Critically evaluate the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement in response to the killing of George Floyd.
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Following George Floyd's murder in Minneapolis in May 2020, large-scale racial protests took place in the United States for the first time since the Civil Rights Movement. The movement sparked a global reckoning with racism far beyond the borders of the country. As a result of the brutal video of Floyd's death under police custody on May 25th, 2020, countries worldwide had some of the biggest Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests in history. Floyd's death was seen by Black activists across continents and cultures as an example of racism and injustice they faced at home. Several countries had their own George Floyd - a Black person who suffered police injustice and brutality due to their race which resulted in public outrage. It was well known by activists after Floyd's death that the world needed drastic change (Silverstein, 2021). 
According to the American Psychological Association (2022), the idea of racism is an imposition that certain racial groups are inferior to others because of their characteristics. People with racial prejudice are generally characterised by negative emotions, acceptance of stereotypes about them, and racial discrimination toward them. Racial prejudices can also lead to violence. Clair and Denis (2015) state that race is typically considered a social construct by social scientists. Despite being biologically meaningless, physical differences such as skin colour have a tremendous impact on social reality, even if they are not correlated with differences in ability or behaviour between groups. Historical variations in the definition and use of the term illustrate this point.
Another essential point is how race remains poorly understood and inadequately explained, despite the massive legacy of racial theory (Golash-Boza, 2016). Since the sixteenth century, racist ideology has been used to justify the enslavement of Africans and appropriation of Indigenous lands in North America and other countries across the globe. Black people and other minorities were later targeted with social, economic, and symbolic violence sanctioned by the Jim Crow laws. Laws legalising racial segregation were called Jim Crow laws. Few scholars studied racism when sociology emerged as a social science in the late nineteenth century. Many social scientists studied racial group differences in social outcomes by using racist assumptions and maintaining racist attitudes (Tucker, 2019). 
Moreover, there are several leading criminological theories which ignore structures and systems that perpetuate harm in favour of focusing on individuals and communities as criminals. Researchers who examine racialised crime rates or ‘criminal behaviour’ without exploring race as a complex, place-specific lived experience born of white supremacy simply reinforce racial stereotypes, even when criminal activity is not present, which perpetuate the criminalisation of racialised groups (Henson, Nguyen, and Olaghere., 2022). 
To elaborate, there have been comparisons to racism being like a virus that adapts to a changing environment by taking on different forms. Forms of modern prejudice that are current today are known as modern racists. Racist views and stereotypes are neither expressed nor endorsed by modern racists. It's important to note that some modern racists also think that racial equality is achieved and that we are no longer in need of policies to promote equality (Kandola, 2019). Therefore, despite believing in equality for all and protesting discrimination, aversive racists, for example, harbour negative attitudes toward out-group members unconsciously. The likelihood that an aversive racist will discriminate against an out-group member increase in certain circumstances, such as when egalitarian norms or cues are absent or when non-racist motives are present (Estrada-Reynolds et al., 2022). 
Furthermore, the law recognises several types of hate crime, one being race. Offenses motivated by hostility or prejudice based on the racial background of the victim or any other person, are forms of racial hate crimes (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). The outcome of Floyd’s murder resulted in a 20-year prison sentence given to Derek Chauvin for killing Floyd by kneeling on the former's neck for nine minutes, suffocating him to death. Yet, Chauvin was not charged with a hate crime in the murder of Floyd due to a lack of evidence, according to Minnesota's attorney general. It is profound that what was seen by the whole world in the horrific video of Floyd’s injustice, was a white police officer who murdered a man because of the colour of his skin. It is important to note that Floyd was unarmed, repeatedly telling the officers “I can’t breathe”. Scott Pelley, who was one of the prosecutors in this case urged this statement (Vlamis, 2021). 
As the last embers of the civil rights movement flickered out, George Floyd's life began. Demonstrators around the world marched for racial justice in his name after the videotaped end of the crime sparked the largest anti-racism movement ever. Floyd grew up during a period when Jim Crow discrimination in America gave way to insidious forms of systemic racism, one that undermined his dreams. There is no doubt that Floyd's life was shaped by systemic racism and hatred towards him that began more than one-hundred years before he was born (Olorunnipa and Witte, 2020). 
Roberts (2022) demonstrates that it is also possible that the legal implications of this case reveal how a justice system that often strives to be colourblind may be biased against people of colour, particularly since there was no legal obligation to consider Floyd's death as a hate crime. Though there is the obvious question as to whether Chauvin would have carried out the same actions had George Floyd been a white man. Also guilty of depriving Floyd of life-sustaining medical care were Tou Thao, J Alexander Kueng, and Thomas Lane, who failed to intervene as their legal obligation, even after Floyd stopped breathing. 
Aside from the United States, the United Kingdom had the biggest Black Lives Matter protest in the world. As well as Floyd's killing, the UK also had a similar case in which the justice system failed to acknowledge Belly Mujinga's racist attack. While working as a Black transport worker in London, a White man spat and coughed at Mujinga deliberately. Mujinga soon after died from COVID-19 in April 2020. It was stated by colleagues that Mujinga had filed complaints before the incident regarding insufficient protection while working through the pandemic. There was a first wave of protests in the UK after the police closed the case claiming a lack of evidence. The death of Floyd sparked a nationwide movement to address racism that was part of the country's history and prejudice justice systems (Campbell, 2021). 
