ARCHITECTURE IN MY HOMETOWN
ALEXANDRU NICOLAE SAS
STUDENT NR:1918816
Table of Contents

3INTRODUCTION


3CONTEXT AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND


4PLAN AND SECTION


6MATERIALS AND LIGHT


7USE OF THE BUILDINGS


7CONCLUSIONS


7References




INTRODUCTION
This study will compare two major historical buildings in Romania, Bran Castle and Peles Castle. The structures will be compared based on their background, style, use and form. It will be discussed the differences and the similarities leading to their role in the Romanian culture.
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Fig. 1 Bran Castle (Weebly, n.d.)
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Fig. 2 Peles Castle (Design, 2014)
CONTEXT AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Bran Castle was first built as a stone fortress in 1377 according to the promise made by Louis the First of Hungary. It was used as a military fortress until 1622 when it suffered major changes by expanding and adding the south tower following the plans of Prince Gabriel Bethlen. The fortress was turned into a castle in 1920 when it was owned by Queen Maria, and it was the period when the most important works were carried out. Bran Castle has a gothic architectural design, was built on a cliff 25 kilometres southwest of Brasov and later renovated following the plans of the royal court architect Karel Liman who decorated and restored the hole building (Weebly, n.d.). As a comparison Peles Castle was build much later between 1873-1914 and it was considered one of the most modern buildings in Europe at the time. The land was purchased by Carol the First of Romania after he fell in love with the magnificent mountain landscape. At the foot of Bucegi Mountains, along the Peles river the structure is a Neo-Renaissance castle built after the plans of the architects Carol Benesch, Karel Liman and Johannes Schultz and was decorated by Bernhard Ludwig, August Bembe and J. D. Heymann (Design, 2014).
PLAN AND SECTION
With 57 rooms arranged over 4 floors Bran Castle operates as a museum, displaying works of ceramics, furniture, weapons and Armor. Sufficient remodelling was done despite the Castle being built partially on a cliff and having an irregular architecture. The most important restoration works were done on the:
GROUND FLOOR (Weebly, n.d.)                                                                         [image: image3.png]



1. Guard Room                                   
2. The Chapel of Prince Mircea                                                                                                                       
3. Inner Yard
4. The Fountain Capital
FIRST FLOOR (Weebly, n.d.)
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1. Hall
2. Queen Maria’s Bedroom
3. Passage Room
4. Gothic Hall – Yellow Salon
5. The Great Hall
6. Secret Staircase
SECOND FLOOR (Weebly, n.d.)
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1. Passage Room
2. Biedermeier Salon
3. King Ferdinand’s Bedroom
4. The Living Room
5. Costume Room
6. Passage Room
7. The Inner Corridor
8. The First Green Bedroom
9. The Second Green Bedroom
10. Projection Room
THIRD FLOOR (Weebly, n.d.)
[image: image6.png]



1. The Music Hall and The Library of Queen Maria
2. Music Room Anteroom
3. Loggia
FOURTH FLOOR (Weebly, n.d.)
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1. Prince Nicholas’ Apartment
2. Access to the East Tower
3. Main Staircase
4. Bran Castle Terrace
The extensive renovations and extensions of Peles Castle were made between 1896-1914, which were supervised by architect Karel Liman who gave the structure an opulent appearance and a colossal character. The angular profiles, the importance of lithe verticals and complex geometries, the imbalance of the various components and towers which make up the building, the richness of carved wood and decorations (pilasters, arches, roofs, copings, roof lights, portals, balconies, and so on), exquisitely picturesque, both are customary of the Neo-Renaissance style, which was artfully used by the castle's architects (Museum, n.d.).
MATERIALS AND LIGHT
Bran Castle being originally a defensive fortress was made from a combination of wood, stone and the enclosure wall of limestone with brick layers added later. The holes on this wall are placed vertically, only four of them are horizontally oriented and have strong wooden shutters. The dungeon, which is built in the north of the castle and is made of stone, is taller than the rest of the castle. It has two rooms and a thin wooden staircase that leads to the rooftop, where it is equipped with a viewing platform. Two cellars, a bread oven, and another prison are located in the courtyard. The well in the castle's rear, which has a depth of roughly 57 metres, is a unique feature (Whaley, 2016). As a more modern building Peles Castle has 160 rooms and over 30 bathrooms but just a part of them are open to the public and was the first construction in Romania with a foundation made of concrete. The sumptuous ornamentation created of carved wood and intarsia (wainscoting, ceilings, inlaid work, framing, furniture) creates the dominating atmosphere of the rooms, that of solemnity, giving them, despite their diversity of styles, a common bond (Museum, n.d.).
USE OF THE BUILDINGS
In the present day both buildings operate as museums and only parts of them are open to the public. Both attractions are a mass tourism destination for Romanians and foreigners and due to that it can be crowded at times. Being built in mountainous areas of Romania it is inevitable not to admire the beauty of the surroundings and the beauty of the castles. Even if Bran Castle has nothing to do with the Dracula legend or Bram Stoker’s famous novel, visitors come in large number in search of the legend, history and myths that surround the Castle. The Peles Castle Museum, with an inestimable value, which includes a historical, a memorial and artistic value is an important component of the cultural heritage of the Romanian people as well as an integral part of the vast architectural ensemble created by King Carol the First. 
CONCLUSIONS
The study shows the difference between two major Romanian buildings, Bran Castle and Peles Castle. From their style, age and materials to what they represent to the Romanian people the differences and similarities can be seen throughout the study. Having visited both in the past, I can say that looking at them from another point of view was verry different. I used to look at them as a tourist and not know the past of the structures or the changes that took place over the years which made it very interesting for me. I can say that after this study I will look at buildings different and I will ask myself and other people more questions when I visit a famous building.
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