Briefing Note on SDG Volunteering Opportunity

Background

The Civic Engagement Scheme is a pilot scheme in partnership with the University of South Wales which will provide students with the opportunity to gain valuable experience as well as practical and transferable skills for their future career in areas such as the third-sector, conservation and the environment, care and social work, the Arts and cultural sector, among many others. The scheme will give students a hands-on role while working with local charities, community groups and organisations.

You will be able to support local community members and make a difference to people's lives as well as broadening career opportunities and provide an insight into the civic sector by acquiring valuable networking contacts with professionals and future employers. 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for students to volunteer their time to contribute towards a project called Sustainable Development Goals for Universities (SDGS4U) through the Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA)
Essentially WCIA have worked with 4 countries across Europe to develop online modules aimed at university students across all disciplines. The Civic Engagement Scheme (CES) is supporting this project by recruiting volunteers. The volunteers are asked to complete the modules and feedback on the project. 
This volunteering opportunity is facilitated by UWTSD Civic Engagement Scheme a volunteering pilot project through the INSPIRE department. 

Time commitment
An online introduction session in Mid-November 2021 will be run to answer questions and explain the project, then ask you to enrol and test the online course. The average time will take between 2-6 hours depending on how much feedback a student decides to give, but students can dip in and out at their own pace.
 
Students will then be asked to give some written feedback and attend a final focus group to discuss what they thought of the course and how it can be improved. WCIA will take students feedback (and feedback from students in the other partner countries) and improve the course ready to be rolled out across Europe next year.
 
It is asked that all the feedback by mid-December 2021 and will run the focus group before the Christmas holidays.
 
Benefits of taking part
·       WCIA will enrol everyone who helps CES as WCIA volunteers – you’ll be able to put this on your CV or application forms, and be able to approach the WCIA for a reference
·       Students will get a digital open badge for completing the course and certificates are also available upon request – handy for email signatures and a link for potential employers to see what the project is all about. 
·       Students will have a chance to shape something that will be used by students across Europe
·       The skills, knowledge and values covered on the course are widely transferable to a wide range of jobs
 
Course description
Every person and every organisation can contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and creating a better world, but there are a few underpinning concepts it’s important to understand first – these two interactive and engaging courses will help.
 
In part 1, we look at these concepts:
·       What is the global economy and how does it relate to the SDGs?
·       Who plays a role in that economy? How do they help or hinder progress?
·       And what’s your role in all this?

In part 2, we focus on you:
·       What skills and competencies do you need to navigate in the complex world of SDGs?
·       How can you develop these skills further? And how might these help you in your career?
·       How can you be an SDG Ambassador? We use examples from SDG12 Responsible Production and Consumption
·       Finally, we give you a chance to explore your own SDG project so you can put the ideas and skills you’ve developed on the course into practice.

What next?
If you are interested in taking part:

Contact Laura Yates to discuss enrolment through the CES scheme. (laura.yates@uwtsd.ac.uk)

Students are asked to keep the following date and time clear 15 November at 4pm for a Zoom induction to the project – recordings can be made available for any eventualities.


