Create a community profile for your PTE 1. Using relevant

literature, suggest ways in which the school makes its

location and community to support pupil learning. (2,057)

Throughout this essay, the writer will discuss features of a primary school located in the
south of Wales. In acceptance of the BERA (2024) ethical guidelines for educational
research, to protect privacy and in conscience of confidentiality, the writer will refer to
the school as School X. Within this essay, the writer will aim to discuss the significance
of location, size and ethos that the school has considered to create an effective learning
environment for the students. Statistics, such as free school meal percentages and
children with English as an additional language (EAL) will also be discussed. Gal and
Garfield (1997, quoted in Garfield and Chance 2000, p.100) argue that educational
statistics can benefit not only the school and its educators, but the children if they have
an awareness of the reasoning. Alongside the use of key documents such as ESTYN
reports and school development plans, the writer will then propose recommendationsin
which School X can create further engagement with the local community. The Curriculum
for Wales is a key theme, the writer will interpret how School X has developed their
curriculum for teaching. All recommendations will strive to be specific for School X,

considering the features discussed prior.

Community Profile;

The Welsh Government (2022) demonstrated that a community-focused school
prioritizes collaboration with parents to develop strong, meaningful connections that
create an inclusive environment celebrating diversity and individuality. It stresses the
significance of home education and fosters seamless integration between school and its
community. School X is a largely urban school situated in South Wales, yet has
surrounding rural aspects. Despite ongoing debates, Reeves and Bylund (2005)
concluded that urban school pupils were seen to achieve substantially better outcomes
in comparison to their rural equivalents. Contrary to this, Chen and Fan (1998) discussed

findings from the Nation Education Longitudinal Study (1998) which ascertained that



rural counterparts reached the same, if not exceeded the city-based students. A more
recent study by Marta, Oktarifaldi, and Wisma (2023) suggested that urban peers had
improved motor skills in relation to children in rural schools. A disputing view from
Truscott and Truscott (2005) debates that the judgement should not focus on urban or
rural factors but instead argue effective evaluation of the school area is to consider high
need versus resource rich schools. Looking at the evidence, speculation could argue that
school X should be achieving impressive results, however, these do not account for
children with additional learning needs and English as a second language. This will be
explored later in the writing. The ESTYN report (2024) of School X also highlighted that
outdoor learning experiences were heavily facilitated in the school vicinity supporting the

high outcomes of learners.

The Welsh Government (2024) state that School X currently holds 612 pupils. It is a
medium-sized school with an average class size of 28 pupils. Chingos (2012) suggests
that class size and achievement do not have any correlation despite the lack of studies.
Yet, Gottfredson and DiPietro (2011, quoted in Gershenson and Langbein, 2016, p.1)
relayed that attendance can be an issue faced for larger primary schools. The Welsh
Government (2023) states that School X’s attendance sits at 93.4%, yet within the
school’s attendance policy, the aim is 95%. The lower attendance percentage could be
explained by the high number of pupils enrolled at the school. In terms of prior school
attendance, school X’s website shares that it has a flying start facility where they aim to
prepare children and provide early development, encouraging kindness and social skills
(School X 2024). This could suggest that children starting in the primary school are

somewhat familiar with the surroundings and staff before starting full-time education.

School X has a free school meal percentage of 11.4. The Welsh Government (2022)
implemented this scheme to tackle poverty. It promotes nutrition and champions diverse
eating. Palmer, Brookes and Hedger (2021) discussed that in 2020 approximately 20% of
Welsh population were entitled to free school meals, this proposes that School Xis below
average, thus alluding that school X is rather protected in terms of economy. In 2021-22
School X highlighted their development areas, looking to foster the well-being within the
school both physically and mentally, secondly, tackling the curriculum and teaching.

School X’s curriculum (2022) focuses on the four purposes, which Curriculum for Wales



(2024) detailed to assist the design of school’s learning related to the Welsh Government

guidelines.

Community engagement;

When discussing recommendations for School X to further strengthen its engagement
with the wider community, it is crucial to celebrate that there are many forms of this

already evident within the school.

