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“IDENTIFY AN AREA OF SOCIAL POLI CY AND APPLY HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOMENT OF THAT POLICY BY DESCRIBING THE POTENTIAL IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES”. 


POVERTY 








Poverty involves more than the absence of money and beneficial assets to guarantee a standard of living. Living with poverty means to go without food and being unhealthy due to a lack of food supply, having a basic or no education and having basic services and social separation. Poverty is to not have the option to warm your home, it implies waking up each day confronted with instability, being vulnerable due not having the means to provide. 
The overwhelming pressure of poverty can overpower individuals, influencing them greatly and denying them of the opportunity to have a full impact and involvement in the society. 

There are two main categories of poverty. The first is Absolute poverty which is the absence of methods important to meet fundamental individual requirements, for example, food, clothing, and shelter, the second is relative poverty, this happens when an individual can't meet the very minimum of living standards to meet everyday comforts, contrasted with others. One of the major effects of poverty is poverty that is related to children during childhood (Ending Poverty, 2020).
Childhood is considered as the beginning stage of the human life in all societies and all social orders. Childhood is a time for them to not have any responsibility and not a time to work. It is seen as the time to be happy and to enjoy life.
In comparison, children are seen as individuals who are genuinely more vulnerable, still developing and weigh less than grown-ups.  They are viewed as the individuals who are still developing their sexual features in order for them to be considered as a grown-up. Children will in general have less psychological aptitudes, scholarly capacities, and have less capacity for thinking. Children are considered as those with less capability regarding fundamental abilities. They are seen as not so strong when a difficult situation arises. 
In history childhood was not considered a stage. This is a recent construct which has given childhood a space in our society. Historians believe that the phase of childhood was not recognised until the 16th Century. It was when it was recommended that childhood had gone through the cycle of social construction.
Social constructionism hopes to perceive how children and childhood information is developed, who and why it is developed by and most significantly what reason it would serve. Social constructionism offers alternative ways to get answers concerning the child and childhood. Social development of the childhood varies depending on different cultures, the society that they live in and it also depends on the era of when the child was born. It outlines the different conditions children experience (Norozi and Moen, 2016).
There are a number of causes for children that are still living in poverty when their families are working. Firstly, it is because the wage that they are on is to low. Public policy can mediate in the market to improve this by ordering minimum the wage policy. 
Another reason for poverty for working families is the tax that they have to pay direct from their earnings. Income tax and social insurance contributions reduce the final pay they receive which intern takes them under the poverty threshold.
The third reason is that the money benefits paid by the state to help parents with the expense of bringing up children are just not enough. 
Finally, another factor for them might be that having paid for housing and bills they do not have enough at the end to utilize for their basic needs (Mechelen and Bradshaw, 2013).

Pay disparity is frequently characterized as the gap between the rich and poor. In the course of the last 50 years, the gap among rich and poor has risen. This can be to a great extent ascribed to the sharp ascent in imbalance during the 1980s, as the salaries of those in work pulled away from those of the remainder of the populace and as higher paid got richer.

In the1800 there was no state education was generally a privilege of the upper classes. There was no state support for the families and the only support available was through local parishes. During this era the work that was undertaken by young children was unregulated and they worked according to their social position and their capability. 
In comparison to the above, in 2004 it became compulsory for those aged between 5 and 16 and to stay beyond that was becoming a trend as to become more academically informed. 
By 2004 a complex multi-layered benefit support for youngsters and families was in operation with child benefit as the foundation for all families and then the child tax credit as an addition to supplement the family’s income (Platt, 2005). It was said by the former Prime Minister of the UK that “Poverty should not be a birth right. Being poor should not be a life sentence…our historic aim will be for ours to be the first generation to end child poverty and it will take a generation. It is a 20-year mission but I believe it can be done” (Blair, 1999.p 17). (Walker, 1999)

During the mid 1800 there was a policy to try to provide aide to families, this was the Poor Law. It was the only source of care that was provided to children for their education and support for the children in poverty. 
By the 1900’s the poor law was systematically phased out and was replaced by other forms of support for families and children. In the time as to the second world war was approaching the social insurance system was underway. It was however a very complex system and Beveridge, a British economist, was appointed to try to make it more systematic. However, he took it upon himself and reformed the social insurance policy. His key policies were to end long term unemployment, the creation of a free NHS, and introduction of family allowances (Glennerster, et al. 2020). 

The nineteenth century also saw a tremendous development in the number of people living in Great Britain. This was due to a number of reasons, expanding families, children were surviving more in infancy than the previous eras, and immigration especially from Ireland, these migrants were came looking for jobs as the circumstances in Ireland were also difficult. During this century children were required to help towards the family financial plan. They frequently worked extended periods of time in hazardous positions and in hard circumstances for an almost no pay. Small boys were utilized by the chimneysweeps, the small children who could scramble under apparatus to recover cotton bobbins, young children also were down coal shafts as these were often too narrow for adults (Hidden Lives Revealed - Poverty and Families in the Victorian Era, 2020). 

For families who have existing issues, poverty can be the factor that sends them to the brink. The low-income factor and austerity contribute to the large number of children that are taken into the social care system. Parents that neglect their children may themselves be suffering from past traumas and events that have led to this behaviour of neglect. However, these behaviours can still be dealt with, with the right support system, however a family that is suffering from poverty can have a serious impact for the children involved. These children are more likely to suffer from behavioural issues, low academic achievement and social and emotional development (Support for families in poverty: early intervention is key, 2020).

