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Exercise In Converting Medieval To Modern Dates
By Sadie Page.
23 August 2019. 

Using the translated text from an undated, anonymous medieval record, this exercise aims to demonstrate a systematic approach to ascertaining the approximate date that a specific source was written or issued. For convenience and with the hope to provide a conclusive commentary, I shall focus upon examining, analysing and consolidating the details which have facilitated my research.
The ‘king’, is named only as ‘Henry of England’, which indicates that this monarch is the first king of that name. Henry I was king of England from 1100 – 1135. This gives an initial timeframe.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  E.B, Pryde, D. E. Greenway, and S. Porter. Handbook Of British Chronology, (Cambridge University Press, 1996). p.35.] 

Earl David (b.1084 – d.1153) began using the title of earl in 1113 when he married the second Countess of Huntingdon.[footnoteRef:3] Earl David became King of the Scots in 1124, therefore his title in this record suggests a date between 1113 and 1124. [3:  Keith Stringer, Earl David Of Huntingdon, 1152-1219: A Study In Anglo-Scottish History (Edinburgh University Press, 1985), iii.] 

The references to Geoffrey Ridel indicate that he is deceased. We know that he drowned in the White Ship disaster (25 November 1120). Ranulf le Meschin (b.1070−d.1129)  also mentioned in the record, became earl of the county of Chester after the death of Richard d'Avranches (who also died on the White Ship).[footnoteRef:4] This corroborates the earliest date of 25 November 1120 and provides a context for the document.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Edmund King, ‘Ranulf (I)’, 2004, Oxford Dictionary Of National Biography [Accessed May 2019].]  [5:  Judith A. Green, Women And Inheritance In Norman England: The Case Of Geva Ridel, Prosopon, issue 12 (2001) pp. 1-6.] 

The record discusses the marriage arrangements between Richard Basset and the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel. We know from subsequent records that Matilda Ridel married Richard Basset between 1121-23, giving us a latest date of 1123.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  W. T. Reedy, Basset Charters, Pipe Roll Society, n.s. l (1995), no. 47.] 

Geoffrey Ridel’s lands will be granted to his heir, Robert Ridel (born in 1107)[footnoteRef:7]. The wording would indicate that Robert is too young to inherit or legally marry (perhaps fourteen or younger). This would indicate a date closer to 1121-2. [7:  Green, ‘Women And Inheritance’, p.9.] 

The place of issue is Woodstock, Henry I is recorded as being present. Records show that Henry I was in residence at Woodstock in March 1121 and again in January 1123 (records indicate he was in Normandy for the remainder of that period).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J. Stevenson (ed.), Chronicon Monasterii De Abingdon, Rolls Series, 2 vols (London, 1858), II, p.162.] 

Geoffrey de Clinton (the elder) was appointed Sheriff of Warwickshire sometime in 1121.[footnoteRef:9] Since he is not addressed with that title, we can assume that this record predates that appointment. [9:  David Crouch, ‘Geoffrey De Clinton’, Historical Research 55 (1982), pp.113–24.] 

To conclude, this document appears to be a marriage settlement, written between November 1120 and no later than June 1123, with a likely date of March 1121 – which corroborates all extant sources. 
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