                A2. Arrest: powers, procedures and options
In this essay, it will thoroughly evaluate in depth how both the victims and suspects are treated, presented and many more with their journey through the criminal justice system. Both victims and suspects can have total different treatment whether its a case of people choosing sides, individuals not trusting them or even individuals favouring one more than the other. This essay will cover all bases of both victims and suspects and will include plenty of resources to show in depth. It will also go into depth about how they will both be treated, some misconduct they face, the behaviour they receive of individuals, and unfairness with interactions within the law.
When victims are going through the criminal justice process, the victim normally has to wait quite a long period of time when it comes to updates, progression on the case etc. The victims have to give things such as statements, and the victims are normally provided with things such as support and advice depending on the severity of the case and the case itself (GOV.UK, 2013).
Normally the suspects when going through the criminal justice process, they will go through talking about the incident, an arrest being made, then they will go through interrogation. There is a short period of time that officers use which is considered the “Golden hour” which is stating that the time slot is the perfect time to collect any evidence at all (College Of Policing,2023).
When going through the justice system both the victim and the suspect will experience some time of abuse, this is normally individuals either disagreeing with what has been done to the victim or individuals not believing the victim. Alot of the time especially in Domestic Violence cases officers, and support agencies focus more on the women, and although most of the time the women are harmed, there are incidents where they can ignore the male when its the male that is in danger and also cannot offer support for the males (Broberg, 2022). Often or not the male victims in Domestic violence are not believed and belittled which often leads to them taking their own life, only 1 in 20 men seek for help, there is a case of BBC where a male had been abused by his partner, it started mentally and ended with severe physical abuse. He was ignored by the police many times until one officer knew something was wrong and couldn't leave him (BBC,2019).
Victims can sometimes be perceived as the perpetrator and the suspects get treated as the victims, often or not the victims are offered a lot of support or advice and it's there for them to take, but cases with domestic violence often leads to the victim forgiving their partner. The victims have a right under the Victims’ Code to be referred to services that support victims. They can contact them, or they can ask to be referred by their police contact (CPS, 2022).
The criminal justice system ‘seeks a balance between the rights of the accused (suspect) and the interests of society, including the victim. This balance is achieved through various stages, including investigation, prosecution, trial, and sentencing’ (College Of Policing, 2024). With this balance they must be fair and ensure that the outcome is the best interests for both parties, e.g for this would be DV it would be more beneficial for the victim and the suspect if the suspect was sentenced to either prison or had a restraining order given, this benefits the victim. 
If there was not enough evidence the justice system must take that into account and must see if there is enough accountability to charge the suspect, if the justice system were to imprison someone with a very thin line of evidence, the society could backlash. “Wrongful convictions have led to important reform in the criminal justice system, including the Police and Criminal Evidence Act1984” (Helm, 2023) , which also includes “procedural and evidential requirements seeking to reduce the risks of wrongful conviction caused by unreliable confession evidence” (Helm, 2023).
Victims and suspects both go through different things within the criminal justice system, sometimes one can have it easier and other times it's the complete opposite. A lot of people assume being a victim is easier than being the perpetrator, which is wrong, being a victim in most cases is a very long wait, while most of the time perpetrators are let out on bail enjoying their free time. Victims have to make statements while not missing a single detail, some have to attend therapy, some need counselling and some do not even make it as far as getting to see the suspect in prison. “Victims of crime are dying waiting for justice as they face delays of up to six years for their cases to be dealt with in court” the criminal justice system is failing massively when it comes to rape, sexual abuse, and child sexual abuse, these victims cannot bear it so much to the point they take their own life, a child had waited six years for her case to be taken to court, and due to such a long process she had taken her own life (Das, 2024). 
The criminal justice system let down victims a lot, while perpetrator's get to walk free for however long it takes for their case to reach the court, some cases are faster than others, e.g of this would be things such as manslaughter, murder, arson, GBH and many more. In the UK at this moment the biggest problem the UK are facing is violence against women and girls, the cases are ranging between sexual abuse, DV, murder, assault, rape and the list continues, with backlogs on court dates and the average assault case takes approximately 617 days, innocent victims are losing their lives, taking their lives, or cannot bear to live their lives ( Victims Commissioner, 2025). James Harvey a rape victim had twice tried to commit suicide and had been diagnosed with complex PTSD. His abuser had been on the run for 3 decades leaving the victim with no closure (McCann and Lawson, 2025).
As mentioned both victims and suspects can have quite different journeys in different aspects but they can also have quite similar journeys. Both victims and suspects are given support, guidance and advice from legal authority whether it is the police or if it is their lawyer. Lawyers will understand the victim's rights, offer supportive and non-judgmental advice, and advocate for their needs within the legal system, on the other hand suspects can be given free legal advice from their solicitor, where they will be advised how to proceed during interviews and to make sure the police are doing the right protocol (Gov.Uk, 2023).
When going through the justice system it is vital, that both the victim and suspect are fairly treated, that both are respected, and the case is to be fair. Often or not society loses more and more faith in the criminal justice system and “Two fifths (40%) of those whose crime was reported were dissatisfied with police response” (Victims Commissioner, 2024), the criminal justice system lets down all type of victims that go to court and often or not most of the time the suspect gets away with it or receive community work, which isn't the justice victims deserve. Victims feel as though justice isn't served, “73% of victims were not confident they could receive justice by reporting a crime” which shows to the society that no one is confident within the system, which makes individual's not want to even report crime (Victims Commissioner, 2024).
The criminal justice system need to focus on the balance and fairness of the situations both individuals are put into, e,g of this would be a victim who was severely abused having to see the perptrator enjoying their life, while the victim has to wait for the case to be put forward. Same thing for suspects in some aspect, some suspects are ready to admit it there and then, they are ready to be honest and tell the truth and the longer the case does not go to court the more they decide that prison isnt for them. Cases that are taken to ther court after years of waiting, come back with little to no justice served as sometimes the victims or evidence can be forgotten.
This essay, should have covered the balance and differences of both victims and suspects when going through the criminal justice system. Both sides have different experiences and go through different things, one side could be lying or the other side could be. The more evidence either side has the more likely it is to go in their favour. As stated throughout this essay, the criminal justice systems is dependent on the amount of evidence their is in the court, although they may be certain that one side of the party is lying, if that evidence isnt there to back it up nothing can proceed. Society today feel let down by our criminal justice system, and it would be best if the criminal justice system starts prioritising cases which have been backdated for years.
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