Past Peoples, Present Societies: Research Methods and Skills (HPHI7016) 
 1. Assessment One: Archival Exercise 
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (c1224 - 1282) 
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd is important not just historically as the last ruler of an independent Wales but for his continued part of the Welsh identity to present times. Due to his social position and the events of his life there are a wide variety of sources, both in type and viewpoint. This can make finding a true representation of events challenging but also provides an opportunity to investigate how different individuals and groups have sought to justify their opinions and actions. It is important to consider as many different types of sources of information as possible.     
Llywelyn was the second son of Gruffudd ap Llywelyn ab Iorwerth and Senana ferch Caradog. He had one elder brother Owain and two younger, Dafydd and Rhodri.
[bookmark: _Int_nuf4u2DH]His father was held prisoner in the Tower of London by Henry III of England. On the 1st March 1244, in an attempt to escape from a window, he made an improvised rope which broke causing him to fall to his death.  A fuller description can be found in the St Albans Chronicles. This work also contains many references to battles and attempts at peace between the Welsh and the English and would be a good starting point for obtaining likely dates of these events for further research.
 In 1226 the Ystrad Marchell charter GT68 shows a grant of lands to St Mary and the monks of Stratmarchell “for his soul, in pure and perpetual alms” from Llywelyn. This shows how important good relations with the church were, both politically and socially. Both sides of the original documents can be seen in the online archives of The National Library of Wales. The library also lists amongst its records transcripts of correspondence in Latin with English translations including one from Llewelyn to Edward I of England.  
1247 Llywelyn and his brother Owain signed the Treaty of Woodstock with King Henry III. Viewing this document would benefit further research.
Henry III was involved in fighting with English barons for many years at this time. One of the main challenges to his power was by Baron Simon de Montfort. The Battle of Lewes in 1264 being a major victory for Simon. The Treaty of Pipton of June 1265 between Simon and Llywelyn recognised Llywelyn as Prince of Wales and to be owed allegiance from the Welsh nobility. Simon only survived until August of that year, being killed at the Battle of Evesham. Henry III reconfirmed Llywelyn’s status with the Treaty of Montgomery on 29 September 1267. 
1272 Edward I becomes king of England
Peniarth MS. 20 relates the difficulties Llywelyn faced in obtaining final official acceptance of his marriage to Eleanor De Montfort, daughter of Simon De Montfort, by Edward I. The marriage had been planned since she was five years old and the couple claimed to have been married by proxy before the De Montfort family 10 year exile to France. Pope John XXI becoming involved in confirming the validity of this. She spent three years under house arrest at Windsor Castle after the ship taking her from France to Wales was captured. The Waverly Annals include reference to Llywelyn having sent messengers to Edward I, asking for peace and the release of Eleanor. Eleanor and Llywelyn finally have a marriage ceremony at Worcester Cathedral in 1278. 
 The Hendregadredd manuscript, thought to have been copied at the Cistercian abbey of Strata Florida, includes elegies by Welsh court poet Bleddyn Fardd (fl. c. 1258 – 1284) regarding the death of Llywelyn. He has appeared in many poems, songs and works of art in a wide range of media up to the present day. Looking at this aspect could prove to be a valuable direction for further research.
Llywelyn showed determination to improve his chances against the English and his other enemies, making improvements to castles at Criccieth, Ewloe and Dolwyddelan built by his grandfather and starting work on a new castle at Dolforwyn in 1273. Details of archaeological investigations at these locations and at various battle sites could prove useful.
 The continuing relevance of Llywelyn to modern times can be seen in activities such as the erection of monuments at his supposed place of death, although 0there is dispute over the exact location. The first was a stone obelisk in 1902, then in 1956 a block of granite from Trefor Quarry.
His place in 21st century popular consciousness can be seen to extend to such items as war gaming figures like those produced by Foot Sore Miniatures.
The Red Book of Hergest is another manuscript that would be useful to consult for further research.
