temptation of
higher wages, quite forgetting that everything in the
hills is more expensive.

Women get 10d. a day for picking swedes, hay-
making, &c., but the English and Welsh women do
not work much now ; nearly all the women’s work
has been taken by the Irish. ~ The Trish labourers are
not so well off as the English, and are more stupid.
Reckons the people of this county a more enlightened
set than those of the West of England. The Irish will
begin on 10s.a week, and go on perhaps on tha: for 10
years, finding a cottage out of it. Many of them risc
however ultimately, and some, when they become
skilled, will make as much as 18s. a week. Tt is their
wives who do most of the out-door work,

Some of the Usk people, especially the Trish, go as
far as five miles to work. Before the Act it was the
custom very much in the neighbourhood to pull down
cottages,so as to drive the people into the open parishes
like Usk. Llangibby was a parisk (three miles distant)
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where this was much done. The plan is going out
now, and more cottages are being built: still many of
the Usk people go long distances to work. Nearly all
the Irish are agricaltural labourers.

In the county generally the cottages are bad, but
improving. ‘There are some very bad specimens in
Usk, especially where the Irizh live; they bring in
their native habits of not seeming to care where they
live, and they herd together in wretched little hovels.
The worst are the Taunhouse and Walcheren cottages.
Mentioned a case in Newport of a street entirely
inhabited by thieves and prostitutes; an Irish colony
came over and entirely routed them.

S1. Rev. Thos. Wilson, R. C. Priest, Usk.—The
Irish colony here is chiefly from County Cork, and
came over at the time of the fansine. They are very
badly off, but not worse off as a rule than the Welsh
labourers, only they are a separate class and live much
by themselves. Ifave many of the boys taken away
from school to field Jabour very early, say about 10;
go into the farms to do a bit of work there. Con-
trives to keep girls much longer. A good deal of
wark is done out by the Irish women ; they go out to
pick stones and cut swedes. Some men go as much
as four miles to work.

Parisu or Lraxcinsy.

Population, 525.

82. Rer. E. A. IFilliams, rector.—Llongibby is a
very scattered parish, purely agricultural. There is
no great cluster of houses at all, consequently many of
the children have to come some distance to school ;
they are tolerably regular notwithstanding, and there
are very few that do not come to school. They will
go away at the age of 8 «r 9 for bird-keeping, bnt
come back again. There are about 60 children at the
school, and about 20 more at another in one of the
hamlets. The wages are about 19s., 25, a day, and
women work out very little, except in haymaking.

83. Miss E. , Llangibby.— Brother never
employs children, except perhaps a boy to keep crows.
Next to him our youngest would be about 17 ; he is
under-waggoner, and lives in the house.

We have no less than four workmen living in the
house ; have to have a good many here, because there
is a great want of cottages; we have only two, our
head-waggoner, who is a married man, lives in one.
Mr. Williams, the squire, did not build cottages,
partly to keep down the poor-rate, partly hecause he
also thought that boys and girls were brought up
better living under the farmer's eyes. We give our
men 12s. a week, and other advantages; they have
their food in harvest, and the waggoner always his
dinner.  The men who live in the house have exactly
the same food as we, and if you go into the cottages
you will find the workmen living there nearly as well
off.  They all keep their poultry and pigs.

We have no one from Usk that comes out to work
here, except one Irish woman,now an old woman, who
comes cvery day, and has worked for us five years.
She always works out, will not work indoors. We
have also three or four women out from Usk for apple-
picking or topping swedes. We have a good deal in
roots, a great deal in pasture, but no dairy. Wheat
does not grow well in the valley because of the blight.
Our farm is 800 acres ; it is the laigest but one in the
parish.

When our men marry, most have to leave us, because
they cannot find a cottage. No new cottages are
being built.

84. J. Jenkins, Glascoed, oceupier—Gave a shep-
herd 11s. a week and a cottage and garden, and about
30 perches; considers as good as 15s.; gave him dinner
and supper lambing days, because cottage half a mile
from house. Now my own son shepherd.

Gives waggoner who lives in house 12/, ; and a boy
in house 4/, aged 14.

Only men in regular employ, do all clse by job
work,  Will sometimes get 2s. 64. or 35.  Some fond
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of a dvop of drink, will spend as soon ag get it. Give
drink ; one man never happy unless drunk; getting
7s. 6d. a week and his board, May to September.
Farm about 180 acres. In harvest would have em-
ploycd a good many ; three or four hands extra for a
month this year ; not many employed now ; no apple-
picking.

Puts mangolds out to piccework ; sometimes a man
and wife come, sometimes with one or two boys ; has
about 10 acres in roots. Gives about 8s. an acre.
Nol\buys keeping birds; not bad off in our part for
rooks.

Paris or GoYTREY.

Population, 567 - Acreage, 3,330.

Cultivation mixed; some farms as small as 20 acres,
and the average about 35.

85. Rev. Thomas Etans, rector, Nantyderry.—
There are no farms in the parish up to 100 or 200
acres ; the consequence is the farmers are little
better off than the labourers. Boys are employed
“from 12 to 13 in hay and corn harvest, and potato
“ setting and picking;” sometimes they go keeping
crows; youngest boy never less thau 10 years of age.

¢ Girls are not often employed, perhaps a dozen
“ between 12 and 14 years of age occupied in harvest,
¢ hay and corn, and potatoes.” They are not in service,
but live at home. They arc no worse than other girls.
“ About half-a-dozen women in the parish” work;
they weed and pick stones ; some are pretty regularly
employed, others only by the job : they are labourers’
wives; pick stones and set and pick potatoes ; little
work among the swedes,

The cottages are pretty numerous on the farms ;
they go to work “from a mile to a mile and a half;”
condition fair, Mr. Evans himself has just built a
cottage with three rooms, but few are so well off.

There are two schools; a National school with 80
on the books, attendance to-day 40, which is very good
out of 2 population of 557. There was a small dis-
senting school, but that has been shut up. The sccond
school 'is kept by Mr. Bird over his stables, and he is
engaged in building a scheol.

8G. Mr. James, Goytrey, oceupier.—Keeps his men
in the house. Has no cottages ; most people who
live in cottages are employed out in piecework,
Averages four in house all year. T'wo waggoners and
another man amonyg them ; all unmarried. ~ Some keep
a labourer or two out. Average pay for a house
servant Gs. Gd., with board and [odging ; is worth
nearly 16s.

Hedging is done by the perch, mowing and swede
pulling by acre. A man will make 2s. 6d. a day. In
summer often 8s. a day and victuals,

Women only work out in harvest. Very few in
parish ; never get less than 1s. a day. There is little
going to wood now. They buy coal, 7s. 6d. a ton;
10s. at Nantyderry.

Never employ a boy; gencrally try to shoot down
crows. Not badly off’ tor rooks in the neighbourhood,

Panisiies oF GWERNESNEY AND LLANGEVIEW,

Population, 216.

87. Rev. J. Blower, curate.— Two very small
parishes, with scarcely 200 people between them.
Very well provided with schools, but do not scem to
care to avail themselves of them. The parents scem
to like to get their children out as soon as ever they
are able to earn anything. Will send them out at 10
to keep crows, and soon after get them work in the
farmhouses,  Nearly all the women work out more
or less, turnip and swede cutting, or in the harvest.
Reckons those who go out to work about the best of
the women; those who stay at home get idling about.
As a rule girls do not work; only know of one case of
a girl about 13 working; she goes out to do work like
a woman. She is the daughter of a man who works
for Mr. Blower, rather & silly man; gets 125, a week,
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his wife washes, and does field work too, when she
gets a job,  Ias alittle boy besides, who hawks coal
for the poor; so there is a good deal of money coming
into the household. ‘They pay 4/ a year rent for their
cottage, and keep a donkey and cart.

‘The regular wages are from 10s. to 12s., but though
wages are good men generally prefer irregular job
work., They want to get on the roads or railway ; his
own man will probably go away at hay-making time,
and work at that and at reaping through the summer,
The consequence is, when that sort of work is over
they arc often thrown out of employmeut; then they
are pretty ready to come and tell Mr, Blower, A
good many idle hauds, who he would rather get rid
of, come and live in the village of Llangeview, with
the idea of getting admitted into an almshouse when
old.

Most of the cottages are conveniently situate on
the farms ; a farmer likes having a cottage let to him
on a farm where he can have his own maun, and get
out of him as much work as ever he wants, Many of
the cottages are very bad, but none so bad as those
in the neighbouring village of Llangwym. The prin-
cipal landowner does not build up the falling cottages,
and so a good many of the people go away. For-
tunately there are not very many children in the
place, so there is no covercrowding, and the parents
are very eager to get their daughters out into service,
say at 10 years of age. Knows one instance of a
family living in two roomz. One woman had too
much room, and kept her pig in the house, and we
had much difliculty in getting her to turn it out,
There are a good many cot-rents, some heavily
mortgaged ; mentioned an instance of onc man who
borrowed 10/, on his, and brought up two pigs to pay
off the debt ; when the pigs where killed he spent the
money, and let the debt go on.

As a rule reckons the people very well off or they
would not stay in the county.

Girls are kept at home a good deal to mind younger
children while their parents are out at work,

Parisu or LLANTRISSENT.

88, Mr., Jones, occupier.—Is giving now 9s. a week
and finds his men their cottage. Has only a little
boy in the house. Give from 12s. up to 155, Tam
giving a little more than some. In some places many
living in the house begin at 4l as a boy, and go up
to 12/,

Boy in house about 12; keeps crows, Scldom
employs women; they weed corn, pick stones off
clover. Workmen’s wives chiefly.

A good many cots, more than in most parishes.
They pay an acknowledgment to Archdeacon Davis,
lord of manor. Few frecholds. Cannot wmortgage.
As well (giving a man 7s. 6d. and victuals and drink)
off here as most places. Have to keep in repair
themselves ; do a little every year. Some cover with
stones, slate, straw, &c.

150 acres, rent under four gentlemen. Quly a
house where [ live, on others no building. Men at
work live close by, Farm, more corn than grass;
rather on the hill.  Much ditfference in land in the
parish.

In summer gets about three men; in winter often do
with one. Employ only one man regular, and a boy.

Part job work ; thrashing now by the bushel. Always
get work ; often a difficulty in getting men,

89. Aperaavexny Uniow.

Meeting of the Board of Guardians, Hereford
Times, Noveinber 20.

The usual fortnightly meeting was held on Thursday
week, Thomas Watkins, Iisq., in the chair.

AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN AND
CUILDREN,

Mr. Robt. F. Boyle, assistant commissioner at-
tended and stated that he should be glad to
hear the views of the guardians, and should feel obliged
for any information they might afford him, The first
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COMMISSION :—LEVIDENCE, gl .')?
question was: At what age were children taken m/
work on farms, aud what was the nature of their
cemployment ? The answer in general was, that 12
was the average age, and that the children were chiefly
engaged in winding cows, running errands, aud other
similar light work,

The Commissioner.—What work are they usually
first put to ?

A Guardian.—Minding cows and pigs, and doing
light work 2bout the farm and in the house.

The Commissioner.—Do the boys generally live in
the farmhouses ?

A Guardian.—Yes, almost always. Sometimes they
live at home when it happens to be convenient.

Mr. Gwillim.—Farmers’ sons go to work a great
deal earlier than other boys, and work harder too.
He considered it was a very great mistake to keep
boys from work till they were 12 years of age. It was
much more difficult to get them into habits of useful-
ness when they arrived at that age. A lad worked far
better out if' he began when he was about 8, If they
were not sent to work before they were 12 they were
doing something worse. ’

A Guardinn.—There is a scarcity of children,

Rev. 8. W. Garduner said that the work to which
the children were put to in this union was not of a
distressing kind, Ile was confident they were never
put to any work that was not suited to their strength,
The farmers’ own boys worked harder thaa the other
boys.

It scemed, from further inquiries, that the only kind
of work which might be said to be performed in gangs
was that of hoeing turnips and potatoes, and then the
numbers were very few.

To the second question, as to the means of edu-
cation provided, and the extent to which such means
were taken advantage of) the result of the answers
seemed to be that, with the exeeption of the hilly
portions of the agricultural district, ample means were
furnished, and that the extent to which parents availed
themselves of those means were on the whole satis-
factory.

Mr., Williams (Pontwsgib) and Mr. John Watkins
thought that compulsory measures ought to be passed
to compel parents ro send their children to school. In
speaking of their own parishes, they pointed out one
or two instances in which the fathers, instead of
sending their children to school, spend the means of
doing so in drink,

My, Williams (Aberffrwd) said that among some
of the old sort & prejudice existed against educating
children. He had heard it said that if it were not for
so many schools they would not have so many cases
of forgery.

The Rev. 8. W. Gardner said that so far as his own
neighbotrhood was concerned the means were abun-
dant, and the children generally attended school very
well. I the parents did not happen to be in a
position to pay the school pence, he always took care
that it was peid. He considered that the rocans pro-
vided in this union were, generally speaking, sufficient.
He was sorry to hear such an unfavorable account of
the adjoining parish of Llantilio Pertholey.

