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2 The Giant of the Rhondda

‘T am the biggest!
I am the best!
I am the greatest in the whole wide world!’

Brag, brag, brag. That was all Hywel ever did from
morning till night, day in day out. He wasn’t half as
nasty as old Rhitta, but he used to get on everyone’s
nerves because he was forever challenging the other
giants to a fight. Everyone who lived in the Rhondda
valley had had more than enough of him. It was always

the same boring old chant:

‘I am the biggest!
I am the best!
I am the greatest in the whole wide world!’

Of course, everybody used to agree with him because
not one of them wanted to give him an excuse to give
them a good hiding. But though he looked so nasty and
threatening, really and truly Hywel, like so many
bullies, was just a great big baby. And in the end, he
showed off a bit too much. This is what happened.

Hywel had heard that there was a great giant in
Ireland who terrified all the people in the land. In fact,
it was said that this Irish giant really was the biggest,
the best and the greatest giant in the whole world.
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‘Of course you are welcome here, Gwyddel. Come in;
said Hywel’s wife, smiling at him nicely. “You're just in
time to join us for breakfast. We'll be more than happy
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to share it with you when Hywel comes home.

‘Aha. said Gwyddel. ‘He'll be the person T've come all
this way to see. And where would he be then? In bed,
perhaps? And he glanced at the enormous pair of shoes
warming in front of the fire.

In bed? No indeed, she retorted indignantly, staring
at him straight in the eye. ‘But he'll be delighted to see
you. I know he’s looking forward to meeting you.’

‘Oh, is he? Well, well have to see about that. But
what are these doing here? asked Gwyddel, pointing to

the shoes on the hearth. Does Hywel usually go
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hunting in his bare feet? I can’t believe that, somehow.
But I'll tell you what I do believe—there’s an old show-
off hiding somewhere in this house because he’s too
much of a baby to face me.’

‘No, you're quite wrong there, insisted the good wife.

‘Who do these shoes belong to, then?

‘Oh, they're the baby’s shoes,” she replied.
bach is asleep in his cot upstairs.’

Gwyddel the giant of Ireland stared at the shoes. He
began to think hard. ‘Connemaral” he said to himself. ‘If
the baby’s as big as this, his dad must be . . . massive’

‘Er—Missus,” he said aloud, his voice trembling. Tve
just remembered . . . two important appointments I have

to get back for. There’s an important committee I have to

) J

The cariad
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