Linebreaks — what you need to know

* There always exists a brief pause at the end of the line. This
pause is part of the motion of the poem just as hesitation is part
of the dance.

* Alinebreak adds emphasis to the words which come
immediately before and after it.

* The most important point in the line is the end of the line.

* The second most important point is the beginning of the line.

* Apart from the requirements of the metre, if you decide to
write in free verse, it is up to you to decide where within the
phrase itself to turn the line over.

* Aself-enclosed line may be an entire sentence or it may be a

phrase that is complete in terms of grammar and logic, though
only part of a sentence.

* Enjambment is the technique of running the sentence across
two or more lines for the following reasons:

1. to make the sentence feel fragmented;

2. to create a sense of formal continuity between the lines;

3. to speed the line up: curiosity about the missing part of
the phrase impels the reader to hurry on (and the reader
will hurry twice as fast over a pause because it is there.
We leap with more energy over a ditch than over no
ditch).




