Article 28 of the UNCRC (1989) states: 
‘Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free. Secondary education must be available for every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this.’ 

In order for there to be ‘Education for All’, then the above quote from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child, needs to happen, strategies need to be put in to place, in order to get the desired outcome and cover all aspects. The writer will be discussing barriers to engagement for education for children in Uganda, with a focus on the education barriers for girls, compared to the situation for children in Wales. This will be approached from a global perspective, referring to local and global policies that are being developed and are already in place. Along with the role of governments and international organisations in overcoming these many barriers, following the sustainable development agenda. The writer has chosen to focus on Uganda, a low income country within Africa, comparing the findings to the situation of children in Wales, United Kingdom.

‘Globalisation is the process by which the world is becoming increasingly interconnected as a result of massively increased trade and cultural exchange.’ (BBC Bitesize, 2014) Globalisation can be economic, with the movement of goods and trade, aswell as there being Social or cultural globalisation, with cultures and traditions spreading all over the world. There is also political globalisation, where government policies, Like the UNCRC are shared and developed over the world. Globalisation is where the world can work together, like in natural disasters, like tsunami’s and earthquakes, the United Kingdom can be made aware as quick as possible and are then able to help as rapidly as they can. Aswell as this it can help to raise awareness of issues like deforestation and global warming, and the links that they have to sustainable development. (BBC Bitesize, 2014) There are many different views of globalisation, one of these is the Transformationalist view. They believe, along with postmodernists that the impacts of globalisation have been exaggerated but they argue that it is foolish to reject the concept. Transformationalists argue that the flow of cultural globalisation is not just one way, ‘from the west to the developing world’, it can be exchanged the other way, the western culture can be influenced, changed and enriched by many cultures from the developing world. They argue that western cultures do not ‘swallow up’ the local cultures, however, it is the other way round, with the people from developing countries select the different aspects of the western culture, adapting them to their own needs. This view sees the global media being beneficial to the developing world as it is responsible for diffusing the different cultures around the world, then creating new global styles. They see it as a ‘positive phenomenom’ as it has created a new style of global consumers, in developed and developing countries, which they can then create their own global identity from. (Revise Sociology, 2015) 

Africa is the only continent to have developed their own child rights document, specific to their own region. The ‘African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child’ (ACRWC) is the main document in Africa when discussing and developing strategies for children’s rights. They have focused and built on the same principles on the ‘UN Convention on the Rights of the Child’, however, the ACRWC has focused on the issues that are important to Africa specifically and have written all of the articles in an African context. (ACERWC, 2018) The UNCRC has 54 articles, incorporating a range of different rights, however the ACRWC has 48 Articles which focus on different rights, these are more Africa based than the UNCRC. The ACRWC was adopted by the Organisation of African Unity in 1990 and was put in place in 1999. (Save the Children, 2010) Article 28 of the UNCRC links to article 11 of the ACRWC.

Article 11 of the ACRWC (1999) states: 
‘Every child has the right to an education, to develop his or her personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. This Education also includes the preservation and strengthening of positive African morals, traditional values and cultures. Governments should also take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community.’

The development by Africa of the UNCRC links to political globalisation as they have taken the policy document, adapted it and then implemented it with their own changes, with their own cultures, co-operating together through politics. Uganda has adopted both the UNCRC, signing the document on 17th August 1990, and the ACRWC, signing the document on the 26th February 1992.  

Ekundayo, O (2015) wrote a paper about how the UNCRC is the first legally binding global document with a focus on children’s rights and whether or not there was a need for a separate document on these rights, as he believed that both documents complemented and reinforced each other. The Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1959), which had ten principles, is the foundation that both of the documents are based on. Ekundayo stated that some of the rights are just mirror images already spoken about in the UNCRC, with the ACRWC using a great number of points from the first global document, however, in some of the articles, either rights document can provide more protection to children than the other one. Focusing on some of his points about Articles 28 and 29 of the UNCRC, which wales follows in all of its policies, and the ACRWC that Uganda follows, there are a couple of differences between the two. They both state that basic education should be compulsory and free, however, following Uganda’s issues over gender inequality and barriers to girls accessing education, they have said that it is requirements to take ‘special measures to female, gifted and disadvantaged children’, aswell as placing an obligation on states to ensure that pregnant girls can continue with their education as in Africa, education for girls is not encouraged and pregnant girls then drop out of education. These have been addressed and taken care of in the ACRWC. The African document promotes African morals, traditions and culture, however, the Global rights document does not have that included in their document. Alongside this, the ACRWC does not mention any secondary education, something that could be important in Africa as it would enable them to learn a trade following their secondary education. Ekundayo stated that the ACRWC has been ‘Founded upon’ the UNCRC, however that is also reflect the African Cultures and values, with it also challenging traditional African views. He stated that both the UNCRC and the ACRWC have had remarkable impacts on the lives of children worldwide. Following both documents, Many African states have become more child-friendly. (Ekundayo, 2015) 