On the question of wages it seemed that the usual
daily wages of women was ls.

"The Commissioner.—With drink ?

A Guardian,—No, without drink. The women are
principally employed in picking apples, pulling and
topping turnips, and picking stones. ‘They don’t work
very hard, ‘The same remarks applied to the whole
district.

A Guardian.—Very few women worked on farms.
They could not get them.

A Guardion.—That may, I think, be attributed to
the fact that they have not the same scruples at
attending at the workhouse for relief that they had
f'ormcrly. They didn’t seem to have the same pride
now. They seemed to have become acquainted with
the workhouse, and rather than work they very often
sought reliefl

Mr. Williams (Aberffrwd).—Girls were very rarely
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Monmouth-  employed in outdoor work. They would not do it;
they were too high. If you called Elizabeth « Betsy”

shire.

Mr. Boyle. YOU would give great offence.

were improving very fast.

Rev. 8. W. Gardner.—And not without cause.

The Chairman said that on large estates the cottages
were mostly occupied by the workmen.

The Rev. S. W. Gardner said that improvement
was needed in the dwellings of labourers,
they were nearly all thatched, but they had lately
taken to slating them, and there being no ceiling the
bedrooms were intensely cold in winter, while they
When there was
more than one bedroom they were so constructed that
in going into one you had to pass through the other,
‘They were often badly built and badly ventilated.

Mr. Williams (Aberffrwd).—There is a lack of

were unbearably hot in suromer.

cottages.

A Guardian.—Occasionally the labeurers had to

walk two or three miles to work.

The Commissioner.—Is it usual to permit the men

to live in the farmhouses?

A Guardian.—Generally, a few single men.

The Chairman.—There is a want of labourers,

Mr. Williams (Aberffrwd).—If there’s a good man
in this country he is picked up as a policeman, and
those that are of little use are left for us.

The Commissioner.—Is it the cxception to have

more than one bedroom ?

A Guardian.—There are generally two, but. they
have to pass through one to the other.
The Chairman.—Where there are more, they are

often let to lodgers,

The Commissioner asked what the average weekly

wages of farm labourers were.

The Chairman.—About 12s. weekly.

that sum is an exception.

The Commissioner.—Is any drink allowed ?

A Guardian.—Cider—that is the usual drink.

A Guardian.—Where the labourer hives in a farm
cottage the wages were not so much; sometimes he
had the keep of a pig. With perquisites, he had at

least 12s. a week,

Mr. Forrest.—I have had to give 15s.
A Guardian—In the case of a wagzoner 1s. a week
extra is allowed, because he has to look to his horses

on Sunday.

The Commissioner.—And what-wages do you give

boys ?

A Guardian.—Well, he generally gets his victuals
only to begin with, and as he gets more useful he is

allowed wages—3s. or 4s. a week,

Mr. Gwillim.—Some hoys at 12 years of age, if
they have been put to work in time, would be worth
8s. or 4s. o week ; but if left till they were 12 years
old, they were very often entirely worthless.
being at school till they are 12 they think they ought

not to work.

The inquiry then closed,

90. Major E. Herbert, Chicf Constable, Llansaint-
fracd Court.—Farms himself. Employs no boy under
12 now. It is very difficult to get a boy even to keep
crows, and keeping crows is a necessity, or they come
and take the crops out of the ground.
boy need be worked under 12 years of age. Used
formerly to employ a good many little boys, and his
sister gave them schooling for two hours in the middle
of the day, when they left off work, so it was really

rather a good thing for them.

Hopes nothing will be done to prevent women
working. The younger women do not work now, but
some of the older ones support themselves entirely by
coming out on such light jobs as picking turnips, &e.
Has two old women almost in regular employ ; one of
them brought up a couple of daughters very well upon
her earnings; they do not work out, but have gone to
service. Get s, a day, and do not come out in wet

weather,
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Touching the question of the condition of labourers’
q- dwellings, Mr. Williams (Aberfirwd) said that they

Gives 12s. to 14s. on an average as wages, but no
cider. This is more than most of the people about,
who give 105, and cider. Out of this they have to
find a cottage, which generally costs 2s. to 2s. 6d. a
week.  Major Herbert however gives them to his men
atless. The great evil of the county is the scarcity
and bad character of the cottages. The fact is that
cottages do not pay, and people will not build them.
The farmers cry out very much now since the Union
Chargeability Bill about the increase of rates, The
fact is that the Bill was passed with the ides of
benefiting them, which it does not do. The idea was
to prevent people letting cottages go to ruin on their
properties with a view to escaping having to support
the poor. But it has not increased the number of
cottages. It was thought too when the Bill was
passed that it was only fair that farmers should pay
for their labourers who live in towns when old or dis-
abled, but the result is that many farmers who live
far out of reach of town labour have to pay rates for
the towns,

It is very strange that the cotters, who get their
cottages almost for nothing, never scem to be as well
off as those who hire. Major Herbert says he cannot
understand the reason.  Perhaps it is that the know-
ledge that whatever happens they have a roof over
their heads makes them unthrifty.” They will do job
work for their richer neighbours, but like the Irish
consider themselves above doing regular work. Many
of the very best labourers in this county will not take
regular work. If hired for a job they expect 2s. or
2s. 6d., and if hired at harvest 5s. and 6s. a day, and
such is the searcity of labour command their “price.
One came the other day and asked for work when not
wanted, and told Major Herbert, when he said that he
would not work when he was wanted, that he had been
out of work a fortuight. They like to be out of work
a few days, and the. set another job.

The character of people on the two sides of the
county is entirely different; on the west side all
Welsh, and small boldings; on the cast side all
English, and larger farms, Major Herbert can tell
one of his men, and a Chepstow man, by his accent,
When he wants a labourer he often employs ane of
the latter. The people in his parish are very well off.
When the clergyman at Llanarth asked him to name
people to whom to give poor-money he had rather a
difficulty in finding any. On the hills is a very poor
class of farmers, who do moest of the tillage with their
families.

Major Herbert observes everywhere an increasing
desire on the part of the people to send their children
to school,

Panrisa or Luaxvimmaycerl CRUGCORNEY.

Population, 479,

91. Rev. A. F. ITogan, curate.—Have been rather
curiously circumstanced about schools here.  When
Mr, Hogan first came there was one school under the
care of Mrs. Rodney, a dame's school, to which girls
were admitted up to any age, boys only up to 10, as
they were supposed to become unmanageable after
that age. Maay of them were therefore sent to
school in Abergavenny, and some actually walk
there every day now, a distance of 4} miles, Mr.
Hogan when he came established « school for the
older boys, and he is happy to say with very satisfactory
rvesults.  He has boysof from 1] to 16.  The number
who attend is 12, and he has adopted the half-time
system, only having school from 9 till 12, the boys
generally helping their parents in the garden. None
of them is actually an ordinary labourer’s son, The
eldest boy is the son of a gardener, and another is the
son of n blacksmith, two others of small tradespeople,
three belong to one family, a small farmer’s, who
cmploys no other boys but his own to assist him in
farm work, The nenrest approach to a day labourer
is the son of o bailiff of Mr. Rodney's, in receipt of 15s.
aweek. Mr. Hogan haslately (this month) established
a night school ; it has only just begun, but very well,
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<0 he cannot judge yet of his ultimate success. In a
distant part of the parish, which is quite three miles
long, another man has set up a school, at which he has
about 40 pupils, [Mr. Hogan was good enough to
show e his schoolroom, which is capital; it is made
out of a bit of an old tithe barn partitioned off.
The partition comes down if necessary, and makes
benches for concerts, which now and again take place
in the barn.]

Most of the labourers’ boys get taken into farm
service at about 12 or 18, and live in the farms.
There is a great wish among the parents to get them
out to service. Some of the girls will stay at Mrs.
Rodney’s school. Nearly all of them ultimately go
to service. They prefer town service to farm service.
Many go to Cheltenham, and Mr. Hogan remarked on
the eastward tendency of service emigration. Car-
marthenshire people are very glad to come to Newport
and Cardiff, but Monmouthshire people must go to
Cheltenham, and London is the greal object of their
ambition. Few girls will go out in the field ; cannot
quite say it is never done ; and of women who still do
it Mr. Hogan could only mention isolated instances,
and those the older women, [A lady who bappened
to come in, residing in an adjacent Herefordshire
parish, mentioned that therc nearly every woman
works out.} The work would principally be weeding
turnips. ‘Thinks that here there are no actual poor,
so there is no necessity for women’s labour. Good
men will get at least 125, a week, and cider in harvest.
Has generally to pay 25 Gd. a day if he wants a man
for a job, but very often actually cannot get one, which
looks as if there was plenty for the men to do. He
has often employed a tramp who has come to beg.
Some are willing enough to work ; one stayed with
him three weeks; slept once in the barn, but the
police not liking that went and got lodgings at
Abergavenny, and came out cvery day. Some,
however, will come and eut a bit of wcod, get their
dinner, and be off again.

The fact is the supply of cottages has been very
limited, the squire having gone on the principle of not
encournging the building of more than absolutely
necessury for the farm work, Nothing has been done
yet since the new Act to make more, but Mr. Hogan
is very sure it would be well worth anyone’s while to
build half a dozen new cottages. The consequence is
that many of the men come a wile and a half to their
work. Mentioned an instance of a young man lately
who married, and wanted to stay on and work in the
village, but had to go, not being able to find a dwell-
ing.  Rent about 6/,

Many of the cottages are very bad, but would not
say there is much overcrowding, owing to children of
both sexes being generally located in service before
the age of 13.  Some cottages have three bedrooms,
in which case they would be small ; some two, but
many, and some of these of the more roomy, are only
dividled by curtains, Mentioned especinlly two
wretched cottages, which were built when the railway
people came, all on one floor, and which contain onl
two rooms ench, Oneof these is a mere wooden shed,
but only inhabited by a labourer and his wife; the
other is built of stone and slate, but there live in ita
labeurer and his wife, a big son, and a small one;
they all sleep in the snme room, with only a curtain
partition,  Neavly all the cottages are built of stone
und slate.  Even in the large inn a curtain partition
is all there is to divide the large apartment in which
the family sleep.  As far as healthiness and drainage
are concerned these two are as good or better than
many larger,

Parisit OF BRYNGWYN.

Population, 313 ~

Cultivation mixed.
92. Vencrable Archdeacon Crawley, rector.—DBoys
are employed “not usually under 12 years of age;
younger boys are occasionally employed in potato-

Acreage, 1,484,
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setting, apple-gathering, bird scaring, &c. No restrie-
tion is required hereabout: but if in any case desirable
1 would place the limit at 12 years of age.

“ Girls are not employed. 1 know of four women
only who are so employed (except in hay-making),
and those only occasionally. ‘They usualy do job
work, and come to it and leave it at their own con-
venience ; when employed by the day they have their
meals at the farmhouse, and are thus engaged from 6
or 7 in the morning till supper time.”

There is “a dame’s school for the younger children,
and good school in the adjoining parish for the elder,
of which most of them take advantage. If not, it
is owing to the carelessness and ndifference of the
parents.

“The cottages in general are in good condition, and
more in number than are sufficient for the supply of
labour here. They are conveniently situate, and not
overcrowded. Water is usually to be had near at
hand, though few have wells or pumps on the pre-
mises. ‘They are not ili-ventilated. Almost all have
good gardens ; allotments of land are not convenient
or so scattered a population as that of this county.”

Panrisn oF LLANTILLIO PERTHOLEY.

Population, males 509, females 475, total 984.
Acreage, 68,590.

93. Rev. Thomas Morgan, vicar—* There are few
boys, if any, under 13 employed in agriculture in the
parish generally ; in this parish there is no real
occasion for any restriction with regard to the labour
they perform, as it is very moderate, and only a little
extra on fine days in harvest.”

Girls not employed ; women only in harvest.

“There are parochial schools for the children
suitable to the labouring class, and in most instances
they take advantage of them., There are instances in
which parents do not take advantage of the privileges
they might have if they sought it.”

Cotiages “on the whole very good.” Most have
gardens, and some allotments,

Cultivation mixed.

Panisi or Cwmyoy.

Population, 649.

4. Rev. Lewis Lewis, vicar.—Oddly enough there
are few children in the parish ; have only baptised
four in as many years, which is very few, even
allowing for half the people being Baptists, Builta
school here about six years ago, a good stone building;
has a schoolmistress ; no Government aid ; is open to
all denominations; but the Bible is read. Usual
attendance is small, but the distances to come are
very great, the parish being 6 or 7 miles long; some-
times get as many as 40, which is pretty well con-
sidering. Was up yesterday at what is called the
Castle, in Llantillio parish, two miles distant, and saw
a capital school with 40 children.

