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Burkitt, F. C. (1922, May). The Religion of the Manichees. The Journal of Religion, 2, 263-276. Retrieved from https://www.jstor.org/stable/1195142
The Religion of the Manichees is the oldest article considered here, being only a couple of years from its centenary. It is written from a distinctly 1920s Christian perspective in that it regards the Manichean beliefs as a heresy that potentially posed a great danger to the Church in a time of transition. Despite this, it handles the topic in a very well-mannered fashion and contextualises the subject for a reader who might take issue with the academic terminology used in the study. The article offers an excellent overview of the Manichean mythology and central doctrine in a concise and intelligible way. This makes it a good, well-written introduction to the core of Manichean beliefs, not least because it gives a few primary sources to base opening research on.

Collier, J. T. (2018). Debating Perseverance: The Augustinian Heritage in Post-Reformation England. Oxford Scholarship Online. Retrieved from https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780190858520.001.0001/oso-9780190858520
Debating Perseverance is an analysis of Augustine’s impact on Reformation thought in the post-Reformation era Church of England. This debate turned out to be one of greater relevance to Reformed thought than anticipated. The second chapter in particular studies Augustine’s influence on thought and belief in the Church of England and demonstrates a desire within the Church to keep to catholic tradition and Augustinian theology when possible. The book itself is well-written and makes good use of the case study of the Cambridge controversy in explaining the background to the Lambeth Articles. However, it was written for a wider series on theology and presumes a degree of familiarity with theological terms and uses them with little to no explanation. In summary, this is a good contribution to the study of Reformation development. However, it is not very helpful to a study of the Manichees.

Kaufman, P. I. (2012). Augustine on Manicaeism and Charisma. Religions, 808-816. doi:10.3390/rel3030808
Augustine on Manichaeism and Charisma is a brief treatise on the contrast between Manichean and orthodox Christian beliefs and Augustine’s evolving disillusionment with Manichean philosophy, especially as he became more aware of how Manichean claims of intellectual knowledge offered no end of promises and no beginning of fulfilment. Overall, this work has a rather humanist interpretation of Augustine’s conversion to Christianity. However, it gives a very good analysis of Augustine’s transition and the differences between his old self-proclaimed Manichean masters and his new Christ-proclaiming Christian teachers. As this article makes references to other studies around Augustine’s relationship with the Manichees, it seems a good starting point for further research in his relationship with the movement.

Visser, A. S. (2011). Reading Augustine in the Reformation: The Flexibility of Intellectual Authority in Europe, 1500-1620. Oxford Scholarship Online. Retrieved from https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780190858520.001.0001/oso-9780190858520
Reading Augustine has some overlap with Debating Perseverance in that it covers the reception of Augustine in the later 16th century as part of its study. However, it goes further in its scope by examining both Catholic and Protestant perspectives and the development process the new readings of Augustine were formed by. It sheds light on the impact printed editions of Augustine’s works had on how his writings were received. It also raises an interesting point of how the introduction of modern categorisation and annotation of texts helped facilitate a selective approach to reading Augustine’s works. Part of the discussion covered is contemporary Renaissance humanism and how his legacy was received by the new scholastic culture that was emerging. In summary, a very interesting read and one that is well worth studying as part of understanding the Reformation and Augustine’s role in it.
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