EXHIBTION TITLE: SPACE VS MAN-MADE

The show I am curating is about the concept of Astronomical Sublime. I believe that it is important to be discussed as I deem it relevant due to mankind’s ever increasing interest in space, other galaxies and the ever-increasing pursuit of space travel e.g. Elon Musk’s SpaceX. The studying of space is a relatively recent creation with new things being discovered all the time, especially with the invention of the Hubble Telescope, new galaxies and natural phenomenon are being discovered each day, raising further questions about our universe and to quote the late Stephen Hawking “Try to make sense of what you see, and wonder about what makes the universe exist. Be curious”.  The main theme of my exhibition is how the natural, often random designs of space are often very similar and can be compared to those well-crafted, intrinsically designs created by man. 

The term ‘sublime’ means “of very great excellence or beauty” and is often applied to the natural landscapes found on our planet. However, for use in my exhibition, it will be applied to the vividly coloured, exquisitely detailed, and dramatically lit Hubble Telescope images we now use to visualize the cosmos. Since many of my pieces of work are scientific photos, there are no artists attached to them. However, for some of the comparison pieces, I can reference an artist, for example, The Spirit of Ecstasy, was designed by English sculptor Charles Robinson Sykes, a graduate of London's Royal College of Art. 
[image: ]
The first piece of work I will be showing at my exhibition is a picture of the Crab Nebula. The supernova remnant is in the constellation of Taurus and was observed by Anglo-Irish astronomer, William Parsons in 1840 using a 36-inch telescope. Parsons then produced a drawing of the nebula that looked somewhat like a crab hence the now-current name.  
This image of the Crab Nebula is composited of 5 layers of images from different observatories around the world, the layers being Radio, Infrared, Optical and X-Ray, each producing a different colour for the image. 
[image: ]
Since my exhibition is a comparison event, I will be comparing this image to another. My chosen image of comparison is this pre-1963 era map of the UK Rail Network, before Dr. Beeching brought his axe down and wiped out an enormous amount of local railway lines, severing small towns and communities. 
Dr. Richard Beeching became a household name in Britain in the early 1960s for his report The Reshaping of British Railways, commonly referred to as "The Beeching Report", which led to far-reaching changes in the railway network, popularly known as the Beeching Axe resulting in just over 4,000 route miles were removed from the system on cost and efficiency grounds, leaving Britain with 13,721 miles (22,082 km) of railway lines in 1966. A further 2,000 miles (3,200 km) were lost by the end of the 1960s.


My second piece of work is a picture of the Horsehead Nebula. The nebula is a dark nebula in the constellation Orion and was first recorded in 1888 by Scottish astronomer Williamina Fleming on photographic plate B2312 taken at the Harvard College Observatory. Lying 1,500 light-years from the sun, just south of the easternmost star in Orion's Belt, the Horsehead Nebula at first glance appears to be a distinctive hole cut in the vibrant backdrop of another nebula, IC 434. However, the darkness is actually a cloud of predominantly hydrogen gas that stands out because of the glow from the pinkish background gas.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]The second comparative piece that I will compare to the Horsehead Nebula is the world-famous Spirit of Ecstasy motif, recognised for its prominent feature on Rolls Royce cars. It was designed by English sculptor Charles Robinson Sykes, a graduate of London's Royal College of Art.  The statue became a standard fitting in the early 1920s after starting out as an optional extra near the turn of the century before eventually becoming the world-famous logo it is today. Although both were discovered or created decades apart, it’s amazing how they are so similar in appearance despite having different influences and controls, which is the entire motivation behind my exhibition, this idea that although many man-made items are meticulously planned and designed, the natural forces of the universe have no control, no plans, no design, just an unrelenting force to constantly expand and to quote Stephen Hawking again, “Because there is a law such as gravity, the universe can and will create itself from nothing”.
 
















My third exhibition piece is a photo of the Messier 57 nebula, better known as the Ring Nebula is a planetary nebula, the glowing remains of a sun-like star. The tiny white dot in the centre of the nebula is the star’s hot core, called a white dwarf. M57 is about 2,000 light-years away in the constellation Lyra. The blue gas in the nebula’s centre is actually a football-shaped structure seen end-on that pierces the red, doughnut-shaped material. The inner rim of the ring displays an intricate structure of dark, irregular knots of dense gas that the stellar winds have not yet been able to blow away. The earth item I will compare M57 to is the Aquamarine gem stone.  Aquamarine’s name comes from the Latin for seawater and it was said to calm waves and keep sailors safe at sea. Aquamarine’s preferred colour is a moderately strong dark blue to slightly greenish blue and with the shape and colour being similar to the point that either M57 or the gemstone could inspire the other and Although both are naturally made, the Aquamarine is shaped to man’s desire whereas nature has full control over this galaxy. 
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My final exhibition piece is a photo of the Helix nebula. This nebula is a large planetary nebula located in the constellation Aquarius. First discovered by German astronomer, Karl Ludwig Harding, around 1824 and is one of the closest of all the bright planetary nebulae to Earth. The Helix Nebula is an example of a planetary nebula, formed by an intermediate to low-mass star, which sheds its outer layers near the end of its evolution. Gases from the star in the surrounding space appear, from our vantage point, as if we are looking down a helix structure.

Immediately, the main comparison for this nebula is the human eye. One of the most complex structures in the human body, we rely on the eye for sight, expression of emotion and appreciation of beauty which is what I am attempting to do with this exhibition, appreciate the Astronomical Sublime that lies beyond our world and also appreciate the stark similarities of the creations that man has made against the natural creations the universe has made. 
[image: ][image: ]

[image: ]EXHIBITION HALL – MUNRO HOUSE, LEEDS.



 




image6.tiff




image7.tiff




image8.tiff




image9.png
BAKERY | COFFEE 4\{/.‘_.7

'
ExHBON TIE !
'
'

] 1
ELEVATION

< DUKE STREET DISPLAY WINDOW YORK STREET >

THE GALLERY AT 164

Munro House, Duke Street
LEEDS LS9 8AG

gallery@leedsgallery.com

PLAN

TAKE AWAY

FIRE EXIT

SERVICE AREA THE MAIN GALLERY

GALLERY / CAFE

GALLERY

m 0.8m 2.8m 0.8m

MEDIA OUTLET P
DISPLAY WINDOW 2
s £ E:
E 4m
< DUKE STREET NOT TO SCALE

© Andrews Halls Schiadas Limited 2018. All Rights Reserved. THIS PLAN IS INTENDED AS A GUIDE ONLY AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE





image1.tiff




image2.tiff
32a (right)
British Rail passenger
‘network, 1963

Y
M s X
“"‘"%v {?

2b (far right)
ritish Rail passenger
twork, 1984





image3.tiff




image4.tiff




image5.tiff





[EXHIBTION TITLE: SPACE VS MAN-IADE




