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Introduction
The report involves a method and how it applies to the police service, the method is called ATLAS. ATLAS is a strategy used within the police to reflect on offences that are being committed and their way of dealing with it, making it a more trustworthy and sensible service. Evidence Based Policing is a new reform in policing and ATLAS as an application that is now used in the reform. A real-life incident will be in this report and the case will be compared with the ATLAS application to see where it can be adapted and learnt from by the right and the wrongs from the case. The incident involves an individual named Steve Wright who murdered 5 sex workers and took advantage of their vulnerability. 
Evidence Based Policing
Evidence Based Policing helps police to become more effective and help develop new strategies to succeed in police missions. Gathering the best evidence to become a better service and to limit crimes, the police also use the “triple T” method which is targeting, testing and tracking. This helps make sure the police are not wasting money and crime is not increasing, the triple T helps guide the police in how to improve certain circumstances and to gather the best evidence and improve (Sherman, 2013). Evidence Based Policing is based on the concept that law enforcement department should respectfully use research intelligence to help mentor strategic and tactical arrangements (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). 
ATLAS
ATLAS is a method used by the police to be able to compare situations and incidents to see where they have gone right or wrong, and then to adapt and learn from those findings from the overall result. ATLAS stands for ask, test, learn, and adapt, ask means to reflect on situations that may have already taken place or are about to and then build a hypothesis from it. The police use it to ask questions about the crime or circumstance that has happened to help them build a better system. The test is used to create and assess different ideas and producing more evidence by analysing. Learn means asking questions about what may worked best or what idea turned out the worst and then creating a better solution out of the successes and fails. Adapt then suggests police to focus on the successes for then the police system to become more successful and more understanding towards the practices and policies that are based on the best evidence (College of Policing, 2016). ATLAS is a problem-solving cycle, to help the police become more efficient with evidence and to inform policing policies, decisions and practices. ATLAS will be used to reflect on crimes and situations that have taken place to be able to produce the best quality of evidence in the future. 
The Suffolk Strangler
In 2006 there were 5 cases of murders that were women, Steve Wright was the criminal who was strangling women and dumping their bodies in the countryside and they were naked. Only 2 of the 5 Women were strangled and the other 3 women deaths could not be established, the three bodies were found naked but two of them were posed in the position of a cross. The women were sex workers in Ipswich, and all went missing on different days but were all murdered between the dates of 30th October and 10th December 2006, this caused the community of Ipswich become very fearful of who around them is doing this sort of crime.
The police asked many questions to individuals who lived near the area of Ipswich where the bodies were dumped to ask if they have seen any suspicious activity or anyone dumping bodies, over 10,000 calls from the public and interviews were in place and there was still no luck finding information. The police and investigators were not getting much luck which showed they were headed in the wrong direction, they learned from their mistake by investigating more thoroughly by trying to find a DNA from the victims, but the first two bodies were in water making the DNA hard to recover, but when the other three bodies were found, they were discovered in a woodland making it easier to gather a DNA from the body (The Guardian, 2008). Steve Wright only had one piece of criminal activity and that was a theft in 2003, after that first incident of theft DNA was taken back then and that is how the police had a DNA match with Steve Wright (The Sun, 2020). Microscopic fibres of his clothing, home and car were found on all 5 bodies, he was taken into custody for questioning and showed no engagement with the questions that were provided for him to answer. One of the questions involved asking him how his DNA was on both individuals naked bodies that were found deceased, he answered with a statement of only two words, which was “no comment” (On Demand Entertainment, 2008). The DNA matched Steve Wright, giving the police department a closer path to charge the person for the awful killings of the 5 women and a closer step to getting the individual prosecuted.
After realising that the DNA was found of Steve Wright, the police and investigators reflected over the incident and situation with the DNA and searched his car to find specks of the blood of two women that were murdered on his car and blood of even both women’s blood on his reflective jacket (The Guardian, 2008). When the investigators first tested the DNA sample and found out it was Steve Wright's they learnt from the past to investigate more areas to find more evidence and searched the defendant’s car giving them more proof to confirm the offender is Steve Wright. 
Investigators watched footage of the area in Ipswich from CCTV trying to find a link to Steve Wright, the investigators failed to find anything to link Steve Wright to the place of the crime scenes. Once the investigators figured out, they were not finding any footage from the CCTV and watched 10,000 hours’ worth, they adapted and brought in a specialist of CCTV and an automatic number plate system to track Steve Wright’s number plate of his car. After they took that action, they suddenly found Wright’s car in a red-light area near the times the five women disappeared (Crime Investigation, 2021). ATLAS was used in this circumstance by using the adapting and learning section and introducing specialist to help find footage of Steve Wright. 
The case of Steve Wright and these 5 women made the police realise how much danger and vulnerability sex workers must face, sex workers are now being seen more as endangered victims rather than criminals. The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) reflected on the case and amended its guidance in 2011 and understood that sex workers wellbeing should have more awareness and help, learning from the mistakes from the Suffolk Strangler case that involved the sex workers being attacked and murdered (BBC NEWS, 2016). The ACPO set out strategies to prevent this type of circumstance from occurring again, to protect individuals and communities from any harm and threat that can be caused due to prostitution, this case has made awareness towards those who are vulnerable and to ensure support is provided (ACPO, 2011). The police understand that there is nothing they can do about prostitution and sex workers but understanding the effects it can have on some individuals and the exposure they are involved in. The police have asked themselves why this type of case has occurred and realised it is because of vulnerable people and individuals taking advantage of them, they are testing out new strategies to help prevent situations that involve the Steve Wright case, and they are adapting and learning by making awareness of these problems that are happening to people. 
Investigators and police used the DBA database to capture Steve Wright when finding his DNA, the Suffolk Police were congratulated and praised for the convictions of the serial killer from Suffolk. The investigators and police adjusted to the fact that testing DNA is such an advance and easier way to be correct on who may have convicted crimes. Testing the DNA strategy has become a success and such importance, 2008 the database of DNA was able to prosecute 452 homicides, 644 rapes, 222 other sex offences and 1,800 other brutal crimes in the past year (BBC NEWS, 2008). Realising the DNA strategy is a good way to prove crimes and catch the individuals responsible for those crimes but otherwise, they may go free. There has been a change in the legislation to criminalise the act of paying for the sexual services of an individual who are put through exploitation (Policing and Crime Act 2009).
Conclusion
ATLAS is a good method to be able to use to reflect on circumstances and situations that have happened to be able to ensure a better outcome with crimes and convictions in the future. When the police used the DNA database and realised it is a helpful way to find evidence, they tested and adapted that strategy, and it became a cooperative program for the police and investigators. ATLAS made the police service ask themselves questions on what is happening around them during a crime scene, trying to figure out which way is the best direction to go and how to do it, it has improved the outcomes of convictions and prosecutions. The model was applied when the police were not having much luck finding footage to gather more evidence on Steve Wright, they thought about what they were doing and tested out a new idea by bringing in professional help, people who are specialised with CCTV and number plate readings, this made it much easier and more reliable and it was a success. During the Suffolk Strangler case, the police and investigators asked themselves what to do next, tested their new ideas and strategies, learned whether their new ideas worked, and adapted to the strategies and ideas for future reference. ATLAS is a great model to help the service to assess and reflect on all cases giving them a more confident and reliable outcome.
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