Investigating the changes in relationship between Llywelyn and his brothers would be valuable.
It is important to remember that anything produced to communicate with another person will have a target audience. Even if that is an audience of one. The creator of the work will have their own opinions and motivations. They will also have a limit to what information they had access to, even if they were a direct witness to what they describe. Everything has editorial input based on what viewpoint the creator wishes to promote and what they hope to get from promoting it. Even with primary sources, it is best to consult as many as possible from with as many different types of background as possible.
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Item Ystrad Marchell charter GT68. - Confirmation by Gruffudd ap Llywelyn of previous charters with link to view both sides of the document
 https://archives.library.wales/index.php/confirmation-by-gruffudd-ap-llywelyn-of-previous-charters
Copies of a Latin letter from Llewelyn, Prince of Wales (c. 1225-1282) to Edward the First (1239-1307) written from Nefyn
Transcripts of records - National Library of Wales Archives and Manuscripts
Hendregadredd manuscript
https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/hendregadredd-manuscript
Chronicle of the Princes, Peniarth MS. 20, including Y Bibl Ynghymraec, Brut y Tywysogion, Myrddin a Gwenddydd and Gramadeg Barddal. Written at the Cistercian abbey of Valle Crucis in Powys Fadog in around 1330
https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/chronicle-of-the-princes
The Red Book of Hergest at the Digital Bodleian
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/9bf187bf-f862-4453-bc4f-851f6d3948af/surfaces/2e47f379-6857-4832-8805-ae5e19909ffe/
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https://awenydd.cymru/sheaves-of-awen/menu2/the-elegy-for-llywelyn-ap-gruffudd-died-1282/ 
https://nation.cymru/culture/yr-hen-iaith-part-twenty-two-the-end-of-the-world-as-we-knew-it/ 
https://medieval_literature.en-academic.com/267/Gruffudd_ab_yr_Ynad_Coch 
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Peoples Collection Wales Memorial to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Llywelyn the Last, Climeri https://www.peoplescollection.wales/collections/435082
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Welsh History Review
https://www.proquest.com/docview/1310496760/D655CA652AED4F0BPQ/3?accountid=130472&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals&imgSeq=1
 
Books
University of Wales Press Llywelyn ap Gruffudd Prince of Wales Author J. Beverley Smith 
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/j.ctt9qhdgb
 Medieval Welsh Genealogy: An Introduction and Textual Study Ben Guy 2020 Boydell & Brewer
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvxhrkc8 
 Annales Monastici by Luard, Henry Richards, 1825-1891 page 272 Terms of Peace Between Llywllyn and Edward I from 1277
 https://archive.org/details/annalesmonastici04luar/page/n91/mode/1up
 Oxford Academic 12 Llywelyn AP Gruffudd: The Years of Supremacy, 1255–76 https://academic.oup.com/book/26898/chapter-abstract/195973264?redirectedFrom=fulltext
A Baronial Family in Medieval England: The Clares, 1217-1314
https://muse.jhu.edu/book/69429
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Item of Interest: A mediaeval ‘whodunnit’ – the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd by Clare Brown https://monumentoffame.org/2018/01/29/item-of-interest-a-mediaeval-whodunnit-the-death-of-llywelyn-ap-gruffudd/ 
 The last stand of Llywelyn the Last, December 2012 by Joe Goodden
 BBC Blogs - Wales - The last stand of Llywelyn the Last
 The St. Alban’s Chronicles translated version
The Saint Alban’s Chronicles
 Treaty of Pipton
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100328583
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 https://biography.wales/article/s-LLYW-APG-1200
Castles of Wales 
https://www.castlewales.com/llywel2.html
 Abbey Cwmhir Heritage Trust
 https://abbeycwmhir.org/discussion/the-death-of-llywelyn-ap-gruffudd/
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https://footsoreminiatures.co.uk/products/llywelyn-ap-gruffudd-prince-of-wales
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