What are the long-term strategic goals of the One Belt, One Road initiative? 

In 2013, the then President if China Xi Jinping formulated the plan to introduce the One Belt One Road Initiative. The OBOR Initiative, according to OECD, (2018), is ‘a development strategy aimed to build connectivity and co-operation across six main economic corridors encompassing China and Mongolia and Russia, Eurasian countries, Central and West Asia, Pakistan, other countries of the Indian sub-continent and Indochina.’ The initiative is seen as one that will expand China’s economical as well as political goals across the globe, which by default will give the Chinese great world dominance. President Xi Jinping stated,
“China will actively promote international co-operation through the Belt and Road Initiative. In doing so, we hope to achieve policy, infrastructure, trade, financial, and people-to-people connectivity and thus build a new platform for international co-operation to create new drivers of shared development” OECD (2018)
Globally China was known for its cheap labour force in the 1990s mostly by being the big manufacturers of handbags and such merchandise while the EU was seen as the telecommunication greats. Fast forward to today and the Chinese are a force to be reckoned with in the field of Telecommunications. Some of the biggest names in cellular phone are in fact Chinese companies, for example the Huawei and Redmi phones.
China, according to the OECD (2018), has said that the main objective of the BRI was to stimulate sustainable growth for itself as well as growth for the region. They hope to upgrade their industry and get greener economic growth in China. The OECD in their report has stated that the WTO and themselves (OECD) are very sceptical about the way in which the BRI could negatively impact the trade and relations on a global level. They have noted that China and their Belt and Road Initiative have to be very cautious that they do not shift the ‘less environmentally-friendly” energy sources to the poorer countries tied into the Belt Road Initiative. This was all looked at in keeping with the 2030 sustainable development goals, which has at the core, making the world a safer, greener place for its citizens.
The original vision of Xi Jinping for the BRI according to (Chatzky and McBride, 2020) was to invest significant amounts of money into creating railways, energy pipelines and highways that would move their trade to the west by way of the former Soviet Republics and southwards through Pakistan and India mostly. It was also the intent of President Xi to develop trade route through the investment in ports along Southeast Asia down to East Africa, through Europe and the Indian Ocean. It is with these investments that he was hoping to expand the reach of the Chinese currency and by extension the economic viability of China as a world leader in the scope of economics.
(Chatzky and McBride, 2020) like others share the view that it was the decline in trade relations between China and the US that has been the main catalyst for the introduction of the Belt Road Initiative. Trade relations between the US and China has become increasingly difficult over the last two decades and as such China had not other choice but to seek out alternative routes for their trade because foreign export ids a major contributor to the Chinese economy. As a result of this it can easily be deciphered that the BRI was and quite possibly is a great move on the part of China. It affords them great economic reach and at some levels great political dominance.
According to the (European Bank for the Reconstruction and Development, 2013) there are five main priorities of the initiative that need to be considered. These five priorities are: policy coordination, infrastructure connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration and connecting people. 
(Ruta, 2018) in an analysis for the World Bank Group, three opportunities and three risks of the BRI were stated. (Ruta, 2018) stated that the size the BRI encompasses can be seen as a huge opportunity because the scope of it covers 2/3 of the world’s population and accounts for more than 1/3 of the global GDP and trade. (Ruta, 2018) further went on to state that the BRI, although not significantly impacting the poverty lines would, in the long run, impact the poorer countries more than those that are well off. The large unexploited potential of the economies involved in the BRI was another opportunity mentioned in the blog. It was noted that the economies are well integrated with the wider world and as such is very integral to the functioning and productivity of the BRI. The last opportunity mentioned was the cutting of the time it took to transport good between Europe and Asia. Regularly it takes about 30 or more days to get things from China to the rest of Europe because they are transported by sea and that is a long a tedious process. With the introduction of the train transit system, it would be faster, albeit more expensive but cheaper, nonetheless. 
The risks that were brought up in the blog post by (Ruta, 2018) are the policy barriers that are in place in the BRI countries as compared with the G7 countries that make trade very difficult for most of these countries. The red tape to get policies approved and such is a huge deterrent for a lot of businesses and countries when they are attempting to foster trading relations with the BRI countries. The environmental impact of the infrastructure needed for the success of the BRI is also seen as a huge risk because there will be land degradation to build a lot of the trading routes and make them feasible and viable trading routes with the necessary infrastructure in place when the BRI does get off the ground fully. The final risk assessed by Ruta is a lot of the countries in the BRI do not have the necessary finance to really fully participate in the initiative as they would like which opens them up to huge debt. Many of these countries are borrowing money to facilitate the trading routes in hopes of reaping the long-term benefits but no one knows if it will really be of benefit them as it would to China. 
