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Critically evaluate the causes, impacts and responses to the UK anti-immigration riots in 2024, focusing on the attacks against asylum seekers
[bookmark: _Int_B55p4qnU][bookmark: _Int_0fhggEhI]During the summer of 2024, the United Kingdom experienced a shocking wave of anti-immigration riots. These events began due to a false claim that an asylum seeker was responsible for a stabbing in Southport, England. Although this claim was quickly debunked and the real perpetrator was 17-year-old British citizen, the misinformation about this case spread quickly which further sparked large scale protests and individuals committing violence offences against a number of asylum seekers that were staying in hotels and shelters at that period of time (BBC News, 2024) . 
[bookmark: _Int_4ObryxFc][bookmark: _Int_BLTzu7HI]Due to these riots, the public across the United Kingdom realized that there was further issues between a number of the British public and individuals such as asylum seekers and immigrants. There were further investigates problems such as poverty, fear of people from different countries and political messages that were being given by the British government to the public. One of the biggest factors into the riots between the British public and asylum seekers was the media and how they influenced the British public to believe that there was a chance of potential civil wars between different groups of races and religions (Cooper, 2020).
In this essay, there will be explanations behind the riots, the impact that the riots had on the British public and asylum seekers moving forward and the government responses to the riots. There will also be considerations as to what prevention measures can be done in the future to prevent riots happening like this.
One of the biggest triggers for the riots in 2024 occurring was due to misinformation spread across media platforms about a stabbing in Southport that resulted in three young girls dying. The rumour was that the attacker was an asylum seeker, but the Southport police quickly confirmed that the perpetrator was a British teenager named Axel Rudakubana. Axel had no correlation to any asylum seeker groups but due to the social media influence, members of the public believed that it was an asylum seeker even after the police had confirmed otherwise (WalesOnlinne, 2024). 
Groups that are considered ‘Far-Right’ due to the nature of their opinions on immigration and asylum seekers, further pushed the story that the attacker was an asylum seeker and created slogans such as ‘Save Our Kids’ and ‘Stop the Boats’. Platforms such as Facebook, Snapchat and Tiktok were used to push these narratives and a lot of these images and videos went viral within a couple of hours. Although these platforms attempted to remove as many of these posts as possible, as they are deemed ‘Hate speech’, the amount of posts by thousands of people spread quickly and became out of control. A report was created by the Centre of Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) and the report showed that hate speech on social media platforms had in fact risen by around 45% in the weeks leading up to the riots which gives the impression that the riots were going to occur at some point and the attack in Southport made it an easy target for Anti-Immigration groups to infiltrate their own personal agendas into a crime which did not even involve an individual from a different background (CCDH, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_o7qpZhtx]A number of riots occurred in areas such as Hull and Sunderland as it is believed that these areas have been facing years of decline from an economic perspective which include factors such as job losses and local service funds being cut. Other factors include public transport, healthcare systems and youth services have also been considered to be underfunded in these areas which left members of the public in these areas feeling ignored and frustrated by the government (HopeNotHate, 2024). 
While these areas have been already struggling with various issues, the UK government placed asylum seekers in hotels local to the area due to there being a shortage of places that they can be placed. Some individuals in these areas seen this as an unfair move due to the fact they were already struggling financially and economically and now there is a larger number of people but with the same limited number of finances. This further led to tensions and eventual riots. Individuals within the anti-immigration community, used this tension as an excuse to further push their agenda where they held public meetings which spoke about immigrants ‘Stealing’ houses from people who have always lived within the area and further blaming them for issues including crime increases. After hearing about these meetings and protests in Sunderland and Hull, the Migration Observatory who are based at the University of Oxford created a study on these claims and found that there is in no way a clear link between immigration and housing problems/criminal activity. The Migration Observatory found that areas with more asylum seekers in across the United Kingdom have lower levels of crime than areas with less asylum seekers (The Migration Observatory, 2024). 
