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introduction 
The aim of this paper is to discuss and critically analyse the risks and the benefits of online resources for conducting practical legal research. This analyse will consist of the risk that can occur when doing practical legal researching and also the benefits there are through online searching.  It will be discussed what is available for practical legal research, and what arguments are out there relating to the risks and benefits of online sources. 
 

























legal research
When searching for information, it is always good to know exactly what you are searching for, this will make it easier to find and it is good to know where to go to get the right creditable sources that have the correct information. If you are searching for legal information for a client then taking as much information from your client is important. Trying to Stay focused on what you really need to know otherwise, you could run the risk of getting sidetracked.
Find out what a good source of information is, legal research and factual research are two different things, to search legal you would have to find out what the law says in certain aspects to analysis a certain situation, you would be looking for legal information. Legal is legislations, case law, secondary legislation, rules, regulation, and statuary instruments, these can usually be found on bailli.org. If you want to research facts which is a different to legal, facts, is key information such as who the director is for a certain company you would search company house.
Finch and Fafinski (2021, p.120) noted that there are a lot of different resources around case law that you can find online, some will offer a range of value-added features however, you would have to subscribe, unlike others that do not require subscription.  Searching law on line can be dangerous and very misleading so you need to be vigilant when google is used as some require payments for information, others are free such as government websites and legislation. Gov. Elkington, et al. (2019/2020, p
Websites:
Wikipedia is a website, when we are looking at Wikipedia on the website for case law, it would usually give us a background of the case, the key dates and the citation. However, the citation is not correct. Wikipedia can give you lots of information, but is not a good source for legal research, because the site does not cover any legal reports. Although, it is a good source for factual information because it presents the facts of a situation. However, anyone can put on any information on Wikipedia so it is hard to know if the facts are true or not. In relation to the law, lawresourse are able to put some things up on their page on curtain areas of the law however, they do have limits to what they can put up in this area, and can only put a small brief quotation that has come out of that judgement. Lawresouces are limited also to releasing a very small summary on their private page. Their citations are known to be accurate, unlike some of the other sites you go on such as, lawteacher, which does not give an accurate citation, but it gives you a lot of factual information which can be vey useful, however you do not get the full story. Finch and Fafinski  (2021), p 123 
Database:
Lawtel is a brilliant service. It has a fast and up to date alertness service on giving information on case law, and changes on general legal and legislative. However, it does not have a thorough legal research service and does not have the full write up as Westlaw edge UK has when it comes to legislations and cases, which can go back to 1865 in case law and back to 1267 in legislation. Sweet & Maxwell are capable of reaching a variety of legal clients at the desktop. ED’s excellent study (2002). Lawtel can be found through Westlaw edge UK.  This is a database site that is very much up to date, and useful for cases that are used in negligence as it has significant reports, you will find case that summaries with links to some that have a full wright up. Finch and Fafinski (2021, p.125).
However, it does not always shine any light on the fact of the case, and the citation of cases which are needed, and are said to be beneficial, however they feel that it is blurred, and don’t make any
sense even though the law reports are available, even now law librarians are still explaining to solicitors. Practice direction from the lord chief justice ordered that from 11th January  the high courts and the Appeal courts should  with all their findings, have to have media coverage on neutral citations. Fogden’s excellent study (2019).   
Baill have had to make changes for the future and have decided to change their journal but not alter the name. In 2001 Baill looked into how they could make it last in the future, they had a review into their memberships and how it was structured, and what services they provided for their viewers, and also the administrator. They have had to make some hard choices but the decisions in the past have put them in a good place as it is coming up to 50years of celebration. Fogden’s excellent study (2019). 
Online: 
To search articles in journals, Westlaw gives you more of a list than that of lexis library and some other online database, this is because lexis library only list articles which the organizers are paying for, so it will be only those articles that would be in the database, this would then reduce how many articles you can see.  Westlaw edge UK, gives you more articles to look at because they don’t only list the ones that are in their own journals, but they list article that others publishers own as well, it also gives you a full text of the article to print or read on line. Finch and Fafinski (2021, p.187). however, if you are not sure on the article you are looking for it can take a long time find.  Be careful when signing up for westlaw as it can be misleading, they have a poor customer service and do not honor their customers, there is a charge for leaving them and they do not have a disparagement clause. (Thomas Reuters, no date).
Library:  
Books from the library can be a good way to start your research as there is a large quantity of books that you can get, it is a good idea to look at a local library’s catalogue to see it they have the book that you are looking for in your library. There can also be a list of places available which tell you what library would have the book that you want if your local library has not got the one you are looking for.  There are a lot of different textbooks available for each subject some may be harder to read than others, they are particularly useful for students in legal study’s and are good for collecting together information to analyse and criticise the law in most arears. Librarians know a lot and there is a wealth of information in libraries. if you need help finding books or have any queries the librarians are there to help you, they are highly trained professionals and they can give students guidance of where to look for the information that they need. (Lombardi, 2019).
Internet 
We want the internet to be a safer place than any other country in the world, for a number of businesses to grow and the proposals we have put forward for new laws will ensure that everybody in the UK can appreciate the internet and keep safe while they use it. (GOV. UK. 2019). 
The internet can be a site to gain knowledge on a subject and to find information, but whether it is true or not we do not know. However, there are ways for us to find out if the information we are getting is creditable. The writer should have a clear identification and their identifications should be related to the subject. An author who is writing an informational piece will have listed their related identifications. Never be fooled by headings. Somebody with a PhD can be listed as Dr, this would mean that he should know a lot about the medical practice, but it does not mean that person would be skilled in all topics. Websites that offer more quotes, links usually provide you with better information. If you are not sure on the website spot check the facts with a more trusted website. Anything ending with gov is a government website, it is owned by the government and therefore it is a safe site to go on. (Cullens, 2013). The problem for online searching is that you can get sidetracked as there is so much information out there. Try to jot down when you see something that you were looking for. Webb et al. (2019, p. 102). Internet connection can sometimes be a problem, such as poor signal or if the internet provider goes down and also a slow speed can delay you. (Muldoon, 2012).
 

























Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk86945153]The internet is a great tool to have, and we can get a lot of legal research from the online service we don’t have to leave our homes and we can find out so much information online. It is useful to have internet on your mobile phone it allows you to search the net when outdoors. However, internet providers can go down and you could end up with no internet Finch and Fafinski (2014, p. 55). There is a vast amount of people who can benefit from the internet such as businesses, people can do their shopping online, order meals and talk to your friends and family (Writer, 2020). However, according to Angelica (2019) the internet can take up a lot of our time and we can spend most of the day on it, sometimes we do not realize how long we have been surfing the internet for. Learning about the digital world that we live in today is not easy. We need to learn and understand where the information comes from and how to use the web effectively so we can get the best out of using it, because it is a fantastic tool and it gives us what we need as students. It is not easy because there is so much information out there we need to Siff through to know what is true and what is false information. Holland and Webb (2019, p. 36).
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