The population of this parish is very much dimi-
nishing, owing to the smaller farms being amalgamated
into large; a good many of the old farms about here
are going to ruin. The people do not like it ; but it
cannot be helped. Mr. Landor’s agent, who is a
Somersetshire man, is bringing in two Somerset
farmers,

95. Miss Browning, schoolmistress.—Has 28 in
school to-day, of whom nine are girls, Has 27 on the
books this week. In January, February, and March,
months in which there is least to do, will have about
10 more. In summer only gets about 14, and they
only little oneg, the youngest a boy only 2; the eldest
who comes in summer is a girl of 11, The farmer’s
boys are taken away in the suwmer at an earlier age
than the labourers’. Often find a labourer’s boy
much sharper than a farmer’s. Girls are generally
sharper than the boys. They too are taken awny to
the flelds in summer, though not as much as boys.
They go haymaking. Many of the children have a
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Jong way to come. As it happens, only two girls live
near. Some come 2% miles, but they come pretty
well all the winter months.

¢6. Robert Guwillim, Llanthony Abbey, Cwmyoy
Upper. —Gives in money 8s. a week, but gives besides
a cottage, two quarts of cider, corn cheap, feed of a
pig, &c., and reckons his men’s place worth i2s. a
weck. Itis a monntain parish with a deal of bad
pasture. The farmer’s own son begins work earlier
than the labourer’s, Some of them begin at 8 years
of age to work for their parents ; not vuly the small
farmers but the large farmers too. They learn their
work much better from beginning carly.

97. 19 November 1569.

Overtaken half a mile from Llanthony by a farmer
going to Abergavenny fair. Lives two miles above
Llanthony. Most of the valley belongs to Mr. Landor.
Formerly was all smail farms, 20 to 50 acres. Is being
gradually now consolidated into large farms. Population
is diminishing. Not haif what I can recollect. A
wany goes away to the mines. Mr. Gwillim's is the
lorgest farm, and there’s another large one down
there, two joined together. No one lives in one of
the houses. Cottages are not much wanted for
labourers. There are few labourers here. What there
is lives in the house mostly till they marry, and then
has to look out for a cottage. In the farmn servants
live like one of the family.

Many of the farms are so small that a farmer can
manage them with his family only. My boy works

EMPLOYMENT OF CNILDREYN, YOUNG PTERSONSE, AND WOMEN

for me, and I have two men living in the house. My
boy began to work a’most as soon as he could walk,
Would come out znd lead horses in harvest and liked it.
Could lead a horse at 7 or 8 years old. A farmer's boy
who begins carly always manages a horse better than a
labourer’s boy who don’t begin till 10. A labourer’s
boy has uot the same advantages. There’s no bird-
keeping here, and all ploughing is done now by
gee-ho teams, so a boy is not wanted to drive the
leading horse, as when ploughing was done tandem.

“ There is no work for women much. Labourers’
wives will do a bit of swede-cutting, but 'tisn’t like it
is in Herefordshire ; we don't expect labourers’ wives
to work. When we hire extra men we have to give
12s. a week, and if he takes u cottage give him
advantages in food for fowls and pigs and two quarts
of cider. But there are not many men regularly
employed ; two down here at this farm, two at
Mr. Gwillim’s, and two on there, A man will come
out fur us in summer, and do planting for Mr. Landor
in winter. There is a deal of planting being done
along the slope of those hills. My, Landor gives 19s.
a week, but no cider,

“Very little Welsh is taught in the valley now.
English is taught in the schools, and Mr. Lewis
preaches in Eoglish,  Remember a deal more, mostly
that ride (left bunk) of the river. Better suil for wheat
there,  This side grows oats and barley. There is a
school at Llanthony ; another, a new ane, at Cwmyoy.
All one parish. Lots of dissent. Two chapels.
Father Ignatius also is going to build a monastery
beyond Llanthony.”

RADNORSHIRE.

—n

Ruavaor Uxtox.

1. Meeting of Board of Guardians at Rhayadr,
Wednesday, November 24, 1869.

As a rule children do not work out much under
12, und the children of the smaller farmers work
out more than those of the labourer, and at an
earlicr age. The chairman smd that the schooling
of children whose parents canuot afford to keep them
at school is paid out of the rates. Very little bird-
kecping is done, in fact there are very few crows as
it happens. Most of the boys when they begin work
go to live in the farmhouses, wheve they are treated
as one of the family. 1f they do not begin at 10 or
12 they ave little good as farm labourers, .

‘The parishes in this union, as a rule, are well pro-
vided with schools, though of such large extent that
many are obliged to have two.

Some of the gentlemen having mentioned St. Har-
mons as an exception, Mr. Meredith mentioned that
a uew school has just been opened, at which were
more than 45 first time.  There is also a small school
in another part, kept by a schoolmistress on her own
account. The new school is built by subscriptions
among the farmers and people, the scholars, of course,
to pay. Mr. Rice had not wished to subscribe, as he
thought that, while about it, they might have had a
school on a better footing,

At Nantmel is a school well attended. Mr. Edwards
counted 30 boys, and supposed there was as many
girls. There is also another, supported by a dissenting
body, to which an old geatleman left money.

In Cwimndauddwr are two schools, and an endowed
school close to the town, which has been put under
Government.  Over the rest of the pafish the popula-
tion is small, and upon the border there is little or no
schooling : at Namt-Gwyllt Miss Lloyd keeps a school.

Mr, Price mentioned that for 10 miies up the Wye
there is no school heyond St. Harmons ; the popula-
tion, however, is small.

As an instance of the intcrest generally taken in
the schaols, it was mentioned that some of the farmers

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c¢) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

four and five miles distant have been known to send
their children into Rhayadr to school.

Women work out very little now ; a decent servant
won’t take out-door work. Perhaps onc or two will
o out here and there to pick swedes and set potatoes.
Mr. Meredith, of St. Harmons, mentioned a case of
a woman from Abbeycwmhir coming to work in his
parish,

As a rule the cottnges are very much improved of
late years; but there are some very bad still.  You
will find them generally as bad in the town as in the
country round. At St. Harmons there are some
wretched hovels, and a few in Nantmel ave bad., At
Abbeyewmhir they are generally good.,

The chairman calculated the rent of a cottage in
Llanyre at 4/, ; in Abbeyewmbhir, ut 1s. a week ; they
belong at the latter place to Mr., Phillips ; at Nantmel
also Mr. Edwards mentioned that they aie let for 1s.

To an inquiry as to the quality of the shepherds’
cottages on the mountains, it was stated that since the
enclosure there is no necessity for shepherds, and
most men employed in the mountains live in the
employer's house.

At Nammel, Mr. Edwards stated the wagee at 10s.
and a cottnge, firing, potatoes given, and cyder in
harvest.  Mr. Phillips, at Abbeyewmbir, gives 12s.;
at Llanbadarn cannot get a man under 15s.

The greater part are employed by the year; but
many men will be employed by two farmers, taking
perhaps three days for one and three days for another,
Some men are never regularly employed, but work
only by the picce,

Parisit OF ABBEYCWMIHIR,
Population, 540 - Acreago, 10,961,
Chiefly-pasture.

2. Rev. James Evans, Vicar of Abbeycwmhir and
Llanyre, Chairman of Rhayadr Board of Guardians,

“ Boys, as a rule, are not employed here under 13 3
“ they never work except on the farm on which they
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“ live, I find but little difficulty in inducing the farmers
“ and labourers to send their children to school ;
 there may be exceptions, but there arc very few.”
School attendance is affected by distance “in no
¢ degree. Children, where the distance is too great
« for them to walk daily, lodge at some convenient
« cottage or farm for the five days of the week.”
The girls are “simply taught to sew, make and cut
% out every kind of garment, and knitting.”

““The cottages, upon the whole, in this parish are
of a very superior class, and the labourers and their
families who occupy them ave intelligent, moral, and
industrious ; their children are well educated, and in
most instances attend school up to the age of 18, and
I find these children often return for a few weeks io
schoo! at the age of'17 or even 20, so much do they value
education. I know that improved cottages have very
much to do with the much improved morals of the
Iabouring class, and without proper cottage accommo-
dation it is most difficult to improve the morals, or
to make them respect themselves.”

The Axxvar Tapre showing the attendance and
payments of the Abbeycwmhir National School,
es shown to Her Majesty’s Inspector, May
1869.

Aversge | No, ‘4remsENoof o on |
uarter.]  No. resent DA¥S attend N0, o1 School
@ Preggnt. Tvat, Il)?eg:tﬁlt‘::thyllll Register. | Yince,
a i : ] £ s Al’.
1 i 336 ! 35 ¢ 4°8 53 i 16 3]
2 i 415 i 44 46 63 | 3 6 14
3 44 i 45 49 .67 { 3 8 4
4 ‘ 46+ 48 49 . 57 1 3 2 44
Result a . : !
forYenr.' a3 4 8 60 o

i ' t '
The above Table ends with April 30th, 1869,

On the Register of Abbeycwmbhir school,

Bays. Girls.
T ST
e
IR RREE
58| &8 5| 8&
Svmmer - -} 16 12 28 23 8 - 3
Winter -~ -1 14 15§ 20 | 13 | 11| 24
|
In average attendance.
!
Summer - -} 28 i 8 20 16 8 ' 24
Winter - -| 10 123 9 10 i 19

8, My, Attridge, Schoolmaster.— Average age of
boys is 12; we have them up to 16.  All biggest are
away to day beating for the squire, Mr. Phillips; 1
out of the first and secoud classes are taken for the
purpose,

On average on books €0'; about even the boys and
girls in number. Average attendance 41 ; that was
the number presented for examination,

There aro some children in the parish who never
come, principally those that live a long distance off,
for the parish vuns five or six miles. Little ones come
in the summer more than the winter, because of the
distances and bad weather.

Farmers children are taken away to work more
than labourers, and begin work earlicr, almost as
soon as they could walk. Considering the population
the school attendance ought to average between 50
and 60,

The distances very great; but some distant chil-
dren come,

24838,
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In the summer had two big boys coming four miles
who stop in place: the children of men with small
holdings.

‘The farthest distance a little one comes is nearly
two wiles.

(Lt is a mixed school; all taught by one master,
and the youngest is four years old. Some girls stay
up to 16 or 18. 'There are on the books two young
men of 19 and 20, but they only came for one quarter
when little work was doing.)

4. Henry Robinson, agent to G. IH. Philips, Xsq.
— Boys arc seldom employed as scrvants in this
district under 14 years. Girls are scarcely ever
employed here in work on the farm; I mean out-
door work, unless it be in the hay-fields. All our
work-people live in cottages on the jarm or very near
to it. 'There is a National schooi under Government
inspection ; a certificated master and sewing mistress,
The children are all well educated, and very regularly
attend school.”

5. Cottages belonging to G. H. Philips, Esq.
Diary, Nov. 26, 1869.
w.The first paiv were inbabited by his labourers
at19s. a week, and let to them at ls. They were
substantially built of brick with slate roofs, and
no ornament. ‘The rooms were larger than any I
have yet seen in model cottages. We entered a
vestibule, out of which a door on the right led into
the big kitchen; at
the back was the
back kitchen, con-

L 3 3 3
T L3 L)

BACK KITCHEN.

LE taining the oven
z and boiler, and a
L door led out into
_L_I wiTeran the back yard. At
vesTmLE right angles to the

T door into the back
— ot ¥ kitchen is the door
that opens on the staircase, and facing that door the
door into a pantry, a long narrow strip, Upstairs are
three bedrooms, two very good indeed, one with a
fire-place. Al three are lofty, and have very little
sloping roof. Tlere was a little too much room taken
up in passages on the upper story, but this we saw
altered in a second pair that we visited. In this latter
pair the three doors of the three bedrooms opened on
to a squars landing at the top of the stairs, so that every
atom of space was made use of.  This latter pair were
rather Jurger than the others, and had some slight
ornamentation with variegated bricks outside. In one
of them the cowman lived, a man on 1%s. a week, in
the other the schoolmaster. At the back of each is
small yard, walled in, with & privy at the end of it.
Mr. Philips told me that this latter pair cost about

Parisu or LLANYRE. .
Population, 74t - Acreage, 5,901,

6. Mr. Tewdwr Thomas, schoolmaster, Newbridge-
on-Wye,—* The age at which boys are generally
employed in agriculture in this parish is about 14 or
13, nl{ times of the year. Very few girls are em-
ployed, except at harvesting and potato-planting, It
is desirable that boys should not be allowed to work
in the fields until they are at least 13 years of age ;
but if there were no night-school in the parish I
should certainly limit the age to 1+ ‘There is an
excellent national school in the parish, which is well
attended. There is no difficulty in this school to
secure good attendance ; as a rule the farmers send
their children to schoel very regularly ; though in
some parts of Wales I have experienced great diffi-
culty in getting farmers’ children to attend. The
average attendance at the school last year was 74,

“ Women are very little employed, except farmers’
daughters, who assist their own parents.

