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Present your small-scale research

project design
(offer a critical justifiaction of  your methodological

choices, the research tools adopted, and the ethical

processes adopted. You should also include an outline

of  the intended approach to data  analysis).
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Research Questions
1. How are bereavement practices in primary schools in Wales perceived by practitioners?

2. What factors influence bereavement procedures used in primary schools in Wales?



Critical justification
Interpretivist paradigm

Research Tools

Research 
design

Methodological 
choices



 

Ethical considerations

Sensitivity Clear and comprehensive

Professional code of conduct and 
BERA (2024)

Right to withdraw

Anonymity and confidentiality Safe and private space

Data handling De-brief 

Ethical 
considerations



International

Literature

‘Mourning with the morning bell’ An 
examination of secondary Educators’ 

Attitudes and Experiences in Managing 
the Discourse of Death in the Classroom’ 

(Case, Cheah and Lui, 2020) 

“Mum, when we die, what do you think 
happens” A qualitative study of views on 
death education among Spanish families 

(Manzano, Herrero and Gascon, 2023)

The Experience of children and 
adolescents in the school setting a few 

years after losing a parent (Hadar, Shalev 
and Peleg, 2024)

UK
National Framework for the Delivery of 

Bereavewment Care (2021)

Local Authority Advice

National Services

Studies (Scotland)

Costelloe, Mintz and Lee (2020)

Dimery and Templeton (2021)

Holland and McLennan (2015)



Kevin Bonavia (Lab, Stevenage) – consideration of two petitions 
relating to children and bereavement.

1. Record the number of bereaved children to ensure they are 
supported (Hansard, HC Deb., 2 December 2024 4.30pm,1WH)

2. Add content on death, dying and bereavement to the 
national curriculum(Hansard, HC Deb., 2 December 2024, 2WH)

Children and Bereavement
Westminster Hall (HC)

Monday 2 December 2024



Welsh Govt 2024

Childhood Bereavement Network

Advisory group made up of Charity representatives (CRUSE,  

Barnardo’s, Child Bereavement UK, , children’s author, 2 

University staff members)

Local Authority Advice



Responses (to date)



Responses

Headteachers

3

Teachers

6

Teaching Assistants

3



Language

lost passed
away

...is a star

in a better 
place gone terminal

...died in 
his sleep be strong

lost their 
fight



Upcoming Analysis

Synthesis of  finding from both 
quantitative and qualitative methods 

Emphasis on the qualitative component

(Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018; Cresswell and Cresswell, 2023)

A more comprehensive 
understanding



References
Blaxter, L., Hughes, C., and Tight, M. (2010). How to research (4th ed.). Open University Press.

British Educational Research Association (2024) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fifth edition (2024) Available at: https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-

educational-research-fifth-edition-2024 (Accessed: 22 January 2025).

Case, D.M., Cheah, W.H. and Liu, M. (2020) ‘“Mourning With the Morning Bell”: An Examination of Secondary Educators’ Attitudes and Experiences in Managing the Discourse of 

Death in the Classroom’, Omega: Journal of Death and Dying, 80(3), pp. 397–419. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0030222817737228.

Child bereavement Network (2025)  Available at: https://childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/about-1/media-centre/press-releases/no-records-families-affected-bereavement-uk 

(Accessed 12 January 2025

Cohen, L., Manion, L. and Morrison, K. R. B. (2018) Research methods in education. Eighth edition. London: Routledge.

Costelloe, A., Mintz, J. and Lee, F. (2020) ‘Bereavement support provision in primary schools: an exploratory study’, Educational psychology in practice, 36(3), pp. 281–296. Available 

at: https://doi.org/10.1080/026e67363.2020.1767040 (Accessed: 20 January 2025).

Creswell, J.W. and Creswell, J.D. (2023) Research design: qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. Sixth edition. Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications, Inc.

Denscombe, M. author (2021) The good research guide : research methods for small-scale social research projects /. London : Open University Press.

Dimery, E. and Templeton, S. (2021) Death, bereavement and grief: the role of the teacher in supporting a child experiencing the death of a parent. Practice (Abingdon, England), 3(2), 

pp.146-165.

