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Introduction
I have chosen the Senedd in Cardiff, the Senedd is the parliament for Wales it is responsible for creating laws and overlooking the Welsh government, and also transportation and the environment whilst also representing the interests of Welsh people ensuring they have a voice, this helps the leaders create laws based off the needs and want of the Welsh people. It has 60 elected members who are elected every 5 years. The Senedd has powers in areas such as education, the local government and health, however any foreign or defence issues are dealt with the UK Parliament.

I am writing this report to present my findings on a building which is if interest to me. I have chosen the Senedd to show the importance and the design of the it.

[image: Senedd Cymru - Welsh Parliament ...]
(Gillespies. Senedd Cymru - Welsh Parliament - Projects.)








Background information and Construction methods/techniques 
The Senedd is located in Cardiff by the bay, it overlooks the sea It is a modular building which utilised prefabrication building techniques and off site construction to ensure that maximum accuracy was achieved. It focusses on being environmentally friendly and sustainable by focusing on using certain local materials such as Welsh slate for the steps and also ensuring that the building can utilise the weather to provide certain services for the building by using hard wearing materials it provides peace of mind to ensure that the Senedd lives up to the hundred year design life  The Senedd has a suspended timber clad roof over glassed walled chambers with multiple offices, with its unique design it is meant to represent the transparency of the welsh government. 
The site area of the Senedd is 14,382m2 and the gross floor area of the Senedd is 5308m2 this includes multiple spaces such as the Siambr which is the debating chamber, offices, public galleries which are open to promote engagement and accessibility to the public and there are also committee rooms.
The purpose of the Senedd is to make the voices of Welsh people heard, it has the power to make decisions in certain areas such as some taxes, education, healthcare and culture, it is also responsible for approving the Welsh governments budget. 
(The Senedd-A Landmark Building)
(Electoralcommission.org.uk. (2024).)
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(RSHP.Senedd Cymru, Welsh Parliament – Civic – Projects)


Stakeholders.
The owner of the Senedd is the Welsh Government however it used by the Welsh parliament and it was constructed using public funding. 
The Senedd was designed by 2 architects by Lord Richard Rogers  who designed many impressive buildings such as the Pompidou centre in Paris, the millennium dome and many more, he was born in Italy in 1933 and studies at the Architectural association in London and Yale school of architecture. Aside form his impressive career he also wrote many books.  (Yale Dyslexia. (n.d.). Richard Rogers, Architect)
 Ivan Harbour is an architect and also a senior partner at RHSP, he joined Richard Rogers partnership in in 1985 and then after the death of Richard Rogers it was renamed as RSHP. He was the leading architect on 2 Stirling prize winning entries in 2006 and 2009 for terminal 4 of Madrid-Barajas airport and Maggie’s centre. (RSHP (2022).)

Taylor Woodrow Construction LTD were the contractors of the Senedd, they were awarded the contract on the 1st of July 2003 and then on the 11th of July the first minister signed the contract for £40.997m excluding Vat. (Senedd Building History – 2003)

Design principles and architectural features and Construction methods/techniques 
There was careful consideration taken when design and building the Senedd it has many features that represent sustainability such as the renewable materials used for example Welsh slate and oak which has natural preserving oil in it therefore it doesn’t need to be treated for at least one hundred years, this helps to reduce the carbon footprint of the Senedd and for it to blend in. The Senedd also uses a funnel at the centre of the oriel where a cowl at the top change’s direction with the wind then draws the hot air out of the chamber and replacing it with fresh air from below. There is also a lantern at the top of the funnel which allows a lot of natural lighting to enter the building which weighs 150kg.
The roof of the Senedd is designed to collect rainwater which is collected into 2 75m3 tanks and the water is used for some of the facilities in the Senedd such as the toilets, the water is then cleaned using ultraviolet light, it is made out of 421 tonnes of steel. It also has solar panels on it 
The ground source heat pump is made out of 27 boreholes which were drilled 100 meters into the ground. (The Senedd - A Landmark Building.)
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Construction timeline
1997-2001
Richard rogers was chosen after there was architect competition, then the construction design phase had begun,

2001-2002 (Significant Challenge occurred)
This is when the original contractor withdrew from the project due to rising costs (Higgs and Will) which caused delays in the project, and they also had difficulties with budget therefore leading them to withdraw. Which placed pressure on the stakeholders and caused debates on to why the costs were so high.
And then Taylor Woodrow was awarded the contra t with a new plan in place to control costs 

2003-2005
Construction had begun and this is when the main structural elements were put down such as the roof and the steel columns and also later on in 2005 the interior, landscaping etc works were completed.

2006
[image: Senedd at 15]The Senedd was completed in January 2006 and it officially opened on the 1st of march 2006 by Queen Elizabeth the 2nd 

(Senedd Building History 1998-2001)
(RSHP Senedd Cymru, Welsh Parliament – Civic – Projects)
(Senedd.wales. (2014).
(Magnus Grimond (1995). 
                                                                                                                (senedd.wales. Senedd at 15)
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