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Introduction:
The NHS is the National Health service that was created in 1948 by the National Health Service act 1946 that provides free healthcare available to everyone disregarding external factors such as age, wealth and race etc. The NHS was ‘the first western county to offer free at the point of use medical care to the whole population’ Clement (2023) The NHS is publicly funded through taxes providing the nation with services such as GP visits, mental health care and others such as dentists and opticians that require additional payment.

One of the influences in the creation of the NHS’ creation was the Beveridge report 1942, that called for care ‘from cradle to grave’ that implied the care provided to individuals should be from the moment they’re born up until their deathbed. This sparked the idea to create a service that is available to everyone. As effect of all this the National Health Service act 1948 came about which established the NHS. The first minister of health was Aneurin Bevan MP and stated that there should be an ‘improvement in the physical and mental health of people and the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of illness’ UK Parliament (2025)
World War 2 was another big impact for the formation of the service because it was made aware that free health is easily provided to all civilians when the public was treated and cared for in the war free of charge. Many new hospitals were also already created due to the world war therefore it made sense to come up with the service as the facilities were readily available. Before the war, hospitals, institutions and private care were all separate operating organisations. However, when the NHS was created, they all joined forces as one to create our healthcare system today.

The NHS is a network made up of multiple bodies and connected systems that provide the free, high-quality healthcare to the public. These bodies include The Department of Health and Social care, NHS England, primary care providers like the GP and dentists, and regulatory bodies such as The Care Quality commission. All these bodies work together creating the NHS’s connected system for example the NHS England will look to see the funding that is provided and where the money is spent, where the Department of Health and social care provides this money and funding.
However, despite these interlinking bodies there are many issues that the NHS currently must face. ‘The NHS will continue to evolve based on the challenges it faces at any one time.’ NHS (2024) Some of these issues are; the increased demand from the ageing and growing population, longer waiting lists for treatments and staff shortages. Additionally, the NHS is significantly underfunded which add to the many problems they face. Many changes and decisions have been made to try and improve these issues and to try and create efficiency in the service but there are still many struggles which threaten to affect the long-term stability of the system.
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The ambulance service first began as a horse-
drawn service before technology advanced
formed by the St John ambulance Brigade in the
carly 1900s
The first powered ambulance came about in
1930 providing more efficiency providing
quicker patientcarerAs the NHS was
developed in 1948 more ambulance services
were created throughout the country.
Initiallythe ambulance serviceswere
introduced at a local level however the rising
need for them caused them to restructure in
1974 to regional services in order to regulate
ambulance care and services throughout the
country.
In the 1960s and 1970s, specialised
ambulance services were introduced such as
the air ambulance in 1960 and the neonatal
ambulance in 1970 which was specifically
designed to aid newborn babies in need of
medical attention.
In the 1990s re-training took place to create
the role of paramedics, modern and advanced
training took place for resuscitation as
paramedics were often first on the scene of an
incident.
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more incidents taking the total in the 12 months to

September 2024 to 8.8 million, from just under 8.2
million in September 2023." Association of Ambulance

Chief Executives(2024) _

One of the main issues the ambulance services face
is the increased volume of emergency 999 calls that

they receive and address, ‘Ambulance services

answered 754,495 calls to 999, or 24,339 per day'
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Another issue the ambulance services have

S to address are the handover timings to the hospitals.
& Many ambulances are having to wait hours in order
S to transfer the patients they bring into the hospitals
5 for further care. This issue has become significantly
£ worse over the recent years mostly due to hospitals

being over-capacity and staff over-worked.
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