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When an officer makes an arrest, they are personally responsible for the risk assessment and welfare of the detained person. This responsibility continues until the suspect is handed over to the custody officer for a decision regarding detention. 

Risk assessment means assessing the risk and potential risk that each detainee presents to themselves, staff, other detainees and other people coming into the custody suite. The dynamic nature of the incident and the process of arrest may have a bearing on the assessment which, by its very nature, is likely to be continuous and needs to respond to changing situational requirements. It may be impractical for this assessment to be written, but must be documented at the earliest opportunity.

Officers must be aware that they have a continuing responsibility and duty of care to the detained person and must assess their environment and the impact of their actions. 

The custody officer must, in accordance with PACE Code C paragraph 9.5, 9.5a, 9.5b, note 9c and the Mental Health Act 1983, ensure that appropriate medical attention is given as soon as practicable to any detainee who:

✳️ appears to be physically ill or injured
✳️ appears to be, they suspect, or have been told may be, experiencing mental ill health (or disablement or difficulty that means that the detainee is likely to be vulnerable or require additional support)
✳️ appears to have a drug or alcohol dependence or withdrawal likely to affect safety
✳️ appears to need medical attention
✳️ requests a medical examination.

We’d like to remind officers of the SCREEN mnemonic to assist them in the pre-custody checks when arresting a person.

Search all prisoners for objects, to prevent:

➡️ Injury to themselves or others.
➡️ Damage to property, police vehicles/buildings/equipment.
➡️ Evidence loss – if not seized can be hidden, swallowed or discarded.
➡️ Aid escape - weapons, handcuff keys etc.
➡️ Safekeeping – items of value are recovered to prevent loss, damage and minimise complaints.

Checks: ensure all checks are conducted. You must ascertain WHO you are dealing with (Niche/PNC/PND)

Risk Assess the DP following search and checks conducted: Consider as appropriate:

➡️ Restraints - Effective use of restraints (Hand cuffing, straps etc.). If the use of handcuffs is justified, use them.
➡️ Effective use of communication skills continually assessing the DP for any injury, medical/welfare concerns.
➡️ Detainees to be constantly monitored during transit and custody yard waiting periods.
 
Escort - ensure detainee is supervised at ALL Times

Establish detainee needs:

➡️ Medication – bring it with them.
➡️ Appropriate Adult / Translator.
➡️ Needs such as clothing – if seized you must arrange replacement.
➡️ Young children or dependents that need caring for.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Note and record (including BWV where appropriate) and evidence your actions and inform custody staff of all actions carried out.
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