“The cottages are very rapidly improving in this
parish, though there are some of the old-fashioned
ones_still remajning ; there are not many built on the
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farms.  As a rule farmers in this part hire single men
for the year, who sleep and eat in the house. I know
of no instance where the cottages are over crowded
in this part. Water is sufficiently near to all the
houses. All the cottages which I know of have goad
rardens ; even those which are in a dilapidated con-
sition have excellent gardens attached to them.”

Attending in the school to-day are three young
men, and three big girls. The biggest of the latter is
daughter to a gamekeeper, and the next a farmer’s
daughter. The youug men have been in service, but
have only taken service this time for six months in
order to come to school six. There is great interest
taken in the school here, perhaps from having felt the
want of it for so long. Most of the children come
from the village, but there are a good many come four or
five miles, walking here and back every day, some from
beth sides of the river, some from the adjacent parish
of Disserth. It is entirely an agricultural village ;
most of the labourers who work for farmers, except
those on Mr. Watt’s place, live in Newbridge. Mr.
Watt has cottages.

When the Enclosure Act came, a small man would
buy up a bit of land in the village, and run up a few
cottages on it. Some are very bad indeed ; but the
rent comes to from 3/ to 3L 10s. Would not say
there are six women in the parish who ever do any
work out; girls are kept at howe to nurse children,
but not from that special clause. The labourers’
children attend better than the farmers'; the fact is
the farmer’s child has more outdoor work to do.
Many of them will hardly come ot all in the suramer
months; a difference of 18 perhaps is the average.
Tried a night school last year, but it did not answer.
They did not take an interest in ; got about a dozen
at first, and then it dwindled.

It is a mixed school under Government ; private
subscripticns amount to 89/, and the pence and
Government aid pays the rest. All denominations
come, and have never had any trouble in that way ;
each has its separate Sunday school.

7. William Price (aged 17).—Used to go to school
at Llanyre; first came here at 17.  Used to work for
father at 11 years old. General work about the
farm ; the farmis a stock-farm. Have eight brothers;
we do all the work for father. There are three littlo
ones who work for him, from 12 years down to six.
The youngest could do something, run about on
erram{s, or something of that kind. Begin work about
May, and come to school about this time of year.

8. Rees Jumes (aged 13).—Work on father’s farm,
Began at about 8. Mind sheep and cattle ; lead
horses. Didn’t go to school then ; but was at school
a little before this school was built. Go off in: May,
and come back here about two months ago ; have
no brothers.

9. Sarak Ann James (aged 16). — Go setting
taters, and doing another other work father will ask
me to do. Don’t like it much ; like work in the house
better. Used to set taters, and do other work when
9 years of age ; besides setting taters used to sprend
the muck on the land, when it was to. be sown.
Never minded the sheep; my sister used to do that ;
she is older than me. Mind the cattle very often,
and milk. Father is a farmer; only keeps onc
servant.

10. Eliza Morris (aged 16).— Does work with
father; goes binding with him ; sets taters ; never
does anything clse; never minds sheep or cattle.
Only went this Iast year ; was about 15.

11, Ann Samuels (aged 15).—Has been in service
in a farm-house ; would do a little out-door work now
and then, such as washing taties and setting them ;
would go out in the harvest ; did the milking ; never
minded sheep. Master only eml‘)loyed beside me
one boy, and his son, and we did all the work. The
boy was 22 years old. I went to service wlien I
was 18, Pather is a carpenter. Used to go fo
school, to one kept by two women. 'Was no sghool in
the village. Only came here and began yesterday,
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PArisH 0r LLANBADARN-FAWR.
Population, 475 - Acreage, 8,731

12. James Homer, occupier and bailiff to E. Se-
verne, Esq.—Keep sheep, but have no sheep-walk ;- all
commons enclosed about two years ago.  All-private
property of those who a right before.  Me. Severne
lets the tenant keep the pasture so long as he pays
expenses of fenciny. All rents; the others put on
are small, Lord Ornathwaite charges 2s. 6d.

Farm about 200 acres for Mr. Severne ; only keep
about 12 acres of my own. Keep a good many stock;
a good deal of cattle kept about here for breeding ;
a good many farmers buy them in and sell again.
Just about here chiefly cattle; five miles above is all
sheep. Down the river tdwards Builth, cattle and
sheep mixed.

All our labourers live in cottages ; very tidy and
sufficient. Wages 10s. a week, cottage and garden,
potatoes, and firing. Carter has more. Most give
10s. or 12s., but no cottage; in regular employ. Men
do fencing work by the yard, and will often make 1Z.
a week. Most of the farmers keep them in the house:

We sow six or seven acres with wheat, some barley,
and about 10 oats; not much in this county. We
employ in harvest or such work two women, labourers’
wives, Is. a day, but so well off don’t seem to care.
When a boy gets 2 lump of a boy of about 12 or 14
employ him too. A boy would go into a farmhouse
at 12, no one before; farmer might put a boy of
his own to work younger. Better off in our parish
for schools, and most go. Very compact parish, znd
so casy for them to come. Other schools bordering
on parish, and some of the children go to tliem.

Parisst oF NANTMEL.
Acreage, 16,387.

18. Notes of Vestry Meeting at Nantmel.

Present: Rev. T. J. Thirlwall, Rev. J. Evans, Messrs.
Williams, Walker, Edwards, &c.

The system of the county is not favourable to the
employment of labour of women and children. Boys
arc taken into the farmhouses at 18 or 14, Mr,
Walker employs four young men, and one man in n
cottage on his farm ; they must have men living in
the house because there are not enough cottages for
them to live in,

All agree that there is a great inclination to send
children to school among the people, but the difficulty
is that the distances are so great. The parish is 10
miles long. There is 2 very good school close by the
church; and another, a British school, & mile and a
half up the road. Children on the outskirts go to
Lianwrthwl, Abbeycwmhir, and St. Harmons school.
Those who are in the direction of St. Harmons are
probably the worst off; of course, there are some:
children who get little or no schooling, but probably
the number is small,

There are some very bad cottages, but improve-
ments have been made. Cottage rent too is very
high. One of these bad cottages, thatched and with
only one bedroom, often lets for 4, The overseer,
Mr. Griffiths, who was present, represented that some
of the roomiest cottages are some of the old thatched
ones; some are made out of old farmhouses. I mern-
tioned a cottage I had passed on my way from Abbey-
cwmhir, and was told I had lighted on one of the very
worst ; it was built of thatch and wood, but seemed
roomy. Mr, Thirlwall said there were hardly any as
bad as that; it was a small freehold.

14, Rev. T. J. Thirlwall, vicar,—Want very much
to get new schools ; it is impos ible in a parish of this
extent to get the children to school. At one time had
an attendance, up to 90; very good, cousidering the
school is at one end-of the purish, and there is no
village, only scattered houses. Amounts to 60 or 70
now. (A handsome building, with two rooms for boys
and girls,) Was built before Mr. Thirlwall’s time, but
badly built, and is not substantial enough. Besides
this, there is a British school, supported by a grant

Population, 1,458 -



from the society, a mile and a half further on the
Rhayadr road. Wants very mach to get two more
schools in distant parts, as all outlying children have
to go to other parishes, or to none at all. It cannot
be helped, but .in such parishes as Nantmel and
Cwmdauddwr there must be children who never go to
school.  Still the people are very good about it, and
some.children come four miles. The residlent gentry
are few, so it is very hard to get subscriptions to new
schools. The farmers as a class are poor, and so not
ready to subscribe, it being money hardly earned and
so to be kept; besides though thinking it right that
every child should kunow how to read and write, they
do not think it necessary he should do much more
than that.

In this district there is little work for women to do.
Nearly all the facrmers go upon the system of having
indoor servants. There are hiring fairs every May at
Penybont and Rbayadr, at which they come to be
hired, and Jew will stay at one place more than three
or four years. They like change. Everything is
upset about that time; you can get no one to do
anything. All the lettingg take place from the day of
the fair. The irdoor servants are all young men and
boys, and are on the same footing as the farmer’s
family, with whom they have their meals. The farmers
very seldom have fresh meat, but dine on bread and
cheese and bacon, and the servants all share. The
farmers’ sons work out with the lubourers, and generally
begin at an earlier age than a Jabourer’s boy to do a
little work about the farm, There is little difference
between the labourer and the farmer. Of actual
labourers there are very few. When a young man in
service has put by a little money, and a servant girl
the same, they will marry, and set up a farm on their
own account with a capital of perhaps SO/ to 1004
They will go to a sale and buy stock, a good deal on
trust, and if theg' are lucky and get on at first, they
will presper; if not, perhaps emigrate. But this
system is diminishing now ; the farms are being con-
solidated into Jarge farms, which require more capital,
and a smull mae cannot undertake a farm. Almost
the only labourers living out in cottages are those
employed by Mr. Morgan Evans, the squire. He
gives 125, wages. When extra labeur is wanted the
neighbours assist one another very much. There is a
very clannish feeling, and they have intermarried a
good deal. Consequently a man will do, say, two
days harvesting for another, and then in the winter
the other will perhaps do some work for him. All
the farms are stock farms, just growing what corn
and roets are wanted for their own use.

15. John Edwards, Macsygellig, occupier.—Mr.
Edwards farms about 140 acres, about 90 acres hill
side for sheep-enclosed. Plough 23 acres, rest
pastere.  Usual character, plough 20 te 30 acres, rest
weadow land and hill, what we call mowing land, not
good grazing land.

Keep two men, and a young fellow about 18,  All
live in the house, generally happens unless with gen-
tlemen. In harvesting and letting out wheat to cut
we hire a man, 25, & day, or 2s. 6d. in harvest, and
food. Could have a man all the year round at 2s. a
day, Such a man is generally in work, say taking
jobs or on the roads.  Cottages not so niuch required
in this county.

Perhaps half a dozen freeholders on the corner of
the common will take a job now and then, or be in
small trades.

Milk nine cows, and all make cheese; farm servants
milk. In fact, my three men are my three sons, and
1 have only one farm servant,  When my boys were
young had to keep two men. My boys are very good
scholars, much better than me. Some of these schools
in ‘the small parishes have such bad sclionlmasters ;
poor and eannot afford to be under govéthment. We
have & good ope. A good deal of dissent in Nantmel.

Hardly employ any women; don’t have turiips
much. ’

16. John Griffiths, overscer.—New cottages built
on a pretty fair scale. A great many built lately with
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three bedrooms. Some of the old ones very large.
Some old farmhouses, which bave been thrown into
larger one:  ‘enerally make one cottage, as only one
door. Wi... .hin and cold. Some of them built of
wood ; have been lath and plaster inside, but fallen
down. They go down and are allowed to. In the
town here they build more than in the country.

In Newbridge men live and go out to work two
miles. Some stop out and sleep near their work.
Gentlemen who employ labour generally contrive to
have cottages on the ground. Farmers generally hire
single men by the year, who live in the house. If
married, bave to take a cottage and do what they
can. The job men are generally married men. A
job man can earn most money. Unless a very good
workman he is often out of work though. If a very
good man, ean often make 12s. to 18s. a week. Ia
summer very hard to get a man, but now plenty of
men to be had. Saw one the other day looking for
work on the road.

A few years ago we were building many cottages.
Squire Phillips at Abbey has built 2 good many new
and good, with three bedrooms.

Parisu or St. HARMONS.
Population, 902 - Acreage, 15,522

17. Rev. J. B, Evans, vicar.——Nearly every boy is
taken to work as soon as he is fit for it, say at 10.
‘We have no regular school, but are just beginning to
build one. Even then do not think they will come
regular. They will be off to the harvest and the
potato setting and picking. .

Our Radnorshire girls do not work now ; they are
too fine: for it; but can recollect them doing a great
deal. When I farmed myself cmployed two girls,
whom [ tanght to hoe and pick turnips, and very much
they liked it. Farmers like to get a Cardiganshire
girl as a servant; she will do a lot of out-door work
for them, such as all the milking and going out to
spread manure; but they, when they come here, get
ahove that soon. They will come at about 16, but in
two years they will be as particular as the Radnor-
shire girls, Cardiganshire girls are very good working
girls. Cannot say so much for them in other ways.
Radnorshire itself has a bad reputation, and it is hard
to get rid of, but no worse than its neighbours. Cer-
tainly a good proportion of the women married are in
the family way, and there are a good many illegitimate
children. 1n this it is worse than it used to be, a
great deal of which is owing to the young men and
women getting out together after being at the services,
They come out inthe dark and pair off, and the natural
consequences result. Xy

18. Mgr. Rice, vccupier—All the parish isrenclosed
now ; one commen 17 years ago, and the other being
enclosed now. Two lords of the manor. The lord of the
manor has his fourteenth or sixteenth, Ihad 800 acres
of sheepwalk. Landlord had te buy it under the Com-
missioners, and now we have to pay rent, Pay by
taking so .much for the lot. Faun about 150 acres
besides, and half only useful. Little meadow. Grow
wheat, barley, and oats, what we eat, and make by the
sheep. 800 to 1000 sheep.

