Ryan Matkin

Studio Composition 3 write up
Title: Morning 
Duration: 5:40
Genre: Minimalism/ Phase music 
For this piece of music I took heavy inspiration from American composer Steve Reich and his minimalist/phase pieces such as ‘Piano phase’ and ‘Clapping music’. Whilst both of these pieces take a huge amount of skill to perform live with the complex rhythms created by phasing, I feel that as both of these pieces require a long attention span, the listener could easily get bored by what they are hearing. So for this phase piece I created, I wrote it in mind of keeping the listeners interest. I decided to write this piece for an octophonic setup to create a depth of great space and to allow the listen to freely move around, changing their perspective and helping them keep interest in the piece by keeping them active and involved. The piece also takes on other traits of minimalistic music in the way that it slowly evolves over time, adding layers but in this case slowly adding more speakers into the mix. 
Title: Rooftop Ball 
Duration: 1:00
Genre: Soundtrack/ Backing music
This piece of music was created for an animation student who needed a song produced for their animatic and animation (to come at a later date). The piece of music we both agreed on had to be rather minimalistic and not too complex, so that it didn’t clash and overpower the voice acting. As I had only a week to write the track we agreed to meet up and I produced the track in front of them, in order to get everything ready in time and cutting out the need of having to send material back and forth as much as we would have had to if we didn’t meet up and I didn’t get real-time feedback. I originally wrote a piece of music that had much more going on with many layers but when I got hold of the voice acting files and synched them up, the piece felt much too overpowering so we both agreed that I should strip back the layers of what I wrote making less equal more.    
Title: TheNightISleptOnYourCouch 
Duration: 4:10
Genre: Lo-fi
This piece of music is heavily inspired by Lo-fi electronic music, such as artist Pryda and their piece ‘Shadows (Øfdream Vision)’. The first half of the piece doesn’t originally start of Lo-fi but instead gradually builds to it using surprise to change the whole sound of the piece by making it low fidelity and then continuing to revert back to the original sound. I chose to do this as I felt the low fidelity fitted perfect with the first half of the song and the change didn’t feel out of place. When writing this piece I wanted to create something that was moody, I feel that this was achieved well via the use of the slow drones and also with the lack of the piece sounding over produced and polished, which also complements the low fidelity aesthetic.   

Title: 4AM 
Duration: 4:17
Genre: Chilled electronic/Ambient
I wrote this piece of music using a visual reference of inspiration (Madea 2016). I tried to create an audio affect that I felt was fitting for the scene. As I perceive the image to be rather melancholy and dark, that’s the sound I went for when writing this piece of music. By starting the song out slow I feel the mood is instantly set then as the tempo increases the mood gradually starts to shift to one of more energy. I chose to do this because even though the central character seems to be depressed the sight of the glow of what I’m assuming is the television in the forefront, shows signs that life keeps moving and even though we’re with the character the character is not with us, meaning we can only see the scene that is presented to us but there is no way of knowing what the character could be possibly seeing within this moment.     
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