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Across the UK and in many EU countries, both Urban and rural regeneration is taking place, so, the Carmarthenshire County Council's (CCC) launched her own Strategic Regeneration Plan for Carmarthenshire 2015-2030 (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2015), and it is part of the Swansea Bay City Region Economic Regeneration Strategy 2013-2030 (Swansea.gov.uk, 2013). This research will focus on one of the six strategies which is the regeneration of the Rural Economy of Carmarthenshire. 
Since Gwendraeth valley was built by Thomas Kymer of Pembrokeshire between 1766 and 1768 to carry his coal from pits, the area has become a prominent and a notable town (The Carmarthenshire Antiquary, 2004) and the Carmarthenshire government views the Gwendraeth-Valley as growth zone. 
Gwendraeth Valley is surrounded by Carmarthenshire’s three main towns; Carmarthen, Llanelli and Ammanford this could leave the valley isolated and overlooked as people lean towards the surrounding urban towns. Furthermore, the Gwendraeth-Valley is a stronghold of the welsh language and the area boast of Menter Cwm Gwendraeth, a community-based Welsh language and community regeneration initiative and is one of the most Welsh speaking regions in all of Wales (Menter Cwm Gwendraeth, 2018), therefore, the underpinning question of the research is to enable a better understanding of the public perception and business leaders’ perception of economic regeneration of Gwendraeth-valley and the second question is to determine the function of Gwendraeth-valley to Carmarthenshire. Furthermore, this research work has the overall aims:
1. To determine perceptions enervation in relation to skills, capacity, resources and entrepreneurship opportunities.
2. To investigate the overarching factors / service infrastructure that are hindering employment and economic growth?
3. To explore the understanding of what the Gwendraeth-Valley community perceive to be an effective and a successful economic regeneration?
And for these reasons, some objectives have been proposed. 
· To identify whether there is entrepreneurship capacity, resources opportunities and support system in place.
· To recognise the economic bureaucracies facing self-employed, entrepreneurs and small businesses in the area.
· To establish the people’s perception of a successful economic regeneration and what type of regeneration (businesses, industry or work) they want in their area. 
· To evaluate the distinctiveness of the area and how the distinctiveness can add value to people and businesses in the area? 
· To understand what the community and visitors perceive to be the barriers (including infrastructure and service) to knowledge, employment, economy and would the people support its development?
· To determine the extent to which lack of skills, education and job training opportunities in the area impact on the people’s prosperity?

[image: ]It is further hoped that the research will be able to determine the relevance of the Gov.wales/statistics, (2018) statistics that concluded that 24 per cent of all people in Wales were living in income poverty (fig 1); that is a household median income of less than £296 per week (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2018). 
The expectation is that the dissertation research could enable the Carmarthenshire County Council to focus the delivery of economic regeneration and growth plans that is specific to the distinct characteristics of Gwendraeth-valley. It is equally important to understand factors made that this a deprived area? Thus, the answers to these questions would facilitate the preparation of a vitality report and growth plan from the community’s perspective. 
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A precise definition of regeneration has proved elusive as it cut across multiple disciplines. McGuinness, et al., (2015) elucidated the conundrum facing practitioners about the deﬁnition and scope of regeneration, because of the vague boundaries between regeneration and connected activities such as economic development and economic growth. Nonetheless, (Forest Research , 2008) defined Economic regeneration as 
[bookmark: _GoBack]the reinvigoration of local and regional economies, and associated improvements in economic competitiveness and prosperity. It is often linked with increased inward investment and the relocation of businesses and households in areas of decline. It aims to increase, among other things, business start-ups and growth, employment, earnings and skills development.