Only work my two sons, and two servants in the
house, and: sometimes hire a man or two. Havea
cottage on the farm, but the man working part of time
for another. Sent boys down to Rhayadr to school, five
miles. Lodged in town. Servants,day men get 141
u year, Gave 16/ to one, but he was as good as two,
Extra man ; sometines 1s. 6d a day, sometimes 25, A
breken-down man will often get only 1s. 6d. Plenty
of tramps. Have one thrashing now. Get one some-
times for 9d., and glad to do it. Have had one for a
month,

Milk six or seven cows, House servants do that,
Never employ a woman except sometimes the
labourer’s wife, setting potatoes and haymaking.

19. Cottages.at St. Harmons—Diary, Nov. 30, 1869.

With the Rev. Mr. Evans, tosee cettages and farm-
buildings. First one of the old sort, built chiefly of
rubble and thatched with straw. The thatch very ol
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and worn, the whole looking as if it would soon come
down. One window on each side of the low door.
We went in and found two small rooms; there was
hardly room for us besides the old man who lives
there, and a female visitor with her child. It is an
cld-fashioned high fire-place, but placed in the centre
of the building, so that it warms both the kitchen and
“the chamber,” the only other room. The roof is so
low that we can put up our hands and touch almost any
part. The thatch ali open except where roughly
covered over with paper. The old man who lives in
it said he paid some small rent ; would not say what;
but the woman present was his landlady, which,
perhaps, accounted for it. There seemed three
different kinds of cottage. These old ones which are
getting scarcernow,and of which we did not seeabove hatf
a dozen; thensome more substantial looking buildings
of stone with tile roofs ; and lastly some as good as
you would wish anywhere. 'These last have been
built since the railway came, and it was easy to bring
stone and lime. Before that stone was scarce, and a
great many of the cottages built of wood. Hardly
any built before the railway came are two storeys
high. One of the second class, stone and slate roof,
but very low, one storey high, belonged to the mole-
killer, and comprised two rooms only. It is, however,
more roomy, but outside the appearance of dirt is
deplorable, a stack of dung right against the door.
Next to a cluster of small cottages of the oldest and
poorest kind, built on the edge of the old common.
The whole parish is enclosed now, but when the Act
was obtained such of these squatters as could prove
their title for 20 years obtained the freehold for
nothing, the others had to pay 5. each. They all
have a very good bit of ground attached, but the
houses are wretched ; old thatch, old walls, two
rooms only, with the smallest of windows, A man
and wife and two children live in the cottage, and
the children seem to ‘thrive in the dirt and squalor.
There are many of these small holdings scattered
about on the hill side. Each tills his own bit of Jand,
and does work too for the farmers. Among the farmers
are many frecholders, who till, perhaps, their 100 to
200 acres. Most of them are poor wmen. Mr. Evans
pointed me out some farm buildings that anywhere
else would only have been a fair-sized cottage, con-
taining below a kitchen, and pantry, and a dairy at
the back, with the upper storey only an open loft all
opening into oneroom. The man it belongs to hasa
farm of 200 acres. Close by, however, was one of the
opposite kind, a capital new building of stone and brick,
with a slate roof, built since the railway came. They
are a very primitive people here.  Mr. Evans can re-
collect the systen of bidding weddings, at which all
the guests were asked to contribute to the young
people’s stock at Geginning, some giving monzy, sone
a piece of furniture or a beast, the reason being that
as a rule they were too poor to start in life without.
This was done even among the best of the farmers,
and often they would collect as much as 200l The
old custom of chasing the bride has not long gone out.
Her father or brother would take her up on'a horse,
ride part of the way to church, and then try to make
off down some bye road. The guys {gruoms men)
would give chase, and after a long hunt, surround the
fugitives, and bring them in triumph to the church.

Parisi oF CWMDAUDDWR.
Population, 798 - Acreage, 32,000,
Cultivation chiefly pastoral,

20, Rev. W. IWilliams (vicar), Tyapistyll,—¢ There
are comparatively few cottages in this parish, The
usual type is very poor indeed; but long habit has
zccustomed the people to their discomfort; the effect
on morals is no doubt bad. The morals of the young
women in this district is, I fear, very much corrupted.
It is with much regret that I state that it is quite the
exception for young women of the rank of farmers’
daughters and downwards to be married before they
are far gone with child. This, in a great measure,
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arises from the free intercourse between males and
females in the house and in the field, and also from
the ordinary operations of the farm-yard, which are
the subject of conversation in the presence of the
femalfs, tending as it seems to me to lessen their moral
one.

Cottages consist of, generally—« two rooms dewne
¢ stairs with a loft overhead to the roof—little venti-
“ ln}ior), except by chimney and door-way, as the
“ windows are seldom made to open. Drainage,
¢ little or none except what the natural fall of the site
“ supplies. Abundance of water ; generally a small
““ garden for herbs. Potatoes grown on the farm
¢ cither at the rate of 10s. per bushel, or as large a
“ quantity of land as the cottager can supply with
“ maoure.”

Numiber of children, young persons, and women
employed :—

Males.
.- R
. Total Males,
Between Between | Between
Unders, { gand10. | 10and13. | 13 sud 1. i
— ! 2 10 ’ 14 26
Over18.
Females,
2 Total
i ] K] é Females,
Guder 5, | Between | Between | Between B E]
*18and 10,10 and 18,/ 13 and 18.f & 5
) - =
T ] | T
—_— 2 10 T ’ 15 25 1 59
' i !

Cwmdauddwr (the valley of two rivers) is an
enormous parish, counting 21l the county ‘west of
the River Wye, 82,000 acres, of which "25,000 is
commen. Of course it is very difficult to manage
about schools; the school, like the church,is in a
corner close to Rhayadr, and is in fact a town school.
Out of the 25 cottages that constitute the principal
village, only divided from Rhayadr by the bridge, only
three are inhabited by labourers. There is a small en-
tlowment for the school, and it is under Government,
but according to the present system, though he passes
more than 50 children, he very often gets only 5/,
from Governmeut. It would be a great baon if this
school could be converted into a middle-class achool,
which is much wanted, The tradesmen send their
children up to a certain age, but then if they want to
give them more education they must send them else-
where, At present an arrangement has been made
with Rhayadr by which this is a boys’ echiool, and the
Rhayadr school » girls. Rhayadr is a very small
parish ; no part of it a quarter of a wile from the
church.

Mr. Lewis Lloyd, at Nant-Gwyllt, five miles ap the
valley has anather school, a mixed one, to which chil-
dren will often come threc and four miles, often to
the number of 50. There are so few houses there
that you would be astonished to know where they
come from, Besides this, one of the farmers up the
Wye valley who has a good deal of room, has given a
room in his farm for the purpose, and the neighbours
have combined to keep. a schoolmaster for the six
winter months ; there are about 15 children educated
thus. But of course the farmers complain of the dis-
tance children have to come ; saying that they often
have to go to the expense of boarding and lodging them
in Rhayadr. To the Cwmdauddwr school children will
come in four miles, bringing their dinner with them
to eat in the school. 'The school is open to all
denominations, and all learn the catechism; but on
Sunday each chapel lias its separate Sunday school,

Farmers’ and labourers’ children all come together
to the school ; in fact the distinction of farmers and
labourers is very slight, Farms are worked almost
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entirely by hired servauts living in the house, who live
and eat with their masters. When they marry they
A labourer’s child has indeed a better
chance of education than a farmer’s; a farmer's child
is sent out to do light work as soon as ever he is able ;
a farmer finds it an economy in paying for labour, and
so will rather employ his own boy than a labourer’s.
Labourers living in the house will get their 16 or 174
a year, and many of them put it by, and in time marry
There is one man
in this farm (he was lodging in My, Pugh’s farm) who
He lives here and is fed, so has no ex-
penses but his clothes, which the interest of the
money is ample to pay for; in due time he will set
up a farm. He is now 85 years of age. If a labourer
marries he leaves the farm and takes a cottage; then
he can earn 1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d. a day, and is fed on the
farm. No women go out to work; there is no work
for them, the farm servants will milk the few cows

have to leave.

and take a farm of their own.

is worth 2001,

that are kept.

The attendance at Cw mdaunddwr school is very good
in the winter; in the spring they go away very much,
at the potato-setting time, and stay away till after the
potato-picking ; the harvest coming in the meantime.
In the hills on the contrary, the case is different ; and
the bad weather will often keep the children from

coming long distances to school in the winter.

there too there is another employment that keeps
them much away ; a farmer will plant a little plot of
ground in wheat without fencing it, and keep his little

boys and girls at home to keep the cattle off it.

started a night school this year, and it is going on
fairly ; but cannot get the boys he wants ; it is chiefly
boys about 12 to 15 who come, and very right they
should keep up what they have learnt, but he wants
to get some about 20 to 25 who have had little or no
schooling before; has one or two of that age or mure;
the man employed by Mr. Pugh, mentioned above,

comes,

Mr. Pugh farms about 90 acres, just enough corn
for the house, and the rest grazing; his labourers are
three men living in the house, besides whom he has a
shepherd, 5 or 6 miles off on the hills, and a flock of
sheep ; he depends entirely on his stock, and would
be a fair sample of the farmers of this neighbourhood ;
there not two or three who farm 300 acres. Right
up in the hills there are some who would grow no corn
Those who have
rights may run their sheep on the common, but there
are certain conventional boundaries which they do
There are shepherds up there who
undertake the charge of sheep belonging to people in
the valley ; one man, Powell by name, and his three
sons shepherd some 6,000 sheep. Another system is
that the sheep belong to the landlord, who lets out
perhaps 1,000 sheep to his tenant, and receives 5 per
cent. on each, besides the rent; if the tenant goes,
he pays 13s. for each sheep short of the number. In
the summer cattle are sent up “on tack,” that is, let
out tobe pastured; and in the winter a good many
sheep are also sent down from the hills “on tack,”

at all; have nothing but pusture.

not trespass on,

herbage being scarce. N

The Cefn, a deep valley just short of. Nant-Gwyllt,
is the boundary of the Welsh and English langunges ;
thinks that it-is owing to so many marrying Cardigan-
shire girls that the Welsh language is kept up theve ;
they come in as farm servants and marry in Radnor-
shire. But there are mauy cases of parents hardly
knowing anything but Welsh, and their children all
knowing hardly anything but English, English is
‘The people have no clinging
to their own old language, and secem to think English
of more use to the children, At Nant-Gwylit preaches
and reads the service alternately in English and Welsh;
at Cwmdauddwr, found when he came that one lesson
was always read in Welsh, but as it was so little,
thought he might as well drop it. Has to preach
five sermons for which a small endowment has been
left ; they were all preached in Welsh formerly, and
that he has kept up; but only 20 or 80 old people

taught in the schools.

come,
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On the Register in Cwmdauddwr schools :—
Swmmer.
Boys. Girls
—— I '?:) “ S !
5150 3 |&15) 3
S50 2 I 5 i =4 l a
b
i b
Cwmdauddwr - - : 30113 43 6 Go to Rhayadr,
Nant-Gwyllt - -!15[10 25f08 i 12 | 32
i :
Winter.
i : 1
Cwmdaunddwr - - 131 |14, 45 Go to Rhayadr.
Nant-Gwyllt - - {10 |15 25181 | 14 16 307 .,
Wye Valley - | 3] 8,1 3 6 9f%
I " !

In average attendance :—

Summer.
T
Cwmdauddwr - - 120 ; 10 f 301 .. | Go to Rhayadr.
Nant-Gwyllt - - {15 frolasf% 1148 l 22
g
Winter.
g ‘ T )
Cwmdauddwr - - 2111 31 Go to Rhayadr.
Nant-Guwyllt - -t slaae2tss b0 1525 34
Wye Valley - - sl 710 36l 9
! | |

M. Williams puts down about six boys and six girls
as neither at school nor at work.

Night school open 16 weeks, from November to
February, two hours a night, three nights per week ;
under 12, 2; above 12, 16; total 18. Reading,
writing, arithmetic, and scripture taught. The diffi-
culties in maintaining an eflicient evening school are
the “want of efficient teachers,” in this case the whole
instruction is given. Also the distance ; this school
being at one extremity of a large parish is practically
valueless to three-fourths of the people.

21. Edward Lewis, occupier. — Farms generally
small ; hardly one 200 acres, all open, none cnclosc(f.
Have the right of running our sheep on the common;
every rate-payer has undisturbed right of common.
Should prefer it enclosed, as I have little of it. My
farm does not adjoin. Live close to Rhayadr. Few
sheep, and they grazo six miles off ; some have 2,000.

Farm chiefly rnsturc and meadow ; river Elan runs
through. Employ a couple of men, a servant maid,
and my own family. My children go to school
down neur here ; gave them what I had myself;
read and write, and arithmetic. Give one man 14/
and the other 15/ ; if get an oxtra man cost 2s. and
food. Men very well off. Never work a woman
except in harvest ; gets ls. a day.

