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  Thank you Jordan. Hello my name is Lauren Hobbs and I will be taking the lead in relation to the provision for children with additional learning needs. As a setting, we already have provisions in place to support children with ALN. We do this through fully including all children in our daily routines. We currently use visual time tables, we adapt our resources where needed and break down the activities to ensure we accommodate for all our children’s needs. We also work closely with multi-agencies such as speech and language therapists and health visitors to ensure we are following any advice and strategies recommended by these professionals (Munson, 2023). However, I believe as our next step we should focus on developing our knowledge and deepening our understanding of the individual needs of the children we support day to day. 
   Estyn (2022,a) theme 4 states that practitioners need to design opportunities and experiences that ensure all children’s needs are met. They also state the importance of us as a setting having up to date knowledge and understanding of children’s learning and development and how a child with ALN may develop differently. With this in  mind, I feel that additional training would be extremely beneficial for us as a team. Caerphilly Early Years (2024) run an ALN training programme that consists of seven modules that are developed to strengthen the expertise of work forces such as ours. These modules dive into the Additional needs and education tribunal Wales act and the ALN code of practice.
  There is also clear legal framework that guides our practice. According to ESTYN (2022,a)  all non-maintained early years settings that receive funding must adhere to the ALN code. ‌Welsh Government (2021) states that the additional learning needs code for Wales is a legislative guidance for local authorities. Within part 2 of the ALN and education tribunal for Wales act 2018, non-maintained setting are obliged to adhere to the ALN code. It is also stated that this code ensures that children that present with additional learning needs can be recognised and supported from an early stage to enhance their learning and development. The Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales sets out expectations for how we support children, and as a funded, non-maintained setting, we are required to follow this. The aim is to ensure that children with ALN are identified as early as possible and receive the right support to enhance their learning and development.
  However, we also know that children with ALN can face barriers when accessing support. Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2024) states that children with ALN face barriers gaining access to support in a variety of areas. There is a lack of inclusive provisions and specialists available to families. The lack of funding when it comes to families accessing child care for ALN children can also be an issue. Some children come to our setting with nothing in place for support we tackle this through multi- agency work to ensure we are able to meet the needs of each child. Staff training is also another of the barriers and the lack of team work. There is also insufficient Welsh speaking placements for ALN children. This all results in children missing out on the important opportunities in early childhood (ITV news, 2024). Jordan, maybe we could work together on this aspect to ensure Welsh is accessible for all children. By engaging in further training and professional development, we can gain a better understanding of these challenges and reflect on how accessible and inclusive our setting truly is.
  Our work is also underpinned by the United Convention on the rights of the child (cited in children’s commissioner for Wales, 2024). This is evident in article 23 where it states that all children  have a right to special care and support, this includes children with ALN so they are able to live a full and independent life. Article 28 and 29 reinforce every child’s right to an education and the importance of tailoring their education to meet their individual needs, this will help them reach their full potential.
  ESTYN (2022,b)  suggests that support is available to help us meet the expectations of the ALN code. They state that local authorities are required to provide guidance, and each authority now has an Early years additional learning needs lead officer. To ensure we comply with the ALN act. Their role includes providing support to settings like ours with planning, provision and staff training to enable us to support children.
    Finally, Care inspectorate Wales (2026,a) states that when inspectors visit, they are looking at four key areas. These are well-being, children’s development and care, the environment and finally leadership and management. We are also require to complete SASS assessments as part of our legal responsibilities. (Care Inspectorate Wales,2026,b).  By continuing to develop our knowledge through ongoing professional development, we can ensure we are meeting these critical requirements with confidence while maintaining the highest standards across our setting.
    In conclusion, while we already have a strong foundation in place, I believe that investing more into our knowledge through continuous professional development, this will allow us to give better support for all children, particularly those with additional learning needs and ensure we are providing the highest quality care and education possible.
Thank you.
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