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Critically evaluate an international humanitarian organisation that works within various areas that values human dignity and human rights
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Human dignity and human rights are very relative and complement each other. Dupré (2011), defined human dignity as something that empowers one’s entitlement on an ethical basis, to things such as equality and freedom, therefore making it an essential and key principle to people’s human rights. The Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019), define human rights as being fundamental to all human beings, and incorporate imperative basic rights which include the right to life, right to liberty and security and the right to an education, to name a few.
	The highly fundamental significance of human dignity and human rights for all, have been acknowledged by governments and establishments all over the world, leading to them agreeing to seventeen global goals in an effort to eradicate poverty, inequality and climate change, to create a better world (globalgoals.org, 2019). This supports the universal declaration of human rights, which was created in 1948, and consists of thirty human rights that all human beings are entitled to (United Nations Human Rights, 2019). 
	The human rights act aims to ensure that human dignity and human rights are protected and guaranteed to all citizens of the world. Posner (2018), states that the processes used to promote this include, heavy documentation and recording of any human rights violations that may occur, utilising global coverage of breaches to human rights, and promoting and governing international responsibility towards human rights.
	There are many independent and charitable organisations all around the world that value human dignity and human rights, and its sole aim is to encourage and protect them. An example of one of these organisations is the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation. This is an independent organisation which aims to promote and protect things such as good health including protection from disease, sufficient education and global development, and actively works in Africa, China, Europe, India and the Middle East (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). For the purpose of this essay, a critical evaluation will be made against the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation in regard to its status as an international humanitarian organisation, that works within various areas that value human dignity and human rights.
	The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation was established in 1994 by multibillionaire and principal founder of Microsoft, William Henry Gates III; better known as ‘Bill Gates’. It was originally named the William H. Gates Foundation and was formed after ‘Bill’ had read a news article covering the suffering of communities in developing countries as a result of drinking dirty, contaminated water (Mathiesen, 2015).
	In 1997, the Gates Library Foundation was formed with the aim of providing free Internet access to all public libraries within the United States. Bill Gates strongly believed that knowledge and productivity were linked, this being the reasoning and motivation behind forming this foundation (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). Two years later, the Gates Library Foundation was renamed to the Gates Learning Foundation. This was done in order to display its unquestionable commitment to provide disadvantaged children from minority backgrounds, support to prepare for and attend educational institutions. In 2000, they amalgamated the William H. Gates Foundation and the Gates Learning Foundation, to the rebranded name ‘The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’. The reasoning for this was to boost productivity (Beckett, 2010). 
	As stated by Mathiesen (2015), one of the main priorities for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, is to significantly improve health all around the world, but particularly in developing countries. They focus particularly on trying to eradicate malaria and polio, and also restrict the transmission of tuberculosis and HIV. Bill Gates was emotionally impacted by the traumatic consequences of tuberculosis, when he visited an African tuberculosis clinic in 1999, and stated to his wife ‘coming here is a death sentence’ (Bort, 2015). This was one of the main events that caused Gates to focus so much on bettering people’s lives, not just those with tuberculosis, but all those in poverty-stricken communities. As Bill and Melinda Gates hold vast wealth, and contribute to many humanitarian projects around the world, they identified by many as ‘philanthropists’. This is a term used to define individuals, especially those with wealth, helping those in need (Collins Dictionary, 2019). 
	One of the first things you see when entering the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation website, is one of their core beliefs and motto ‘all lives have equal value’. With their overall aim to make the world a better place, the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation focuses and invests in five program areas; these are its Global Health Division which aims to limit the spread of disease and improve overall health, its global development division which helps to improve and deliver healthcare in poverty stricken communities, the Global Growth and Opportunity Division which aims to improve and sustain economic growth, its U.S. Program designed to improve education in the States, and its Global Policy and Advocacy Division aimed at building relationships and promoting policies which can aid in the continuity and progress of this humanitarian support (Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). 
	The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has four missions to achieve their vision. Below, these missions will be critically evaluated in regard to its activities in the protection and assurance of human dignity and rights (Dean, 2010). 
	The first of the four mission statements are ‘ensure that more children and young people survive and thrive’. The foundation intends to do this by providing efficient and adequate healthcare/nutrition to those in need and reduce child mortality, improve educational support and opportunities, and invest in healthy mothers and babies (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). This is a very positive mission statement as it supports and encourages article twenty-six of the universal declaration of human rights: ‘Right to education’ (United Nations Human Rights, 2019). This also supports several of the seventeen global goals, particularly goal three ‘good health & well-being, and goal four ‘quality education’ (globalgoals.org, 2019). 