Ewploy a shepherd on hills, who a good cottage;
cottage belongs to my landlord ; has a garden and
two cows. Landlord has built some cotages up
there, and there are few houses up there. I give
him 5/ for shepherding mine ; shepherds for other
people ; perhaps gets 80/ a year. There are two
young men, brothers, both single, in fact small farmers
themselves. There are no children up there hardly
to come to school, such as there are the small farmers
send down here to school.

22, Cottages in Cwmdauddwr.

1. Inhabited by a man and his sister ; only pays ls.
a week ; built of stone and thatched ; roof open all
the way along to the thateh and rafters ; floor of hard
earth; Jarge open fire-place, old fashioned with a
grate lately put in; only this one storey divided into
two rooms by a partition of wood across; has been
lately repaived, till then the water used to come in
thll'ough the roof, now it comes in through the chimney
only.
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2. Next door, an old woman with her son and a
young child. 1s built of stone with a new slate roof,
the inside plastered, but going right up to the angle
of the roof ; it is divided in two by a partition about
eight feet high, which makes a second room. Floor
and fire-place like in the preceding.

3. Built of stone and thatch, had only one room,
but there was only one man living in it. Most
wretched hovel.

4. Half of this cottage was built of wood, but the half
in which the family lived of stone; two stoteys high,
but the upper storey only ascended by a ladder, and
consisting of a big low loft open to the thatehed roof.
There was a second room downstairs, which is built
of wood, and seems to be ouly a turf store, out of it
the staircase leads. In this hovel live seven. people,
a man and wife and five children, and pay a rent of 5/,

5. A row of cottages, of which two were built of
wood, the other two of stone ; slate roof ; only cen-
tain one room above and one below. A manure heap
at the corner of the row, and pigs running about the
mud in front of the house, as in Ireland.

Kixgrox Uxiox.

23. Mceting of Gentlemen present at Board of Guar-
dians, December 4, 1868, Present, William Hol-
land Baylis, owner, Trewern; John Stevens,
farmer, Walton ; Evan Powell Wellson, Gludestry,
owner and occupier.

Mr. Baylis says boys’ labour is not carried to any
extent that requires interference. Might begin at 9
or 10. Require them either to go to school or work
on ny estate, and in our parish of Gladestry, gencrally.
Only a woman'’s school here. ‘The boys go perhaps
rather earlier than would be the general rule in the
district.  Education is very much neglected, Mr.
Baylis has had many men who could not read or
write, They don’t like to pay the money, it is 2d. for
a child in Gladestry, but the distance is & more im-
portant reason. In this district some labourers live
in the house, some in cottages ; the waggoners will
generally live in the house. In a stock-farm Mr.
Wellson thinks it is more necessary they should live
in the farm, so as to be up at all hours to look after
the stock.

Upon the hills work is done by the piece ; down
below pay wages regularly all the year round,
Mr, Wellson calculates that his men cannot have
less than 125, or 18s, a week; he gives them in
money 9s. and a cottage, which is 1s. 6d., besides
other privileges ; potato-ground, run of n pig, and
food in harvest. Mr, Baylis calculates that as rather
below the average.

Hardly any women will work out at all, they have
got so Jazy now, they think when they marry that
their husbands are to support them. Many men have
said how much better off they are when their wives
work out. The girls are a very good set of working
girls ; will work very well at milking or any thing
about the farm when in service, and often put by a
little money. Mr, Baylis mentioned a case of a girl
who put by 80/, then married a boy, and thought she
was to live in idleness, and the money was soon spent
and the boy out of work. Mr, Wellson said a girl in
his service had put by 407, Tt is when they marry
that they get unthrifty and will do nothing at all. The
men, on the other hand, are a good hard-working set.
There wes a woman the other day out in harvest who
declined even to boil Mr. Wellson a cup of tea, Such
few women as do go out are the older ones; none of
the younger will; one or two will come out to work
among the turnips, Mr. Wellson gives 8d, a day and
tea. The turnip hoeing is let to a man, but he will
take out a boy, of 10 or 11 sometimes,.to single with
him ; knows no instance of his taking his wife out. .

Mur, Stevens remarked that there.is a good.deal of
bird-keeping about here ; has fo.get a boy of abouy, L1;
very often wants a boy in every field, crows are mucl
jncreasing in number. . Sometimes two. men with..ad-
jacent fields will combine to hire aboy ; he gets 64, a
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day. Mr. Baylis. considers it succeeds just as well to
kill a crow or two and-hang him up. . -

The tillage in the district is rather diminishing,
farmers find stock pay.so much better, Mr. Mynors
and Mr. Edwards, in Qld. Radnor, have done a great,
deal in the way of laying down grass; this causes a
great diminution .in the demand for labour, The
gentlemen did not seem to approve of-the, new.system
of putting two or three farmsinto one. Mr. Wellson
believed that under the old system the farming was
often better. .

It is the general custom to let cottages with the
farm. M., Baylis calculates it costs him; with his own
timber and stone, 200/ to put up a cottage; generally
gives two bed-rooms. Always builds the cottages sepa-
rately ; does not like: putting them in pairs or in thirees ;
the people are sure not to agree. Mr. Wellson disap-
proves of the system people have now of spending so
much on their cottages. A.farmer cannot charge them
to his men at more than 1s. Gd. a week, and very.often
50 much is added to the farm rent on account of good
cottages that it makes a difticulty in the letting of it.

Mr. Stevens remarked that schools are very plen-
tiful about Old Radnor ; there is a-school there, and
Murs. Edwards, close to Walton, also keeps another,
at which there are often 60 children, and there is
another at Evenjob; but it is the only part of the
Welsh district of the union that is well off,

Borouait or Rapyor. -

Population of Old Raduor, 1,401 ; acreage, 10,069,

Population of New Radnor, 490; acreage, 2,025,
excluding sheep-walks.

24, Rev. H. F., Mogridge, vicar of Old Radnor.—
Have a very good school here, and few boys go out
to work before 12 or 18 ; in fact the farmers complain
they cannot get enough boys. The children of some
of the smaller farmers come to the school, but as a
rule the farmers are richer men than on the other
side of the forest. This dip which comprises Radnor
forest is very good land. The women will not work
out here, as they do in Herefordshire ; the wages are
a little higher, and the men get certain privileges, and
as a rule are well off,

25. fev, J. James, minister, New Radnor.—* Very
few boys are .employed in agriculture in this parish
but the few who are thus employed are from 10 tv 13
years of age, and in seed-time and harvest-times of
the year they are thus engaged. Few and very few
women ; seven or eight perhaps are employed to pick
stones, weed the grain, and make hay. To the best
of my knowledge no girls." No restriction necessary.
They go to work a distance of one to two miles.

“ One school is here under the government of the
Chureb of England, and one private: school, where a
few infants are taught to rend by a female ; on the
whole the attendance is tolerably well, except-in the
harvest season. 1 know of no cause except early
labour or neglect for their non-attendance.

i The.cottages are on the whole in good condition,
and sufficient for the labour required. They are con-
veniently situate, not over crowded, well supplied
with water, and well ventilated. No evil results ever
come under my notice from any defect in the cot-
tages. All have good gardens, and some allotments
of land, also conveniently situated for their use.”

26. Mr. Lurner, bailiff to Sir Gilbert Lewis, Harp-
ton Court.—Generally farmers expect children to turn
out about 12. Was overscer flve years, and-used to
put pauper children out to farmers at about 12 ; they
get ai beginning 64. to 8d. a day,

Women would hardly work out here ; overy woman
works -out in Herefordshire, but labourers here are a
little better off'; down there a man would only get 93,
but herewe pay on the estatel 1s.and a cottage; a farmer
would give 9s.to l0s.:and n cottage. Give cyder
here in sumwer, and they get firing anﬁ potato ground
here, and cottage rent is cheaper ; won't' get ong in
Hereford under 4l ; heve to ‘be let ‘at 15 a-week:
Some of the cottagers hold of Sir G. Lewis, some of
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the farmers. Mr. Edwards has a farm of Sir G. Lewis,
500 or 60O acres, and keeps a cow for each labourer ;
they stay with him years and years.

A great many farmers have servants living in the
house and going out to work for them, even among
the larger farmers. A farmer farming, say, 300 acres,
would have, perhaps, four men living in the house and
four out, the four living in the house would receive
from 12/ to 16L a year and their victuals. Poorer
farmers would have their men feeding with them.
The farms vary much in size ; those up on the hill,
which are very small, would be worked only by the
man and his family.

The people live chiefly on bread ; they get bread
pretty cheap ; breakfast on bread and butter and teu.
If they go out to work and do not come back to dir-
ner they take bread and cheese with them, and have
their bit of bacon at supper, but if they come home
to dinner they have their bacon then. 'They have to
buy the cheese, there is none made here. They all
keep a pig, they buy him small in Januvary for per-
haps 14, then all through the summer he picks up
what he can get ; they fat him on barley for killing,
and kill him in the winter ; sometimes he will weigh
20 to 25 sione. The pork is the only meat they get ;
they generally cat the pig, unless there is illness, and
then, perhaps, & little money being wanted they will
sell the hams.

The women who go out to work have generally
something wrong at home ; they arc widows, or their
husband is a lazy or drunken fellow; one case of a
woman of bad character, who would not get other
employment. Men's wages vary much ; a good work-
ing man will, of course, get better wages : older men
not so much,

27.  Mr. Shewell, grocer, New Radnor. — The
children of the small farmers up on-the hills go out to
work almost as soon as they are old enough to do any-
thing ; the: consequence is that many of them get
little or no schooling at all.  The supply of schools is
very bad ; at the little parish up here, Llanvihangel,
there is only a school kept by an old man two days in
a week ; at other times he is-a clock-maker; he gets
an attendance of about 18, At Old Radnor is a school
with an endowment from a farm between that place
and. Gladestry ; it formerly stood on the farm, and the
Gladestry people did not like having it moved, There
is another school at Gladestry.

Would say that Gladestry is almost the only parish
where women work at all; a few work, perhaps, in
Radoor.  Mr, Edwavrds and Mr. Gravenor would em-
ploy a woman stone picking and weeding, but they do
not go out in any numuver ; it is not the custom here,
and yet wages are very fow, varying from 8s. to 10s.,
and having to find a cottage. It is very difficult to
understand how they get on. The women do, per-
haps, a httle knitting ; that is very common about
here ; ata stretch a woman will knit two pairs of
stockings in a week; shu gets Is. 3d. a pair, the farmer
finds t'i’xc material ; but there is little other work
done by them. Farmers will generally let them have
n bit of ground for their potatoes; the greater part
keep a pig, which is the only meat they have.

Tne tarmers on the hills themselves live very hard,
Very few of them ever see fresh meat at all ; they
eat bacon and bread ; bread is very cheap, and pota-
toes; they all live with their labourers, and the
labourers ave better off than some of them, The cot-
tages in the district are better than you will generally
find. There are many large landowners who keep
their cottages in repair.

28. Mr, Hughes, farmer, The Yatt, Old Radnor.—
Farms 90 acres, of which nearly half would be arable,
and has two servants living in the house, who do
all the work. If he wants another hand in summer
perhaps Lie gets one of the lime burners to come out.
One of them will often borrow his team in the winter,
saying, if he will lend it, they will do a day’s work for
him in the summer. Never hardly gets a woman out;
they ,will npt come, . His. own men do the work -
among the turnips.
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29. N.B., [name not given,] schoolmaster, Old Radnorshire.

Radnor.—ITassome boys upto 17 ; generally contrives
to keep them up to 13 ; would say the average age of
boys inschool is 12 or 13 ; has fewer in summer than
winter ; some few go away perhaps to take a job for a
farmer.

No, not a very good attendance to-day, owing to
the weather. Some of them have long distances to
come. None of the big ones here to-day.

29. Notes on cottages near New Radnor.

In the first (Mrs. Evans’s) were two rooms down-
stairs, the second nearly as big as the kitchen. Mrs.
Evans’ husband is & waggoner. He gots Ss. a week
wages, and his victuals in harvest. Besides this he
has certain advantages, potato-ground and milk: not
cottage; pays rent 4/ Does not go out to work
herself; boy of 11 went out to live at a farmhouse
Had a capital pig in the sty close by fatting. Ina
cottage semi-detached from the above lives Mrs, Price :
husband is a cowman, and has to work on Sunday
Gets 10s. a week ; out of it has to pay 4/ for cottage
aunually; has two small children ; never goes out to
work. Gets milk when there is plenty, all the summer
for instance.

Mrs. Evans’ in a cottage upon the hill. Husband
gets 9s. in the winter, in the summer 19s. to 15s.; he
is n lime burner. Never goes out to work; very
few women do ; some do. Mrs. Rogers goes pulling
turnips, and Mrs. Griffiths and her little girl go out
too. Don’t know of any one else. Mrs. Griffiths
went breaking stones.

