What is Childhood?

“A person's childhood is the period of their life when they are a child”. (Collins, 2019). This definition was taken from the Collins English dictionary but who’s to say when this period ends? Historically many would say it ends when you become a teenager where as for the purposes of rights and the law it is up until you turn an adult at 18. As Larkin (2013) says; “childhood can refer to a varying range of years”, I just do not think we can put a definitive age on ones childhood.

According to Unicef childhood is the ideal opportunity for youngsters to be in school and influencing everything, to become solid and certain with the affection and consolation of their family and an all-inclusive network of minding grown-ups. It is a valuable time in which children should live free from dread, safe from brutality and shielded from maltreatment and abuse. (Unicef, 2005). 

I do agree with unicef regarding childhood being a time where they should not have to live with violence or fear and they should be protected from any kind of maltreatment but at the same time isn’t this the kind of lives we are all trying to achieve? Nobody should have to live with fear, violence or maltreatment but at the same time I do appreciate that being an adult you are more able to do something about it where as a child is not. Unicef states childhood is a time to “be in school and at play” but who says all children have to go school? You are still entitled to a childhood just because you don’t go to school. 
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