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Since its creation and proliferation, the Internet has had a profound impact on almost all areas of modern life from economics to sociology and science. It seems logical that as the technology evolves and provides access to more and more information for use in education, and is becoming standard practice, that it should now be adapted by individuals themselves to suit their education needs and skills. Children who were born recently will have the benefit of a long computer-based education which will endow them with computer literacy skills that are going to be vital if they are to succeed in the future. I have seen in my own experience of education the increasing importance of literacy with information technologies. My younger brother for example who has just started secondary school and has been around the internet and computers his whole life is far more versed and efficient when using them than I am myself. He is benefiting from an education system that is placing far more emphasis on computer literacy, running classes devoted to I.T and providing web-based homework assignments are just two examples of this trend that were not present only a few years ago. In a future job market where I.T skills are very likely to be a valuable asset his early start with computer education, compared to older generations of learners, should facilitate an easier ability to understand and utilize the tools being used in modern education systems and the benefits of learning this way. 
This new system of learning , ‘learning 2.0’ , has been clearly demonstrated to me over the past few months through our internet based homework tasks but also in the focus of the entire course towards using the webs tools and software for many of its associated activities like research and organisation for example. Though it was not that long ago I was in education the change from print to digital learning is a marked one and having to learn the new skills required for this has been very useful. What Tuominen calls “information literacy” has already been incorporated into modern educational practices with registration, attendance and coordination of activities being largely performed online or through computer programmes. The most significant change to my own educational practices has been in the area of research. During my time in public education the use of computers for learning and research was very limited, we only had one hour per week devoted to information technology and its relevant skills plus the equipment used was old, unreliable and in such short supply that it was extremely difficult to gain an understanding of the subject and its positive merits. Most computer skills were learnt at home and were self-taught which gave an instant advantage to pupils from higher income backgrounds who could afford to have a personal computer at home. 
Whereas today access to the internet is almost ubiquitous and universal, during my time in secondary school it was virtually the opposite with the majority of students lacking basic internet access at home and very limited facilities and services in the wider community. This made textbooks, books and other forms of print-based knowledge the primary resources for research and analysis which require different skill sets to utilize effectively when compared with the education techniques of ‘learning 2.0’. New applications and programmes such as YouTube, Google and Facebook have revolutionized how we collect, store, analyse and disseminate information. They give users around the globe almost instantaneous access to vast amounts of information from online libraries, forums, media outlets and social networking sites to name but a few. New information is constantly being released and old knowledge updated to provide us with a user-friendly platform that is very versatile and malleable to what tasks are needed from it. It has got to the point where there is too much information to efficiently exploit without the aid of software to sort through the masses of data and mould it to our needs. Modern Aggregator programs are a good example of this helping users to refine their searches by linking related data and presenting it in an accessible way. Another example of systems that are changing the way we collect and interpret information are sites that record our search preferences and parameters and link or display related data from other sources of information.
 Facebook remembers which groups and pages you have ‘liked’ and will then display their latest ‘posts’, this is very useful for keeping track of the news and world events as the information is being constantly updated in real-time. YouTube will also act in a similar way by suggesting videos for you to view that are in some way related to what you have previously watched. Both of these sites are free to use and cost nothing, in terms of money, to set up an account with. They do have their price though, personal information, which is becoming increasingly valuable to companies who wish to predict spending patterns for example or cultural trends. Algorithms are being created which will, experts predict, know you better than you will know yourself based on the data gathered from your online activity (HomoDeus, 2017.Y,N,Harrari). Whether this will be a positive thing remains to be seen with the possibility of the information being misused being extremely high I think. 
My PLE environment has been enlarged over the course of my time at university because of the necessities of online research and word processing for example associated with the many tasks of my educational experience. Before the recent start of my higher education I was fairly regularly using certain websites and programmes for my own personal learning and hobbies which include studies of history, politics and science. I have found YoutTube.com extremely useful for its very wide range of content from the websites huge and growing user base. New and up to date material is constantly being uploaded from private individuals but, more useful and credible in my opinion, from highly rated and respected educational and information organisations such as the Royal institute or the LSE (London school of economics) or a host of other universities who regularly upload lectures for anyone to view and learn from. These particular institutions are useful for educational purposes because of their accreditation and the respect they hold within the academic communities which usually means the information, theories and idea’s are accurate and highly researched before publication or release with the peer review process being thoroughly utilized. Other channels on YouTube.com I have used for personal education have been DIY or do it yourself videos uploaded by private individuals. For example videos and tutorials on how to paint indoors have been very handy for me when renovating my house, demonstrating to me techniques and methods of doing certain activities that a book simply cannot convey. The same is true for the online lectures that possess an ability to express thoughts and idea’s in a way that printed tools cannot. Not everyone finds reading from a textbook, article or journal and trying to remember, then regurgitate the information, the best way for them to get an understanding of the knowledge they wish to learn. Illustrated digital media and demonstration video material can be a beneficial addition to any learners repertoire of tools for their education. The veracity of much of the information put forth by private individuals is inevitably going to be dubious though, and it is sometimes difficult to ascertain the truth of what is being shown or said.                                                                                                                                Face book is another valuable tool that has become increasingly important during my attendance at university. The need to stay ‘in the loop’ of news about the course is fairly important as changes in activities or tasks can be relayed through the groups of students that use the site. Questions relating to assignments or about the course in general can also be asked and answers are usually received very quickly, the more people that exploit this tool the more useful and efficient it will become from increased user interaction and knowledge sharing.                                                                                                                      
[bookmark: _GoBack]The tool or programme that I use most frequently for searching, reading and researching for homework tasks or assignments is Google and the multiple applications they have developed that are tremendously suitable for the education of students in a learning 2.0 framework. Google itself is a powerful search engine of a huge compendium of data and information collectively called the internet. Companies pay google to push their specific search result higher on the list of relevant searches thereby increasing the traffic of the site. 

Almost any piece of required information I have previously needed to research google have been able to oblige. Google.scholar has been particularly effective when searching for peer reviewed articles and journals, its interface making it easy to use and simple to refine your searches. This source of information is also easy to use when verifying the authenticity of your gathered. 
                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          The new tools of education 2.0 have a lot of positive aspects to them which are of definite help to the education process but they do have their downsides and limitations which need to be understood to effectively manage them. Some of the pro’s include enhanced abilities when gathering data and information for analysis and research. Using the new technologies speeds up your work times compared to using book and printed material from conventional libraries or purchasing books, articles or journals which are much slower to effectively use than almost instantaneous digital technologies. Using word processing applications on your computers also makes your educational work-time more efficient and is excellent practice for the future workplace which is likely to be increasingly computer based. The ability to communicate with other students and lecturers through the internet and its various email or social networking sites has aided my education experience as it has allowed for questions, answers and discussions to occur from home, on top of what happens during our time in lecture classrooms. 
The main problems I have found with the new web. 2.0 system of learning have been my own personal skill level when using the sites and techniques needed to effectively use it. Some of the new sites like Twitter or some of the RSS feeds seem complicated to use so I was not able to gain a sufficient understanding of their merits. Another problem with a lot of the user generated data and information is the problem with its authenticity and the modern phenomenon of fake news. Privately uploaded material or any other material with a specific agenda can be spread throughout the internet and presented as truth with no credible sourcing or research to back it up. This is becoming a major problem on an internet where free speech and freedom of expression are of paramount importance and I see no easy way to stop the spread of unauthenticated information because of this fact.         


