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In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
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Touring theatre is an effective way of addressing social, political and cultural issues, as It brings theatre to rural communities. Specifically, children between the ages of 8-11, as children learn better through interesting visual stimulation and repetition.  In the UK the curriculum offered to children is limited lacking in social, political and cultural issues. This allows theatre to fill this gap educating children on issues that would otherwise be forgotten. The small scale of touring theatre allows a more personal experience in which the audience can escape into other worlds; in our case sailing through time and space. 
In current society there is a lack of collectively caused the by the increase of social media, which also allows people to act maliciously. With an increase in radicalisation in rural communities and climate breakdown. It is important to explore issues such as these while remaining general and relatable to a wider audience. These sorts of issues when condensed into the ideas of collective consciousness and kindness, can be portrayed to children in a thought-provoking way that starts a conversation within the homes of the children. These conversations can then start social change branching into minds of communities causing serious and long-lasting change. 
Theatre creates a safe environment to feel emotion, which allows the audience to safely explore the consequence of their actions. This is related to our piece as we are exploring the themes of kindness and consciousness. During the play the characters are directly impacted by the consequences of their actions. This allows the children to think for themselves creating their own opinions on the topic while following a set narrative set by the theatre company.
Dorothy Heathcote said; ‘Linear thinking takes the world apart and outlines it. Left-handed thinking takes it all in and makes of it a synthesis’. (Dorothy Heathcote, 1995) By this she means that children should be given the building blocks to create their own opinions, allowing them to feel they have come to this conclusion by their own means which empowers the viewer. Making the issues of social change more prevalent in their minds, as them want to cause social change.
Our piece is based on the adventures of max as her sets sail on a ship through time and space. During her adventures she sees the effects of her actions on the world around her and the characters she meets. Using the mediums of song, rap and audience engagement aided by cartoon sound effects and physical staging to ensure an engaging performance that provokes though within the audience. During the research stages of our creative process we investigated current political topics that we felt related to the themes of collective consciousness and kindness. We then condensed the morals from this research trying to implement them into the story. The characters that Max meets are affected by these themes is simplified ways. The messages however are not clearly explained in monologue type fashion as to not patronise the viewer, instead impowering them.  
Theatre can address social political and cultural issues and should be used as a tool to educate the minds of future generations. Without theatre many of these issues may not be voiced.
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