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This portfolio is based on my ten-day placement or 80-hour 

equivalent at a primary school in Carmarthenshire. 

I was placed as a 1:1 within the Early Years setting with my 

main role being supporting one student in the morning and a 

different student in the afternoon.  

My specific role with each child varied different, this was de-

pendent on needs, how the individual child needed support-

ing or if there were specific tasks set by the class teacher. 

On the occasion that my set 1:1 students were not in school, 

I supported the nursery, reception, or Year 1 classroom as a 

general teaching assistant. My roles for this was to support 

student completing their reading, writing, or numeracy skills. 
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The aim of this 

task was to have 

the children write 

down the emotion 

they were feeling 

in Welsh, due to 

the nature of their 

age, my role was 

to supervise, en-

courage, and 

write the emotion 

that they said 

they were feeling 

in yellow ink so 

they could trace 

over it.   

The aim of this 

task was to 

have the chil-

dren write down 

the letters ‘I’ and 

‘n’. With only a 

starting point for 

each letter. My 

role for this task 

was to set up 

the page in 

each of their 

books ready for 

the task, super-

vise a group of 

children working  

and encourage 

independent 

learning and 

writing. 

This task was set and completed by myself. 

According to the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education, “A well-

chosen text provides rich language models and structures from which 

children can learn how writing works and the effect it can have on a 

reader” (CLPE, 2018) . Learning and using these tools can help moti-

vate students and their writing development styles as they get older. 
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The aim for this task was to get my 1:1 

child familiar with seeing repetitive 

words and getting them to repeat it, the 

added element of the different textures 

within the book added a stimulant to 

the task for them, too. My role for this 

task was to supervise, read the book 

and teach pronunciation of words for 

repetition all whilst encouraging inde-

pendence and motivating learning. 

The aim for this task was to get the children to read me their book inde-

pendently, each page had a section for myself to read and then for them to 

read. My role in this task was to supervise them effectively, trace with my 

finger as I read and to ensure that they were reading properly and pro-

nouncing words correctly. I then had to write in their journal and give out a 

new book to read if necessary. 

This task was set and completed by myself. 

There are many benefits of reading in childhood, these include; “developing empathy, 

assisted cognitive development, gaining deeper understanding, building stronger rela-

tionships, a more extensive vocabulary, higher concentration levels, higher levels of 

creativity and imagination” (Collier, 2019) . Each of these skills learned has the potential 

to help a person have a higher chance of success later in life.. 
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The aim for this task was to solve a puzzle of a hedgehog which was on theme for 

the class. My role for this task was to support and encourage completion, and at 

times offering solutions or different ways of thinking when it came to putting the 

puzzle pieces together. 

This activity was repeated four times by the child as they enjoyed it and after the 

first time completing the puzzle, they were able to complete it by themselves, mean-

ing that my role then was just to support, offer encouragement and give appraisal 

after completion. 

 

 

“Problem-solving plays a vital role in children's cognitive development. It encour-

ages creativity because it allows kids to view situations from different perspec-

tives” (Sam, 2021) . This gained knowledge and viewpoint allows children to think 

more critically and creatively when dissecting a specific problem. 

This task was set and completed by myself. 
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The aim of this task was to 

identify, verbalise and write 

the numbers 1-6. Each 

number was repeated four 

times in different coloured 

pencil each time. There 

was also the added aim of 

staying in-between the lines 

of the printed numbers. 

My role for this task was to help the student identify what the numbers were, correct any mis-

pronunciation and guide through verbalising how to write each number, for example, number 4 

I said “Down the hill, across the river and over the pond.” I was offering encouragement, ap-

praisal and supporting throughout the activity. 

This task was set and completed by myself. 

There are many benefits on developing numeracy skills in primary education, these in-

clude’; “cognitive development, school readiness, mathematical proficiency, confidence, 

independence, and real-life application” (Educationist, 2020) . 
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The aim of these tasks were the same; to complete a rainbow. The first activity was given so 

that my 1:1 could recognise which colours went where and then to recreate the rainbow 

again afterwards as independently as possible. My role within the first activity was to offer a 

selection of colours and my 1:1 then had to input the colours into the rainbow, I also was 

there to encourage, support, and appraise the student. My role for the second activity was to 

get the correct colours readily available and offer encouragement, appraisal and support if 

and where necessary.  

