2412742 - J.D.Weyman Assignment 3 Main Essay

This assignment asks for a two-thousand-word discussion on the nature and direction of my chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities. My chosen discipline is Philosophy, and of course the aim will be to explain how the discipline of philosophy fits into ideas concerning the possible focused directions for the discipline and of the nature and definition of Philosophy and its relation to the wider range of humanities. Firstly, it would be beneficial to get a clearer understanding about what the Humanities are. What are the humanities? What subjects are included in the humanities? When did the humanities first come about? Also, what is meant by Philosophy? How can philosophy be studied in relation to the humanities? Lastly, a conclusion that will try and fit it all cohesively together.

According to ‘New History of the Humanities’ “The humanities came about in a variety of ways- as part of a ritual, as a consequence of philosophy, and sometimes as a political instrument” Rens-Bod (2013). In my own opinion, the term ‘humanities’ in its academic sense is another attempt at filing away different areas of research into compartments comfortably acceptable and easily accessible to the academic hunter for information when needed for research, and this would indeed be a good practical and logical practice. How an individual would go about things if it were likened to labelling all the different screw sizes and machine parts in a garage, if they had one. A practical means by which we can locate and work with information relating to a particular study of being human. However, in my current reading of ‘New History of the Humanities’ it states that Psychology, which one may have thought may have qualified for being classed a Humanities subject is classed as a social science. Is this the same as a humanities science? As there are parallels between Psychology and philosophy.

[bookmark: _Int_RcfXJ12U]In the same above book by Rens-Bod (2013) it was stated that all early learning academically was classed as sciences of different subject matters and that there was no distinction between the humanities and the sciences. “Whether one wanted to grasp the secrets of the human or the natural world, it was part of the same intellectual activity. Pythagoras investigated both music and mathematics and Al-Biruni was both a historian and an astronomer” Rens-Bod (2013). Being completely honest, as I am still in the early (mature rookie) years of my learning and academic journey, I thought that ‘Humanities’ meant all subjects related to humanitarian issues and needs, concentrating on current issues that need addressing for the betterment and, indeed, survival of the human race and as erroneous as this description may be, it is definitely part of the nature and direction of my chosen discipline. How can philosophy, which has itched the chins and stroked the beards of many a historical figure actually help us today in our current dilemmas concerning a shaky looking future? And how can we introduce a ‘social coolness’ to philosophy to help its benevolent wisdoms find a ‘hip’ place amongst our young and old alike, rather than stuck over a wine bottle strewn dinner table at the flat of an unknown philosopher and his/her unknown friends?  
How does philosophy make a difference in life when all we see looking at history is valuable wisdom and lessons seemingly unlearnt? 

[bookmark: _Int_0h8iAhiw]Before we try and answer, at least some of the above questions that have been raised at the end of the last chapter, let us examine further the nature of the humanities to get a clearer idea of how this chosen discipline fits in. According to ‘New History of the Humanities’” Since the nineteenth century the humanities have generally been defined as the ‘Disciplines that investigate the expressions of the human mind’ Such expressions include language, music, art, literature and poetry. Thus philology, linguistics, musicology, art history, literature studies and theatre studies all belong to the realm of the humanities, unlike the study of nature, which belongs to the domain of science, (such as physics, astronomy, chemistry and biology.)” Rens-Bod (2013). The expressions of the human mind encapsulates what we imagine philosophy to fit into, and quite comfortably, if comfortable would be a word one would ascribe to a philosopher like Nietzsche? In the respect of philosophy being an expression of the human mind, then it would then be my ‘mature rookie’s’ assumption that, indeed philosophy is a subject that fits into the pigeonhole of humanities.

So, the humanities are a set of disciplines that have certain ways of measuring the chosen aspect of humanities, such as music and musicology. In linguistics which has a great deal of bearing upon philosophy, we can trace the birth of grammar to Panini between the seventh and fifth centuries B.C.E. Unknown in Europe for over two thousand years we can see how Panini developed rules in Sanskrit about how to structure sentences together, giving rise to the studies of morphology, phonology, syntax and semantics. Here we can see how humanities could be classed as a science. Is philosophy then, a scientific study of human behaviour, morality and correct ethical conduct, searching to provide solutions to help us navigate our way through the course of our lives in relation to our own existence and other people and their situations and ultimately, a better future for us all? And, if so, what is a better future for us all? 

This article from Cambridge.org shows us the typical confusions that exists about what philosophy is. “What is philosophy? Is a question that every professional philosopher must ask themselves sometimes. In a sense, of course, they know: they spend much time doing it. But in another sense, the answer to the question is not at all obvious. In the same way, any person knows by acquaintance what breathing is; but this does not mean that they know the nature of breathing: its mechanism and function. The nature of breathing, in this sense, is now well understood; the nature of philosophy, by contrast, is still very much an open question. One of the reasons this is so, is that the nature of philosophy is itself a philosophical question, so uncontentious answers are not to be expected-if philosophers ever ceased disagreeing with one another our profession would be done for” G. Priest (2006).