According to (Xing, 2018), the main objective of the One Belt One Road Initiative, now called the Belt and Road Initiative is to,
“…redirect the country’s domestic overcapacity and capital for regional infrastructure development in order to, on the one hand continue to keep Chinese industry and production robust, and, on the other hand, to maintain a low unemployment rate through retaining an acceptable GDP growth rate.”
Critics are also predicting that China will make all the profits from the BRI and the poorer countries that are used as vessels for the initiative will be raped of their natural and human resources and then left with them not really owning much of their own countries and trading rights. Some of these critics are also stating that with the rise of the economic powers of China, their military powers and dominance will also rise. They have already expanded their Marine Corps with the aim to deploy men to the Gwadar port and the Djibouti port. The deployment of the Marine Corps could be viewed as China securing their interests in those ports, but critics are quick to say that it is them showing that they are a military powerhouse. (Xing, 2018)
In his initial assessment and implementation of the BRI President Xi noted that China would be well on the way to achieving the 2030 sustainable development goals, which for them include nut is not limited to establishing relations among the people in the different countries involved, a greener environment globally with better carbon free technologies being used, there would be less conflict between the countries and more cohesion among them all as well as protection of the many rivers that would play a part in the transportation route so as to conserve water for the nations involved.
“There is no doubt that China’s intention is also to make participating nations interdependent with the Chinese economy, and thereby build economic and political influence for China.” (Jie and Wallace, 2021)
Jie and Wallace’s analysis of the strategic aim of China is not too far off from what other critics have all said. The Chinese are trying to become a huge world power and it is all in keeping with the rivalry they have with the USA in the world of trade. The US has dominated the world trade using the Malacca Strait for decades and China has seen a way in which they too could have some of the control and wealth that the US has had over the years. The “One Road” part of the initiative as proposed by President Xi, although it would be a longer route to getting their products into the other countries would not go through the Malacca Strait but would be a new trading route passing through Southeast Asia with its own bridges, ports and fuelling stations and such infrastructure needed to be a successful route.
As stated by (Jie and Wallace, 2021) the Belt Road Initiative bears some similarity to the Marshall Plan but differs significantly in that China is not looking to enter into business with any country that they do not share economic interests with, because China is all about economic gain for itself. The Marshall Plan on the other hand was the US investing US$15 billion into the resurgence of Western Europe after World War 11 but excluding the Soviet Bloc of nations.
Many critics, as stated by (Jie and Wallace, 2021) have labelled the BRI as “debt trap diplomacy” because they believe that China is using it as their strategy to manipulate the global economy in their favour. The critics have argued that China is holding governments at ransom by offering unsustainable loans to their countries by investing in infrastructural development that will seemingly benefit the nations. All this is being done so that if countries default on their loan payments, they have no choice but to handover the said infrastructure to China. This was the case with the Hambantota Pork Development in Sri Lanka; when the Sri Lankan government was unable to make good on their loan payments to the Chinese funded project in 2017 the port was ‘leased’ to China for 99 years.
The Belt Road Initiative is seen by many as a continuation or spill off of the Silk Road Initiative that was introduced during the Han Dynasty. The Silk Road was instrumental in laying the trade routes between Central Asian countries; namely the ‘tan’ countries. (Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan) (Chatzky and McBride, 2020) 
One major setback of the Belt Road Initiative as stated by (Chatzky and McBride, 2020) is the fact that they are using low-interest loans as opposed to aid grants for the financing of the projects being done in the countries that are a part of the Initiative. the investing process is opaque, and the countries have to go through Chinese firms, this has allowed the Chinese contractors to change prices in the midst of negotiations and even after having agreed on one price they are inflating prices which has left a lot of countries with no choice but to forfeit the projects. China has set up the Belt and Road Initiative in such a way that the countries wishing to be a part of it have to go through some arm of the Chinese government. The BRI is essentially a government run initiative with different arms of the government controlling different aspects of the process.
In my analysis of the BRI, it can be likened to the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. I say this because if we were to look at the way the more economically viable countries used the trade routes through the poorer countries and the poorer countries have not significantly benefited from the passage. It can be said that the Belt Road Initiative will also rape the poorer countries that it would be using on the route. In theory it all looks great now, but what will happen in a few years when these countries cannot sustain the portion of the BRI that passes through their country. They are forever indebted to the Chinese government and the Chinese government will then have the opportunity to take control of most if not all of the infrastructure that was implemented for the BRI. China is really in a competition with the Western world, namely the US and is only concerned that the US recognises that they are a trading giant to be recognised. With the Belt and Road Initiative China is letting the US know that they could control the trade in Southeast Asia as well and Central Asia and that the US is not needed in this part of the world.
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