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Mark 1:9-13
20

cts Isaiah
whom you love”). With you I am well pleased :\etﬂoespeak for
fLsza'a;c,where God points to his servant as one chose
g It appears that Psalm 2 and Isaiah 4%, a?nd perf}olissshgsne-
sis 22:2, were understood by some in Mark. s time dazo ol SQW-
ing the Messiah (the anointed one, the Christ), ai\h i hlon
to these passages implicitly designates Jesus as f/[ oo }? ad-
owed. As we will see in subsequent passages, Mar wis es to
enhance and enlarge the significance of Jesus beyond his simply
being the Messiah, but the allusion to these verses from the or
means that Mark wishes also to claim for Jesus the honor attached
to the Messiah figure of Jewish hope.

This vision and the accompanying voice from heayen are
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alludes here to the creation accounts, in which Adam in the gar-
den names the animals (Gen. 2:18-19), the significance of the pos-
sible allusion being that Mark may be portraying Jesus as a new
Adam signifying a new beginning for the human race. (I am not
persuaded by this suggestion, however.)

All three Synoptic Gospel accounts describe the temptation
as lasting forty days, and we should note two things about this
figure. First, it is a round number and therefore is probably not
intended as an exact description of the chronological length of
the temptation period. Second, it is worth noticing that the forty
days of Jesus’ temptation in the desert seem to echo the tradi-
tions that Israel spent forty years in the desert (Deut. 29:5) and
that Moses spent forty days on Mount Sinai waiting to receive
the law (Exod. 24:18). The point of the probable allusions to these
traditions is to make Jesus’ desert period a time of new revela-
tion and salvation equivalent to the revelation given to Moses and
Israel in the classical, Exodus time.

Acclaimed by God at his baptism, gifted with the Spirit of
God, and directed by the Spirit into this testing, Jesus is also
helped by angels (v. 13). Matthew (4:1-11) and Luke (4:1-13) both
devote greater space to the temptation scene, but even the briefer
Markan account makes it clear that this episode is the testing and
preparation for the one just called to do the work none other was
called to do. Early here in the Gospel story Jesus encounters Satan
(v. 13) under adverse circumstances and, as the narrative implies,
wins against him, setting the tone for the theme of Jesus’ conflict
with demonic powers so prevalent throughout the rest of the
book.

1:14-20 / Linking the beginning of Jesus’ ministry with
the arrest of John has the effect of associating Jesus with John's
ministry still more plainly than indicated in the preceding pas-
sages. This is especially so in view of the partial similarity of their
messages. In 1:4 John comes “preaching . . . repentance” and here
in 1:15 Jesus utters a similar message.

There are, however, important differences between Jesus
and John given in the passage before us. Here Jesus is said to
proclaim that the kingdom of God has drawn near and that the
day of fulfillment (the time) has come. This conviction that God's
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2 Mark 1:14-20
chosen time had come is similar to the Baptist’s senge of 4 4 the
and his belief that he was called to prepare Israel for therdencr the StOTY: aqes o
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the story, and the Christian reader especially is to follow the call-
ing and duties, the trials and failures, of the disciples with a view
to drawing lessons for living.

Additional Notes §1

1:1 / Gospelis a term in Greek (euangelion) that was used in the
contemporary world to refer to a message of good news but that seems
to have acquired a special significance for early Christians as a technical
term for the message of salvation through Jesus. (See, e.g., Mark 1:14-
15; 8:35; 10:29; 13:10; 14:9; Rom. 1:1, 16-17; 1 Cor. 4:15.) Here too the
term refers to the message about Jesus, not the book. The term Gospel was
not applied to books until the second century, when we have references
to the “four Gospels,” meaning the canonical writings attributed to Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John.

The Son of God. These words are missing in some important early
witnesses to the NT text. The claim that Jesus is Son of God appears at
several points in Mark, indicating that Jesus’ divine sonship is an im-
portant part of Mark’s portrait (cf. 1:11; 3:11; 5:7; 9:7; 14:61-62; 15:39),
and this causes most scholars to believe that the title was originally here
in the opening of the book and that it was accidentally omitted in some
copies. It is very significant that Jesus is called the Son of God only by
God (1:11; 9:7), by demons (3:11; 5:7), and by one man, the centurion
at the cross (15:39), illustrating Mark’s emphasis upon the blindness of
people to Jesus in his own ministry. (See “Son of God,” NIDNTT, vol.
3, pp. 634-48.)

1:2 | It is written in Isaiah the prophet is literally “as it is writ-
ten in Isaiah the prophet.” This is the wording in the earliest manuscripts,
but in many later ones the reading is “as it is written in the prophets.”
Most scholars suspect that the latter reading arose because the quota-
tions given in vv. 2-3 are in fact from Mal. 3:1 a.nd Isa. 40:3, and so some
copyists may have felt it necessary to avoid the impression that the writer
had mistakenly credited Isaiah with a statement from another prophet.
We do not know for sure why the writer attributes this composite quote
to Isaiah alone, but it may be that he was using a !1st of OT proph(_ec:les
prepared as a teaching aid and that the passages cited here were listed
under the name of Isaiah. .

Ahead of you, who will prepare your way: The quote is not exactly
the same as the Hebrew text of Mal. 3:1. It is especially interesting that
in Hebrew we read “to prepare the way for me” Here in Mark the
prophecy seems to be addressed to Jesus—the you here in v. 2.
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1:3 | The Lord: This probably r?feljslt{) .;1.35118, . 8iven this
tifle elsewhere in the NT (in Mark cf. 5:19; 11:3; also, €8, 1 Cor, 8:6,
Acts 9:1-29). 3

1:4 | Abaptism of repentance.for the forglvenes§ of sing. Johng
baptisrr; was the immediate demopstratloq of repentance, Just as Tespong.
ing to an evangelistic invitation is seen in some church Circleg,

1:5 / The whole Judean countryside and all the People of Je
rusalem: Mark of course probably does not mean that €veryone from, these
areas went!
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1:16 / Simon. .. Andrew: These two are described as brothers
in other Gospel traditions (Matt. 4:18; 10:2; Luke 6:14; John 1:40), as are
James and John Zebedee (Matt. 4:21; Luke 5:10). It is interesting to note
that Simon (Peter, cf. 3:16) and John became much more frequently men-
tioned in Christian tradition than Andrew or James (mentioned as mar-
tyred in Acts 12:2).

Simon Peter is prominent among the disciples in all the Gospels
and in most Christian tradition is regarded as the representative and chief
of the twelve apostles.

Casting a net . . . fishermen: Fishing was a major industry in Ro-
man times around Lake Galilee, and the impression one gets here is that
these four men were partners of small (or perhaps large!) businesses.
They were in all likelihood “middle class” economically, for the Zebe-
dee brothers, at least, had employees in their family business (1:20).

1:17 | Fishers of men: Many scholars think that we have an al-
lusion to Jer. 16:16 where God promises “fishermen” to find the Israel-
ites so that they may be brought to judgment and ultimate restoration.
Jesus’ words here may be intended to hint that Jesus’ ministry marks
the time of the fulfillment of this prophetic promise. Of course, Mark
does not restrict the disciples to “fishing” for Israelites, for he knows
that the prophet’s words took on larger meaning in the international mis-

sion of the church.