There are many different barriers to education all throughout the world, that every country will possibly face, regardless of their situation, however, the writer will focus on the barriers in education for girls. Uganda is a low income country with its main barriers to education being, Poverty, Conflict, Rural Areas, Gender – Early Marriage, Violence in and around schools and Gender. (Educate a child, 2012) In Uganda, there is especially high barriers to education for girls. School fees can limit enrolment to many families across Uganda, many families keep their children at home during the school day to look after their siblings and then their parents go out to work, or they would go to work themselves. Within families in Uganda, girls are more valued on learning how to take care of the home than on going to school, meaning that if a family is struggling and have limited money, then they will give their sons priority on education over their daughters. Aswell as there being financial barriers, there is also a lack of safe water at school, with the sources being dirty, meaning that there is more chance of children catching diseases through drinking the water, or washing in the water. For girls, this can be a big issue as they are approaching the age of menstruation. Due to the lack of sanitation and even privacy when they go to school, many girls in Uganda will prefer to stay at home than go to school while they are on their cycle, some girls will even drop out of school completely once they have reached the age of puberty. These barriers are not just limited to Uganda, they occur all over Africa. ‘According to UNICEF, 1 in 10 school girls in Africa miss classes or drop out completely due to their monthly cycle.’ (Hartnell, No Date) 

Poverty is a key barrier in the Education of girls. Many girls in Uganda, are forced to marry young, for a ‘bride price’, as well as teenagers being exchanged for cattle into a forced marriage. In the sub-region Karamoja, if a girl is less educated, then the price that a family gets for her is higher, so many families see that the best way to prepare their daughter for marriage, is to help at home and not get an education. 

‘Approximately 35% of girls drop out of school because of Early Marriage and 23% drop out due to pregnancy. Over 15% of married women aged 20-49 are married by the age of 15 and nearly half (49%) are married by the age of 18.’ (Global Partnership, 2018) 

Many schools across Uganda are not ‘Female Friendly’, with girls sometimes being made to feel ‘Second Class’ and many could even be sexually abused while at school. Many girls do no have time for their school homework as they are spending each day up all night, finishing their chores and attending schools, meaning that they are either late for school the next day or they will miss it altogether, leading to them dropping out altogether. (Global Partnership, 2018) 
In many cultures within Uganda, it is a local tradition for girls to be married off for money, affecting their education. Uganda is very male dominated, which has led to high amounts of Gender inequality. It is seen as female priority for them to carry out the chores around the house, to look after the children and to care in illnesses, these are all time-consuming tasks, that means as a result their education will suffer.  

In 2013-14, the population of Uganda was 36,759,000 people. Out of this population, there was a primary school age population of 7,152,800, within this figure 439,143 children in primary were out of school. The official school entry age in Uganda is age six, with the compulsory education age group being six to twelve. (Educate a child, 2018) In 2011, in Wales the population was 3,063,456 people. In January 2017, there were 466,508 pupils in local authority-maintained schools, primary and secondary. The compulsory start age for children in wales is now Five, having to stay in school until the age of sixteen, the government have then put in place that children have to stay in some form of education until they are eighteen, this being sixth form, college or an apprenticeship. 

Uganda is a country in East-central Africa, with dozens of ethnic groups living within the country. The English language and Christianity unites the number of diverse people in this country, the Swahili language unites Uganda with the countries neighbours, Kenya and Tanzania. One of Uganda’s main agricultural economy benefit is their coffee, which they provide all over the world, through the help of globalisation, that has now become a favourite throughout the countries. In October 1962, Uganda obtained formal independence, with English being the language of the Government and Education. (Britannica, 2018) 

