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Introduction to Choreography
Lecturer: Zosia Jo Dowmunt 
BA Dance Level 4 2020 - 2021 

AIMS 
To provide students with the tools to widen their choreographic vocabulary and explore improvisation as a means of creating new movement material
To provide students with a working understanding of the elements which make up dance performance as well as key skills of appreciation and analysis to inform their work
To provide students with a tool box of varied methodologies and approaches to working from stimuli and a working understanding of motif development and how these support choreographic practice
To guide students through a process of making their own choreographic solo work 

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· Identify and apply a selection of choreographic devices and methods needed to support creative practice. 
· Explore and utilise a variety of choreographic devices. 
· Demonstrate a basic ability to make appropriate creative choices in the development of their work. 
· Apply appropriate processes in the creation of choreographic work. 


MODULE ASSESSMENTS

Component 1: Solo Choreography Study 5- 10 minutes (75%)
Each student will create and perform a short solo choreography which demonstrates that they are: 
building a repertoire of interpretive skills 
realising performative possibilities of movement 
developing techniques informed by or derived from the areas of study 
making their own creative decisions 

Component 2: Written essay max 1500 words (25%)
Throughout the process each student will regularly write in their process workbook and reflect on the unfolding creation. There will be set reading tasks and suggested further reading. In the essay, students will:
 summarise their literature research 
place their work in context with other makers
elaborate on their creative process 
evaluate their creative decision making 
Overall mark = 100%
Please note the overall mark is an average of the two components listed above. 
ASSESSMENT DEADLINES Practical Assessment Deadline: 17th March 2021
Written Assessment Deadline: 19th March 2021 
Please refer to the Programme of Study Handbook for submission policies and procedures. Failure to submit will result in formal action. 
Each will be tailored to the needs of the group, practical technique sessions will continue alongside tailored workshops, creative sessions, research sessions, discussions, rehearsals etc. Regular supervision will be offered. 
READING LIST
(Please note whilst teaching continues online materials from the essential reading shall be provided electronically by the tutor, further reading should be undertaken if possible)
Essential 
Blom, L.A. & Chaplin L.T. The Intimate Act of Choreography, 1989, Dance Books
Akinleye, A. (Editor) Narratives in Black British Dance, 2018, Palgrave Macmillon 
Burrows, J. A Choreographers Handbook, 2010, Routledge 

Preston-Dunlop, V. Looking At Dances, 1998, Verve Publishing 

Further

Carter, A. & O’Shea, J. The Routledge Dance Studies Reader Routledge 2010.

Climenhaga, R. The Pina Bausch Sourcebook: The Making of Tanztheater .Routledge, 2013.  
Spier, S. William Forsythe and the Practice of Choreography: It Starts From Any Point , Routledge, 2011. 
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