Evidence shows that the BLM movement represents the largest social undertaking in U.S. history. It put racism on the global agenda, which forced opposition to police brutality and racism (Sayed, 2022). There was national outrage in response to the police killings of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and countless others. In 2020, polls from Kaiser Family Foundation, NORC and Pew Research Centre state that 15-20 million people in the US attended BLM protests in response to the diversity and hate enforced on Black Americans. While the COVID-19 pandemic was underway, social-distancing recommendations were being implemented, thus making these protests even more remarkable. Twitter activism and other social media platforms led to the enormity of these protests, most famously exemplified by the hashtags #BLM and #blacklivesmatter (Buchanan, Bui, and Patel, 2020). 
Additionally, Braveman et al (2022) states that the system repeatedly advantages one group, whilst systematically disadvantaging another. These outcomes will continue to be generated until those in power reinforce change. It's a fact of life that racial segregation continues to be a widespread problem in America's cities 50 years on from the civil rights movement in the fight for equality. 
Despite the millions of people protesting BLM worldwide, hate crimes have risen by 9% in the UK. During the year ending in March 2021, there was an increase of 12% in racially motivated crime, despite protests led by BLM and a backlash against far-right activists. Seven out of ten hate crimes documented in England and Wales include race as a factor. This evidence suggests that policing reforms are still in need of major improvement (Robinson, 2022). 
It is apparent that the killing of Floyd and the protests uniting his and other Black minorities names may have increased negative associations with regards to some white people’s views towards Black people. Prejudice and discrimination stem from perceived conflicts of interest between groups, according to realistic group conflict theory (Bobo, 1983). Nguyen et al (2021) concurs that when White people perceive minorities as threats, they develop negative attitudes about racial minorities and may behave discriminatorily. Disruptions to the racial status quo and threats to Whites' status in society may lead to opposition, such as defunding the police and protesting about racial injustices committed by white people. Consequently, these protests may be perceived as threatening White interests, which could increase negative sentiment towards Black Americans. It is argued from one perspective that defunding the police would result in the depletion of a resource that Whites value, namely, policing. 
As a result of days of protests in the US following Floyd's death in Minneapolis police custody, questions have been raised about police officers' attitudes toward black Americans. A majority of black and white Americans say black people are treated less fairly by police and by the criminal justice system in general compared to white people. Approximately 84% of black adults surveyed by the Pew Research Centre reported that black people are generally treated unfairly by police. A black adult is five times more likely than a white adult to report being unfairly stopped by the police due to their race or ethnicity (DeSilver, Lipka, and Fahmy, 2020). 

Hernández (2020) identifies that in Floyd's life, the police were omnipresent from the day he moved to Texas as a child to the day he was killed in Minneapolis. The police projected racial discrimination through Floyd's life even as a child, from being there when he walked home from school, to interrogating him about the contents of his backpack. There was an incident where he was thrown to the floor on a late-night trip to get snacks. As his family prepared for the funeral of their grandfather, they surrounded his mother's home. One arresting officer is suspected of fabricating evidence in dozens of low-level drug cases, leading to a review of one conviction for a ten-dollar drug deal that landed Floyd in prison for 10 months. 
As a result of the killing of Floyd, reform in legislation was ignited known as the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021. Several policies and issues are addressed in the bill regarding police practices and law enforcement accountability. In addition to enhancing accountability, it also establishes strict standards for best practices, data collection, and training as well as restricting certain policing practices. This law establishes a framework for combating and preventing racial profiling in law enforcement at the federal, state, and local levels. This act restricts the use of no-knock warrants, chokeholds, and carotid holds, including limiting unnecessary use of force. 
Subramanian and Arzy (2021) identify that state laws in America were also passed restricting the use of less-lethal weapons by law enforcement during demonstrations, such as rubber bullets, pepper spray, and tear gas. This was in response to law enforcement's use of violent tactics during peaceful BLM protests. In addition, following the murder of George Floyd, the UK College of Policing (2022) has accepted that policing departments still contain discrimination and racism and the need for change is highly evident. The Police Race Action Plan seeks to improve policing for Black people. A fundamental goal of the plan is to create an anti-racist culture, values, and behaviour within the police service. Efforts will also be made to inform all operational policing practices so that Black people endure better experiences and achieve better outcomes.
It is clear that this movement went far beyond American borders. The statue of Winston Churchill in Westminster was graffitied with the words he 'was a racist' (Stubley, 2020). BLM protestors from New Zealand felt disinclined to discuss racism. George Floyd enabled them to demand reform. Thousands of protesters in France united against their own country's history of police brutality against diverse communities. Adam Traore, a twenty-four-year-old man from France died of similar circumstances to Floyd, yet there were no charges for his death. During the week following Floyd's death in Colombia, two notorious police killings occurred. One being a young Black man named Anderson Arboleda, who was beaten to death for allegedly violating Coronavirus curfew restrictions. In response to the deaths of both Arboleda and Floyd, protesters marched to the U.S. embassy in Bogota. (Silverstein, 2021b). 
To conclude, a global white supremacy ideology has affected every corner of the earth. In the wake of the BLM movement, black lives have become part of the daily conversation and news, with news outlets and organizations reporting on black lives. As a result of BLM's activities, social justice issues became more widely known (Millis, 2020). The rise of the BLM movement after George Floyd’s killing reconned with millions and reinstated the need for change and reform in not only America, but worldwide. Floyd’s seven-year-old daughter Gianna when meeting President Biden told him “Daddy changed the world”. The impact of the BLM protests prove how right she was (Villeneuve, 2021).
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