In early 1997, an initiative was introduced called ‘Universal Primary Education’, in this initiative the government would pay the tuition fees for all orphans and up to 4 children per family, which eventually resulted in an increase in school attendance. Following the success of this initiative, a similar programme was developed, in early 2007, for post primary education. As there is a limited number of secondary schools in Uganda, within the educational system, private schools are an important aspect. (Britannica, 2018) This initiative however, did not seem to work with the four children from each family, due to the structures of the families in Uganda, so the President in Uganda decided to open the free education to all children in each family – However, there are many hidden costs to education, making the programme not entirely free and sometimes the poor parents will not be able to cope with the costs, meaning their children would still not reach schooling. (Global South, 2018) This links to the UNCRC article as it states that ‘Every child has a right to an education. Primary education must be free.’ 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Government of Uganda has worked hard and made considerable progress in improving the status of the girl over the previous decade. In June 2015, the Ugandan Government developed a document called ‘The National Strategy to End Child Marriage and Teenage Pregnancy.’ They wanted this to happen between 2014/15 up until 2019/20, by creating a framework that reflects on their commitment to end the practice of child marriage and other violence against girls, including teenage pregnancy. It has been developed following the fact that for the last 30 years, there has been no change in the ‘median age’ for first marriage which averages at 17.9 years, even though there have been a number of strategies in place already. This National Strategy shoes how the principles, objectives and resources, with the appropriate co-ordination to ensure the effective implementation of the interventions needed to end child marriage and teenage pregnancy. There are a number of key focus areas, the first one is that an improved policy and legal environment has been developed in order to protect child and promote the rights of both girls and boys, something that has not happened in the past. Another of the focus areas in Uganda is that they are trying to improve the access to sexual and reproductive health services and education. They are also trying to change the social norms and the way people thinking about child marriage in communities, with also a focus on the giving boys and girls the correct information to help children recognise that child marriage and early pregnancy is a huge violation on their rights. Arranged marriages for adolescent girls in Uganda is very common, with women living in Urban areas, about age 20, getting married about two years later than women living in rural areas, around age 17.6. In 2011, statistics showed that more than a third of women aged 20-49, gave birth by the age of 18, and more than half had their first baby by the age of 20. Aswell as this, statistics have shown that there is a positive relationship between poverty, education and pregnancy, with girls from poorer households and no education with a higher rate of pregnancy. One of the negatives of teenage pregnancy, is that there is an indication of adolescents being unprotected and then have a high exposure to HIV infection. This is something that due to poverty and poor sanitation, cannot be treated effectively, along with any problems that occur due to having a teenage pregnancy. (UNICEF Uganda, 2015) 

In England and Wales, Statistics show that in 2016, the conception rate was 18.9 conceptions per thousand women aged between 15 to 17 years. Over the years the number of teenage pregnancies Governments should also take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community has decreased. According to the Office for National Statistics, there are a number of different factors which could possibly explain these decreases, the various governments have invested in different programmes, like sex education and having the chance to access contraceptives easier, and that the contraceptives are being made more public. They also stated that young women have higher aspirations, wanting to stay in education, aswell as the stigma that comes with being a teenage mother, the negative stereotypes linked to teenage mothers involves things like family breakdown, and poor parenting. (Office for National Statistics, 2018) 

‘Educate!’ is an organisation that is dedicated to tackling youth employment in Uganda, as in Africa the unemployment rate for youths is 70%. The government found that they were not leaving school with the skills needed so developed a new initiative. This secondary school programme gives children the leadership and workforce readiness skills, and fundraising skills, along with many others needed to succeed in the business world. The lessons keep children focused, encouraging students to start their own businesses. In one school in Uganda, they have an Educate Club, where child can go and create their own project, selling it and investing in other projects and the community. This programme prioritises a 50% gender balance, teaching the children about gender awareness. One project in the school is making washable sanitary pads, as they found that many of the girls were missing classes due to their cycles, being unable to afford pads, so they then had to stay at home. This project teaches the children that it is not all about the profit that they make, but the impact that they have on the communities around them. (Rebel Education, 2017) 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development recognises that working to get rid of poverty is the greatest global challenge that is a great requirement in sustainable development. This Universal Agenda has 17 goals and 169 targets, in order to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls. These targets and goals, all balance out the three dimensions of sustainable development, which are Economic, Social and Environmental. The Agenda has been committed to being fully implemented by 2030, to ending poverty and hunger, combating inequalities and to build peaceful societies to name a few of their commitments. Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development Goals is to ‘Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.’ (Sustainable Development, 2015) Linking to the barriers for girls previously discussed in Uganda, this Goal is extremely important to help try and balance out the education for all, boys and girls. Aswell as Goal 5, which is to ‘Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls’, and Goal 6 – ‘Ensure Availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation.’ For the situation in Uganda, these goals are extremely crucial as Girls are dropping out of school during their cycle as they are unable to access the appropriate Sanitation. If this goal is achieved, all over Uganda then there is more chance for the girls to stay in school, instead of dropping out for hygiene reasons. NTV Uganda, (2018) have documented that Policy makers in Uganda are being urged to take part in fast-tracking the Education for All goal if they are to accomplish the task by the year 2030, they must take in to account the positives and challenges in order to meet the target. 

Conclusion.

In Conclusion, there are many different barriers facing universal education, especially for girls in Uganda. In order for Education for All, the countries all across the world, developed and developing countries need to work together to achieve the Sustainable development agenda by the year 2030. Uganda has been attempting to achieve this by implementing a number of different initiatives. This assignment has focused on the education barriers for girls, however, there are many more barriers in education. Tackling the Child marriage and pregnancy aswell as balancing out the gender equality, links to both the UNCRC and more specifically the ACRWC through the specific part of the article – ‘Governments should also take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community.