Edwards, J., Stone, M., Bartlett, H., Wallace, M., Ventura, A. (2023) ‘Grief in School-Aged Youth’, NASN school nurse, 38(4), pp. 171–175. Available at: 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1942602X231161332.

Gray, D.E. (2022) Doing research in the real world. 5th edn. London: Sage.

Holland, J. and McLennan, D., 2015. North Yorkshire schools’ responses to pupil bereavement. Pastoral care in education, 33 (2), 116–128. doi:https://doi-
org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/10.1080/02643944.2015.1047400

Joy, C., Staniland, L., Mazzucchelli,T. G.,Skinner,S., Cuddeford,L., Breen, L J. (2024) ‘What Bereaved Children Want to Know About Death and Grief’, Journal of child and family 

studies, 33(1), pp. 327–337. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-023-02694-x.

Lawrence, S.T. (2019) The Grieving Child in the Classroom: A Guide for School-Based Professionals. Milton Keynes: Routledge.



References
Levkovich, I. and Elyoseph, Z. (2023) ‘“I Don’t Know What to Say”: Teachers’ Perspectives on Supporting Bereaved Students After the Death of a Parent’, Omega: 

Journal of Death and Dying, 86(3), pp. 945–965. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0030222821993624.

McLaughlin, C., Lytje, M. and Holliday, C. (2019) Consequences of childhood bereavement in the context of the British school system. Cambridge: University of 

Cambridge, Faculty of Education. Available at: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Martin-Lytje/publication/333866897 (Accessed: 12 January 2025).

Serrano Manzano, B.F. Rodríguez Herrero, P. and de la Herrán Gascón, A. (2024) ‘“Mum, when we die, what do you think happens?” A qualitative study of views on 

death education among Spanish families’, Death studies, 48(1), pp. 64–74. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/07481187.2023.2186536.

Scotland, J. (2012) ‘Exploring the Philosophical Underpinnings of Research: Relating Ontology and Epistemology to the Methodology and Methods of the Scientific, 

Interpretive, and Critical Research Paradigms’ English Language Teaching Vol 1, No.9 pp.9-16.

Shotton, G. (ed.) (2018) Emotional wellbeing : an introductory handbook for schools. Second edition. New York: Routledge.

Thomas, G. (2010) How to do your case study: a guide for students. London: Sage.

Thomas, G. (2017) How to do your research project: a guide for students. 3rd edn. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Wango, G. (2023) ‘When death strikes early as often will: How counsellors and schools can support grieving pupils and students’, Improving schools., 26(1), pp. 39–53.

Winston’s Wish  (2025) Available at:  About Winston's Wish | Charity for bereaved children | Winston's Wish (Accessed 12 January 2025)

Yin, R.K. (2018) Case study research and applications: design and methods. 6th edn, Los Angeles: Sage.



Diolch

Gail Parker, 2025

CRUSE: 0808 808 1677 
https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-support/ 

MARIE CURIE :  0800 090 2309 office@ataloss.org 

COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS:  0345 123 2304 
helpline@tcf.org.uk 

SOBS:  0300 111 5065 email.support@uksobs.org 

WINSTON’S WISH:  08088 020 021 
ask@winstonswish.org 

YOUNG MINDS:  0808 802 5544 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/about-us/contact-
us/ 


	Slide 1: Present your small-scale research project design  (offer a critical justifiaction of your methodological choices, the research tools adopted, and the ethical processes adopted. You should also include an outline of the intended approach to data  
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Research Questions   1. How are bereavement practices in primary schools in Wales perceived by practitioners?   2. What factors influence bereavement procedures used in primary schools in Wales?  
	Slide 4: Critical justification Interpretivist paradigm
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Literature  
	Slide 7: Children and Bereavement Westminster Hall (HC) Monday 2 December 2024
	Slide 8: Welsh Govt 2024
	Slide 9: Responses (to date)
	Slide 10: Responses
	Slide 11: Language
	Slide 12: Upcoming Analysis
	Slide 13: References
	Slide 14: References
	Slide 15: Diolch

