
Last year, some teachers told their sophomores that if they passed all four 

sections of the Washington Assessment of Student Learning, the statewide 

standardized test, they would get a free lunch at Dick’s, the burger place 15 

minutes’ walk up the hill from Nathan Hale.  

So many students passed that the walk has become a parade: Six police 

escorts, a row of traffic cones blocking two lanes of traffic, the marching band 

leading the way. The juniors hold balloons that say, “I passed the WASL and 

I’m going to Dick’s!” The next morning, the Seattle Times ran a story “Kudos 

Come in Burger Form.” This is an interesting way to motivate students to work 

harder. By using a “carrot on a stick" so to speak. 

 

https://psmag.com/education/stop-griping-about-standardized-tests-35672
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=20001102&slug=4050883
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=20001102&slug=4050883