All these cottages are built of stone and slate.
Came to one on the hill, poor looking and thatched,
but apparently roomy ; lot of little children playing
vound it; an Irish family named Curran. Asked
why not at school; mother is not at home to-day, and
takig care of little ones.  Went to school yesterday ;
won’t go to-morrow, it's Saturday ; will go on Monday.
Visited a wretched cattage up on the hill ; old woman
and her husband and two illegitimate grandchildren
living in it. Thatch; consists of two rooms, but the
roof of one is made into a loft, all with sloping roof,
and bare thatch, and no window; entered by a ladder
from the other and higher room to which it is open;
for this pay 3/. a ycar.

80. Mrs. Price (Harpton).—Husband gets 8s. a
week, and has to find his cottage; he gets no advan-
tages, except potato-setting.  Gets his victuals besides
in harvest. Ilas to pay rent for the cottage 31, a year.
Used to go out to work a little herself, but does nat
now ; went out haymaking, Isnotstrong enough for it
now. Little boy went to service at 9, younger than
most of them do it here, Went for his victuals, and
got nothing else for 4 or 5 years. Lived with the
farmer ; went first to do a it Jof stone-picking, but
farmer found him so useful he kept him on. Husband
works for Mr. Lloyd.

Parisn o¥ GLADESTRY,

Population, 850; Acreage, 8,190, excluding sheep.
walks. Cultivation mixed, but pasture predomi.
nates, especially if the hill or common lands are
taken into consideration,

81. FFm. Holland Baylis, Esq., M.R.C.S,, Gwern-
dwfnant.—“Boys are comparatively seldom employed,
excepting as indoor farm servants; when cmployed
from 10 or 12 years upwards indoors, all the year
round at any farm work of which they are capable ;
out of doors or daily at such scasons as suitable work
can be provided for them. Girls are employed only
as indoor farm servants, commencing at from 12 to 14,
In this district generally single women are domestic
servants or needle women ; when married they for the
most part become too indolent to work, even in those
cases where. health and circumstances favor their so
doing.

“In our own case all the workpeople reside on the
property, suitable cottages having been erected for
their accommodation, so that in no instance does the
distance exceed a mile, one woman excepted, who
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walks from the village daily about one mile. Extra
workmen when required might also have a mile or
Jess to walk. Women and boys work from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. in summer; in winter from § a.m. to sunset.

« Generally speaking the cottages are tolerable in
condition and situation. In some instances there is a
want of decency and cleanlincss caused by the absence
of privies; vthers again ave unfortunately situated
for an accessible supply of water, especially during
the summer months ; but the lutter objection is ex-
ceptional ; this heing a sparsely populated district, the
cottages arc not usually overcrowded. Most have
gardens arttached; - in addition it is the universal
custom to allow cach labourer a certain quantity of
land in the fieid for the planting of potatoes.

& \Yith regard to education, I believe that were there
a good free school so sitvated as to embrace districts,
—parishes not unfrequently being altogether too large
and straggling for any school to be available to all the
parishioners,—and, in addition, the families of the
labourers visited by the clergyman, and induced by
admonition aud encouragement to send the younger
children to school, that the present ignorance would,
in course of time, disappear, and as a consequence,
there would be less immorality. In the rural districts
unfortunately, with rare exceptions, the clergy trouble
themselves very little about the moral or materinl
welfare of the poor.

«The property which I oceupy is situated in three
parishes. In ¢ Llanfihangel Nantmellan’ there is ny
school of any kind ; in ¢Old Radnor’ the school is too
far removed to be of amy benefit to this part of' the
parish ; in ¢Gladestry’ there is a school kept by a
mistress. Many of the labourers in this neighbour-
hood can neither read nor write. Early labour is no
hindrance to the attendance of children at school with
us. A good free school is needed, and probably
means for either compelling or inducing attendance in
some cases.”

89, T\ L. Wishlade,velieving officer, Radnor district.
—District consists chiefly of sheep farms. Not so much
work as in Herefordshire for women ; they would go
out to sow turnips in the two Radnors, and do a little
topping and tailing ; also in Gladestry. Occasionally
they go. DBut men would do most of the work.
Perhaps a man would go out and take his boys to single
while he hoes ; very seldom takes his girls. Never
knew of a case of a wife going with her husband.
Women would get 8. a day.

A fa:m labourer would get 9s. or 10s. in money.
Cottage rent free, and potato ground in most cases.
In some cases, not often, farmers allow run of a pig in
the stubbles after the grain has been gathered. Some
of the cottagers keep poultry. Women knit in Llan-
degley, Glascwm, chiefly some of the old women.
Where a large family, often has not time. Sometimesa
wile will add a good deal of mouey in hacvest and hay-
making. Sometimes go to master’s house to work. A
good many labourers” live in the house. Most of the
farms have cottages. Not many on the sheep farms.
A great many of the farmers on the hills are better oft
than those below, but enclosure makes them not so
well off as they used to be. They put by a lot of
money and live very hard. But some very poor. Can
hardly make two ends meet. They eat a goed deal
of bacon ; sometimes one of their own sheep. Bake
their own bread. Some live in wretched places.
Qvens close to fire-place.  Some bake the bread over
the fire in an iron pot, and very nice bread. Burn a
quantity of peat, but not so much as formerly. Railway
brings coal.

Kxicnrox Unies.

38a. Meeting of the board of guardians, Nov.25.
Rev. A. Thomas, vicar of Beguildy, chairman, in the
chair. Present also, Messrs. Tudge, V.C,, Heyope ;
Thomas, Bleddfa ; Kinsey, Llanbister, &ec.

Children begin farm-work at 14, Degin by looking
after cattle, assist waggoner, clean shoes, and some-
times assist in harvest. No leading horses with plough.

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PERSONS, AND WOMEN

In upper part all live in the house. No gaug system.
Would also live in the large farms. Many of the men
would have a cottage and so much money. Boys hired
by the year. Ii a small farm would live with the
family. Small farms everywhere.

Chiefly a grazing country. Little corn grown except
for export, only for use, and for cattle. A good deal
of the land only produces oats.

Farmers depend on stock.  Fair sprinkling of cattle
everywhere. On a farm with 200 sheep would be 25
to 30 cattle. Could have 50 or 60 down -the valley,
and the same number of sheep. No dairy of any
account. Most farmers buy cheese ; may make a
little butter. All large farmers buy cheese. Give
milk all to stock. More butter from the higher
parishes sold.

Mr. Tudge said it is a very small parish where you
don’t find a school or two,and where not a good many
private. The chairman said that this board pays for
the education of all destitute and pauper children,
and all orphans, if no means of their own, and also of
labourers’ family if very large.

Beguildy has only private schools. Most of the
children at one or other. Would say that most would
be at one or other. It is their own fault if they don't go.
Mr. Tudge said, some have Jong distances to send.

Have a National school in Heyope, aud very good
and a private school kept by Miss Cook. ’

There is now school-room at Llanbister, another on
the border in Llandewi, which gets a many from Llan-
bister. Guardians would expeet some that do not go
at all. Chairman says, that many who live close as bad
as those who live far.

Chairman says, not women employed to any extent
in Beguildy; very few in harvest ; and at Llanbister
very few. Mr. Tudge says, that you can’t get women.

In Bleddfa Mr. Thomas says, labourers’ wives will
pull and cut turnips. Perhaps one or two women or
girls will pick stones, or a girl who has been unfor.
tunate. Women don’t do it up in the higher parishes.
In Bleddfa are very large farms, and it is more like a
Herefordshire parish.

At Llanbister the cottages are much better than
what they were. Chairman says,a good many squatters.
Freeholds on the hills.  Built on the hill and paid for
to the Woods and Forests. After built a short time
Woods and Forests come down on them. The Crown
is lord of the manor. Some clod walls and thatch, and
mostly only ground-floor. Mecst of rest belong to
landlord.

In Bleddfa cottages arc pretty fair. All belong to
landowners. Two bedrooms, and some with three
bedrooms. Some that have been farmhouses often
divided into two. Nearly all new put up with three
bedrooms.

Generally let to farmer with farms. Rent, where
pay, 34. 10s. to 41

Wagces.—The chairman reckons his men get 125, a
week, 10s., o cottage, three bushels potatoes, cyder.

At Bleddfa 9s., cottage, cider, potato ground, run
of a pig, house firing. Months victuals in corn
harvest. .

Boy in farm at 13 would begin at 4/, A good boy
would get 12/, 2t 18. From Bleddfa has a boy under
20 ; gets 14/ ; teamster ; good as any man,

Panisu or LLaxsapary Fyxypo,

Population, G09.

88a. George Augustus Haig, Esq., Pen-Ithon.—
«QOwner of 2,700 acres and occupier of 1,050 acres,

“The cultivation is chiefly pestoral, perhaps 10 per
cent. in crop ; but my own farm is about 40 per cent.
under crop, and next year will have 65 or 70 per cent,
No children are employed under 10 years old, and
very few 50 young, usually 11, or 12, or 18, or up-
wards. Occupied chiefly weeding turnips and carrots
and mangold during the winter. Wages, according
to age, from 8d. per day to 1s, 6d. per day. A boy of
16 will get 1s, 6d. per day, a boy of 12 or 13 perhaps 1s.
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* Girls are very seldom employed uutil they are 16
or 17. At that age they are employed in turnip-
weeding and planting, and gathering potatoes, and
binding corn in harvest ; they get the wages of a
wowman, is.a day. Women, both married and single,
are employed in the same occupations as those named
above ; they get 1s.a day. 1 employ a great many,
sometimes 30 women and children ; many of them
live on my own farm in the cottages, others walk 1 or
1} or 2 miles to their work, and return the sume dis-
tance at night. ‘The employment is not constant, it
is intermittent and depends on weather. On a fine
day a great many will turn out, on a wet day very
few or none at all. They work from 6 to 6, with
half an hour for breakfast and an hour for dinner,

leaving 10} hours for work.

¢ think it would be a great hardship to restrict
labour on land. It would not injure the farmer or
the landowner, it would only injure the labouring
classes. The occupation is healthy, and liked by
those engaged in it. I can get plenty of women for
field work at 1s. a day, but the same women object to
work in my laundry at 1s.6d. per day, showing
plainly that they consider the occupation & pleasaut
ong, and 1 consider this indicates whether it is good

or not for their children.

“There is no school in the parish. Occasional
winter schools are opened for a few months. I am
building a school near to my house, which will be
opened shortly, but will only be for young children
from 5to 10 years old. °If the children are not taught
between those ages it is hopeless to attempt to teach

them.”

Have 10 cottages on the home farm, cach three
rooms. A man and wife with three or four young
children get these at 1s. a week. If a man has more
children or older children hec has to take fwo cottages
(they both enter from onc porck), and tukes in a
lodger, who pays ls. a week, and so in reality pays
the rent of the second cottage. No cottages have
gardens,and the people put no value on a garden.
There are plenty of “natural children,” but I think
the number is diminishing and morals are improving.
At same time a woman who has two or three natural
children, provided for at 2s. 6d. per week, is looked
upon as & fortune, and very soon finds a husband, the
husband very seldom being the father of any of the

children.

Water.—In country places we never supply water
to cottages or even to farms in such a district as
this ; they carry water from the nearest brook or

spring ; there are plenty of them all about,
I know of no cottages which have gardens.

are labourers’ farms, of, say, 6 or 8, or 10 or 15 acres

these men work often for a furmer as a regular day-
labourer, and the wife manages one ortwo cows and
a few sheep. Gardens are not valued. These small
farms let quickly enough at 6l. to 8/. a year, but they
will not pay the landlord. The house and byre and
fencing cost at least 100/, and. the repairs of the
building and materials for repair of the fences will
cost on the average 8/, a year, being from 3/, to 5. as
the return for an outlay of 100/ and 8 to 12 acres of
land. On cottages we expect no adequate return ;
they are part of the farm buildings as it were, and
The cottage farms world not

must be provided.
yield a landlord 1} per cent,

PaRrist or LLANBISTER,

Population, 1,015,

84, Kvan Kinsey, occupier.— Farms about 240
acres; pretty large for the parish; would not plough
above 40 acres, all the rest pasture. No pasture very
good, a good deal on the hill.  Should have 30 cattle
and 250 to 300 sheep, besides & team of horses. Milks

siX COWS,

Employ about five men, all live in the house, the
custom in the parish, very rare to have a workman
living in a cottage ; when marry go away. Most of

24838,
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the married men become job men. Three grown-up
men and two strong boys ; they feed with us; youngest
about 14, 16, and 18, and two over 20; keep them in
good order; a dealin the ruling of the house, butitis a
great failing their getting with the servant girls. Have
farmed 23 years and never had a case. In some in-
stances the servant comes back ; it she is a good servant
she dees. There’s too many go to the workhouse here;
but they would rather starve than go there ; think it
as bad as going to prison.

Cannot get women for swedes; servant boys have
to do it, and sometimes let it out to job men ; but
their wives won’t work, that is the worst of it with us;
they are a deal better about Knighton.

