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Part 1- Re-write a passage of text in appropriate academic language – 200 Words 
In Iceland and other similar countries, they believe it is of upmost importance that their children engage in outdoor play throughout their lifetime. There are written government papers that entail how crucial the outdoors is for children. In the curriculum guidelines, there is an emphasis on utilising the outdoors as a form of learning environment encouraging children to have a positive outlook on the natural world, as well as a place to engage in physical activity to aid a healthy lifestyle (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013).
The emphasis on the outdoors has been a topic for a long time. In Iceland, children aged between one and six years old say they get to play outside everyday in school, and kids ages six to sixteen say they only play outdoors with friends during playtime. We are unsure how much teachers encourage learning outdoors, but this may differ depending on the preferences of that teacher and/or school. However, there are some signs that teachers in Iceland are using outdoor space more than what they used to. In Reyjkavik, the countries capital city, 70% of schools say they engage in outside learning more often (Oladottir, 2008) 
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Part 2a – Re-write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references – 200 Words
The following essay will be discussing Forest Schools. A definition of Forest Schools has been made by the network, stating “it is an inspirational process” and gives opportunity for people ranging from children to adults to engage in physical outdoor activity to help personally develop their own confidence and self-esteem (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). Some people are concerned that younger children in school don’t get to experience woodland and greenery in the same way their parents may have due to the concern surrounding injury or other more serious issues, and the fact children can access lots of new activity indoors (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). Other research, however, states that if they don’t experience these things whilst they are young, they will be less likely to once they’re older, leading to missed opportunity to explore the physical and emotional benefits nature has to offer (Thompson, Aspinall, Bell, et al, 2004). This is due to the challenges to make learning outdoors as straight forward as learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to incorporate Forest Schools in their own school, especially for the Foundation Phase years. 
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Part 2b – Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words 
1. Failing to citate a section of research within a piece of writing causes an accusation of plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as “presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own” without the original authors consent (University of Oxford, 2022). Students are encouraged to avoid plagiarism as it is seen to be theft, as the writer is purposefully taking and using another person’s writing without their knowledge, in which the student is then getting benefit. It also gives a poor outlook to the student’s abilities as they could receive employment through work that isn’t their own (UNSW, n.d). 
2. Referencing should be used in a piece of writing whenever an idea has been taking from another source. This is so the writer isn’t accused of plagiarism within their work (Library, n.d). Examples of this include direct quotations from a text, using well known quotations, paraphrasing, summarising a piece of text, using tables, charts, images etc, or whenever you use someone else’s ideas. Elite Editing, 2012). 
3. Wikipedia can appear to be a great source for accessing information with millions of articles available to access at any time. However, this does not make it a credible source. Wikipedia allows users to edit articles whenever they want, and there is no way to know if given information has been fact checked before it has been published and sources can be biased, or just untrue (Paperpile, 2019). Some people believe Wikipedia is trustworthy, for example, some teachers see the sites open editing to be positive, as conspiracies are impossible to keep published, and authors tend to take information from mainly reliable sources (O’Neil and Cunneen, 2021). However, I see Wikipedia to be too easily accessible and next to impossible to decide if an article is reliable or not. I believe sources such as books, academic websites, and journals to be the best form of resource as these texts will have been peer reviewed before publishing. 
4. It is important to remember that using long quotations can make an essay appear messy and can wrongly impact your personal academic skills. The correct format for a long quotation is to include it as a separate paragraph. By doing this you separate the chosen text from the rest of the previous writing, making it look professional and organised. This paragraph is indented so it doesn’t appear that you have started a brand-new section within the essay. Quotation marks are not needed within this format as this new structure already tells the reader that you have inserted a large section of the chosen source. As with any piece of unoriginal writing, it then needs to be cited. This specific citation is written in the format of: Surname of author, publication year and page number or website URL enclosed in round brackets (Skinner, n.d). 
5. When beginning research, you must know what it is your writing about. To identify and understand your topic, you can look at keywords within the given question, alongside key concepts help retain a better understanding of what it is you will need. It can help to look at definitions or background information to give you a head start in research. The best form of resources are books. You can find relevant books in any libraries. Journal articles are also very reliable as these will have been peer reviewed by experts before publishing. These can also be found in the library and via google scholar too. Look at given reading lists for the task too, as this will already contain pre-picked sources perfect for the specific topic, but doing your own research shows independent academic study in your writing. Once you’ve found sources you’d like to use you must be able to identify if it is reliable before you decide to use it. (McElwaine, n.d). 