Many factors contribute to the existence of poverty, when there are scarcely any open doors for individuals to raise their wages and try to obtain assets. To be socially distanced by society due to discrimination and the stigma of being poor, this leads to them being poorly paid and therefore not being able to engage with society which could have led to other work opportunities. Poor nutrition, especially during childhood, not having access to medical aide and a lack of education can lessen human improvement in manners that are regularly irreversible (Moore, K. 2005).

Just like other children, less fortunate children want to make friends, participate in occasions and shared activities and have a place with the social gatherings. However, the way that poverty effects their needs that are not being met these children struggle to interact with society. They also are prone to bullying due to not having the ‘cool” trainers or not being able to replace old clothing This effects their childhood experiences. These children go on to suffer from anxiety, relationships issues and a lot of unhappiness. (Ridge, 2011).

Government policies for vulnerable children in England are influenced by Every Child Matters plan (DfES 2004), which expects to safeguard and secure the weakest children in the society. The report introduced by the Green Paper (DfES 2004), was the main reason that the government have placed great importance for their political plan. With one result named 'Remaining Safe', can be said to mirror the longing to setting the day by day needs of the vulnerable at the focal point of the political plan. (Lowe, 2010)
Policies to prevent poverty must be an essential in order to secure the future of our children. It is not effective to wait until families are already in poverty before action is taken, prevention is more effective in the long run. 

There are many resources that are available within the UK who intervene to assist families that are struggling with the most basic of needs. Food Banks provide emergency food and support to the needy in times of poverty.  The Trussell Trust is an organisation that supports the food banks within the UK. The UK has in excess of 14 million individuals who are living in poverty – including 4.5 million children. The Trussell trust have in excess of 1,200 food bank in the UK to give at least three days' healthy emergency food for individuals and families that are in poverty (Our aim is to end hunger and poverty in the UK | The Trussell Trust, 2020). 
The COVID-19 pandemic, and related obstacles on food access, has uncovered unmistakable disparities in the UK arrangement of food supply and distribution. During the pandemic many people have demonstrated extreme behaviours, such as hoarding and stock piling of food and other essentials. This has made the vulnerable even more vulnerable as they have been left exposed to the inequalities with the food system. These inequalities separate families and people who have satisfactory pay, versatility and social help to have the option to get to food through 'ordinary' channels, like buying ready-made meals or fresh food, and going to takeaways, from the individuals who are struggling due to poverty and cannot afford these. 

Services such as the Citizens Advice Bureau, can also provide advice for families that need it. They have access to a wide range of services. They provide assistance if you are struggling with livings cost, they can help them apply for extra benefits from the local council and even help families apply for interest free- budgeting loans.  Charitable organisations such as Christian Aid, save the children and Oxfam are a few of many organisations that provide support to families in time of poverty. 

Families that are already claiming social security benefits still continue to fall into poverty as the government policies do not address their full needs. The Universal credit is still dependant on the income of the family, while the benefit cap and the two child limit (if a third child was born after April 2017 the benefit is still capped to two children) is still in place, seriously disadvantaging bigger families (Power, Doherty, Pybus and Pickett, 2020).

In order to alleviate poverty changes must be made within our society. The changes can be through government policies such as a more equal tax system must be introduced to both lessen disparities and free assets to guarantee securer prospects for all. We should quit giving tax cuts to the individuals who are already stable and utilize the assets to give security to all especially families and children. Benefits must also increase in line with taxes in order to help the families that suffer due to the increase in taxes. Good employment at reasonable rates, decent housing with a reasonable rent and public services that actually benefit families can improve poverty and better security for families (Sinfield, 2020). The five weeks wait for Universal credit should also be scrapped. If an individual is needy the five week wait will take them to the brink of poverty The system should be designed to pay an emergency fund to the individual and once the assessment has been completed, if the payment has been overpaid the government can re-claim the money from the next payments. The government must improve education standards and raise skills, in order for the less fortunate to acquire these and go on to finding decent employment that have better income (We can solve poverty in the UK, 2020). Alternative paths to solving poverty are to support parents to share childcare and ensure they stay in work, also to support parents to be good parents. Ensure that children from low income families still have access to clean school uniform, have access to the technology they require to complete their work. This is having been more noticeable during the pandemic, where not every household has access to the internet or technology to complete the online learning. Another recommendation is to look into what other factors contribute to how emergency food aid is affected, including rising food costs, energy and living expenses as well the working hours of the food banks, number of sites and the distance that an individual must travel to access the food banks (Loopstra et al., 2015). These developments can hopefully reduce the cost for the charity organisations and intern support many more people out of poverty. 

Poverty has been one of the most challenging social policies historically and in the present. The most notable policy to be created was the Welfare state founded by Beveridge, it has meant that the most vulnerable at least have the bare minimum in order to survive. However, these policies need to be updated in line with social expectations and advancements. Poverty can be solved by focusing on education, education parents on being good parents and investing in our communities, however poverty is a very complicated and is connected to many other social issues. Children are very tough, and some can avoid the negative effects of poverty. To be able to understand the attributes and encounters of constantly needy children in poverty who effectively progress to adulthood would give an important analysis about what these children need and what can assist them with turning out to be successful in their adult life. However, at this moment in time to many children born into poverty cannot escape the ill effects of poverty and much more needs to be done to support children and their families and help them to escape poverty in order for them to have a better outcome for the future.
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