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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach
The cross-curricular theme which has been chosen is World War 2 (WW2) and its effects on Swansea and this will be demonstrated through 3 cross-curricular activities which are aimed to extend the pupils knowledge and skills in many different areas. These activities have been designed for a year 6 class of mixed ability pupils. One definition of Cross-curricular learning is from Barnes who states “Cross-curricular learning occurs …. applied to a single theme” (Barnes, 2015:62) which demonstrates that many skills can be targeted and improved when just looking at one theme, which can be a better use of teacher’s time. However, it has been argued that cross-curricular learning can lack coherence and depth when trying to cover large amounts of information.
The first activity is going to be looking at role of women during WW2 via looking at several famous war posters such as “Dig for Victory”, which the pupils will recreate using a wide range of materials, depicting women taking a prominent role in the war effort. This won’t only demonstrate a sense of equality and may even empower certain individuals but will also improve their skills with symmetry and use of artistic elements. The class will also look at how women in Swansea didn’t only work in factors but became bus conductors and shop workers. This activity will involve 2 of the 6 areas of learning; Expressive arts and Humanities which uses the fascination of history to furtherly promote the elements of art and allow them to adopt techniques from the artist of the posters to create their own interpretation. Also, 2 of the 4 purposes; “ambitious and creative” and “ethically informed citizens” which Donaldson highlighted in his document emphasises who this activity can further inspire more creative and ambitious ideas while also giving a clear understanding of the role of women in WW2 and enable them to adopt a grateful sense towards the people who were involved (Donaldson, 2015:106). This historical activity will shape the pupil’s potential as they will be aware of the past which is intended to develop their thinking skills via historical enquiry and interpretation therefore enhancing personal and social skills (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008a). Furthermore, the Art and Design Curriculum document extenuates how this activity enables pupils to experiment with a range of materials and express and explore their ideas and emotions. While also involving the Curriculum Cymraeg so the children can have a sense of identity and belonging as this applied to the local area and ESDGC themes as there are connections to the role of woman during WW2 and themes such as identity and culture and Knowledge and Understanding of the world (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008b). It is important that this is cross curricular as sources such as the Cambridge Primary Review demonstrates that we need a more flexible curriculum to accommodate to our ever-changing society and communities, so they recommend cross-curricular activities (Alexander, 2010). Furthermore, Barnes also implies that cross-curricular teaching could allow the children to reach ethical solutions and build motivation in their personal and social development so this could create well-rounded individuals who are prepared for later life. However, Barnes also says that a cross-curricular approach can be easily confusing or misleading resulting in ineffective teaching and a waste of potentially useful time. Therefore, this is failing to reach a moral context for learning, this highlights the importance of teaching it correcting which could be corrected via proper training and preparation (Barnes, 2015).
The second activity is going to involve the cross-curricular responsibility of Numeracy as pupils will be put into groups of 5-6 and will be budgeting for a family of 4 in Swansea during WW2, this will take a number of lessons. They will have to take into account ration books and the average income which integrates the use of historical knowledge and understanding. Furthermore, this could be made into an art lesson as they could create their own ration books. However, this Numeracy and Maths lesson will give the children the insight to really see what life was like for children during WW2 and allow pupils to have compassion and empathy for the poverty which occurred during the war due to rationing. The Literacy and Numeracy framework has a section purely for managing money which emphasises importance for the children to learn the practical skills for later life as well as becoming familiar with essential and non-essential purchases. This activity will give the pupils a sense of importance and independence regarding this maths which could lead to growing confidence in numeracy (Welsh Assembly Government, 2013). Furthermore, the Maths curriculum document emphasises the importance of the pupils being familiar and confident in their mental calculations ready to enter KS3 as well as being able to interpret an answer within the context of a problem, this can be assisted with the help of mixed ability members of the group. This activity doesn’t only push those who are already advanced and allow them to gain practise before entering KS3 but it also pushes those who are perhaps less able by surrounding them with other pupils who could help them if the teacher is occupied (Welsh Government, 2015). This activity covers 2 of the 6 areas of learning; Mathematics and Numeracy and Humanities as well as having a strong link to the Numeracy element of the Cross-curricular responsibilities (Donaldson, 2015). Cross-curricular learning can be powerful and effective when talking about relevant topic which the children can relate too, which will motivate and engage them. This focuses on the idea that a relevant topic can stimulate the pupils thinking skills making them feel more involved and responsible for their learning (Barnes, 2015). Additionally, in the History curriculum document the activity demonstrates an involvement of the skill of Chronological awareness as they need to be aware of what items were rations at what year to make their budget accurate. This also covers 2 of the 4 purposes of Donaldson as the children will be enterprising and creative contributors demonstrating their initiative and problem-solving skills. The other purpose included being an ethically informed citizens as they are aware of achievement and events which occurred in such a significant era and making the pupils familiar with this at an early age will hopefully stop further mistakes re-occurring for the next generation (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008a). In contrast to our own government and education system, the Australian Curriculum have a strong emphasis on cross-curricular themes and have found it hugely successful. Therefore, they have made it a priority to teach and prepare the pupils for practical, everyday skills rather the previous system. The activity has modelled this as it has adopted the cross-curricular approach which we can learn a lot from (Australian Curriculum Assessment and reporting Authority 2013). 