	Secondly, the next mission statement aims to ‘empower the poorest, especially women and girls, to transform their lives’. The foundation aims to do this by providing financial tools to disadvantaged communities, educating and empowering women to make informed decisions when planning to start a family, and educating farmers so that they can increase their production and sustain these levels. This mission statement positively supports article seven of the universal declaration of human rights, whereby ‘all are entitled to equality’ (United Nations Human Rights, 2019), and global goal five, ‘gender equality’, and global goal seven ‘decent work and economic growth (globalgoals.org, 2019).
	The third mission statement aims to ‘combat infectious diseases that particularly affect the poorest’. The foundation works towards this by providing essential vaccines to poverty-stricken communities and providing funds for research and support in reducing mortality in relation to malaria and HIV (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). This supports article twenty-five of the universal declaration of human rights, which states everyone has a ‘right to adequate standard of living’ (United Nations Human Rights, 2019). This mission statement again highlights several global goals, in this case global goal three ‘good health and well-being’, and global goal six ‘clean water and sanitation’ (globalgoals.org, 2019).
	To conclude, the fourth and final mission statement aims to ‘inspire people to take action to change the world’. In order to do this, the foundation funds research in producing innovative policies and financial frameworks, inspire visitors of the foundation to change the lives of others in a positive manner, and translate scientific discoveries into solutions (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). This positively highlights the importance of article twenty-seven ‘right to cultural, artistic and scientific life’, and twenty-nine ‘duty to your community’, of the universal declaration of human rights (United Nations Human Rights, 2019). It also supports the aim of global goal seventeen ‘partnership for the goals’ (globalgoals.org, 2019).
	Despite all the positive aspects of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, there have been several criticisms voiced throughout the years. One of which argues that, despite the many positive aims of the charity, the founder’s wealth and status potentially influences decisions and activities to meet their own agenda. Connett (2016), argues that the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation narrows the focus of other charities, and to add to that, institutions, organisations and government bodies around the world concentrate on the foundations missions instead of coming to their own conclusions, as a result of the Gates’ wealth and power.
	A further critique of this foundation is the apparent ‘top-down’ approach it utilises. As stated by Gilchrist & Taylor (2016), this process involves an organisation informing communities of what they will provide and subsequently what that community will receive, instead of taking a more subtle and possibly more productive approach, such as simply asking that community what they need, and then supporting and facilitating this need. The World Health Organisation (WHO), states that taking a community development approach produces exceptional results in empowering individuals and has evidently produced the longest and most successful results (Sharma, 2015). This fact strengthens the above critique.
	A final and controversial critique of the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation, and in particular Melinda, was made by the Vatican. They were very critical of the foundation’s promotion of contraception for the purpose of empowering women and attempting to alleviate poverty (Gates, 2019). 
	To conclude, the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation is an independent organisation which aims to better the world and support individual’s human dignity and human rights. It invests heavily in improving health in poverty-stricken communities and aims to eradicate malaria and polio. The Foundation also aims to substantially alleviate the transmission of tuberculosis and HIV. They also hold high interest in education and global development (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). The foundation’s active in Africa, China, Europe, India and the Middle East.
	Mathiesen (2015), states that the foundation can be held in high regard for its support and contribution to international humanitarian programs such as the seventeen global goals, and legislation such as the universal declaration of human rights. The four mission aims it possesses, supports prosperity for the younger generation, encourages empowerment within economically deprived communities, eradicate infectious diseases as much as possible and inspire visitors to the foundation to help others and make a positive change to the world.
	There are however some critiques to be made against this foundation. As stated above, the sheer wealth and status of the foundation’s founders can significantly influence other organisations and governments to work towards their own agenda. Connett (2016), states that this can narrow the focus on other charitable organisations. Sharma (2015), also criticises the apparent ‘top-down’ approach the foundation utilises, which aims to tell individuals what they will receive instead of simply listening to what those individuals feel they require.
	Considering the positive and negative statements made against this foundation, it cannot be argued that their efforts contribute to humanitarian efforts, and support individuals in unfortunate circumstances. Their influence, motivation and commitment to making the world a better place can only be a positive in maintaining human dignity and human rights for all. 
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