School X facilitates parent workshops whereby parents are given insight into how their
children are being taught and the content included in this to strengthen the standard of
home learning. One recommendation could be to assess the quality of home learning in
the school. The Education Endowment Foundation (2024) state home learning for more
disadvantaged children sees a drop in attainment, and home learning that is accessible
for all will aid in effective education outside of school. Parcel and Minaghan (1990,
quoted in Melhuish et al. 2008 p.96) propose that mothers with academic, mentally
engaging occupations are more likely to provide resources that allow growth
educationally within the home. To assist this challenge, Fatuzzo et al. (2004, quoted in
McCormick et al. 2020 p.4) illustrate that academic themes taught in school such as
writing, number and outdoor activities, should be shared with parents to support the
students home learning. Healy (1998, quoted in Buriss and Buriss 2011, pg. 3) advises
activities that foster movement in the outdoors-jumps and kicks that allow blood flow to
the child’s brain. Arguably, for School X, teachers can encourage their students as a
beginning pathway that is accessible for all. The NHS (2022) highlights activities such as
obstacle courses, dancing and game playing are all accessible learning experiences that
can happen eitherindoor or outdoor. The NHS (2022) recommend that an hour of exercise
is helpful for children daily with thirty minutes of this movement being outside of the
school facility. Once again, School X could model what these activities can look like,
suggesting interactions with their parents and possible siblings. The benefits of this for
the children and the community are humerous. Oxley (2013, quoted in Tanase 2022
pg.426) discusses how home learning provides an increase of children's interpersonal
skills. This can be seen to benefit the community in strengthening socialinteractions and

relationship building.



Another recommendation is to look at communication and feedback. School X use the
application Class Dojo as their online interaction pathway. Bordaba and Bochaca (2019)
state that online transmission between parents and teachers is everincreasing. Obstand
Stafunk (2010, quoted in Strange et al. p.1) share online communication enables those
with less accessibility or resources to enhance their connection with school environment.
This idea linking with the quality and accessibility of home learning for School X. That said,
Strange (2018) conducted research that saw older and male parents feeling online
communication was less beneficial than face-to-face interaction. Therefore, school X
could ask for feedback from all parents with their attitudes about school and home
communication to ensure that the consensus is positive. School X is a flying start school.
Welsh Government (2024) debates that this system aids independence, competency in
language and exposure to early education. A recommendation for School X is to hold
transition days for those who do not attend the flying start facility. Counter to this,
Bromson (2000) argues preschool does not grant school willingness. Using a transition
method could diminish this problem. Symonds (2015) alludes that parents can mitigate
transition by gifting the necessary attributes. O’Kane (2016) portrays integrated effort
from both sides allows smoother transition and an overall benefit for the child. Rous et al.
(2010) differs in stating that teachers are responsible, as their methods determine
attitudes and attainment. Thus, where School X’s revisited communication may serve to
build enhanced relationships between communities, parents and teachers before the

school year begins.

The second area that could be further improved turns to diversity in School X. Despite
being awarded School of Sanctuary status (2014) whereby a team of individual with
firsthand experiences educate schools on how to create an inclusive environment, Poner
(2019) indicated the lack of representation faced by ethnic minorities. Sardin et al. (2023)
argue that youth face challenges in representation due to judgement, if negative they are
seen as a threat or liability which diminishes their want to be seen. Bold (2019) alluded
that despite a positive shift in children literature sales, producers were not reflecting the
diverse UK. To support diversity, School X could take measures ensuring representation
is affluent in all aspects of school life, thus creating a togetherness alongside belonging.

Creany et al. (1993) agree representation in literature benefits children and creates pride



accommodating self-esteem. Maslow (1954, quoted in Huitt 2015, pg.7) developed the
Hierarchy of Needs, demonstrating that people have deficiency needs and growth needs.
Yet, without fulfilling the deficiency needs, growth cannot occur. One of these needs refer
to belonging and inclusion. Baumeister and Leary (1995, quoted in Tabbasum 2022,
pg.11) convey that this concept stemmed from the belonging theory whereby humans
strive for connections that relate to feelings. In support, Bronfenbrenner (1979)
ecological system purports how a child’s immediate environments have a great effect on
their development. Bronfenbrenner’s theory would see culture as one of the closest
influences, therefore, School X engaging with the children’s culture and ensuring
depiction could ensure the feelings of isolation that many may face is avoided.
Wainwright (2021) saw isolation as a theme for black, Asian and ethnic minorities in the
UK, causing disconnection from society through racism and discrimination. To avoid this,
School X could ensure that teachers have full awareness of this. Hawley and Wolf (2011)
convey that teacher development should relate heavily with topics of diversity, increasing
empathy and consciousness. DARPL (2024) are a project that works alongside the
education system in Wales to share real life experiences and develop alertness. Counter
to this, Bhopal and Rhame (2014, quoted in Brownsword 2019) dispute that many white
educators hold negative connotations towards black, Asian and ethnic minorities, due to

ignorance of cultural knowledge.



In conclusion, the writer suggests that School X has many techniques that promote
engagement with the wider community; facilities such as Flying Start, awards for their
acceptance of diversity, parent communication and many others. Yet to further
strengthen these assets, it is important to ensure that those who are not accessing the
pre-school environment are catered for, and that communication methods between the
school and parents are accessible for all. Additionally, representation is seen throughout
all resources and all children are encouraged to share their cultures, achievements and

skills.
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