Another big factor for why individuals have such a strong opinion on asylum seekers is due to media outlets. For a number of years there have been negative headlines by outlets such as The Sun calling asylum seekers names such as ‘Invaders’ and ‘Benefit scroungers’ which further increase the publics opinion on individuals that are considered asylum seekers due to the negative wording used by the media and deems these groups of individuals as more of a threat rather than looking for a better life (BBC News, 2023). 
A study was created by the London School of Economics which explained that when media outlets and politicians use negative or hostile language about asylum seekers, hate crimes spike by around 35% across the United Kingdom and it can be said that the riots that occurred in 2024 are an example of this happening (LSE, 2024). 
It can be said that the most highly affected victims of the riots were the asylum seekers where in Rotherham, asylum seekers were staying in a local hotel while anti-immigration protesters threw petrol bombs at the hotel that they were staying in. Police officers in the area attempted to get involved but this resulted in multiple officers getting injured. In other areas, similar attacks took place but the largest attacks took place on window of shops, homes and other buildings, verbal abuse was a large aspect of the riots as well which further resulted in a number of individuals seeking refuge getting physically assaulted by protesters (Sky News, 2024). 
As per The Guardian, an article was written about these attacks and expressed that a number of asylum seekers were too scared to leave their rooms for days due to the nature of abuse that they have endured, some asylum seekers said in interviews that they considered going back to their home countries even though the risk to their lives in their home countries was far higher (The Guardian, 2024).
Charities such as the Refugee Council, expressed that due to the abuse that asylum seekers had experienced during the time of the riots, mental health issues increased by around 28% including issues with depression, anxiety and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (Refugee Council, 2024). 
The pressure on the blue light services including the police, ambulance and fire services was huge as approximately 1,300 individuals involved in the riots were arrested within a two week period with around 800 of them being charged as well as a large number of asylum seekers being moved to different areas to lower the level of violence that was occurring. This further created issues such as staff shortages which left people that needed any of these services that were not related to the riots having to wait extended periods of time. Ambulance services had massive struggles during this time as they were told that they can not attend to injured people without police assistance due to the nature of the situation and with police services being spread out to different areas, it made people who had been injured in the riots having to wait longer periods of time before receiving medical assistance (UK Parliament, 2024). 
Some of the long-term factors that have been spoken about by the UK Government due to these riots is the fact that society across the United Kingdom has become more divided which can take a number of years to build up a positive dynamic between people of different backgrounds again. In this time, it has been predicted by UK parliament that criminal activity such as hate crimes and discrimination will increase further. 
As a response to the 2024 riots, the UK government made the decision to increase police presence in areas that were directly affected by the riots as well as introducing tougher punishments for those that continue to create violent scenarios. The Home Secretary announced after the riots that any individuals that continue to commit violent crimes or riots will be arrested and charged while police services will use facial recognition technology to catch these individuals (Publications Parliament, 2024). 
Police services have also started working a lot closer with social media platforms as an attempt to prevent Far-Right groups from spreading messages and false information about asylum seekers. Although this mechanism will work for the majority of hate speech and inciting violence online, it will not prevent it completely due to the nature of some of these social media platforms such as X (Twitter) having a completely free speech policy which allows individuals to say anything they feel like with no consequences for their actions (TransformingSoceity, 2024). 
Community groups have begun working with people who may have originally been on the Far-Right aspect of the riots and are beginning to try and make them attend workshops and support groups for victims of hate crimes as an attempt to bridge the gap between some members of the British public and asylum seekers. 
The 2024 anti-immigration riots within the United Kingdom were an alarming and tragic event caused by a mixture of misinformation, financial struggles, fear and media influence. The largest victims of these riots were the asylum seekers who had already gone through horrible circumstances prior to entering the United Kingdom. It can be said that moving forward, the public within the United Kingdom must invest in education, community support and fairer media coverage for people with all different types of backgrounds. It can be said that more funding is necessary for areas that are struggling with aspects such as poverty which is a causing factor for fear and anger towards asylum seekers moving into an area with an already limited number of resources. Once these main factors are addressed, it is believed that people who might currently be Far-Right activists will have a more unbiased approach once they feel that they are being heard and understood by the UK government about things that they need too. 
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