35. Abraham Hamer, overseer, Llanbister.—Very
few women go out, only in parish of Llanbadarn-
fynydd ; about cight or ten women employed on one
estate ; Squire Haigh keeps about three or four farms
in hand.

Some children employed, perhaps a few of 13 or
14, doing same work as women, hocing turnips, car-
rots, swedes ; girls go with their mothers, and when 2
little older go out to service.

In summer months and spring women go out, and
not in bad weather. Hardly any in other parishes,
except perhaps a woman by chance.

Boys go to service at 12 or 13; any work farmer
puts them at ; out-door work chiefly; no earlier work.
Nearly all labourers live in farmhouses ; farmers all
keep children to work. Veryapt to begin earlier than
Iabourers ; begin minding sheep when very little. A
farm labourer living in the housc would live with
farmer, get food, and perhaps 1s.a day. Small farmers
in the hilly part; the largest perhaps 300 acres, but
most sheep walks, perhaps only 20 acres under tillage.
In Llananuo-Llanbister a good deal of common.

In Liangunlio and Bleddfa much larger farms; a
small valley between the hills. One farm in Bleddfa
up to 500 acres, some a little smaller; out of that
about 100 would be ploughed, and a deal of meadow,
and the vest sheep walk. Keep cattle all through the
district, sheep and horses ; breed cattle.  Nearly every
farm has some dairy.

Very poor cottages generally ; some built with clod
and covered with straw; would be some better ; not
above two rooms in some of them. Llananuo and
Llanbister would be worst, and a part of Llanbadarn.
Squire Haigh has built four or five new cottages,
stone and slate; but not many more new, except
three or four brick, in parish of Llangunllo. Chiefly
belong to landowner. Bad ones would let for 2/
a new one would be 4. or 51,

Very few outdoor men employed ; chiefly job work,
draining, &c. Pretty well off generally, but some poor
families. Would have for dinner a little bread and
potatoes, and pechaps a bit of bacon or a little milk.
Labourers themselves would drink tea ; only get cider
and beer in Bleddfa and Llangunllo in summer months.
In Bleddfa there are not so many in farms ; live in
cottages on farms, and get 9s. a week, cottage, potato
ground, with manure from the farm enough to set
three or four bushels of potatoes, It and Llangunlle
more like Hereford parishes; so too going down to
Presteign.

Up the farther parishes rarely get any beer or cider,
except from a public-house ; very little drunken-
ness. They prefer tea or coffee. They find it the
cheapest meal they can get.  Very apt to keep a pig
now and then one or two keep a cow ; some of them
aet three or four acres ; in upper parishes some small
frecholders on the common.  Get a little potatoes and
oats, and are rather better off than the others ; but are
working nearly all their time by the day, except a
day or two now and then on their own ground. A
very poor barren country ; women and children would
do a little work on the farm.

Before Squire Haigh came up were often lots of
people out of employment, but he gives lots of work
now in the upper parishes. No crow-keeping ; rather
cold for birds, and they seem to keep away.

Y

Copyright (¢) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

Radnorshire,

—

Mr. Boyle.

q.



170 EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREXN, YOUXG PERSQONS, AND WOMEN

Radnorshure. Pagrisu 0¥ BLEDDKA.

36. Mr. Thomas, occupier.—Tillage of farm 200
acres ; all farm between 3500 and 600 acres, and a
good bit of hill land ; break up some of it fresh, very
poor land. A good deal gorse and too steep. Bleadows
and pasture would be about 300 acres; at the botrom

Mr. Boyle.
Q.

very good about 50 or 60.

Ewploy about 10 men regular. Three waggoners
and a shepherd, work 12 hours. Will average 20 in
employ. Have four in the house; and have sons that
work regular with the men. Certain number of job
men; get fencing by measure, and let out swedes and
turnips to job men, and cutting corn. Obliged to
employ hand labour for cutting; too hilly; cut hay
with machine. Ewmploy one boy of 12, a workhouse
boy, at 6d. & day; works about the farm, leads the
horse between rows and cocks of hay when hauling.
Now he is helping to cart turnips with my son. Not
much bird-keeping ; get a boy now and then ; some
do, some don't ; workman's boy. Would not do it
under 10. No good under. Give him 6d. a day.

Let out the swedes to women, who bring their
children ; they do it by measure, 13d. a row 100 yards
long. Not at it regular; don’t come early in morning.
One workman's wife with two boys, lumps of boys
who ought te be in service, got 5L, for pulling turnips,
perhaps a month. Al of the labourers’ wives as have
their bands free glad to come out. Would not bring
a child out under 10. In our country the labourers
indulge children too much. Don’t send them to

service early enough.

A good fow about me let out their swedes the old
way; pull a load and take it home, and then frost
comes and lose the rest. Biggest farms in my parish

of any.

Cottages let by landlord to me with the farms.
have seven. la pretiy fair repair. Tenant finds thatch,
it thatched, but landlord slate for the slated ones.
Landlord pays for repair. Lord Bateman in Hereford-
shire lets them straight to the labourer, where my
second son has a farm. Like that system best,
because many of the lower class slovenly, knock a
cottage about; when taken from the owner direct, he
fooks to them. Plenty on my farm for what I want.

Waggoner 10s. 2 week, house and garden, month’s
victuals in harvest, and dinner when out with team.
4s. extra in hay; potato and three bushels of cider

barley for pig; firing, wood, and coal.
given too. Breed stock largely.

Parisu or Heynore.
Population, 283.

87. Mr. Tudge, occupier, Vice-chairman of Board
of Guardians.—Find it better to have men on farms
in cottages; cannot manage servants in house latterly,
and by having them out get more labour in the day.
Men would have to live at the villages Knudass,
Llangunllo, &c., if no cottages on the farms. Most
men farm their own land, and find it a saving to have
men living on it instead of walking a distance. Have
farmed 800 acres for 20 years, have three cottages on
it; build them cheap as have stone and timber on
land. Only hire 2 mason and carpenter, and buy
slate. Consider thatching dearer than slate; wants
so much repair, especially if a lot of rats about it,

Gives men 10s. a week (waggoner, 10s. 6d.) cottage,
potato ground, run of a pig. Reckons as worth about

13s. a week,

Parisn or LrnaNguxivro.

38. Mr. Weyman, occupier.—Farms 340 acres, of
which 80 or 90 acres in tillage ; rest all pasture and
woods. Have some meadow, and are enclosing all
the hill land. Father has two farms, and I have one
under Mr. Green Price, in Knighton parish; live in

Llangunllo.

Have four workmen out, two in the house. Let
mowing, reaping, &ec. to job men, and in fact employ
two more all the year round. Can generally get men.

Pay them by the piece.
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Four workmen live in cottages on the farm. Wag.
goner gets 10s., other men 9s. and cottage, beer,—they
like beer better than cider,—potato ground,&c. About
the general thing in the parish and in Llangunlio.
Cottages let with the farm; have four, which is all
wanted. QOne man’s wife perhaps would come out,
but all last summer could not get one out ; they don't
like out-door work, get lots of other work.

Sometimes employ @ boy of 11 to 13 to scare birds
in wheat-sowing at 6d. a day ; in general a workman’s
boy ; if he has not one, must shoot or do as we cap.
When boy comes to that age generally gets a boy
into the farm ; down in Herefordshire would plough
with a boy ; not wanted here as plough double.

Presteiox Uxiox.

89. Extract from circular filled up by Heury Martin
Jones, Esq., Clerk to the Union.

Boys «from 11 to 12 years of age are generally
“ put into the houses of farmers. The girls are anly
‘« employed as houschold servants; girls are never
“ put as out-door workers. \Vomen as a rule in this
¢ district work in the fields when there is work for
< them to do."

Distance from work, “uncertain, from a quarter of
“ a mile to two miles.”

Hours of work, “from 6 am. to 6 p.m. as a rule:
‘ in winter months, from daylight to dusk.”

“ T think no limit need be adopted ‘to women or
children’s work.” Children are never as a rule put
to work until they have been schooled and are able.

“ There are excellent ragged, British, and National
schools in this place which are generally taken ad-
vantage of by the labouring classes.”

“ The cottages as a rule are good, and as con-
veniently situate as possible; as a rule they are not
overcrowded, but this of course depends on the
number of the families. Generally all have good
gardens ; no allotments.”

BuiLtu Uxtox.

40. Mr. Pricc, Maesgwyn, Disserth (owner), Chair-
man of the Builth Board of Guardians.—Builth Union
contains 10 parishes entirely Welsh. Mr. Price con-
siders Radnor Forest, Clyro Hills, and the Begws
the boundary of the English and Welsh farming;
below those hills you will find the same farming as in
Herefordshire. On this side it is the Welsh system
of farming ; very little land is in corn, because we
find raising stock pay better. Farms 600 acres, all
his own, and of this would have perhaps 10 acres in
wheat, the same in barley, the same in oats, and per
haps a few acres in roots; grows only enough wheat
and milks enough cows to supply the farm ; some of
the small farmers about would make a little butter to
sell in Howey or Llandrindod, but it is the exception;
also there are hardly any freeholders about, and the
present \?s{em is to amalgamate small farms into
large. Mr. Price has three men in his employ, all
living in the house ; it is not for want of cottages
for he has three on his farm ; one of these is let to a
carpenter, and he is quite willing to let them to men
who work for other farmers. The wages of in-door
servants has increased enormously. The man you
gave 101 to formerly now expects 201, If he marries
it is a bad thing for him, He either has to take one
of my cottages or go elsewhere. In busy times have
to get extra hands, who expect 2s. a day and some-
times their victuals. Have had as many as 12 dining
in here, They have just the food we have, and the
in-door servants the same all the year round. Beef
and bacon. There is no scarcity of male labour.
The fact is in harvest there are not so many hands
wanted here, and a carpenter or anybody will come
out for a few days. We help oncanother too. Often
lend a team; and in the case of small farmers they
will often go out together and get in the harvest
on one farm first, and then off to the next. Tt is a
system very hard for English people to understand,
but the labourers here are not many, and what there
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are as well oft as many of the farmers. We often
stop and have a chat with them. Many of the people
are half farmers half labourers. Men, for instance,
who pay 150 or 20/. a year rent will work a day or
two on their farm and the rest of the week at 2s. 2
day for some larger farmer. None ever need be out
of work. If there is not farm work to be done there
is always work on the roads or a bit of fencing. It
is the children of the small farmers who get the least
education. They are about with their parents at 5
or 6. And what are you to do about that? A
parent won't overwork his child, and they get some
schooling when there is not work going on the farm.
Ours is a mixed school. It has been built four years,
and the children certainly come very weil. Hardly
know what they did before it was built. Boys and
girls learn together, and children of all denominations
come. Farmers' children go too and learn with the
labourers’ children, and if they want more scheoling
for them afterwards they have to send them to Hereford
or somewhere. There is another school near Builth
Road station. The parish is very large, about 6,000
acres.

We have no workhouse. The guardians have
always voted against it on account of the expense of
the establishment, and the requirements of Govern-
ment in building one. But it is a great disadvastage
in the way that we have no test of real poverty. In
cases too of illegitimate births it is very difficult to
manage. A sum has to be allowed to the mother or
she has to be put out somewhere. It is one of the
worst things in this county.  Some women have three
or four bastard children. Little orphans have to be
put out, and, perhaps, ls. paid to the person who
takes them in. There are two in Llandrindod now.
Widows receive relief. They cannot support them-
selves here unless they get a bit of washing. No
work is done on the land by women ; they are above
it. The wagesare so high they will notdo it. Down
on the Herefordshire side where n man gets, perhaps,
only 9s. a week the case is different. If we have
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to pick stanes or top and tail turnips we have to set
our men to it. But we fortunately have little of the
work o be done.

+1. Rev. Thomas Thomas, Rector of Disserth,
Glanhowey, near Llandrindod.—Population of parish,
521 ; acreage, 6,200. Cultivation mixed. *The
cottages are not numerous in this parish, the occupants
generally being small farmers. Those that exist are
tairly good.

There are scarcely any children growing up in-
sufficiently educated. Oune or two at most. Probably
20 neither at school nor at work.”

ApproxiIMATE NUMBER of Children of the agricultural
labouring class in attendance at elementary
schools in the parish of Disserth.

In Summer.

E

o

On the register of some = 18 22 42 23 29 356
school. i

In average attendance -| 8 6 14 12. 7 24

In winter nearly the same.

492, Mr. James, landlord of the Rock House Inn.—
Has two farms, onein Llandrinded, and onein Penybont,
the former 115 acres, the latter about 150. Has most
arable land in the latter, but the best land is aleng the
river near Llandrindod. Rich meadow. At this
latter farm he depends for support of the hotel, and
kills 100 lambs for it every year. His men live in
cottages, which they find themselves. He employs
four on the Llandrindod farm. The bailiff gets 14s. a
week. Two live in the farmhouse. The other men
get the same, but have to find cottages.

Raduorshire.

Mr. Boyle.

——

q.
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