This task was set and completed by myself. 

Creating play “develops valuable language and communication skills that they need in 

everyday life. This sets the foundation of their skills and knowledge to benefit them in 

the future whilst helping them strategise, communicate, and encourage their social 

skills” (Monkey, 2020) . 



Based on the four models of reflection in education pro-

posed by Gore and Zeichner (1991), sourced through 

John Dabell (2018), I will now reflect on three specific 

tasks that I set for the students to complete during my 

placement. 

 

         (John Dabell, 2018). 
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Before completing this task I understood to the best of my ability the task itself. 

I felt as though I was organised and prepared for the task, I gathered extra 

books in readiness in case books needed to be exchanged. I had all the materi-

als necessary to complete the task successfully. Each student was assessed 

individually as not to be biased, they each got my undivided attention. I asked 

each student at the end of the task how well they understood the reading mate-

rial and then to re-pronounce any words that they may have struggled with.  

I felt confident and comfortable delivering this task based on the knowledge I 

had on how to complete the task successfully. I felt as though my aims for the 

task were relevant and appropriate for the age of the students. At the end of the 

task there was a brief evaluation on the students skills and I feel as though I 

was able to determine their success, engagement skills, reading skills and abil-

ity and therefore either progress them onto their next book or keep them on the 

same book for additional reading development. 

If I were to complete this task again I wouldn’t change anything about the task 

itself, however, I would move the location to a quieter area so I could hear the 

child more clearly. I was really happy with how this task turned out. 
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I was a little apprehensive before completing this task. I understood how to go 

about completing the task, I felt as though I was organised and physically pre-

pared for the task. The children were to write each number four times and then 

match it to the correct numicon piece (not pictured for data and identity protec-

tion). I had all the materials necessary to complete the task successfully. As this 

was one of the first tasks I completed within a group, I felt nervous about how I 

was going to manage the group of children and how to keep them all engaged 

with the activity throughout the duration of the task. I sought advice/guidance from 

the class teacher, and they gave me sayings to say to regain focus and attention, 

and they also gave me the guidance of using short clapping routines to regain 

control over any noise disruption. I felt a lot better after the conversation with the 

class teacher—and got straight into the activity with the children. The task ended 

up running rather smoothly, there was a little hiccup when a child didn’t fully un-

derstand the task, but luckily at that time I was able to re-explain 1:1 and ensure 

they fully understood the task before encouraging them and the rest of the group 

to try and complete their work independently.  

If I were to complete this task again, I would triple check that the children under-

stood the task effectively by asking them questions about the task or asking the 

children to reiterate the task back to me. 
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As this task was similar to the numeracy task I had previously completed with a 

group of children, I recalled what worked and what didn’t work and from that previ-

ous experience, I feel as though I then had a clearer idea and better mindset head-

ing into this task. I was organised ahead of time. I took my time ensuring that the 

children understood the task fully before encouraging them to try and complete the 

task independently. There was a child within my group whom had recently moved 

here from a different part of the world, because of this there was a language barri-

er. To help reduce any issues of this, I used a lot of visual aids for the child and 

asked them to repeat and copy my actions. This ended up having a positive effect 

and the child was able to complete their work. I felt really pleased with this accom-

plishment and how I handled things. Overall, the task ran smoothly, whish I was 

very happy about. This task was also being evaluated by the head of early years 

which I though would make me feel nervous, but I remained calm and in control. I 

received a lot of positive feedback from this evaluation which made me feel very 

confident with my ability of leading a group of children within an activity. 

If I were to complete this task again, with the experience I now have, I would feel 

confident undergoing the task, I thought on my feet quickly and effectively, I would 

stay open-minded that I’m working with children and sometimes things just don’t go 

to plan, however, I feel confident that I have the ability to handle almost all situa-

tions. 
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