So more empty bottles of wine appear on the kitchen table near dog-eared copies of the ‘Tao Te Ching’ and other philosophical works, as a sleeping philosopher stirs, hungover with his face in a half empty bowl of Bombay mix. 
Because this essay askes for the direction of my chosen discipline in relation to the humanities, we will have to get this table cleared, ready for another fresh, new day, again. In one of the recent lectures our class saw three videos about ‘Heritage futures’ project, which raises some very important questions about how we should perhaps start to view and study our chosen disciplines considering how our disciplines will impact upon the future generations and, of course our current existences. We are faced with certainties that can clearly be seen on the news, such as climate change, nuclear waste, pollution, war and mass migration and these issues are happening now. As students concerned with the humanities these problems should engage us in the search for solutions for some of these problems.

Philosophy, as a valuable tool for ours and future generations has its double-edged sword though, a Yin Yang in its possible usage. Taoism, for example has an earthy peacefulness to its way which has helped individuals in healing and being more ‘mindful’ of the moment, whereas Nietzsche’s ‘Thus spoke Zarathustra’  (1883-1885) was used for its ‘uber mensch’ harsh philosophy of reality by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party in Germany. How can we go forward with a new philosophy pertaining to future world peace and an eco-conscious practical and easy to learn way of thinking considering possible tyrants who do and will wish to rule over humankind, and therefore bend philosophies to suit their own needs? Or indeed, erase all trace of existing philosophies that may hinder the progress of their regimes?

An example of some ancient philosophy that seems incorruptible comes from the first paragraph from ‘The Handbook of Epictetus’ and goes thus;
“1. Some things are up to us, and some are not up to us. Our opinions are up to us, and our impulses, desires, aversions-in short, whatever is our own doing. Our bodies are not up to us, nor are our possessions, our reputations, or our public offices, or, that is, whatever is not our own doing. The things that are up to us are by nature free, unhindered, and unimpeded; The things that are not up to us are weak, enslaved, hindered, not our own. So, remember, if you think that things naturally enslaved are free or that things not your own are your own, you will be thwarted, miserable, and upset, and will blame both gods and men. But if you think that only what is yours is yours, and that what is not your own is, just as it is, not your own, then no one will ever coerce you, no one will hinder you, you will blame no one, you will not accuse anyone, you will not do a single thing unwillingly, you will have no enemies, and no one will harm you, because you will not be harmed at all” (Epictetus A.D 50-130)

Epictetus hints at a flavour of Taoism here, with his focus on being completely present in oneself and hunting for an incorruptible set of guidelines for living life which, in some respects can still be used in the present day. Of course, we all must work to get our money, and thus, enslaved we are, but will this always be so? There are valuable lessons in philosophy which can give us wisdom in the face of an uncertain future. Living together as a cohesive inter-racial eco conscious species on the planet now and in the future will need radical ways of thinking across all the disciplines in the humanities as can be seen in the videos about ‘Heritage Futures’. 
In the ‘Heritage Futures’ videos by Prof Cornelius Holtorf, he asks how we should be looking at our heritage attractions with the emphasis on our current state and what messages we should be leaving for our future generations. For example, another of the videos our class watched pertained to how we should warn our future generations about the nuclear waste we have buried as a result of the production of energy (nuclear power plants) and the production of nuclear weapons. In this video students were asked to come up with designs to warn future generations that this land is dangerous to dig in and live on, due to the lifespan of nuclear waste. The areas would have to be resistant to the onslaughts of nature and time to be clearly understood. Perhaps old castles, stately homes, amphitheatres now used for picnics and romantic rendezvous or playgrounds for stray cats will be used in the future as vital survival centres, combining essential skills teaching, emergency housing, growing food and medical needs for a commune of people only too happy to see survival of humanity and eco structure as the main philosophical focus of their own thoughts and actions.

In conclusion of the question asked of by this assignment, we can see how the nature of philosophy is an important factor in all of the areas in humanities, examples of philosophical thought can be seen on old pottery, clay tablets, frescos and mosaic flooring uncovered by archaeologists, can certainly be read about in literature and seen depicted in paintings hung in art galleries and can also be heard in the music of classic composers and modern musicians alike. Anthropology is also concerned with the spiritual and philosophical views of different peoples around our world. As a result of looking at the nature of philosophy, the direction of my chosen discipline could be described as an endeavour to study the ways in which to apply philosophy to the present and the future using all the disciplines of humanities to convey a future moral and ethical message about life and humanity. Teaching our current generations and leaving our future generations legacies of philosophical lessons in art, music and literature such as is suggested in the ‘Heritage Futures’ videos, for all those futuristic archaeologists to unearth and decipher. If of course, they can find it.
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