McGuinness, et al., (2015) further proposed that many practitioners often interchange regeneration and economic development. On the other hand, Jonathan Moseley, associate director corporate finance, KPMG Corporate Finance suggested that regeneration “means different things to different people”. Regeneration could be in relation to land, property and communal infrastructure that are designed to achieve social, economic and environmental benefits. But Blakely & Bradshaw, (2002) warned against underdeveloped programme because in some circumstances, the regeneration failed to achieve its intended purpose. Accordingly, an effective regeneration must consider available skills, capacity and resources. Jones & Evans, (2008) further argued that the goal of any regeneration is to generate employment preferably in the form of middle to high income while some regeneration efforts were criticised for attempting to transfuse struggling places with a middle-class population and for failing to address deep-rooted structural issues hence the regeneration bypasses many excluded-people and households, therefore, regeneration must be at a price local community can afford or benefit from. Gentrification such at Stratford area after the London Olympics that brought negligible gain to the community housing scheme should not be allowed to happen (Bernstock, 2016; McGuinness, et al., 2015; Pugalis & McGuinness, 2013). Similarly, Walzer, et al., (2013) critiqued the method of evaluating and measuring the economic regeneration projects? How do you measure jobs created and jobs retained especially when compared to the public fund invested, and measurement may be difficult especially when changes in overall economy and job markets are considered? 
For Melwani, (2018), Economic development is the process that is used by governments to improve the economic, political, and social well-being of its people.  Similarly, (Soba, 2005) suggested that it makes the community better and sustainable. The Department for Communities and Local Government, (2012) described the idea of Regeneration as growth facilitator, and that economic growth potentially tackles economic disadvantage, deprivation and dilapidation thus creating opportunities, regenerating and breathing economic life into the areas. Communities and Local Government, (2012) further proposed that Regeneration could only really succeed and be sustainable if the underlying conditions for growth are right, especially with a healthy private sector.  The Department for Communities and Local Government, (2009) recommended the tackling of economic challenges such as worklessness by boosting enterprise, provision of regeneration investment the and encouraging and supporting local people to become more entrepreneurial. Tyler, (2011) also alluded to the problems with regeneration but emphasised the importance of addressing the problems.
Courtney & Errington, (2000) argued that previous socio-economic restructuring has undermined the traditional functions of small rural towns. Nevertheless, Lynda Herbert-Cheshire, (2000) suggested that rural development must be based upon notions of bottom-up and that community-based initiatives empower the community rather than direct government structural imposition. 
Schumpeter & Backhaus, (2003) argued in the theory of Economic Development, that there must be a combination of Innovations and Entrepreneur to achieve success and it is vitally important for the creation and provision of funding or bank credit to achieve a sustainable process by which economic life adapts itself to the new economic conditions (regeneration). Equally, Melwani, (2018) proposed that entrepreneurship is essential to economic growth of an area for economic development purpose.  To have a successful economic growth and development, the private sector or the entrepreneurs play crucial role because the entrepreneurs offer a means to overcome the challenges through sustainable development (Hamdan, 2019). Acs, (2006) the then Chairman of Global Entrepreneurship Monitor project reemphasized that the entrepreneurs create new businesses, they are innovative and create jobs. Therefore, the research would attempt to review and determine the economic bureaucracies facing self-employed or home-based entrepreneur and the barriers facing entrepreneurs that could be producing few more wage-earning job opportunities. The research will distinguish between “necessity entrepreneurship” and the “opportunity entrepreneurship”. Yet again, Acs, (2006) contended that though entrepreneurship is commonly seen as a contributor to the well-being of an economy, but their research concluded that ‘necessity’ entrepreneurs has no economic effect on the economy while “opportunity” entrepreneurs have a positive and significant effect. 
But Sabella, et al., (2014) argued that there has been positive relationship between entrepreneurship and economic growth and that the more entrepreneurs the greater the economic growth. Again, to achieve economic growth, there could be the need to form entrepreneurial networks that might connect potential entrepreneurial innovators with sources of capital and angel investment. In line with the above submission, Hamdan, (2019) contended for creation of entrepreneurial know-how through mentoring and infusing entrepreneurship in education as it encourages the adoption of a culture that respects and encourages innovation thereby providing a viable path to achieving economic sustainability. Devika Wood of Vida agreed with above submission by suggesting that collaboration is key for boosting economic growth through the support of government and enterprises (TechNation, 2018).  Despite the benefits of entrepreneurship, Armstrong, (2011) warned against equating economic growth with an ideology of entreprise especially being fixated on attracting high-tech and knlowledge-intensive industries.
There is also another point to be considered, could economic regeneration exist without Sustainability? Brundtland Commission’s report in 1987 underlined the three fundamental components of sustainable development, the environment, the economy, and society (sustainable-environment.org.uk, 1987). These three components are equally vital for Gwendraeth-Valley’s economic regeneration and growth.
Turning now to Perception, Jowah, (2015) defined Perception as a process of organising, identifying and interpreting sensory information to represent reality from the environment viewpoint. Still, Otara, (2011) and Jowah, (2015) argued that Perception is the way we all interpret our experiences or is the realities of the perceiver and it influences peoples’ behaviour and how they see their environment. But Chaiken & Baldwin, (1981) also cautioned that some peoples’ perception is defined by their position as an environmentalist or conservationist and this may impact on the types of economic regeneration that could take place. Since, the people are the vital stakeholder hence this research seeks to evaluate economic regeneration from the eyes of the community. Freeman & Reed, (1983/84) maintained that stakeholder is anyone that may be directly or indirectly affected by the regeneration plan. It is equally important to conduct the engagement steps in (fig 2) and this research process is engaging with the community. Besides, other models and policies of successful regeneration in poorer regions will be examined as well (Gardine, et al., 2010).