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Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Words 
The article written by Emma Smith titles ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales” entails the debate education in Wales, with a look into the silent competition and comparison between England and Wales and how their students are developing throughout education with an aim to conclude if students in Wales are underachieving by comparing academic achievement in Wales between boys and girls. Smith compares Wales to a similar section of England, and she views comparing the whole country to be “of little value” (Smith, 2005). Smith takes into consideration information such as earnings, population, GCSEs, gender, and subject area to cross examine if regional perspective can have an impact on underachieving students to find similarities and differences between Wales, England and the Northeast of England as well as between Welsh boys and girls aged 15 and the achievement gap in their GCSE grades to determine if Wales is underachieving in schools (Smith, 2005). 
The article is structured effectively to ensure specific information is found easily, using long paragraphs and an academic writing style, mainly in the abstract, introduction and conclusion. The main body is made up of mainly tables of statistics to back up her points that she summarises at the end of each section in short paragraphs, sometimes using brief arguments. One section is primarily for regional perspective, and one for underachieving students in Wales. Every section throughout the whole article is titled so the reader gets a very brief idea of what to expect from the text. The style of writing is incredibly formal and suits the intended audience of experts and academics who wish to learn more about the trend of underachievement in Wales and how it may compare to now. It suits a university level of education due to its writing style, and I believe non-experts, or academics from a lower level of education will find this text difficult to read. It contains a wide range of research as clearly listed in the long reference list at the end making it very accurate with the use of opinions versus fact throughout the article. I think the split between the amount of text to the amount of statistic makes the article relatively easy to read and understand, even if you’re just scanning through the text looking for specific pieces of information. This makes the article a great source for academic writing as it contains a lot of relevant information if you’re studying education in any form. I would say the text contains both subjective and objective language as Smith seems to state a lot of facts but also includes a lot of opinion and argument. Past the conclusion we find the appendices and notes from Smith’s findings placed into well-structures sections showcasing more background information as to how she got to specific conclusions, for example, in her tables in the main body. Appendix one shows economic status in the United Kingdom within a range of tables to show us where Smith got her findings from. The same structure within appendix two which shows achievement gaps in GCSE examinations of boys and girls in Wales within the subjects of English, maths and Welsh. We then see the notes section where Smith leaves some definitions and extra information such as how she worked out achievement gaps and trends for English Welsh and maths and what the tables show, before beginning her large reference list using the Harvard referencing model. 
 Lots of evidence is included in this article. The first section of evidence titled “A regional perspective: Wales versus the Northeast of England” in which Smith believes that an accurate depiction of Welsh standards can only be made against a region of similar economic status, in this case, the north of England (Smith, 2005). She includes gross domestic product (GDP), weekly earnings of full-time employment, dwelling price, economic activity, population, and the GCSE achievements for 15-year-old students, all displayed in easy-to-read tables structured by region and by year. Smith then leaves a summary of her finding after these tables to confirm that the Northeast of England is the most similar to Wales in terms of economic status and that it is best to measure Welsh development against that specific region, rather than England in its entirety (Smith, 2005). She goes on to state that a fair comparison of education is of interest if the economic status is so similar (Smith 2005). The next section considers Welsh students’ performance in national tests and will be relative to boys and girls, due to examination results that show how girls tend to be performing better than boys in an increasing gap (Arnot et al., 1998). Smith separates these tables for achievement in English, and in maths with a year gap ranging from 1970 to 1998/99, showcasing these achievement gaps. She then goes on to look at Welsh achievement with the same year range. She takes into consideration how changes to examination work such as introduction of coursework may influence some of the results, but she concludes that this information she has found that the debate isn’t as clear as people may have thought, as boys have always struggled with these subjects and may not be new information (Smith 2005). 
 I believe this text is structured in an easily accessible and organised fashion with a great split between statistic and text. All findings are clearly recorded, and arguments made are clear and concise in easily readable paragraphs that contain lots of useful and reliable information. She concludes that the lack of performance and league tables, a change in inspections, and giving 7-year-olds national tests, have given Wales success in the examination process. Comparing against other regions makes it difficult to get a clear idea of the state of education in Wales, and that it may just be merely a change in the system that make Wales seem so different. However, Smith states that there is improvement and that underachievement in Wales is no longer an issue. 
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