The final activity will consist of the pupils learning some background information about the types of planes and transport used in WW2 and the physics behind flight and the personal and historic achievement related to this (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008a). Therefore, I believe this element of WW2 carries a sense of excitement, so the pupils can become enthusiastic about their learning, which can lead to wider opportunities in the future. During the activity, the pupils will design their own experiment, with the guidance of a teacher, and then the pupils will create their own plane with several materials and test them out in the playground, to see whether their preparation and that their work paid off. The science curriculum emphasises how getting pupils familiar with forces and movement in early life can be beneficial when looking at the future. Additionally, getting them used to creating their own simplified success criteria, predictions and variables etc will allow the pupils to form their own experiment and improve academic independence, while also preparing for KS3 (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008c). Moreover, this activity will involve Maths and Numeracy skills as they will have to make measurements and estimates of length and weight to ensure their model plane will fly. This will ensure their own understanding of topics such as materials as well as the physics of flighting and guarantee and sense of achievement will be achieved as they will be done individually, and each plane will be showcased in front of the class (Welsh Government, 2015). Additionally, this will also involve Design and Technology as the pupils will make their own products through an iterate process of forming ideas. This will reinforce a sense of self-discipline to achieve a goal which is a value lesson to learn (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008).  Furthermore, this is supported by the Literacy and Numeracy Framework which highlights that communicating to develop ideas and record them to make this a long-term activity is a complexed and impressive skills to master at a young age. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2013). There will be 3 of the 6 areas of learning will be applied here: Science and Technology will be the primary area to be targeted as a core subject it is important to have a clear understanding of the data collection and problem-solving skills as well as the communication and presentation skills, which will in turn provide the ability to reason clearly. Correspondingly, Humanities will be the background sense which will inspire the pupils to complete this task to the best of their abilities. Finally, Expressive arts will enable the pupils to design their plane and deciding whether to put certain materials, so giving them the free-will to express themselves this will make this activity largely cross-curricular (Donaldson, 2015). This is enhanced by Ofsted’s 2010/11 report which reinforced the idea that teachers were more confident with organising and preparing for cross curricular lessons. They also found that successful cross-curricular schools haven’t diminished individual subjects either, so the pupils aren’t missing out and schools don’t have to compromise if any pupils don’t thrive off the cross-curricular activities (Ofsted, 2011). Furthermore, this is supported by Jim Rose, who extended the point that the time available for teachers to plan and manage lessons causes problems, so if teachers has the opportunity to plan a cross-curricular activity instead which covers many different subject areas and targets specific skills, I believe this would be successful (Jim Rose, 2009). On the other hand, both Ofsted and Rose do agree that improvement could occur either way, even if taught separately.
In conclusion, the theme demonstrates a relevance to today’s society as it has had such a huge influence on it and I believe it will be nice to the pupils to connect to the theme for themselves. This theme should motivate and excite the children to get involved in their own journey of education and I believe that making these activities cross curricular can only make it better. After weighting up the positives and negatives of Cross-curricular learning, I believe it allows learning to not only be inside the classroom and doesn’t restrict the imagination of children, making cross-curricular teaching the way forward for primary education. Allowing pupils to develop their curiosity and sense while also involving and improving the Curriculum Cymraeg and Donaldson’s 4 purposes in the pupils learning prepares them for later life. It interesting to look at the Australian documents as we can learn from their proven system which has benefited the Australian education system and integrate it in our teaching. The 6 areas of learning and experience should ‘be internally coherent, employ distinctive ways of thinking, and have an identifiable core of disciplinary or instrumental knowledge’. Therefore, also with the assistance of Cross-curricular teaching this will be the essential knowledge and experiences recommended to achieving a well-rounded education (Donaldson, 2015: Recommendation 4).
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