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Another significant aspect of the research is the gathering and analysis of key data. And to successfully explore the perception of economic regeneration, it is critical to engage with the community and visitors in relation to perception of both the community and business leaders. These two groups exert huge influence in the community and their perspective is vital in the production of a performance and growth plan (Levin, 2005).  Therefore, a phenomenological approach will be appropriate because their thoughts or opinions on the regeneration is crucial. Phenomenological approaches use stakeholder perspective and personal experiences, the draw back to this approach is that, data gathering can take up a great deal of time and resources. 
Moreover, it is expedient to utilise both quantitative and qualitative research methodology to glean the perception of the community (Saunders & Lewi, 2012).  The quantitative data is essentially for the statistical elements of the primary research. It will be aimed at the community and visitors. About 40-80 people will be surveyed and the aimed is to gather general data that are current and relevant to the project.  As the research is a vital project, a purposive sampling of 4-8 qualitative face-to-face interviews of between 15-25 minutes will be conducted (Saunders, et al., 2016). This group may prove to be effective source in getting primary data since they have local knowledge and passion for their community. These interviews will be semi-structured, open ended question and are aimed at collecting data from community and business leaders and the business leaders are the potential job creators. 
Furthermore, the questionnaire reliability and validity are critical, so, the questionnaire will be specific and measurable. Nonetheless, critics argued that questionnaire surveys are limited, sometimes less reliable and less able to generate insight than is commonly believed. Despite the argument against questionnaire, it could help in identifying patterns of skills, resources and poor services in the rural community (Saunders & Lewi, 2012; Chambers, 1983). The researcher would target various organised groups in the area such as the Menter Cwm Gwendraeth, the Gwendraeth Valley Motor Club, Pontyates welfare association, Gwendraeth valley historical society etc. The designed questionnaire will cover range of topics specified by CCC brief such as: 
· How can the distinctiveness of the area be developed? 
· How can existing business achieve growth? etc
In addition, the survey will contain questions that will be a combination of a numerical nature, and form of descriptors to collect keywords that could enrich the data. On the other hand, other secondary quantitative study such as the relevant economic and regeneration theories, government reports, text-books, academic Journals and any regeneration model that are closely related to the topic will be utilised. Again, the data collected will be compared with secondary data and data of the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) and other successful or unsuccessful regenerated towns. Besides, various statistical tools will be deployed in analysing the collected data. Additionally, the SEEP Grid (fig 3) could be deployed in determining the relevant economic regeneration effort. Conclusions would be drawn from the analysis and it is expected that the research will aid the delivery of economic growth plans that is specific to the distinct characteristics of Gwendraeth-valley.
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The research will adhere strictly to the ethical policy of the University. Nonetheless, consent letters will be provided to the interviewee, and their participation is voluntary. The purpose and the use of the research will be explained to the interviewee and the people surveyed. Assurance would be given to the interviewee and respondents that their identities will not appear in any reports, articles or presentations. Besides, the collected will be transcribed and will be compared with other data.
The CCC will be forwarding the publicly held data in the CCC database of businesses in the community and from the database, business leaders to be interviewed will be selected. The challenge is to arrange meeting with these group because there is the possibility of the interviewee not cooperating. As much as possible, all information will be stored on the University’s cloud storage system and recorded data will be deleted upon completion of the research project. Other ethical consideration is the handling of any data received from the CCC, the data could be lost in transit and these data must be stored on the University’s cloud system as soon as possible.
To determine and compare the average income of the Gwendraeth-valley with others, the willingness of the responded to fully disclose their income could be a challenge. Thus, it may impact in determining the poverty or wealth level of the area. Therefore, respondent’s anonymity must be ensured, and question will have to be phrased carefully.
It would have been expedient to have online survey for cost, logistical and environmental reasons but the challenge is that the community may not be organised in a way to send a digital survey to them all. Nonetheless, when possible, the researcher will attempt to utilise the Facebook survey by encouraging the notable groups to fill the Facebook survey. Despite this, a door to door survey request may be arranged, and this may make the data gathering costly and more challenging since people may not respond to “cold-call”. Still, the researcher would call at respondents at different times of day and on different days of the week, including weekends and evening to secure the desire sample number. Another consideration is the CCC not responding to my mail soon enough and this could cause a delay. However, I will contact the CCC through the phone to solve this problem and besides since two contact persons have been assigned, the problem should not occur. Besides, a copy of the UWTSD ethics form will be sent to the CCC and it is critically important to balance the need of the CCC with the academic requirement of the University.
The researcher resides in the Gwendraeth-Valley and has entrepreneurship predisposition, hence extra efforts must be put in to remove bias and ensure that ethical standards is maintained. The researcher will need to be very objective in the analysis and recommendation. Neutrality and objectivity would be vitally important to maintain the integrity of the project, the reputation of the University and the Carmarthenshire County Council. Another logical and ethical consideration is that the researcher is not a Welsh speaker and the survey questionnaire, interviews and all supporting materials will be conducted in English, therefore, there could be a resistance since the Valley is a strong Welsh speaking area, but this problem could be resolved by translating the questionnaire into Welsh language. It is anticipated that the research may not be exhaustive enough to cover every area and topic that could be relevant in the project. 
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A planned timetable for the various activities to be carried out for the work to be completed 
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Fig 2 Stakeholders engagement

Seek to
understand

their ideas
and concerns

(Sobola, 2018)




image4.png
Fig 3 Rebranding Gwendraeth-Valley SEEP Grid
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