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In this assessment I will critically analyse the film ‘Spartacus.’ I will use specialist film terminology to help the audience have a deeper understanding of ‘Spartacus.’ For the viewers, who hopefully will then be able to watch the film in a variety of different ways and notice, even the smaller details that would normally not be picked up on. To be able to fully analyse any film it needs to be watched several times and even paused and rewound at certain points to make notes about any aspects necessary, also, what an important part of the film is it needs to be enjoyed because once watched and enjoyed it makes the task of analysing the film far more enjoyable. If the film is enjoyable it makes the task of analysing the film less of a chore and can make a person more aware and appreciate all aspects.
The film is based on the book ‘Spartacus’ written by Howard Fast. ‘Spartacus’ was produced in 1960 by Kirk Douglas. He created the film due to the fact he didn’t get the role of Judah Ben-Hur in the film ‘Ben-Hur’ and the role was given to Charlton Heston instead.
The main theme of ‘Spartacus’ is to show how one man can inspire others into fighting a justly cause to make a better life for all who are enslaved and in doing so he became not only a hero but a legend as well.
The original Spartacus was from Thrace, which is now the southeast Balkan region. Spartacus served in the Roman forces until he was captured and sold as a slave. He helped to organise an escape from the gladiator school, and they escaped into the region of Mount Vesuvius. Spartacus and the free slaves travelled from village to village to recruit other slaves and prisoners with his co-leaders Crixus and Oenomaus, this was made easy to recruit them because Spartacus equally split any valuables they obtained. In the last battle he was killed by two centurions, but his body was never recovered.
In the film ‘Spartacus’ he rode to different villages, the visitors welcomed, respected and rejoiced him for freeing them, as is shown in the scene where he first meets Antoninus. The way the villagers viewed Spartacus is with a deep gratitude. In the scene were Antoninus is showing his magic tricks for an intimate group, Spartacus is amused by him, especially laughing when he cracks the egg on his head. After that Antoninus recites a poem for them all, Spartacus is entranced, and he then explains to Antoninus that he doesn’t need to fight as he can raise the slave's spirits with his entertaining abilities.
The character who means the most to Spartacus is Varinia, his wife. He is affectionate with her and loves her deeply. Their love started whilst he was at the gladiator school, he was honourable to her as she was given to him for a night and he refused to rape her because she was vulnerable, this showed her that he had moral standards unlike most of the other gladiators.
As they travel to different villages the slaves build obstacle courses to help with their fighting and movement abilities, as Spartacus watches them, he is overwhelmed with pride, because how hard they are fighting for their freedom. 
Throughout the film his dialogue towards other slaves was dignified and he made the slaves feel like they were all equals. Before the final battle he addresses all the slaves, he motivates them and gives them hope. He is passionate about freedom for all slaves all over the country and wants them all to be independent, he is prepared to give his life to fight for the rights of the other slaves, to give them a life they all deserve. 
Some of the speeches he gives can be seen as slightly excessive to what may have happened; however, a passionate dialogue will add more of a dramatic feel towards the scene and the film in general.
When Spartacus is on the cross being sacrificed it shows a close up of his face when he sees Varinia and his son leaving as free people, no longer slaves, it gives the viewers a bittersweet contrast of his situation.
The use of natural light throughout the film gives it a more realistic feel especially considering the era it is set in. In the mine pit the natural light makes it look uncomfortable for the slaves, they look hot, sweaty and exhausted, which is how the slaves would have looked and felt. 
Inside the prison the lighting is low and dark, the emotional response from the audience could be a sense of despair and with no hope. This is a massive contrast to when they start the gladiator training because when they come into the arena it is bright and full of natural light which then could give a feeling of excitement and adrenaline. The low-key lighting makes the prison look harsh, and, with the dark background of the prison draws the eye to Spartacus and Varinia, this could show that the lighting effect gave the audience the chance to see how the love between these two characters started. Lighting is essential as with the different lighting styles the audience get to see how the characters view each other. In the scene were Antoninus was doing his magic tricks is a case of high key lighting, the light is even throughout the whole scene it shows that every part and person was just as important as everything else and it gave a sense of a particular group moment and with the soft lighting it gives that scene a humorous essence. When Spartacus was being sacrificed the lighting was again natural as it was outside but also looked as if a back light was being used to make his face more dire. In Timothy Corrigan ‘A Short Guide to Writing about Film’ he says that lighting allows a filmmaker to direct a viewer's attention in a certain way or a certain atmosphere, this is shown when Spartacus and the other slaves escape, they discover a small village and Spartacus finds Varinia. They seem to be in the light more than anything else.
‘Spartacus’ was mainly filmed in California and Madrid. The opening scene in the mine pit was filmed in Death Valley which was perfect for this scene because nothing can live or grow there so it looked a completely hopeless area, which was what the mines were similar to. The history itself was based in Sicily, but in the production Death Valley was the best place to film such a cruel scene. 
The battle scenes were filmed in a variety of places in Madrid. Spain is a diverse country with many different landscapes so they could get the right area with an excellent background. The locations that were picked were as close as possible to how Ancient Rome would have looked.
The exterior of Crassus’ villa was Hearst Castle based in San Simeon, owned by William Randolf Hearst. The outside of the building has white marble columns with a swimming pool classed as the Neptune Pool. This castle was picked because of its luxurious looks and a collection of architectural details it possesses.
A lot of the filming was at Universal Studios. ‘Spartacus Square’ was built, and, is still there for visitors to see. It is where Marcus Crassus addresses the Roman soldiers on the Roman Senate steps.
The costumes used were as close as possible for that era. The rich costumes in the film were a bit more opulent than what they were in reality and the costumes for the poor was more ragged than they would have been, this makes sense in films to show the difference between the social classes. The costumes are a big aspect of any film, but with ‘Spartacus’ even more so, because of the difference there is from every other period and how iconic the Roman soldiers and gladiator clothing was. 
Every time you saw a Roman soldier, he looked formidable and dangerous. The final battle in ‘Spartacus’ the Roman soldiers were dressed in full battle gear and the slaves were still in ragged clothing. The clothing could be seen to identify certain characteristics in the bearer, the rags show that the people wearing them are free and no longer slaves whereas the Roman soldier clothing can show oppression.
Spartacus wore dark grey rags when in prison, which proves that he had no power or control on his life. In the arena the slaves wore less, which was significant due to the fact that the gladiator trainer painted on the body points which would be fatal, which would be very painful and would lead to a slow agonising death for any opponent.
The costumes were very striking and stood out, and on occasions more so than some of the characters. 
A point of view is what we can visually see on the screen. The point of view in any film is not necessarily all about the main character and what they see and go through, it can be back stories and what is happening parallel to the shot being shown. Camera angles are very important, when a character is reflecting on events, such as when Spartacus is on the cross being crucified and he sees that his wife and son are free, the camera angle is where he would be looking so that would be seen through his eyes. An interesting aspect of point of view is that it can be used by many different characters, so it is possible to see the world in a variety of different ways.
When Crassus visits Batiatus, two gladiator fights to the death were arranged. Spartacus had to fight Draba, and Spartacus was disarmed but, instead of killing him Draba tried to get to and kill Crassus, before being killed by a guard. The audience sees how the gladiators were before the fight, how they were scared but calm and after the fight when Draba jumps up to kill Crassus the point of view changes so the audience sees the viewpoint from Crassus who, was startled. 
In this film there is first, second- and third-person point of view. Spartacus in his final speech uses first and second person point of view as he talks about how he visions the future of all slaves and how they all fought and believed in their cause. At the Roman senate they spoke about Spartacus in the third person as they spoke about how ‘he’ has freed slaves and how ‘he’ gave hope to the slaves.  
In conclusion there are many different aspects to consider other than the aspects I have wrote about. In characters it is shown about their growth and inspiration throughout the film, how they treat other characters of all statuses and how other supporting characters react to the main character. There are different types of lighting which show the mood of the characters and the film itself. The settings and sets are a vital part of the film especially with the era the film is set in, it takes a lot of work to find the perfect settings which make the film as close as possible to that era. The costumes, without any dialogue can show the status or era they are in, such as with the Roman soldiers and the opening scene with the slaves as well. The point of view gives a different variety of characters perception, whether in one aspect they could seem forceful whilst another view could see them as vulnerable as is the scene with the fight to the death with Spartacus and Draba. There are many ways to analyse a film and a variety of areas to focus on.




